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-         -t  6     'X  H  ^ 

^      ^      A      P      S      I?, 

FTER  the  D^ftrufit^on^  jtoM^  Pnr^» 
throw,  and  Extirpation  of  its  ai9? 
cient  Inhabitants,  the  Land  ;of 
Canaan  rofe  to  Dignity^  Opulence^  and 
Power.  It  exhibited,  under  the  Jewifli 
Monarchy,  a  new  Semite  of  Magnificmce 
and  Splendour,  became  tliie  poriteftatidl 
moR,  celebrated  Court  in  tbe  J^imitk^, 
jihe  Sea^  pf  J^nspiK  and  of  Giory;^ 

.  Its  Hiftoiy,  it?  matcihlefy  Ifrtiljty,  M* 
tinguHhed  Honours,  .Culioms^  V^^X^^ 
afld  Laws,  iM  Rdig^oti  and  XJpyernjmentL 
arc  Ahc  Subjefts  pf  jthcfe  E^jsays* 

f I  Vol.  )^  a  jEy^ 
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Every  ferious  Atteifipt  to  improve  the 
riCng  Generation,  however  puerile,  viewed 
SIS  an  Encouragement  to  Virtue,  and  a 
Means  of  fuppreffirig  Vice  and  Immorality^ 
will  meet  a  candid  Reception  and  Support. 
Some  abler  Pen,  a  Friend  to  Youth  and 
Innocence,  on  fuch  a  Foundation  may 
ere6l  aSuperftrufture^of  rational  Enquiry, 
and  refcue  the  untutored  Mind  from  Pre- 
judice, Error,  and  Superftition. 

j^nd  in  a  Country  fo  divinely  blefled, 
ivhere  Virtue  is  foftered  and  cherilhed  ^t 
the  Throne,  and  its  influence  enforced  by 
Example,  wc  may  cheerfully  loojk  fyt 
Succefs* 

0 

To  my  numerous  Friends^  -whofe  refpeft* 
ful  Notife,  has  crowned  my  days  with 
Honour  and  Added  happinefs  (p  exifl,€i|ce, 
now  (in  life»  decliue)  I  huml^ly  offer  a 
tribute  of  I»abour  aud  LtQye« 

What 


What  .afforded  me  Pleafure  in  Solitude 
alid'Rctitcmerit,  I  was  defirous  of  commu- 
nlcfating  to*  Others.  Would  to  God,  it 
niij^t  impart  coififortto  a  forrowing  Mind, 
by  wifely  and  ufefully  employing  it,  and 
cnlift  in  the  purfuit  of  Religious  Know- 
Icfdge,  the  Hour  of  Diffipation  or  InduU 
gence. 

All  under  fufferings,  I  would  with  ear- 
neftnefs  perfuade  to  read  and  ftudy  the 
Holy  Scriptures.  Extraordinary  Events 
excite  our  woiider  and  aftonilhmerit  in  pro- 
portion to  the  Credit  they  delerve,  but  the 
Sacrcd'Hiftorfan,  reverentially  looked  up  to, 
will  intereft  you  mbfl:  wonderfully  of  all, 
for  of  Hiftories  triie  or  fiftious,  none  is 
fo  awfully  curious,  affefling  and  delightful, 
none  fo  fimply  told  and  fo  Authentic 

Confcious  of  their  dignity,  the  Infpircd* 
prophets,    and  venerable  Sages    of  Anti- 
quity,   defcribe    CharaClers  and  PalFions, 

a  2  juft 


jtn  as  they  beheld  tbem,  widKmt  Flatte^H 
dVBiiguire.     The  Vicious  arid  Ungodly!-^ 
(be  tiieir  ftations  ^circled  in  royalty,  or.> 
their  Memoirs  ever  fo  heroic)  are  iiihered  in 
vith  a  Regret,  on  purpofe  to  be  condemned 
and  exhibit   a    pidtiire  Of     tbhorrenct^ 
While  virtuous  A£Hoj|s>  the  i>eeds  of  the 
Kightebuis  are  here  regifteredi  become  a 
part  6f  Holy  Writ,  and  are  hdnourablj^ 
applauded  ibi  bvcr: 

tit-'*'  .      • 

Thcfc  Sacred  Records,  This  very  firft 
Book  ever  wrote  furniihes  us  with  £xam-< 
pies,  the  wifeft  Maxims,  Pfece|>ts  and  Rules 
of  Life,  tiie  graceful  Ornatncnt  of  Youths 
anti  they  add  Dignity  to  riper  Years,  and 
Venefatioh  and  Refpe^t  to  Age. 

frpji  referring  Evcflts  and  Tranfaaioris 
feniy  to  afirftCaufci  and  over-looking  in- 
tecmediate  arid  more  ordinary  Onesj  fbme 
liave  thought  the  Jewiih  Hiftory  not  found*  J 
fed  pn  the  JPrinciples  of  others^  and  incapa- 
ble 


t    *•:)■■ 

|si^^>o£r  bding  examin^  by  th6i  gdbisfit.,. 
1hfit9  and  Laws.    Mem(»s^Ie  and  hig^  ^ 
yixmifhiilg  Revolutions  of  Kingdoms  and 
Empires  vrerd  brought  .about  vifibly^  and  -. 
moft  confpicuoufly,  by  theHantd  of  thi;  . 
Almighty^  and  you  muft  read  fuch  Illufiri^ 
Ous  Annals  with  the  profoundeft  RfcVerenc<i 
and  Awe;  but  the  Ifraelites  conlidered  as  a 
J*eople,  their  gradual  Progrefs  as^a  Nation^ 
their  Principles,  Manners,  Cuftoms,   Go->. 

verhment,  Revolutions,  Forces    and  Re- 
vehues  very  much  corrcfpond  with  thofc  of 

Others; 

Throughout  every  Age,  Hilinan  Naturfe  .! 
is  feen  maintaining  its  rank  in  the  Creation/ 
improving  with  Arts  and  Science.    A  Pes* 
riod  fo  darki  clouded,  and  uhknoWn,  Man- 
Icihd  in  Infancy,  the  rude  beginnings  oK" 
Order  and  Civilization  in  veryflbwPrb^^^ 
gieiflion,  befpeaks  your  Candour,  and  mfuil^^ 
be  viewed  under  much  Diffruft  and  Obfcu^ 
rity.-' 

The 


f    vi    > 

The-  Hebrews,  '  an  immcnfe  "Body  ot 
FeQpIfis  confined  to  a  Corner  only  of  the 
IM^prld,  and  but  lately  let  loofe  from  the 
HouTe  of  Bondage,  a  Rabble  of  Slaves^ 
under  Pag^in  Prcjadices,  Ignorant  and  un- 
cultivated^ yoil  look  back  on  their  flou- 
rifhing  Hiftory,  and  fpecdy  Advancement 
with  Surprize  ;  the  Tribe  of  Judah  only 
had  more  than  Fifty  Capital  Towns. 

The  Natural,  very  flow  progrefs  of  Light 
and  Knowledge  in  Countries  and  King- 
doms, compared  with  the  rapid  Advance  it 
made  among  the  Ifraelites  is  wonderful, 
you  will  read  of  it  among  them,  far  more 
ufefully  difFufcd,  than  in  the.Hiftory  of 
any  other  Nation  or  Empire  in  the  World* 
and  this  fuperior  Light  burft  forth  at  a 
Time,  when  the  Jewifh  Laws  ftriftly  forbad 
all  Union  and  Connexions  witlv  Foreign 
Kingdoms,  all  National  Intercourfe  whati  , 
ever,  and  muft  confcfledly  be  afcribed  to 
their  Religious  Advantages,  obvioufly  in- 
fluential 


C    vu    ) 

fiuential  in  introducing  among  thetii  a 
Knowledge  ef  Science,  theufeful  Brancbe» 
of  Mechanics,  Geometry  and  the  Mathe- 
matics, feen  firft  in  Altars,  Monuments 
and  Pillars,  and  afterwards  fo  afionidiingfjr 
difplayed  on  Mount  Moriah,  in  the  cori- 
ftruftion  of  Magnificent  Palaces  and  Tem- 
ples, the  Court  of  Audience,  the  cele- 
brated Porch,  and  Splendid  Throne  of 
Solomon* 

The  State  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  at  that 
early  Period,  is  accurately  defcribed  by  the 
Prophet  Ezekiel  and  in  the  Book  of  Kings, 
more  than  a  Thoufand  Years  before  the 

Birth  of  our  Saviour. 

« 

In  Elegance  of  Language,  and  Beauty 
of  Compofition,  the  Jews  held  a  high  Pre- 
eminence. Homer  and  Hefiod  were  con- 
temporaries with  David,  but  Mofes  wrote 
his  Hiftory  four  Centuries  before,  and 
Mofcs's  Song,  although  the  raoft  ancient, 

is 
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^  the  fiiblimeft  piece  of  Poetry  in  thf 
World.  The  Pfalms  of  David,  (only 
four  Hundred  Years  after)  are  unequalled 
in  Magnanimity  and  Swectneft,  Praifes  and 
Thankfgivings,  irrefiftibly  engaging  you  iq 
Converfe  with  God. 

Solomon  (hone  the  firll  Moralift  an4 
^.iterary  Charafter.but  do  you  not  give  the 
Preference  to  the  Book  of  Job?  Wher« 
Sentiment  (although  ftrip*t  of  its  rich  At< 
lire  and  Poetic  SyeetQefs)/ flows  m  a  f«relr 
JingTideof  Majefty,  the  Embelliihment  of 
Xiiterature,  .the  Model  of  Sublime*  Wei^ 
wc  a(ked,  for  a  Specimen  pf  the  Digniti^ 
and  Beauties  of  Je wife  Author;;,  thePrq- 
phejies  of  Ifaiab,  are  uttered  in  enrapti|red 
Stiiins,  divinely  imprelfive,  and  a  Lofti- 

nefs  and  Grandeur,  an  animated  Stile 
abounding  with  Imagery  and  the  boldefl 
Figures,  charafterizes  the  writings   of  a!{ 

the  Leffcr  Prophets,  ^ifiinguiftied  by  their 
Spirit,.  Ira^petuofity  and  Eloquence. 
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in  another  point  of  view,  the  Hiftory 
will  strike  you  with  frefh  Wonder,   on'  a 
furvey  of  the  Wifdora  of  God,    and  the 
Ways  of  Providence  conducing  the  Ifrae- 
lite  t0  Conqueft  and  Empire.     Tracing  the 
finger  of  the  Almighty  felefting  out  his  In- 
ftrument,    prote6ling     the   Innocent,  and 
exalting  the  Humble,  executing  his  Ven- 
geance on  the  Guilty,  though  encircled  in 
the  higheft  Dignities^    bringing  about  his 
wife   Defigns,   by  fecret  influence   on  the 
Mind,  of  by   open  and  awful  tokens  of 
Difpleafure,     ftriking    the    AfTaflin   dead, 
diiirafting  him  with  Terror,  or  calling  him 
out  a  loathfome  Leper.      At    one   Time' 
fending  Famine  or  Peftilence  upon  a  Peo- 
ple, whom  no  kindnefs   could  reclaim,  or 
raining  down  fire  andbrimftone  ori  a  City 
and  its    Inhabitants.      At   another  Time* 
mercifully  fparing  the  Multitude,  but  fin- 
gling  out  the  Ring-leader  and  moft  obfti- 
nate  Revolters,    caufing  them  to  hear  his 
Vol.  I.  b  voice 
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voice  in  the  Thunder,  or  opening  the 
Earth  to  fwallow  them  up.  How  great 
our  furprize,  when  He  laid  bare  His  Arm^ 
and  conduced  the  Ifraelites,  all  on  foot, 
through  the  the  Red  Sea,  to  the  Wildernefs 
of  Etham,  and  drowned  an  Egyptian 
Prince,  and  his  Mighty  Hoft  purfuing 
them*  More  then  once,  deftroying  by 
Tempeft  a  Philiftine  Army  in  full  view 
of  the  Armies  of  Ifrael.  With  perfeft  cafe 
cffefting  his  defigns,  throwing  a  Multitude 
into  a  panick,  making  them  their  own 
deftroyers.  Thus  allotting  Vifiory  to 
Ifrael,  even  when  ihe  had  not  drawn  a 
Sword.  His  People,  he  fent,  to  gather 
up  the  Spoil,  and  three  whole  days  they 
gathered  it. 

So  illuftrioufly  do  thefe  Annals  difplay 
the  irrefiftible  Power  and  the  Majefty  of 
God,  his  never  ceafing  Providence  andjufl; 
Severity. 

Throughout 
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Throughout  the  Jewifli  Hiftory,  Virtue^ 
is  in  this  Life  diftinguifhingly  rewarded^ 
and  Vice  is  almofl:  always  puniflied.  The 
Jew  was  therefore  depreffed  under  fufFer- 
ings,  he  could  only  forrow  in  Adverfity,  it 
is  the  Privilege  of  the  Chriftian  and  his 
Glory  to  rejoice. 

Though  I  can  never  fpeak  too  highly  of 
the  Religious  advantages  of  thelfraelite,  nor 
enough  venerate  the  glorious  manifeftation 
and  extraordinary  Providence  with  which 
he  was  blefled,  yet  the  Religion  prefcribed 
him  was  ceremonious,  and  Jewifli  Cere- 
monies, in  'their  Pomp  and  Splendour,  re- 
fembled  Pagan.  A  part  of  it  was  called 
the  Ccren^onial  Law,  and  intended,  by  de- 
grees, to  uflier  in  the  Chriftian  ^Era. 

It  was  a  figure  only,  exprefsly  called  a 

Shadow  of  good  things  to  come.     St.  Paul 

refcmbles  the  Jewifh  Worfhip  to  a  State  of 

Infancy,  Rites  and  Ceremonies  adapted  to 

b  3  the 


the  Capacities  of  Children.  The  true  Light, 
here  kindled  and  prelerved,  was  to  blaze 
out  at  a  diftant  Period,  be  gradually  difFufed 
over  the  World,   and   advance  more  and 
more  to  the  Majefly  and  full  luftre  of  me- 
ridian Day,    The  Jew  had  no  clear  Idea  of 
pure  a^  Tpiritual  Devotion,  he   had  wit* 
neffed  the  Pageantry  of  Pagan  Cerem.onies, 
vifible  objefts   of  his  worfhip,  and  Cere- 
mony with  the  Jew  was  a  rivited  prejudice, 
as  congenial  with  his  Ideas,  as  Fluidity  with 
his  Rivers,  or  Light  with  Day.     He  could 
never  raife  his  thoughts  to  the  contempla- 
tion of  a  pure  Spirit,  unfeen  and  incora* 
prehenfible.     One  Supreme  Father  of  all, 
ever  prefent  in  Power  and  yet  no  where  in 
appearance  was   far  above  his  conception. 
Something    of   (hape    and  figure,    was  a 
God  more  familiar  to  him,  eafier  known, 
one  that  aided  his  fancy,  and  (as  he  thought) 
excited  Devotion;  fuch  he  had  every  day 
witnefled  in  Egypt.     Hence,    throughout 

their 


C    xiii    } 

their  whole  Hiftory,  you  will  notice  a 
wonderful  prone^nefs  to  Idolatry,  and  the 
high  Offence  it  gave ;  they  found  it  a  Reli- 
gion eafy  to  praftife,  what  the  vicious  and 
moft  abandoned  could  follow.  Pagan  wor- 
Ihip  requiring  no  Morality,  favoured  all 
their  paffions,  was  friendly  and  alluring  to 
their  vices,  to  their  darling  and  moft  crimi- 
nal indulgencies. 

An  oftenfible  part  of  the  Jewifli  wor- 
fhip  was  Sacrifice.  As  Farmers  and 
Herdfmen  much  of  the  riches  of  the  Peo- 
ple confifted  in  their  Cattle,  and  by  offer- 
ing up  a  part  of  their  food  and  property 
to  God,  they  acknowledged  his  Gifts  and 
Superintendency.  But  Sacrifices  were  alfo 
Fines  and  Punifhments,  Sin  was  hereby 
made  chargeable  and  coftly  to  the  Tranf- 
greffon  The  placability  of  God  was  plea- 
fingly  exhibited  in  his  acceptance  of  the 
offering,  and  thus  allaying  the  fears,  and 
quieting  the  confcience  of  the  penitent 
offender.      Some    Sacrifices    were    called 

Thankf- 
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Thankfgivings,  and  then  the  offender  col- 
Icfled  his  Friends  and  made  a  feaft ;  a  part 
of  the  fat  was  burnt  on  the  Altar,  one  joint 
was  a  fee  belonging  to  the  Prieft,  and  all 
the  reft  eat  up  with  his  Party.     Emblema- 
tically they  exhibited  the  odious  nature  of 
Ch,  fo  deferving  of  death,  and  by  an  apt 
figure  they  held  up,  in  perpetual  view,  the 
Lamb  of  God,  the  Sacrifice  for  the  Sins  of 
the  World,  hereafter  to  be  made.     With- 
out the  Death  of  Chrift,  how  unmeaning 
the  Pomp  and  Splendour  of  Jewilh  Cere- 
monies ? 

Another  part  of  their  Religion  was  com^ 

memorative  Feafts  and  Solemn  Fafts.     The 

Tabernacle  Feaft  reminded  them  of  their 

long  Journey  through  the  Wildernefs,  the 

Pafs-over,  of  their  merciful  Efcape,  when 

God  fmote  the  firft  born  of  Egypt.    The 

Feaft  of  Trumpets  perpetuated  the  awful 

manner  of  giving  the  Law  from  Mount 

Sinai,  and  Pentecoft  was  an  acknowledg- 
ment 
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mrnt  of  the  All-bounteous  Giver,  by  oflfer- 
ing  him,  the  firft  fruits,  of  the  year,  of 
the  Land  of  Canaan. 

Having  ventured  to  mention  the  Extra* 
ordinary  Providence  exercifed  over  the 
Jew,  and  alfo  his  Religion,  I  am  defccnd- 
ing  to  Manners,  Drefs,  Cuftoms,  Ufages, 
and  Modes  of  Life  to  familiarize  his  Cha- 
rafter  to  the  Young,  before  they  examine 
his  Hiftory,  his  Laws  and  Government. 

The  Splendour  of  his  City,  Magnifi- 
cence of  his  Palaces,  and  the  Temple  of  his 
God  are  repeatedly  difplayed  by  the  Sacred 
Hiftorians. 

Among  the  very  poor,  the  Jewifli  gar- 
ments were  Hides,  and  dreflcs  made  of 
Sheep-fkins  and  Goat-fkins,  Hair-cloth, 
coarfc  Hemp,  whereof  Sack-cloth  was 
made,  the  deep  and  ufual  mourning  of  the 
Jew.  But  the  richer  were  clad  in  fine 
Rnen,   in    filks,   wollen    clothes  and  rich 

embroid- 
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embroideries;  by  exprefs  orders  all  of  them 
wore  fringes,  a  memorial  of  the  Law  of 
Jehovah  which  they  were  commanded  to 
do.  The  Women  were  covered  over  with 
a  Veil,  and  it  was  efteemed  always  immo- 
deft  to  appear  abroad  without  one. 

Of  all  colours,  white  was  what  they  prized 
mod,  next  to  that  blew,  or  (ky  colour, 
but  on  the  change  of  Government  and 
Reign  of  the  Kings,  Princes  and  Officers 
of  the  Houfehold  and  Army  began  to  wear 
more  fliowy  Colours,  and  Saul  cloathed 
the,  Daughters  of  Ifrael  in  fcarlet,  others 
were  dreffed  in  crimfon,  and  the  richeft  of 
all  was  purple. 

The  Grecian,  and  the  Roman  drcfs,  is 
handed  down  to  us  in  bulls  and  pictures, 
but  no  figure  or  refemblance  of  a  Jew  was 
ever  made.  The  Woman  of  fafhion  was 
clad  in  needle  work,  or  rich  fluffy  from 
Tyre,  they  wore  Jewels,  and  among  other 

orna* 
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ornaments,  a   tinkling  bell  on  each  leg^ 
which  gave  a  mufical  cadence  to  their  fteps^ 

The  Meps  drefs  confided  of  a  twnic  and 
drawers  of  linen,  aijd  an  upper  garment 
like  a  loofe  cloak,  occafionally  wrap^ 
round,  and  confined  by  a  girdle,  and  on 
that  girdle,  hung  his  money  bag.  The 
vpper  garment,  the  Jew  could  never  pawiji 
for  longer  than  the  day,  at  night  the  pledge 
was  always  reftored,  for  it  was  his  bJapke^ 
and  night  coycripg. 

The  Gallanjry  pf  the  Jew  did  not  confift 
in  the  falhion  of  his  drefs,  but  his  number 
of  changes,  bright  colours,  rich  fringe? 
and  embroideries.  A  fond  Father  decked 
his  favourite  boy  in  a. coat  of  many  colours, 
rainbow  lilf^e,  and  at  his  wedding  arrayed 
him  in  all  his  gaiefl  ornaments,  encircled 
him  with  flambeaus,  and  Jed  him  through 
the  ftreets  of  Jerufalem.  Thus,  at  mid- 
pight,  was  the  Bridegroom,    and  his  gla- 

VoL.Iv  c  ring 
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rrng  lights,  like  a  rifing  Sun,  uiliercdf  (mt 
ftrom  his  chamber  with  his  friends* 

After  Marriage  the  Jew  had  one  year 
allowed  him  to  live  at  home,  he  was  ever 
afterwards  liable  to  be  fummoned  to  the 
field,  to  repair  to  the  place  of  general  ren- 
dezvous^ and  bring  a  ninth's  Provifion 
with  him;  every  Tribe  was  a  little  Com- 
mon-wealth within  itfelf,  and  the  whole 
People  of  Ifrael,  maybe  looked  upon,  as  a 
body  of  Militia,  trained  up  in  War,  and  in 
time  of  Peace,  employed  in  Agriculture. 

'  After  it  became  a  Monarchy,^  the  King 
ufiially  was  his  owrt  General,  headed  his 
Army,  aiid  his  firft  Officer  was  ftiled,  his 
Commander  in  Chief,  then  the  Princes  or 
Chiefs  of  the  Tribes,  Captains  of  thou- 
fands,  Captains  of  hundreds,  of  fifties,  of 
tens^  and  of  threes,  and  the  Mufter-mafter$ 
were  called  Scribes. 

Mofes    had   trained   up    his  People   tb 
Arms,    bmt    it  was  intended  only  to  put 

them 
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them  in  poffeflion  of  peace  and  enjoy- 
ment, when,  after  the  divifion  of  the 
ILands,  ev*ry  one  was  direSed  to  farm 
his  cmn  Eftatt,  prune  his  own  Vine  and 
jpldugh  his  field.  The  reward  held  out 
to  the  Jew  was  a  quiet  life^  A  peaceful 
futing  under  his  Vine  and  his  Fig-tree, 
neither  gold^  nor  filver,  nor  ftately  houffts 
were  promifed  him,  but  the  former  and  the 
Jatte^  rain,  plentiful  fcafons,  C6fh,  wiric 
and  ©iU  iacreafc  of  Cattle,  and  a  teultitade 
0f  Children. 

All  SpefiijiLclcs,  Places  of  diverfion,  and 
Theatrical  rep refentat ions  were  forbad  the 
Jew,  and  every  fpecics  of  Gaming*  No 
^ain  was  lawful  that  depended  on  chance^ 
Their  Convocations  and  folemn  Feftival« 
\vere  their  grand  amufement,  fuch  were 
freqticfttly  ocGuring,  and  mofl:  magnifi- 
cently kept;  at  thefe  Fcafts,  befides  eating 
and  drinking,  the  bands  of  Jewilh  Mufic 
elegarttly  played,  and  the  voices  all  ftruck 
C2  up 
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tip  liarponiouSy  and  detached  parties  wortf 
jpdding  the  dancfi  in  high  feftivity  and  joy» 

A  Vintage  Feaft,  Harveft  and  Sheep- 
Aearing  Feafts,  were  perpetually  in  family 
rotation.  Except  on  thefe  feafons  of 
merriment  and  hofpitality,  the  ordinary 
diet  of  the  Jew,  was  fimple  and  plain. 
Pulfe  a  (fort  of  Potatoe),  parched  corn^ 
bread  dipped  in  vinegar,  raifons,  figs, 
milk,  honey  and  fonie  flefhi  the  firft  and . 
moft  dainty    treat,    was    a    fatted  calf. 

The  High-Prieft  was  the  Title  nearefl: 
Allied  to  royalty*  Splendid  Titles  Were 
unknown  among  them.  Recorder,  Trea- 
furer,  Counfellor,  Judge,  General-Officers, 
but  the  more  ufual  were  Chiefs  arid  Elders 
and  Scribes. 

The  Prophets  and  Propheteffes  wer« 
venerated,  almoft  all  of  them  God-like  an4 
pko^  exjilted  charafters,  looked  up  to,  as, the 
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eft&bliftied  Oracles  of  their  Goutatry,  awful ' 
and  highly  important  Melfcftgers,  and' 
confulted  on  all  epaergencies. 

Seafons  of  mourning,  were  expreflRve  of" 
rdal  griefs  and  fore  diftrefs.     They  begad 
with  tearing  ther  cloaths   to  pieces,    un^ 
covering  their  heads,  fmiting  their  breafts^ 
-  plucking  oflF  their  hair,  putting  aihes  on 
tWir    heads,    Valkjng    bare- foot,  wearhig 
fack*cloath  ti?xt  the  fkin,  and  lying   on 
the  bare  ground.     Immediately  on  a  per- 
fon*s  death,  all  his  relations  in  this  mourn^ 
iul  plight  repaired  to  the  houfe,  fat  thera- 
felves  down  on  the  ground  in  profound 
filehte,  nothing  was  heard   but  fighs,  and 
i  funeral  ditty,  piped  on  fome  inftrument 
by  the  Undertaker  and  His  Men*     They 
had    witnefled  the  Ceremony  of  Embal- 
ment  in  Egypt,  and  it  was  praftifed  among 
the  rich,  but  a  poor  man^s  body  was  only 
waflied.      The    Mourners    never  left  the 
hpuffe,  until  the   corpfe   was  buried,    and 

whatever 
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whatever  they  eat  or  drank,  was  brought 
them  on  the  ground* 

To  this  tedious  detail  of  Jewifh  Cuftoms, 
permit  me  to  add  a  fli6rt  account  of  their 
Trade,  although  until  the  reign  of  Solomon, 
they  never  feem  to  havci  fet  a  high  value 
on  Merchandize, 

The  Hebrews  had  long  been  eyewit- 
neffes  to  its  many  advantages.  By  the 
Red  Sea  the  Egyptians  carried  on  a  large 
trafiickto  all  the  known  parts  of  the  Eaft, 
and  when  the  Ifraelites  were  fettled  in 
Canaan,  they  had  an  opportunity  of  view- 
ing the  Sea  trade  of  the  Phaenicians,  and 
the  immenfe  treafures  they  acquired.  Some 
of  the  Tribes,  Zebulon  in  particular,  ex- 
tended on  the  Weft,  even  to  the  fhore  of 
the  Mediterranean  Sea,  and  almoft  to  the 
Very  gates  of  Sidon;  they  muft  therefore 
have  noticed  the  inhabitants  of  that  great 
City,  fo  famous  for  Its  navigation,  bring' 

home 
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home  from  time  to  tiijie,  their  riches,  and 
moft  likely  would  be  tempted  to  take  i| 
part  with  them.  Joppa  ferved  as  ^  Port  to 
Judaea  and  Jerufalem,  and  Solomon  made 
ufe  of  it  to  import  the  materials  for  hi* 
buildings ;  for  .this  wife  Prince,  fent  to 
King  Hiram,  for  a  number  of  his  moft 
fkilful  workmen  in  metals,  ftone  and  wood. 
Founders,  Mafons,  Carvers  and  ArehiteSs^ 
Bind  then  raifed  a  Levy  of  thirty  thoufand 
ifraelites  no  doubt  to  be  inftrufted  by 
them,  for  the  curious  part  of  all  the  wofkf 
was  wrought  on  the  Plains  of  Jordan, 

At  that  time  all  the  Oriental  Coaft  of 
Africa  went'  under  the  general  name  of 
Ophir,  and  all  the  Wcftern  Coaft  of  Africa 
and  Spain  was  then  called  Tarfliifh,  but 
we  do  not  hear  of  the  Hebiiews  having, 
much  diftant  Commerce  by  Sea  before  the 
I^avigation  regularly  carried  on  in  the  reign 
of  Solomon.  There  were  then  two  Fleets,, 
one  failed  from  Tyre  under  the  infpeQion 

of 
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of  King  Hiram,  in  which  Solomon  had  a 
ihare,  and  the  other  was  more  diieftly 
fitted  out  by  the  Ifraelites. 

Thefe  Fleets  failed  through  the  ftraits  of 
Gibralter  quite  to  Guinea, 

Solomon  carried  on  a  TrafEck  with  the 
Spice  Merchants  in  Arabia  and  the  5out.h, 
and  another  profitable  Merchandize  with 
the  inhabitants  in  the  North,  and  he  traded 
largely  to  Egypt  for  Linens,  Yarns,  Horfes 
and  Carriages. 

Although  the  Jewifli  Territories  wer^ 
fo  fmall^  the  Hebjiews  fo  very  numerous, 
and  their  Sabbatic  year  deprived  them  of 
the  produce  of  oiae  year  in  feven,  yet  they 
exported  great  quantities  of  Corn,  Oil, 
Honey,  Wine,  ^nd  Fjruits  to  Tyre  and 
other  Countries 

i  The  Nations  who  were  tributary  to  them, 
paid  their  tribute  in  fuch  Commodities,  as 
their  Country  abounded  with,    either  for 

food 
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fcod  or  raiment,  and  the  annual  Tribtit* 
to  Ifrael,  from  Meflia  King  of  Moab  was^ 
one  hundred  thoufand  Lambs,  and  as 
many  Rams  with  their  wooL 

The  Additions  are  large  to  the  Hiftd* 
Jrical  Parts,  as  in  our  Bibles^  enough 
is  not  told  of  the  reigns  of  fome  of  thd 
jewiih  Kings,  to  intereft  you  in  their  Story^ 
for  the  book  of  the  Chronicles  of  the  Kings 
of  Judah  and  Ifrael,  fo  often  referred  to^ 
is  loft.  A  very  humble  attempt  is  made! 
to  feparate  their  Reigns,  occarioning 
much  repetition,  and  fometimes  (it  mult 
be  allowed)  obfcuring  the  Period.  Their 
charafters,  here  enlarged,  are  held  up 
for  imitation,  or  portraits  of  Vice  anci 
Deformity. 

The  Ifraelitirti  Hiftory^  as  conveyed 
down  to  us  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
Teftaraent,  finiihes  with  the  Book  of 
Efther,  in  a  very  concife  and  moft  fuper- 
iicial  manner,    it    is    here    carried  on' to 
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the  death  of  Herod,  introduSory  to  the 
Birth  of  Our  Saviour,  foon  ?ifter  wholp 
Death,  God  chofc  to  punifti  the  Jews  by 
putting  an  end  to  their  Polity,  a  total  def- 
truftion  of  their  City,  and  extinflion  to 
their  Empire. 

Some  parts  of  thefe  EfTays,  pointed  out 
to  the  Young,  in  the  new  and  wife  infti- 
tutions  of  Sunday  Scnools,  might  prove 
of  advantage  to  tlietn*  The  Seafon  of 
Youthj^  is  a  Seafon  of  difcipHne,  lively,  fin-  • 
cere,  modeft  and  refpeftfuK  Unpreju- 
diced, and  unrobbed  of  its  innocence,  the 
Mind  is  open  and  difpofed  to  conviftion, 
warmly  glows  with  events  and  the  interefts 
of  others,  and  when  once  you  h^vc 
fixed  their  attention,  they  are  all  on  the 
Jiften  to  improve. 

My  firft  view  in  writing  them  centred  at 
home,  and  I  feel  much  depreffed  at  their 
appearance  abroad.    Unequal  arc  aU  my 

powers 


(     xxvii     ) 

*    ■ 

powers    and    endeavours   to  dcfcribe  this 

■f  -   •  •  • 

once  happy  Country,  long  dcfolate  and 
forlorn,  its  ancient  manners,  ufages,  and 
laws,  a  People  once  fo  highly  favoured. 
Revolutions  brought  about  by  Infinite 
Wifdom,  and  executed  by  Almighty 
Power. 

I  furvey  the  attempt  with  the  profoundeft 
reverence,  felf-abafement,  and  aniiety. 

My  day  of  life  far  fpent,  and  nothing, 
'  to  mp,  c^f  importance  left,  but  how  to 
clofe  the  fcene  with  honour  and  ufefulnefs. 
My  reward  already  recciyedw  I  am  offer- 
ing ray  Mite  (all  I  have  to  give)  to  encou- 
rage the  Reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 

My  Young  Friends,  fearch  for  yourfelves, 
there  is  ableffing  annexed  to  your  lafboun 

The  Hiftory,  is  in  part  wrote,  by  a 
Faithful  Hiftorian,  the  Ifraelitifti  Law- 
giver, graced  with  the  Wifdom  of  the 
Statefman,  the  Elegance   and  fweetnefs  of 
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the  Poet,  and  Authors  have  atteftedi 
that, 

^^  There  is  nothing  fo  fwcet,  fo  tender  and 
^'  pathetic,  and  at  the  fame  time  nothing 
*^  fo  grand,  fo  Majeftic,  fo  terrible,  and  fo 
^^  harmonious,  as  the  Poetie  parts  of  the 
^f  Old  Teftament/* 

What  will  epdear  to  you  the  memory  of 
this  firft  Jewifli  Prince,  This  lUuftrious 
Chief,  is  his  exemplary  Piety,  that  ftriking 
feature,  by  which  alone  (at  a  time  when 
Courage  and  Condufl  ftood  him  in  no 
ftead)  he  fo  often  refcued  his  People  from 
Deftruftion,  infpired  them  with  Glory, 
and  led  them  on  to  Coiiqueft  and  Empire. 

Permit  me  to  conclude  by  reminding  my 
Reader  of  the  very  wonderful  Patronage, 
ftill  vifibly  upholding  the  Ifraelite.  After 
the  ravage  of  Peftilence,  Earthquake,  and 
Famine,  of  Wars,  Maffacres,  and  Perfe- 
cutions,  the  Difperfcd  and  Vanquilhed 
Jew  (looking  to  a  once-more  happy  union) 

are, 
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are,  to  the  number  of  three  million;, 
by  the  Providence  of  God  yet  fignally 
prefervcd.  Strangers  no  where,  Traficking 
everywhere,  the  Money-holders  and  Bro- 
kers of  a  World.  Thus  the  Jew  exifts, 
diftinft,  unmixed,  furviving  all  his  Con- 
querors, enaQing  no  one  law,  elefting  no 
Magiftrate,  enjoying  no  where  the  full 
cxercife  of  his  religion,  incorporated  with 
no  one  Nation  Kingdom  or  Empire, 
yet  guarded,  and  licenfed,  and  admitted 
jimongft  them  alK 
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JCRANKLY  to  conjejs,  thdt  in  the  fHoJl  unrefer^ 
ved  manner,  I  haw  availed  myfel/  of  fuchjburces 
cf  Information  as  my  Situation  afforded  me,  that 
I  have  Jreely  borrowed  from  Books,  and  diligently 
fought  materials  for  my  EJfays  from  Authors^ 
puilick    LeHures^   and     Converfation. 

Ihe  Indulgence  of  my  Friends  with  earntfinefs  I 
folicit,  their  Kindnefs  I  mojl  gratefully  acknowledge. 

While  I  have  held  up  to  view  fome  CharaSers 
highly  glorious  and  exemplary,  it  has  been  my  fate 
to  introduce  others,  which  feem,  only  to  have  been 
written  in  blood. 

The  Book  is  dejigned  for  the  Young,  the  atten^ 
iion    of  the  ferious  hopeful  Youth  the  prize  ambiti^ 
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9ujly  contended  for.  To  engage  him  in  purJUits 
rational  and  delightful^'^Givc  him  a  prefent  plea^ 
Jure----enfure  him  a  Jlill  greater  reward  in  Jviurt^^ 
and  a  peace  and  joy  which  no  other  RetrofpeS 
could  ever  yield  him.  Thusy  and  Thus  only,  is  he 
thrice  blejfedy  and  progrtffivily  to  advanu  through 
endltfs  Ages  of  Divine  Jmprovemcni^  ^If-appro^ 
iation^  and   Happinefs. 

As  yet  unprejudiced,  the  Young  may  with  candour 
accept  an  arrangement  of  Anciint  Hijlory  metho* 
iifed  for  their  perufal,  and  [the  attempt  (however 
humble)  to  point  out  m&ny  BtatUies  thty  perhaps  may 

have  forgot.    'Tis  firely  an  009^  field  for  Emum 
lation^  and  it  would  give  me  real  pUofure  ta  refcue% 
from  ohfcurity  any  one  of  the  Elegancies  of  Sacred 
JHiflory  yet  unnoticed,  and  invite  them  to  affifi  me 
in  purfuing    the    enquiry. ' 

**  Full  many  a  Gem  of  purefi  ray  ferene^ 
•*  The  dark  unfathomed  caves  of  ocean  bear  ; 
**  Fu  LL  many  a  flower  is  born  toblufh  unfeen^ 
^  And  wafie  its  fweetnefs  in    the  defert   air^ 
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TH  E  iSRAEtlTES  were  feparated  from 
amidftan  Idolatrous  World,  to  preferve 
the  knowledge  of  the  One  fupreme  God,  the 
father  of  All,  and  the  purity  of  his  Worfliip, 
while  all  the  Nations  around  them  were  Idolaters. 

The  Jtwi/h  Territories  altho'  of  very  (mall  Ex- 
tent, and  hid  in  Solitary  obfcurity,  unnoticed  by 
Authors  who  defcribe  the  Kingdoms,  and  all  the 
powerful  States  around  them,  yet  claim  a  patient 
&  diftinguilhed  examination  from  the  multiplicity, 
.  Variety,  and  Extraordinary  Tranfaftions  authenti- 
cally recorded  and  highly  interefting, 
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The  Clioicie  allotted  them  to  be  God's  peculiar 
People— —J7^AomA  was  their  Judge,  Lawgiver, 
ic  king — —With  a  high  Hand  and  a  ftretched  out 

^  Arm,  Their  Deliverer  from  Egyptian  Bondage 

A  Zigzag  journey,  and  of  forty  years,  when  thedif- 
tance  was  fo  fhort  from  Egypt  to  Canaan — Awful 
ftrange,  and  many  wonderful  Events  tending  lo 
reftify  their  errors,  diveft  them  of  prejudice,  and 
educate  them  for  the  high   honours  He  intended 

them the  aftonilhing  Proof  of  His  Patronage 

and  Power,  by  laying  bare  His  Arm,  making  a 
Paffage  for  them  through  the  Red  Sea,  all  on  foot 

to  the  Wildernefs  of  Etham ^His  feeding  in  the 

Defert  this  immenfe  Multitude  day  by  day 
The  vifible  appearance  of  Gtory  filling  the  teot 
where  the  Ark  of  God  was  depofited,  regulating 
their  March,  a  Cloud  by  day,  a  Pillar  of  fire  by 
night :  when  this  Cloud  majeftically  rofe  and  flood 
over  the  Tent,  Ifraers  (landing  orders  were  to 
move  forwards  under  their  Divine  Proteftor— *» 
The  awful  and  tremendous  Voice  of  God,  pro- 
nouncing the  Law  from  Mrnnt  Sinai,  All  the  Peo- 
ple trembled,  the  Mountain  fmoaked,  the  Earth 
{hook,  and  the  fmoak  afcended,  and  a  loud  Trum- 
pet founded. — His  Rules  of  War — a  miraculous 
conqueft  of  a  Country,  populous,  warlike,  and 
I  rongly  fortified  by  Nature  and  Art.— —A  won- 
derful Revolution,  an  entire  new  Government, 

its 
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its  Polity,  diftinguiflied  advantages,  Laws  civil 
and  religious,  curious,  inftriaSive  and  intereft- 
ing. 

The  Scene  of  all  this  Glory  was  JUDjEA. 

Thjs  once  happy  and  highly  favoured  Spot  wa$ 
firft  peopled  by  Canaan,  Gjandfon  of  Noah,  and 
for  more  than  400  years  called  the  Land  of  Pro- 
mife  'till  the  promife  was  performed,  &  afterwards 
'twas  QdXXcA' Judah,  and  Ifrael^  as  confifting  of  thefe 

two  Kingdoms. r-JuDiEA,  that   being  the  mpft 

powerful    Tribe, PALESTINE;,    from    the 

PhUyiints  its  inhabitants. And  the  Holy  Land, 

from  being  the  Scenp  of  our  Saviour's  Paffion, 
Humiliation,  and  Sufferings. 

It  is  fituated  in  AJia  Minor ^  on  both  fides  the 
Jjliver  Jordan,  bounded  on  the  Weft  by  the 
Mediterranean  Sea^ — Syria,  and  Phoenicia,  on  the 
J^Iorth— Arabia  Deferta  on  the  Eaft,  Arabia  Petrca 
on  the  Sputh,  and  was  intended  to  take  in  'all 
thatTra^  of  Country  from  the  Ocean  to  the 
river  Euphrates.     The  Wildernefs  was  its  Limits 

to  the  South*- Lebanon  North.^^^-^—The -River 

Euphrates  Eaft and  the  Ocean  to  .  the  Weft/ 

Between    all   thefe  "Every  place    whereon  the 

B  2  Soles 
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Soles  of  your  feetfliall  tread,  fliall  be   yours** 
»,.      thus  ran  the  original  Edid. 

The  Coijntry  is  Mounts^inous,  but  beautifully 
faced  with  Vale  and  rifing  Ground,  cloathed  with 
the  Orange  and  the  Citron  grove,  withVineyard3 
interfefted  with  Lawn,  and  Arable  in  luxuriant 
crops,  and  more  than  once  a  year.  The  bud,  the 
bloffom,  and  the  ripe  fruit,  on  the  fame  tree  exhi- 
bit a  variety  of  beauty.  It  abounds  with  the 
fragrant  Balm  of  Gilead  and  Apples  of  Paradife 
by  hundreds  in  a  clufter.  Honey  ran  down  in 
plenty  from  the  Trees,  and  even  from  the  Rocks, 
the  induftrious  Bee  hiving  every  where.  Cotton 
. — Hemp — Flax — -and  Sugar  Canes  all  grew  in 
great  prof  ufion,  hill   and   vale  were  in  perpetual 

verdure, the  rifing  grounds  wooded  with  the 

fweet  Cyprefs,  Palm-trees,  and  the  ftately  Cedar 
the  River  Jordan  overflowed  its  banks,  lux- 
uriantly fertilizing  all  the  plain.  Sea-breezes,  and 
refrefhing  Springs,  in  rivulets,  and  dreams  invigor-. 
ated  and  beautified  a  very  principal  part  of  this 
once  happy  Country.  One  Acre  feemed  heaped 
upon  another,  increafing  its  matchlefs  fertility. 
The  Prophet  Ezekiel  czlls  it  the  glory  of  all  lands, 
Rowing  with  milk  and  honey, 
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U  far  exceeded  in  fruitfulnefs  the  celebrated 
l^nd  o|  Egypt^  lying  under  the  fourth  and  fifth 
Climates,  and  its  longeft  day  was  fourteen  hours 
axid  ^  quarter — its  extent  two  hundred  Miles  i^ 
lengthy  and  not  more  than  four-fcore  in  br^adtlu 
A  Soil  fo  luxuriant  Mofes  alfo  defcribes  as  (lowing 
with  Milk  and  Honey — A  land  of  brooks  and 
waters,  of  wheat  and  barley,  ot  Vines,  Figs,  Poni^ 
granates,  and  Oil,  and  the  Vintage  was  twice  an^ 
thrice  a  year,  its  bowels  were  Mines  of  iron,  and 
biafs,  and  its  furface  rich  in  pafturage  for  numerous 
Flocks    and  Herds   of  Cattle  great  and  fmalU 

Fifh  were  caught  in  the  greateft  abundance 
and  variety,  and  a  principal  Gate  of  the  City 
Jerufalem,  was  called  the  fifli-gatb. 

An  adjacent  Lake  fupplied  them  with  immenfc 
l^uantities  of   Salt,  efteemed  of  a  moid  ex:celleiit 
quality. 

Sacred  Hiftory  furniflies  you  with  proofs,  which 

aftonifli  you,  of  the  richnefs  and  fertility  of  th^ 

3oil,  and  the  bill  of  fare  of  one  Day's  confump# 

tion  in  the  Palace,  is  a  glowing  picture  ©f  Plenty 

j^d  bpfpitallity^ 

729 


<  6  ) 

729  Bufhels  of  Wheat. 
30  Oxen. 

100  Sheep      with  a  proportionable 

^aiitity  of  Venifon — Poultry — Fifh  and  Vegc- 

The  daily  religious  Cereuionies  in  the  Temple, 
<and  dlewhere,  confumed  muclvmore  Cattle,  and 
|he  Sacrifice  offered  up  at  the  folemn  and  magni- 
ficj^nt  dedication  of  it»  was 

Two  and  twenty  thoufand  Oxen, 

One  hundred  and  twenty  thouland  Sheep, 

^bt  fruitfulnefs  of  the  promifed  Land  is  accounted 
for,  from  "  the  Serene  temperature  of  the  Air, 
under  the  North-temperate  Zone,"  the  regularity 
of  its  Seafons,  "  the  ccHiftant  fruitful  ftiowers  of 
November  and  April,  called  the  former  and  the 
latter  Rain,  **  The  natural  richnefs  and  fainefs 
of  its  Soil,  requiring  no  Dung  nor  Manure,  and 
very  little  plowing,"  The  overflowing  of  the 
Sliver  Jordan,  annually,  foon  after  Eafter,  about 
the  time  of  the  early  harveft,"  from  the  en- 
couragement given  to  hufbandry,  every  inch  of 
Land  was  improved,  the  barren  places  yielded 
fomcthing,  Rocky  ground,  covered  with  Mould, 

produced 
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produced  corn,  pulfe,  and  pafture,  the  blefflng  and 
influence  ot  heaven  was  every  where  experienced* 

J  U  D  i£  A  was  divided  into  MaratineaiMt 
inland,  into  the  mountainous  or  hilly  CouQtiy.aad 
Champain  and  Valley,  and  as  the  River  Jordan 
ran  acrofs  it,  into  Judaea  on  this  fide,  and  beyoiid 
j4^dan«-~— but  a  more  confiderable  one,  was,  into 
twelve  Cantons  and  divided  by  lot  among  the 
twelve  Tribes,  of  which  ten  and  a  half  were 
feated  on  one  fide  the  River^  fnd  only  two  and  a 
.  half  on  the  other.  In  the  reign  of  Solomon  it 
was  divided  a  little  differently,  and  called  the 
twelve  Provinces  or  DiftriSs,  from  each  of  whicht 
an  Officer  or  Steward  was,  by  rotation  depud^ 
monthly  to  fupply  the  Kings-houfehold  with  Pro- 
vifipns,  each  cut  of  his  own  diftrid.  A  more  fatal 
Divifion  was  made  after  Solomon's  Death,  ten 
tribes  revolted  under  Jeroboam,  who  aflumed  the 
title  of  King  of  Ifrael,  two  Tribes  only  reolained 
•with  Reoboam,  Son  of  King  Solomon^  sluA  be 
9JFas  afterwards  ftiled  King  of  Judah, 

In  this  Diflrift  once  flourifhed  the  celebrated 
City  of  Jerufalem,  divided  into  four  pai;ts,  ^nd 
each  was  encloled  in  its  own  Walk. 

The  Old  City  on  Mount  Zion,  contained  a  fu- 

perb  Caaic   and  the    Palace  of  David The 

Lower 
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JLowerCity  on  the  fide  of  the  fame  hill,  callc(i 
the  Daughter  of  Zion,  contained  two  Magnificent 
Palaces  built  by  Solomon  for  himfelf  and  his 
Queen  the  Daughter  of  Pharoah,  and  a  third  for 
the  Princes  and  houfehold,  and  alfo  a  ftatety 
Amphitheatre,  capable  of  containing  Eighty  thou;- 
iknd  Spedators,  and  two  immenfely  ftrong  For-* 
tifications  which  were  called  CiTAOELs.«--The 
third  City  was  called  the  new  City,  inhabited  by 
Tradefmen,  Artificers  and  Merchants — The  fourth 
{iood  on  Mount  Moriah,  and  was  dignified  with 
the  moft  magnificent  Temple,  the  Ornament 
and  Glory  of  a  World,  immenfe,  of  polifhed 
Marble,  eighty  two  yards  high,  and  its  celebrac« 
cd  Tower,    twelve  hundred  feet. 

Under  the  vifible  Difpleafure  of  the  Almighty^ 
and  the  Turkifh  Yoke,  a  fad  and  difmal  Change 
is  now  experienced  in  J  U  D  iE  A,  by  far  the 
greateft  part  is  reduced  to  a  mere  Defert,  of  its 
numerous  Inhabitant^,  Millions  were  flain  under 
Titus,  thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  deftroyed  by 
Famine  and  Peftilence,  and  the  remainder  fold, 
and  difperfed  into'  alrt>oft  every  Clime  and  Country : 
and  of  fo  fmall  eftimation  were  they,  that  the 
price  of  four  Jews,  was  only  a  bufliel  of 
barley.  A  Sangiac,  the  prefent  Governor  refides 
in  a  houfe,  faid  to  have  been  Pontius  Pilate's,  the 

Churches 
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Churches  are  Mahometan  Mofques,  and  all   the 
trade  of  this   once    flour ifhing    and   highly   fa-  * 
voured  City,  is  beads,  reli6b,  and  provifion  for 
Travellers. 

The  City  reduced  to.  a  poor  thinly  inhabited 
Town,  on  a  rocky  mountain ;  the  Soil  ftoney, 
fandy,  and  barren. 

A  fliort  lived  change  (and  one  we  read  of  with 
aftonifhment)  this  City  experienced  under  the 
Emperor  Adrian,  after  Titus  had  plundered, 
burnt,  and  demolifhed  it.  The  Emperor  built  a 
City  on  its  Ruins,  and  ere^ied  a  ftatue  of  Jupiter 
over  the  place  of  the  Refurreftion,  a  Venus  on 
Mount  Calvary,  and  an  Adonis  at  Bethlehem  ; 
and  thefe  all  continued  till  the  Emperor  Conftan- 
tine,  and  his  mother  Helena,  a  Britifh  lady, 
pulled  them  down,  and  erefted  in  their  ftead 
magnificent  Churches,  now  remaining;  but  the 
Turks  are  the  matters,  and  keep  the  keys  in  their 
pofleffion. 

New  Colonies  from  diftant  countries  re-peopled 
Judaea. 

Inundation^,  of  Northern  Barbarians,  and 
the  blind   zeal  of  Chriftians  encountering  with 

C  Ma- 
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Mahometans,  have  completed  the  fad  and  total 
devaftation  of  it.  Herds  of  wild  Arabs,  living 
altogether  on  plunder  and  depredation,  Jeize  on  alt 
and  every  thing  they  meet.  The  dread  and  hor- 
ror of  Travellers,  inquifitively  viewing  fo  diftin- 
g<ii(hed  a  fpcrt,  dnd  its  once  famous  cities,  villages, 
and  towns,  tow  'moft  daTngerous  to  refort  to^  and 
mod  cpmfortlefs  to  live  in. 

Of  all  the  other  Tribes  their  very  name  is  loft, 
and  their  memory  fwallowed  up  in  the  neighbour- ' 
ing  kingdoms,*  wbofe  Princes  divided  die  land^ 
and  added  it  each  to  his  own  territories^ 
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On    the   Life   of  the   Fatriarck 
ABRAHAM. 

ABRAHAM,  the  faithful  fervant,  aod  the 
friend  of  God,  was  the  Son  of  Terah,  t 
lineal  defcendant  of  Noah. 

Abraham  was  born  in  Ur,  a.city^  of  Chaldea, 
S1097  Years  before  Christ,  and  107a  after  the 
Flood.    ' 

In  the  very  ancient  Statutes  of  Chaldea  it  is 

recordedi  ^\  Abraham  was  a  righteous  and  emi^ 

C  a  "  nent 
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«*  nent  man,  well  {killed  in  celefiial  Science,  and 
J«  a  teacher  of  Aftronomy." 

■  By  others  he  has  been  called  a  Royal  Shepherd ; 
and  this  highly  diftinguiftied  Charafter,  and  vene- 
rable Patriarch,  was  the  Father  and  the  Founder 
of  the  Jewilh  Empire. 

The  facred  Hiftorian  is  entirely  filent  as  to  the 
early  part  of  his  life.  He  firft  introduces  him  at 
the  age  of  feventy-four,  but  fills  up  all  the  re- 
maining Period  with  a  minute  and  moft  entertain- 
ing fucceffion  of  domeftic  Anecdotes  divinely  in- 
firuddve  and  exemplary. 

The  firft  thing  told  of  Abraham  is  his  filial 
Piety  and  dutiful  attendance  on  his  aged  parent ; 
who  now,  at  the  advanced  period  of  two  hundred 
and  five  years,  removed  with  all  his  family  and 
flocks  from  Chaldea  to  Haran,'a  city  in  Mefopota- 
mia,  and  the  year  following  died  in  that  country. 

It  was  foon  after  Abraham  had  paid  his  laft  due 
honours  to  his  Father,  and  attended  on  his  funeral, 
that  God  commanded  him  to  leave  his  patrimonial 
^ate,  and  native  home,  to  fojjourn  all  his  life,  a 
pilgrim,  in  a  ftrange  and  dift?tnt  country,  to  which 

God 
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Go0  had  dire6led  him.  And  Mofc^^  his  hi&oriaft, 
gives  a  long  and  interefting  account  of  his  life, 
travels,  trials,  and  the  very  wonderful  means  bjr 
vhich  divine  Wildom  and  Goodnefs  led  him  by 
the  hand  through  all,  by  fignal  and  molt  glorious 
promifes,  prefent  bldfings,  extraordinary  inter- 
politions,  deliverances,  and  fupport. 

Among  many,    there  was  one   promife  which 
highly  anipaated  and  encouraged  Abraham  : 

"  In  his  offspring  all  the  Nations  of  the  whole 
*'  earth  fhould  be  bleffed." 

And  yet  the  promife  was  made  under  very  apparent 
lingular  difcouragements,  which  occalioned  him  to 
be  more  thoughtful,  and  much  lefs  expe£ling  the 
bleffing. 

Abraham  however  inftantly  purfued  the  or- 
ders which  were  given  him ;  he  colleded  all  hisi 
herds,  and  his  flocks,  and  packed  up  his  furni- 
ture, houfehold  goods,  and  treafures  ;  he  fet  out 
on  his  journey,  with  his  beautiful  wife,  his  fer- 
vants,  and  his  cattle,  from  Haran,  his  family  rc- 
fidence,  and  travelled  through  Mefopotaraia  to 
the  land  of  the  Canaanites ;  and  there,  near  a 
populous  city,  named  Sichem,  pitched  his  tents, 

and 
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ftnd  Tcttied  his  family  abode.  Inftantly'oh  )iis 
arrival,  'he  fell  proftrate  on  the  ground,  with 
piety  and  true  devotion  he  worihipped  God,  and 
built  an  altkr  for  facrifice  and  thankfgiving. 

God  here  (oon  appeared  again  to  Abraham, 
and  confirmed  all  his  former  promifes,  afluring 
him  of  his  protedion  and  fupport.  And  God 
faid, 

•«  Caft  now  thine  eyes  all  round  the  horizon, 
<<  all  you  there  behold  Ihall  be  given  to  your 
pofterity." 

At  this  time,  a  famine  in  the  land  of  Canaan 
occafioned  Abraham's  removal  into  Egypt,  a 
country  affording  a  plentiful  fupply  for  the  wapts 
of  his  family  and  very  numerous  flocks.  The 
bleffing  of  Go  b  accompanied  Abraham  there ;  his 
cattle  greatly  increafed,  the  Egyptian  Prince  load- 
ed hitti  with  prefents,  his  herds  and  his  riches  are 
multiplied ;  but  here  a  new  trial,  a  mifunderftand- 
ing  of  the  Prince,  and  a  domeftic  alarm,  produced 
a  new  and  Ggnal  ihtcrpofition,  and  afrelh  convinced 
Abraham  oi  the  ever  watchful  care  and  jiroteQioQ 
of  bis  GoB. 

Fharoab, 
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Pharoah  ftruck  with  the  highly  pleafing  perfcm 
of  Sarah,  and  being  told  (he  was  his  fifter,  and 
not  Abraham's  wife,  indulged  his  affeftions,  and 
made  overtures  to  Sarah ;  who,  though  at  the  age 
o^  fixty-five,  was  fo  exquifitely  beautiful  as  to  en- 
danger  the  life  of  any  one  who  pafled  for  her 
holbahd — —Beauty  like  her's.  charmed  the  £gyp« 
tians,  and  captivated  Pharaoh. - 

The  Prince's  meffage  occafioned  an  explana* 
tion.     Pharoah  was  forely  and  difiia£lingly   dif- 
appointed,  and  the  King  ordered  Abraham  to  keep 
alt  his  rich  prefents,  but  to  leave  the  couhtry,   re* 
turn  with  his  numerous  herds,  his  very  beautiful 
wife,  and  his  (crvantsto^ Bethel,  where  he  was  now . 
inlformed  the  famine  had  entirely  ceafed,    Abra^ 
lam  obeyed,  and  inftantly  on  his  arrival  devoutly 
worlhipp^d  God,  offering  upon  his  own  altar  a 
grateful  facrifice,  recognized  afrelh  God's;  many  ' 
blellings^    and  this  his   laft  and  jignal  deliver- 


ance. 
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Sarah,  defpairing  of  bearing  herfelf  a   child, 

according  to  the  cuftom  of  that  age  and  country, 

promoted  a  connexion  between  her  /hufband  and 

Hagar,  who  was  her  hand-maid ;  refolving,  ra- 

'-'  •  '  thcr 
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rficr  than  not  at  all,  even  by    proxy,  to  be  a 
mother. 

Hsigar,  on  finding  berfclf  pregnant,  grew 
baughty,  behaved  with  infolence,  and  infuUed 
her  miftrefs.  Upon  Sarah's  remonftrance,  Hagar 
was  treated  with  fuch  feverity,  that  (he  chofe  ra* 
ther  to  leave  her  Tervice,  and  Ihe  privately  left 
the  family,  and  ftole  away  from  her  miftrefs. 

Hagar  took  the  road  towards  Egypt,  and  fct 
herfelf  down  by  the  fide  of  a  well  near  the  Town 
of  Sur.  In  this  folitary  fituation,  an  angel  ap- 
peared to  Hagar,  and  reminded  her  of  the  pro- 
priety of  turning  back,  making  a  dutiful  fubmif- 
fion  to  her  miftrefs,  and  acknowledging  her 
fault ;  and  the  Angel  told  her,  by  way  of  encou- 
ragement, ihe  fhould  foon  be  delivered  of  a  fon, 
and  he  ordered  her  to  name  him  IJhmaeL  Her 
fon  ftiould  be  valiant  and  warlike,  the  father  of  a 
mighty  nation,  but  his  hands  fhould  be  againft; 
every  man,  and  every  man's  hand  againft  hira. 
Upon  this  comfortable  good  news,  Hagar  was 
determined  to  go  home,  and  it  was  not  very  long 
fifter  that  flie  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  Son  ;  and 
as  Ihe  had  been  dircfted,  Hagar  named  him  IJhmaeL 
Several  tribes  of  wild  Arabs,  who  lived  in  tents, 

and 
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and  became  very  numerous,  were  the  offspring  oF 
JJhmatl\  and,  as  the  Angel  had  foretold,  they 
were  fierce,  warlike,  and  lived  much  upon  Ra- 
pine. 

Abraham,  not  expefting  now  another  fhild, 
at  firft  brought  up  IJhmacl  as  his  heir,  arid  the 
heir  of  the  promifes.  Hagar,  hoping  it  might 
tend  to  the  advantage  df  her  fon,  carefully  con- 
cealed all  the  Angel  had  told  her;  and  it  was 
thirteen  years  after  when  God  revealed  io  Abra-- 
ham  his  further  intentions,  arid  promifed  him  a 
fon  by  Sarah  his  wife. 

Soon  after  Abraham's  return,  God  was  pleafed 
again  to  notice  him,  and  renewed  all  the  promifes 
He  had  made  him  : 

"  All  the  land  he  faw  fliould  infallibly  be  given 
**  to  his  pofterity  ;" 

for  that  very  end  He  had  brought  him  thither  out  of 
Chaldea;  and  further,  to  encourage -^ir^^A^w,  God 
now  revealed  to  him  the  outlines  of  all  the  principal 
events  which  fliould  befall  his  family  for  the  fpace 
of  four  hundred  years  ;  after  which  period,  his 
pofterity  having  long  fojourned  and  been  in  bon- 
dage in  a  firange  land,  God  would^  at  that  time, 
D  punifli 
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punifli  their  Oppreflbrs,  and  give  to  them  the  land 
he  now  inhabited,  from  the  boundaries  of  the 
Nile,  which  ran  through  Egypt,  to  the  river,  the 
great  river  Euphrates,  which  divided  Canaan 
from  Syria;  but  he  himfclf,  in  a  good  old 
age,  fliould  firft  be  gathered  in  peace  to  his  fa- 
thers, and  peace  and  plenty  fmile  throughout  all 
his  habitations* 

Lot,  a  Nephew  of  Abraham's,  from  the  firft 
agreed  to  accompany  his  Uncle,  and  had  fet  out 
vith  him  from  Haran  :  they  had  now  long  lived 
together,  and  the  flocks  and  herds  of  both  had 
fo  greatly  increafed,  that,  for  the  convenience 
of  pafturage,  the  Uncle  and  the  Nephew  had 
confented  to  part.  At  this  time,  from  the 
mixture  of  the  two  families  fome  differences  and 
difputes  had  arofe  which  tended  to  haflen  the  re- 
paration. Abraham  faid,  •*  I  pray  thee,  let  there 
**  be  no  ftrife  between  thee  and  me,  and  thy 
**  herdfmen  and  mine,"  afligning  the  tendereft 
reafon,  "  for  we  are  brethren"— —And  Abraham 
offered  Lot  the  choice  of  place,  "  If  thou  wilt 
take  the  left  hand  I  will  take  the  right  be  it 
Nephew  as  thou  wilt^  and  God  bUfs  thee  whi*  ' 
therfoever  thou  gocft/* 

Abra« 
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Abraham  now  removed  his  tents,  and  his 
flocks  and  his  houfehold ;  Seaving  Bethel,  he  went 
and'dwelt  in  the  land  of  Moreh,  near  Hebron,  at 
that  time  the  capital  city  of  Judaea. 

Abraham  here  built  an  altar  to  the  Lord  ;  and 
being  rich  and  powerful,  he  commenced  a  friend- 
fhip  with  the  chiefs  and  mod  oppulcnt  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood^ and  by  fuch  wife  and  refpeftable  alli- 
ances he  continued  peaceably  to  live  amongft 
them  ten  years. 

It  was  while  he  refided  near  Hebron,  that 
>felchifedec,  a  royal  prieft,  furnamed  the  Juft 
King,  came  to  his  tent  and  bleffed  him,  and 
Abraham  prefented  him  with  the  tenth  part  of 
the  fpoils  he  had  lately  taken  from '  Chedor-la- 
omer,  a  neighbouring  prince,  who  had  moleft« 
cd  and  feized  upon  the  property  of  his  Ne- 
phew Lot  and  imprifoned  his  perfon— -^-^irdjAow, 
with  his  own  fervants,  and  the  numerous  fervants 
of  his  friends,  aflcmbled  in  a  body,  and  formed  a 
little  army  of  three  hundred,  and  they  fet  out  in 
a  party,  refqued  Lot  with  his  cattle  and  all  his 
treafures,  s^nd  what  they  had  taken  from  him. 
This  is  the  ytry  firft  account  we  read  of  refpeft- 
ing  Tythcs. 

D  9  AkhA^ 
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Abraham  removed  after  this  to  the  fruitful 
.vale  of  Mamre,  and  under  a  famous  Oak,  ever 
after  held  in  high  veneration,  the  Patriarch  pitched 
his  tent,  and  continued  in  this  valley,  about  fifteen 
miles  from  Hebron. 

God  was  pleafed  once  more  to  appear  to  Abra- 
hm  in  this  his  new  habitation  ;  and,  in  a  vifion. 
He  confirmed  anew  the  promifes  he  had  made 
him,  afTuring  Abraham,  ^^ 

'*  He  would  be  his  exceeding  great  reward.** 

As  he  was  ftill  childlefs,  Abraham  prefqmed  to 
name  his  doubts,  and  ventured  to  expoftulatc 
with  GoD;  he  could  not  comprehend  how  the 
promifes  refpefting  his  pofterity  could  be  fulfilled, 
and  it  wa3  now  told  him  he  Ihould  have  a  fon  and 
heir.    And  God  faid, 

**  Lift  now  up  thine  eyes  to  heaven,  behold  I 
**  will  make  thy  pofterity  more  numerous  than  the 
I'  ftars  thereof." 

Abraham  could  not  forbear  afking  a  token 
whereby  he  might  be  affured  of  fo  diftinguiflied 
§  bleffing  J  and  Goji  ordered  him  to  pick  out 

from 
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from  his  flocks,  an  heifer,  a  goat,  and  a  ram,  all 
of  them  were  to  be  of  three  years  old,  and  alfa 
a  pigeon  and  a  turtle  dove,  to  prepare  them  aU 
for  facrifice,  and  lay  them  on  the  altar. 

Abraham  obeyed,    he  killed  the  beads  and 
the  birds,  divided  them  in  pieces,  he  firft  placed 
the  beads,  and  over  them  the  birds,  and  fet  them 
in  feparate  heaps,  and  while  he  ftood  watching 
them,   and  keeping  off  the  flies  (in  that  warm 
country),  juft  at  fun-fet,  a  deep  fleep  fell   upon 
him]  and  a  horror,  and  intenfe  darknefs  accom- 
panied it— God   again    revealed    the    principal 
events  about  to  happen;    after  which  Abraham 
awoke  and  faw  a  fmoking  furnace,  and  a  bright 
burning  lamp  paffing   between    the  viftims  and 
confuming  them — highly  delighted  at  this  token 
of  the  prefence  of  his  Qod,  Abraham  ran  imme- 
diately  to  his  beloved  wife,  imparting  this  gle«i 
rious  new  ratification  and  covenant  God  had  thu^ 
gracioufly  made  him. 

Abraham  having  arrived  to  the  age  of  ninety- 
nine,  God  commanded  him.  now  to  change  his- 
name  from  Abram  to  Abraham,  the  latter  figni^ 
fying  the  Father  of  many  nations ;  and  Gk>D  af. 
fared  him^  Kings  ihould  come  out  of  his  loins^ 

his 
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bis  pofterity  Ihould  be  lords  and  owners  of  the 
land  in  which  he  was  only  a  pilgrim  and  a 
firanger,  his  Reprcfcntatives  fhould  poCTefs  the 
whole* 

God  now  appointed  the  ceremony  of  circum- 
cifion,  and  commanded  Abraham  to  circumcifc 
all  the  males  of  his  family,  and  henceforward  God 
^inftituted  that '  ordinance  to  be  performed  on 
every  male  child  the  eighth  day  after  the 
birth. 

Abraham's  happinefs  is  now  completed,  he  is 
now  exprefsly  informed,  Sarah^  his  beloved  wife, 
fhould  bring  him  the  heir  of  all  his  future  blefT- 
ings,  and  Abraham  was  dire£led  to  call  his  name 
Ifaac. 

•*  Within  the  following  year  Sarah  (hould  bear 
<•  him  Ifaac,  and  in  his  feed  all  the  nations  of  the 
f  whole  earth  (hould  be  bleffed. — ^ 

Overpowered  by  the  glorious  tidings,  Abraham 
lay  proftrate  on  the  ground,  devoutly  worihipping 
and  gratefully  praifing  God. 

As  foon  as  he  arofe  he  fet  about  performing  this 
Uft  and  new  injunction ;  and  Abraham  circumcifed 

bimfelf* 
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himfelf,  his  fon  Ilhoiael,  and  all  the  males  in  hk 

family. 

Abraham  ftill  dwelt  in  the  vale  of  Mamre, 
and  as  he  was,  fitting  one  day  iat  the  door  of  his 
tent,  under  the  venerable  oak,  he  faw  afar  oflF 
three  men  whom  he  took  to  be  flrangers.  Abra« 
ham  inftantly  arofe  and  walked  forwards  to  meet 
them ,  bowing  low  he  refpcClfully  fainted  them, 
and  invited  them  in.  One  of  the  three  was  emi- 
nently confpicuous  from  the  other  two,  and  Abra- 
ham addrefled  him  as  chief, 

"My  Lord,  (fays  he)  pafs  not,  I  pray  you, 
**  away  from  thy  fervant — let  a  little  water  be 
*'  brought  to  wafli  your  feet,  and  reft  und^r  the 
**  tree — I  will  fetch  a  morfei  of  bread,  after  eat- 
f*  ing  which  ye  fliall  pafs  on — ^and  they  conde- 
**  fcendingly  faid,  fo  do/* 

Abraham  immediately  ordered  on  the  table 
the  beft  provifions  of  his  houfe,  he  killed  the 
fateft  calf,  the  higheft  delicacy  of  the  country, 
and  courteoufly  and  moft  hofpitably  entertained 
his  guefts« 

•Twas  while  they  fat  at  dinner  one  of  the 
Uiree  i^ake  of  the  honours  about  to  be  conferred 
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en  Sarab,  **  within  a  year  Sarah  ihould  be  a  joyful 
mother,  and  bear  hira  a  fon.  With  a  difcourfe  fo 
interefting  Sarah's  curiofity  was  very  naturally  ex- 
cited, and  fhe  flood  liftening  at  the  door  of 
the  tent ;  her  feelings  were  fo  overpowered  by 
vhat  flie  had  heard,  it  was  impoflible  to  command 
herfelf,  (he  fell  into  a  loud  laugh,  and  the  guefts 
left  the  table  and  ran  to  enquire  what  could  be 
the  caufc.  Confufed,  and  quite  afhamed,  Sarah 
ufed  every  means  to  ftifle  it,  fhe  would  fain  have 
excufed  it,  fain  would  deny  it,  all  was  totally  out 
of  her  power — the  ferious  and  flriking  enquiry 
aflFrighted  her  flill  more — abafhed  at  the  difcovery 
file  flood  expe6ling  a  rebuke  both  from  her  huf« 
band  and  his  gueds ;  a  very  gentle  one  indeed  was 
all  that  now  pafTed,  one  of  the  three  gravely  and 
mildly  fuggeifled  to  Sarah, 

"  Tbaf  nothing  was  impoffible  with  God/* 

In  this  very  hofpitable  reception  of  his  guefts^ 
how  very  confpicuous  is  the  humility  of  the  Pa- 
triarch, he  oflFers  fo  little,  and  he  gives  fa 
much. 

Of  thefc  three  angels  one  had  been  fent  piir- 
pofely  to  notify  the  birth  of  a  fon  to  Abraham, 

but 
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but  the  other  two  were  commiflioned  to  exe- 
cute the  fad  fentence  on  two  once  famous  cu 
ties  in  the  vale  of  Siddim. 

In  the  afternoon  the  gueftstook  their  leave  in  order 
to  purfue  their  jourfiey,  and  Abraham  courteoufly 
accompanied  them,  and  fet  them  on  their  way — a 
very  ufual  civility  then.  Afterwards,  as  they  pafTed 
along,  one  of  them  confidentially  revealed  to  him 
a  fecret  and  veiy  awful  judgment.  God(hefaid)  had 
commifEoned  him  to  go  to  the  populous  city  of  So- 
dom on  a  moft  tremendous  errand ;  the  cries 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  were  gone  up  to  Hea^ 
ven,  and  his  orders  were,  utterly  to  deftroy 
both  cities,  and  all  their  inhabitants^  kings  and 
nobles  and  people. 

Abraham  ftood  agaflf  at  what  he  heard,  ft  ruck 
with  the  deepeft  horror  and  contternation,  and 
full  of  companion  and  fympathy. 

Abraham,  with  true  piety,  and  moft  devout 

^arneftnefs  pleaded  for  Sodom,  and  never  ceaf- 

c4- Jii?  ^ei?W<?aties  till  he  had  gained  a  promife, 

,,;    ■  :    1^  .  .  •.  -.  .  .     » 

' ""  That  in  cafe  there  fliould  be  found  ten  righ- 

<*  teous  men  in    Sodom,'*  Cotl' Would  foV  tlieir 

**  fakes  fpare  the  city." 

^^^  E  There 


(  ^  ) 

^,  Thare  k  a  winnijig  roodpfty  and  reverential 
%we  ii^  his  very,  pathetic  and  moft  eloquent 
pleadings  with  God ;  and  the  forbearance  and 
mercy  of  God  are  beautifully  illuftrated  in  his 
condelcending  anfwers. 

Abraham  had  only  the  fatisfaftion  of  pre- 
ferving  his  Nephew  Lot  and  his  family,  to 
whom  the  fecret  and  vifitation  were  revealed, 
and  they  were  all  of  them  firft  led  out  of  the 
city  by  the  deftroying  Angel  himfelf. 

The  following  morning  Abraham;  from  the 
place  where  he  had  flood  before  the  Lord,  faw 
the  black  fmoke  and  fulphureous  flames  afcending 
ds  from  a.  furnace 

"  The  Lord  had  rained  upon  Sodom  and 
*•  Gomorrah  brimffone  and  fire." 

He  overthrew  both  cities  and  their  numeroiiis 
inhabitants  with  a  tremendous  earthquake,  thun- 
derings,  lightning,  and  liquid  fire. 

Ab  jiAHAwr  had  lived  fixteen  years^  on  the  plains 
of  Mamre,  and  was  now  looking  out  a  new  fitu- 
ation  for  himfelf,  his  herds,  and  his  flocks.  The 
fiench  and  fumes  arifing  from  the  vale  of  Siddim 

haftened 
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haftened  his  removal,  and  he  went  and  dwdt'  in 
tlie  land  of  the  Philiftines,  between  Kadeih  antl 
Shur,  near  Gerar. 

Abraham,  perhaps  too  fearful  and  pvercau* 
tioi|s,  thought  it  neceflary  here  again  to'  praftife 
that  fame  deceit  Ke  ^had  biefpre  pr^ftifed  w  the 
cjQurt  of  Pharaoh :  .        ' 

**  And  he  faid  of  Sarah,  fhe  is  my  filler." 

Gerar  was  a  capital  city,  and  Abimelech,  that 
AQjiabJe  Prince,  kept  his  courf  therje, 

Sarah's  exquifite  beauty  charmed  the  inhabit 
tants,  and  captivated  the  King.  Abimelech  fent 
for  Sarah,  but  before  flie  was  introduced  to  him, 
he  was  informed  by  a  vifion  that  flie  was  Abra* 
ham'$  wife. 

Upon  this  the  King  ordered  her  tobereftorcd 
to  her  hufband,  and  rpproyed  Abraham's  timidity 
4nd  want  of  confidence  in  the  honour  and  yirtu^  of 
bi$  court  4brahan)'a  reply  wa3  ^  frank  confeflipni 
of  the  truth;  he  feared^  to  obtait  §?irab^  tjipy 
would  deprive  him  of  hi^  life, 

6  ?  Abimelccbi 
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Abimclech,  fatisfied  with  what  he  beard,  and 
happy  to  have  efcaped  the  fnare  he  had  been  fo 
near  falling  into,  faid  to  Abraham, 

**  Behold,  my  land  is  before  you,  dwell  where 
«*  it  pleafeth  thee." 

And  he  prefented  him  with  Iheep  and  oxen, 
men-fervants  and  women-fervants,  and  a  thoufand 
pieces  of  filyer  to  purchafe  a  rich  veil,  a  beauti- 
ful covering,  for  his  wife ;  and  addreffing  himfelf 
to  Sarah,  he  faid, 

**  This  I  give  thee  as  a  part  of  your  drefs, 
'*  fujted  to  married  life,  and  fit  for  your  ftation 
^*  and  modefty/' 

A  polite  acknowledgement  of  her  enchanted  beau- 
ty, and  fome  compenfation  for  an  injury  he  once 
had  intended  her. 

It  was  here,  under  fuch  a  friendly  proteftion 
and  good  fettlement,  Sarah  brought  forth  her 
long-wifhed-for  fon,  and  ftie  called  his  name 
Ifaac,  which  fignifies  laughter ;  and,  on  the  eig^ith 
day  (as  he  had  been  direfted)  Abraham  circum- 
cifed  his  fon. 

This 
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This  feemed  a  truly  pleafing  and  happy  fea^^>i» 
of  theiriives;  Abraham  and  Sarah  in  the  Zenith 
of  their  felicity ;  Sarah  fuckltd  her  child,  and  in 
due  time  weaned  it;  on  this  joyful  event,  Abra^ 
ham  made  a  great  feaft,  a  general  thankfgiving, 
and  high  conviviality  throughout  all  his  houfe^ 
hold. 

Nbw  follows  the  hiftory  of  the  mbfl:  awful 
trial  of  Faith  and  Obediencfc  6ver  exhibited: 

A  human  facrifice  required,  and  the  fondeft  an(| 
mod  aife£i:ioiiate  father  commanded  to  flaf 
and  to  offer  up  his  child  upon  the  altar.  How  the 
order  was  conveyed  we  ire  not  told ;  God  has  a 
vaft  variety  of  ways  of  communicating  what  kn6w« 
ledge  he  pleafcs. 

This  was  no  inftant  offering  under  the  impref- 
fions  of  a  vifion  or  threat ;  time  is  allowed  for 
refleftion  ;  f©r  parental  feelings  to  grow  ftronger  ; 
for  the  tendereft  yearnings  of  nature ;  the  pleads 
ings  of  love  and  innocence.  The  lentence  itfctf 
is  a  beautiful  gradual  rife  of  the  paflions^  higher 
and  higher. 

"  Take  now  thy  fon,  tfiine  only  fon,  thy  foi^ 
[[  Ifaac,  whom  thou  loveft,  and  get  thee  into  the 

!!  W 
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•  land  br  "Morlah,  and  offer  him  there,  for  a 
V  burnt  offering,   upon  one  of  the    mo'untauis^ 

*  which  I  fliall  tell  thee." 

'  A  command  confiding  of  every  thing  terrible 
to  a  patent;  what  do  we  not  feel  for  the  innol 
cence  of  the  youth  ?  and  what  for  the  confcioiif- 
iiefs  of  the  farther  ?  Yet  Abraham  at  once  re- 
folycs ;  makes  no  delay ;  rjfes  up,  immediately 
at  day-break^  with  ferenity  and  wpndcrful  com« 
pofure ;  prepares  for  his  journey  ;  faddles  his  a(s  ; 
orders  two  fervants  to  attend  them;  and  having 
caUed  up  Ifaac,  and  cleft  the  wood,  they  all  fet 
out  together  from  Beer-ftieba  to  Mount  Moriah. 
A  little  before  he  came  to  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain he  direQed  his  two  fervants  to  ftop,  and  wait 
I)is  leturn. 

Abraham  and  his  fon  afcend  the  hill ;  the  for- 
nfcr  carrying  the  fire  and  the  knife,  and  Ifaac 
bearing  the  wood.  Being  arrived  at  the  deftined 
fpot,  in  amiable  fimplicity,  Ifaac  enquired  foiu 
the  vidim — 

••  Behold,  father,  the  fire  and  the  wood»  >^here 
«•  is  the  lamb  ?" 

A«RA- 
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Abraham  compofedly  told  hkn^  Gpd  would, 
piovkfc  one  for  himfelf.  The  mi^ty  fccrct^ 
burns  in  his  anxious  breaflf,  and  xicyt  <afBpits  th<^ 
time  when  all  muft  be  revealed :  his  beloved  fon^ 
now  no  child,  probably  about  five  and  twenty, 
UBConfcious  of  bis  fituation,  his  confent  he^ 
came  neceflary,  and  muft  be  obtained ;  he  could 
flee  and  efcape,  he  could  refift;  is  he  likely  to 
fubmit  to  torture,  to  agony,  to  death  ? 

A  mod  affeding  difcovery  follows ;  difarmkig 
the  man,  overwhelming  the  parent :  it  is  told^^ 
and,  on  the  part  of  I&ac,  manfully,  pioufly,  and 
gracefully  received : 

"  It  were  enough  for  me  that  my  earthly  pa- 
<*  rent,  alone,  called  me  to  the  altar,  how  mucb 
"  more  when  my  heavenly  Father  redemands  his 

«  own." 

,<* 

Ifaac  fubmits  to  be  tied,  to  be  bound,  to  be 
laid  on  the  pile  of  wood,  the  father's  hand  is  up- 
lifted^ and  the  knife. 

Intentions  are  afts;  the  facrifice  is  offered, 
the  voice  of  Gx>d  now  burft  forth :  ' 

!*  Lay: 
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.  «*  Lay  not  t3iy  hand  on  the  lad;  I  kupw 
"  >thou  fcareft  God,  ieeing  thou,  haft  not  withu 
•«  held  thy  fpn,  thine  only  fon  from  me." 

With  what  ecftacy  muft  it  have  been  received. 

God  now  condefcended  to  renew  all  his  pro- 
mifes  and  covenants  with  Abraham. 


"  By  myfelf  have  I  fworn  (faith  the  Lord)  in 
«  bleffing  I  will  blefe  thee,  and  in  multiplying  I 
**  will  multiply  thy  feed  as  the  ftars  in  the  heaven, 
**  and  AS  the  fand  on  the  fea-fhore* 

•*  All  the  nations  of  the  earth  fhall  be  blefled 
"  in  thy  feed,  becaufe  thou  haft  obeyed  my 
**  voice/* 

In  a  thicket  clofe  by  him,  caught  by  his  horns, 
Abraham  faw  a  ram,  which  he  took  and  immedi- 
ately offered  up  as  a  burnt-offering. 

Father  and  fon  cordially  and  moft  afFeflionately 
embrace  ;  they  defcend  from  the  mountain  ;  Ilaac 
lives;  Abraham's  facrifice  is  accepted,  his  faith 
and  obedience  pcrfefted. 


On 
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On  his  preparing  to  return,  the  fond  afFeCtion- 
ate  mother  engages  the  Patriarch's  firft  thoughts  • 
Ifaac,  Ihe  is  tenderly  feeling  our  abfence  and 
foreboding  mifchief ;  hade,  Ifaac,  thy  mother 
will  think  we  tarry.  They  defcend  the  hill,  re- 
join the  two  fervants  they  left  in  waiting,  and  all 
return  back  to  Beer-Cheba. 

This  very  fpot  now  chofen  by  God  for  the  fcene 
of  this  wonderful  facrifice,  was  afterwards  diftin- 
guifhed  as  the  feat  of  empire  ;  for  the  fuperbeft 
and  mod  magnificent  temple  in  the  univerfe;  and 
mod  of  all  by  a  facrifice  infinitely  more  important, 
and  infinitely  more  valuable. 

After  this  very  interefting  and  highly  animating 
fcene,  Abraham  returned  to  his  rural  and  domef- 
tic  life,  and  enjoyed  its  many  innocent  and  plea- 
furable  endearments  more  than  ever,  till  they 
were  all  diftrefsfully  interrupted  by  the  death 
of  Sarah,  his  beloved  wife,  Ihe  had  now  at- 
tained to  her  one  hundred  and  twenty -feventh 
Year. 

The  earlier  part  of  her  life  had  been  chequerr 
^  with  niany  mortifications :  the  long  unaccom- 
pUflied  wifh  of  bearing  a  fon ;  the  unfettlied  hard- 

F  Ihips 
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fliips  of  a  life  of  pilgrimage ;  and  fome  flings  and 
torments  from  jealoufy,  even  almoft  to  the  age  of 
ninety ;  but  fhe  had  enjoyed,  during  the  laft  thirty- 
feven  years,  a  delightful  calm,  cheared  and  cherifh- 
ed  by  the  unabated  afFeftion  of  Abraham,  and  the 
amiable  and  diftinguifhed  accompliihments  and 
piety  of  her  fon,  the  joy  of  his  parents  and  the 
favourite  of  his  God. 

A  companion  fo  fair,  amiable,  and  lovely,  A- 
braham  bewailed  and  moft  tenderly  loved;  a 
friendfhip  of  very  long  (landing,  and  cemented  at 
laft  by  the  deareft  of  all  pledges*  He  very  feel- 
ingly laments  his  lofs. 

Abraham  was  ftill  ^  pilgrim,  wandering  with- 
out any  fettled  habitation,  tender,  afFefl:ionate, 
and  forrowful,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  feven ;  he  is  confidering  how  he  Ihall  ho- 
nour her  remains,  procure  it  a  reGdence  of  fafety, 
and  make  it  his  own. 

It  was  in  thofe  days  thought  ignominious  for 
any  perfon  to  bury  in  a  fepulchre  belonging  to 
another.  Abraham  therefore  went  to  the  gate  of 
Hebron,  the  high  Court  of  Judicature,  where  the 
ciders,  magiftrates,  and  nobles  met  to  adminifter 

jufticc^ 
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juftic#,  fettle  property  and  the  publick  bufinefs  of 
the  ftate. 

He  there  introduced  himfelf,  and  being  per- 
mitted to  fpeak,  he  made  them  an  offer  for  a 
piece  of  land,  a  purchafe  of  a  field  for  a  burial 
place,  and  he  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  fons  of 
Heth,  the  mod  confiderable  family  at.  Hebron. 

On  Abraham's  propofal,  all  the  elders  and 
judges  flood  up,  and  they  freely  offered  him 
a  choice  of  every  fepulchre  throughout  the 
country. 

Every  elder  made  an  offer  of  his  own,  what 
they  themfelves  had  built  for  their  own  ufe  and 
their  families. 

"  Hear  us,  my  Lord,  thou  art  a  mighty 
"prince,  in  the  choice  of  our  fepulchres  bury 
««  thy  dead,  there  is  none  of  us  all  fhall  with- 
**  hold  from  thee  his  fepulchre." 

In  fuch  high  veneration  was  the  charafter  and  re- 
fpeSlability  of  the  Patriarch. 

Abraham  felt  all  their  kindnefs,  he  gratefully 

thanked  them,  but  begged  that  he  might  be  per- 

F  £  mitted 
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mitted  to  buy  the  cave  of  Mac-pelah  from  Ephron 
the  Hittite. 

Ephron  came  forwards  and  made  him  a  free 
offer  of  the  field  and  the  cave. 

«  My  Lord,  the  field  give  I  thee,  and  the  cave 
*•  that  is  therein  I  give  it  thee." 

Abraham-  perfifted  in  buying  it,  and  paying 
down  the  utmoft  value,  and  on  Ephron's  naming 
four  hundred  (hekels  of  filver,  about  fixty  pounds, 
Abraham  cut  it  him  off,  and  paid  it  down  in  court 
in  full  weight. 

This  is  probably  the  very  firft  conveyance 
ever  made,  and  indeed  the  firft  money  tranfa6lion 
we  read  of. 

Abraham  took  his  leave  of  the  court,  brought 
with  him  his  title-deed,  took  poffeffion  of  the 
field,  the  timber  upon  it,  and  the  cave;  and  he 
here  depofited  the  dear  remains  of  his  beloved 
wife. 

This  was  Abraham's  firft  landed  eftate  in  Ca- 
naan, it  commenced  in  a  fingle  field,  and  a  cave 
for  a  burying-place, 

Penfive 
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Penfive  and  mournful  Abraham  returned  home, 
and  employed  his  firft  thoughts  how  he  ihould 
happily  fettle  his  fon. 

Ifaac  had  arrived  to  the  age  of  foi:ty,  and  his 
father's  confciencious  wifh  was,  that  he  ihould 
take  a  wife  from  among  his  own  kindred;  Abra« 
ham  now,  therefore,  held  a  conference  with  his 
fon,  and  propofed  to  him  a  marriage  with  Re« 
bekah^  one  of  his  nieces,  a  daughter  of  Milcal^ 
the  widow  of  his  brother  Nahor« 

His  fon  Ifaac,  affedionate  and  dutiful,  was  aU 
ways  fond  of  retirement,  bufily  employed  in  do- 
meftic  life,  readily  gave  up  the  fettlement  of  his 
affairs  to  his  father,  and  even  left  him  to  form 
this  ver/  interefting  and  important  connexion  for 
life. 

Both  father  and  fon  placed  the  higheft  confix 
deoce  in  the  fidelity  of  an  ancient  and  very  truli^ 
fervant. 

Abraham  laid  tiis  plans,  and  determined  to 

fend  to  Haran  in  Mefopotamia,  where  many  of 

his  family  yet  lived.     He  confulted  with  this  old 

and  faithful  fervant^  and  bound  him^  by  an  oath, 

to 
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to  bring  him    a    wife  for  his  fon  Ifaac  out   of 
bis  own  family  and  kindred. 

The  fervant  laid  his  hand  under  Abraham's 
thigh  (the  ancient  cuftom  of  taking  an  oath)  and 
called  God  to  witnefs  the  engagement  he  had  thus 
folemnly  made. 

Abraham  invefted  him  with  full  powers  and 
authority  even  to  conclude  the  marriage ;  and  he 
difpatched  him  with  a  princely  and  honourable 
train  often  camels,  laden  with  the  richeft  prefents^ 
a  dowry  for  the  damfel. 

Abraham's  faithful  fervant  made  the  beft  of 
his  way  to  Haran,  and  before  he  entered  the  city, 
he  faw  the  young  women  (as  was  ufual  in  thofe 
days)  coming  out  to  draw  water  at  the  well,  and 
Rebekah  was  one. 

The  hiftory  of  this  meeting  is  told  with  won- 
derful fimplicity,  and  a  happy  coincidence  of 
events* 

Rebekah  was  pointed  out  to  the  fervant;  fhe 
was  feen  with  her  pitcher;  the  damfel  was  won^ 
drous  fair,  in  youthful  bloom,  and  highly  pleafing. 
He  watched  her  as  Ihe  went  down  to  the  weH, 

and 
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and  while  fhe  filled  her  pitcher,  ftruck  with  her 
elegant  perfon,  and  overjoyed  at  hearing  who  flie 
was,  Abraham^s  faithful  fervant  ran  to  meet  her, 
and  he  faid,  , 

"  Let  me,  I  pray  you,  drink  a  little  water  out 
"  of  your  pitcher." 

Intent  on  his  errand,  he  was  trying  her  temper 
and  hofpitality  ;  a  ftranger  and  a  traveller,  he 
pleads  being  weary  and  thirfty ;  refrefli  me  with  a 
draught  from  your  pitcher. 

Rebekah  courteoufly  fays, 

''  Drink,  my  Lord." 

As  foon  as  he  returned  the  pitcher,  fhe  haftily 
fet  it  down  ;  faying, 

"  And  now  alfo  will  I  draw  water  for  thy  ca- 
f  mels  till  they  have  all  done  drinking/' , 

Thus  witnefling  the  fweetnefs  of  her  difpofition 
and  the  friendlinefs  of  her  heart,  he  ventured  to 
wquire  after  her  family,  ' 

**  Whofe  fair  daughter  art  thou  ?" 

She 
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She  told  him, 

*«  She  was  daughter  of  Bethuel,  the  fon  of 
«  Milcah/' 

"  Pray,  have  you  room  in  your  family  to  lodge 
*•  me,  and  can  I  fodder  my  beafts  ?" 

Perlifting  in  her  good  humour,  ihe  told  him ; 

«  She  had  ftraw  and  provender  enough  for  them 
••  all." 

The  fervant,  delighted,  locked  on  a  gold 
earing,  and  put  bracelets  round  her  wrifts ;  and 
on  this  fhe  ran  away  home  to  tell  of  the  ftranger, 
and  name  his  requeft. 

It  was  foon  reported  from  whom  he  was  come, 
and  the  train  he  had  brough(.  Her  brother  Laban 
(at  whofe  houfe  fhe  lived)  ran  out  to  meet  him,  to 
enquire  after  his  rich  relations,  and  his  mefiage. 

With  hearty  cordiality  Laban  invited  him  in, 
ordered  a  table  to  he  fpread,  good  cheer  and 
refreflimeni  for  the  traveller. 

Abraham's 
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Abrahanfs  faithful  fervant  improved  this  mo- 
ment of  Laban's  benevolence,  and  refufed  even 
to  enter  his  houfe  till  he  had  named'  his  errand ; 
told  of  all  the  rich  treafu^es  of  his  matter ;  the  ^ 
amiable  accomplifhments  and  very  elegant  perfon 
of  Ifaac  ;  and  unloaded  the  rich  prefeats  he  had 
brought. 

The  brother  could  only  refleft  upon  it  as  a 
bleffing  intended  them  by  God  ;  and  afked,  how 
he  could  refufc,  feeing  the  matter  was  already  de- 
termined by  him. 

But  Laban's  fuggefting — brothers  have  no  au- 
thority over  the  aflPeftions  of  the  maid — on  this 
ambigituy  (though  he  feem'd  only  to  have  refpeft 
to  his  not  hurrying  her  away)  Abraham's  fervant 
inftantly  turned  round  to  the  virgin,  and  he  pre- 
fented.her  with  earings  and  bracelets,  and  jewels 
of  gold  and  Jewels  of  filver,  and  then  made  a 
rich  prefent  to  her  mother,  and  Laban. 

After  which,  leaving  the  damfel  to  admire  her 
ornaments,  and  the  family  and  her  to  difcourfe 
upon  them  and  his  mefTage,  he  fat  down  to  his 
meal,  and  left  them  together. 

V    .  G  Some 
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Some  Kttlc  time  after,  he  refumed  hi*  requeft, 
named  bis  return,  and  prefifed  hier  accompanying 
him. 

Her  mother  and  Laban  pleaded  much  for  her 
ftay  ;  let  the  damfeJ  abide  a  little  longer,  ten  days 
at  the  lead,  and  fhould  (he  Ihow  no'relu6bnce, 
then  fbajl  fhe  jgo  with  thee  tp  thy  matter  and  hi« 
fon. 

The  trufty  fervant  (well  aware  of  human  fickle- 
nefs)  would  not  ceafe  his  importunity  and  leave  it 
undecided)  be  kept  urging  a  coraplianjze.  This 
could  not  be  done  without  the  damfel,  her  con- 
fei)t  became  neceffiiry,  and  calling  her  in,  they  put 
the  queftion  to  be  anfwered  by  her  : 

<*  And  Rebekah  faid,  I  will  go." 

Inconfequence.of  whicb^  attended  by  her.  nurf(^> 
file  let  off  the  next  morning  on  her  journeys. 

All  the  reft  of  the  day  was  fpent  in  high  fefti- 
vity  and  joy ;  the  neighbours  around  catae  with 
careflTes  and  congratulations;  and  amidft  the  af- 
feftionate  embraces  of  her  friends  and  relatives, 
and  the  tears  and  the  joys  of  them  all,  Rebekah, 

wi# 
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with  her  nurfe  and  the  fervant,  fqt  out  on  their 
camels  from  Uaran. 

Ifaac,  not  indiflPerent  to  fo  interelling  an  events 
thoughtful  and  expeSing  them  home,  went  out 
in  a  ferious  mood,  and  was  walking  up  and  down 
in  the  fields,  thinking  of  all  that  was  pafling  and 
much  of  his  bride,  f jpying  the  camels  a  coming, 
..  all  in  a  flutter  from  impatience,  he  felt  overcome 
by  his  thoughts  and  the  nearnefs  of  the  interview. 

Jflebekah  was  told  wbo he  was;  (he  alight  from 
her  camel;  with  unaflPedted  modcfty  (truly 
feminine)  flie  covered  herfelf  over  with  a  Veil, 
and  ftood  ftill  to  receive  bis  fixBi  falutations  and 
compliments, 

ifaac  gractfAHylcd  her  td  the  Te^  that  Bad 
always  been  his  mother's,  highly  pleafed  with  her 
¥eauty,.  fair  fePegaht  pcrfon  and  her  xnbdefty. 

Abrahahi  rejoiced  on  thus  feeii^  his  fon  now 
made  (o  happy,  and  in  pofleflion  of  fo  charming^ 
fo  agreeable  a  wife. 

Thfe  Pati'iardh  was  now  arriv^  to  the  age  of 

dne  htmdred  arid  forty -otib.    The  hittory  informs 

^s:   Abrahanai  fBll  rtrpdEtfully  d^^^relliog  on  the 

O  a  bap- 
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happinefs  of  wedded  life,  married  Keturah,  and 
by  her  Abraham  had  fix  foix. 

He  took  the  greateft  care  to  portion  out  thefc 
children,  fo  that  they  could  not  interfere  with  the 
inheritance  of  his  fon  Ifaac,  and  interrupt  the 
(Juiet  and  peace  of  him  and  his  family.  He  placed 
them  in  Arabia,  Eaftward  of  Beer-fheba  and  the 
land  of  Canaan,  and  Abraham  had  now  atfo  ten 
grand-children. 

If  you  contraft  Abraham  with  his  fon,  the  Fa- 
ther  was  diftinguiflied  by  Firmnefs  of  mind,  and 
Ifaac  by  tendernefs  of  heart,  fitting  him  for  more 
domeftic  Scenes.  Abraham  extorts'  from  us  Ad- 
miration, Ifaac  infinuates  himfelf  into  our  love  : 
,  Splendid  virtues  require  fiiperior  abilities ;  but  the 
milder  graces  of  Ifaac,  as  they  need  only  a  wclU 
difpofed  heart,  fo  they  may  be  difplayed  at  the 
family  hearth.  Setting  afide  ambition,  the  life  of 
Ifaac  is  a  life  of  dignity  and  honour. 

Abraham,  the  good  old  man,  content  and 
calm  under  a  review  of  the  paft  ;  a  confcience 
finding  nothing  to  reproach  him ;  his  truft  in  God 
unabated ;  Abraham's  laft  hour  was  peace,  and 
Ifaac  flood  fondly  weeping  over  him. 

Thus 
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Thus  this  Venerable  Illaftribits  Palriarchi  Heir 
of  a  worlci,  and  the  Friend  of  God,  at  ihfeageof 
one  hundred  arid  feventy-five  was  ^thcred  to  bis 
Fathers,  and  to  her,  with  Whob,  when  tivingi  he 
had  been  fo  happily  united.  *:  : 

A  man  of  exemplary  piety,  and  highly  exalted 
virtues. 

His  fons,  Ifaac  and  Ifhmael,  with  the  moft 
refpeftful  folemnity,  paid  him  the  laft  dutiful  and 
filial  honours,  and  buried  him  in  the  cave  of 
Mac-pelah,  on  the  lidc  of  Sarah  his  beloved 
wife. 

Uncommon  were  his  trials,  great  and  extraor^ 
dinary  were  his  bleflings. 

A  life  of  diftinguiflied  Firmnefs,  many  excellent 
virtues,  with  the  profoufldeft  reverence  for  his 
God. 

Againft  Hope,  he  believed  in  Hope,  ftrong  in 
Faith,  fully  fatisfied  what  God  had  promifed,  H€ 
was  alfo  able  to  perform. 

Unbounded 
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Unbounded  was  his  confidence  and  reliance 
on  Him,  and  it  was  rewarded  with  prefent  blefs- 
ings ;  fignal  promifes;  the  mod  winning  con- 
defcen&on ;  and  the  higheft  national  Honours 
to  his  Fofterity« 


^ 
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A  Short  IntroduStory  Ccmpendium   to  tht 
JEWISH    HISTORY. 


AD  A  M,  introduced  into  a  beautiful  gardfen^ 
rich  and  luxuriant,  is  direQcd  to  drefi  and 
preferve  its  cultivation  and  neatnefs. 

He  wajB  to  eat  of  its  fruits,  and  drink  <of  ita 
purefpringSf  with,  one  fingle  prohibition,  obviouf- 
(y  expjnoffivc  of  his  obedience  and  gratitude* 

God  reveals  to  Adam  what  relates  to  the  crea« 
>|00|  aod  tahitowft  formaUQn  in  particular. 

Adam 
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Adam  delivers  it  down  to  Se th,  and  Scth  to 
Enoch,  Enoch  to  Methusalah  his  fqn,  and  fo 
to  Noah  ;  and   as  Shern  lived  in    Chaldea,   he 
communicated    it  to  Abraham    the  Father  and 
the  Founder  of  the  Jewifh  Nation. 

The  Longevity  of  man,  in  thefe  early  agey,  con- 
tributed to  render  tradition  the  criterion  of  truth. 

AlthotLgh  2432  year*  had  elapied  before  the 
birth  of  Mofes,  our  inff^ired  hiftorian,  the  chan- 
nels of  information  were  as  yet  incctf  rupted.  The 
Hij(li9ry  was  very  probably  conveyed  down  from 
Adam  to  Mofes  by  only  feven  perfons  ♦. 

Methusalah,  the  grand-father  of  Noah,  was 
340  years  old  when  Adam  died,  and  he  afterwards 
lived  till  the  year  of  the  Flood,  when  Noah  had 
attained  to  his  fix  hundredth  year,  and  died  only 
two  years  before  the  birth  of  Abraham.  Shem^ 
being  his  neighbour,  was  very  likely  to  communi- 
cate what  he  knew  to  Abraham.  Isaac  in- 
firu3:ed  his  grand-fon  Joseph  in  the  Hiftory  of  his 
predeceflbrs;  and  Amram,  the  father  of  Mofes/ 
was  Contemporary  with  Jofeph. 

*  Mcthu(^lab,  Noah,  Sh^m,  Abraham,  Ifaac^  Jofeph,  and  Amram* 

Thefe 
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Thefe  were  the  conveyances  by  which  the  Hif- 
tory  is  preferved  and  handed  down  to  us  fo  faith- 
fully in  our  Bibles. 

On  the  firfl:  day  of  his  Sovereignty  and  Domi- 
nion, Adam  commanded  all  the  JBeafts  and  flying 
fowl,  and  every  reptile  to  pay  him  homage,  and 
as  they  paffed  before  him,  he  gave  to  each  its  pro- 
per name,  diftin31y  to  chara£ierize  them  to  his 
pofterity. 

We  have  next  related  the  formation  of  Eve, 
her  marriage  and  introduftion  to  Adam. 

Beiides  the  magnificent  volume  of  Creation 
open  to  his  view,  Man  had  very  fignal  intimations 
and  affiftandes  afforded  him. 

God  delighted  in  Adam,  ''and  converfed  with 
him  as  a  Father  and  a  Friend. 

The  leflbns  He  taught  him  were,  Gratitude, 
Love,  Veneration,  Awe,  and  Reverence.  The 
homage  of  the  heart,  in  fimplicity  and  purity, 
in  fpirit  and  in  truth. 

Invefted  with  Sovereignty,  and  in  pofTeffion  of 
a  world,  various  Offices  and  Duties  are  allotted 
him. 

H  A  law 
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A  law  from  within  regulates  his  life,  and  vifi- 
bly  and  powerfully  checks  him  when  he  breaks 
it. 

Six  days  are  allowed  him  for  employments, 
pleafures  and  recreation ;  the  feventh  is  facred, 
the  Sabbath  of  his  God, 

Such  the  happy  difpenfation  of  innocence  ;  but 
how  foon  it  ended  !  What  a  fad  exchange  enfued 
from  difobedience  ?  Unruly  paffions  ftrange  and 
new,  mutual  upbraidings,  tumult,  fhame,  dread, 
remorfe. 

Knowing  now  that  they  were  naked,  Guilt  fought 
a  covering  for  itfelf  and  them,  abafh'd,  debafed, 
their      own    tormentors,     they     ftood     awaiting 
(amidft  the  thickeft  foliage)  the  prefence  and  the 
anger  of  God,  the  fentence  of  death,  and  expul- 
fion  from  paradife. 

The  fecond  is  a  Difpenfation  of  Grace,  and  it 
reached  to  the  .time  of  the  Flood,  and  may  be 
called  the  firft  tidings  of  the  Gofpel. 

The  feed  of  the  woman  Ihould  deftroy  the 
works  of  the  Devil,     The  gracious  plan  of  God 

for 
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for  the  Salvation  of  mankind  by  fome  mighty 
Saviour. 

The  third  is  the  Noarchical,  from  Noah,  the 
Preacher  of  righteoufneCs,  and  is  a  repetition  of 
this  difpenfation  of  Grace  now  made  to  Noah, 
the  fecond  Father  of  mankind. 

Even  in  this  very  early  period  there  were 
many  bright  difcoverics  refpeCling  God,  his  pro- 
vidence, and  a  world  to  come,  as  the  life  and  fuf*- 
ferings  of  Job,  who  lived  under  that  difpenfation^ 
exprefsly  inform  us. 

It  was  in  the  fix  hundredth  year  of  Noah's 
life  God  extirpated  the  human  race  by  a  flood, 
Noah  and  his  family  excepted,  he  lived  three 
hundred  and  fifty  years  after,  in  all  nine  hundred 
and  fifty. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  fecond  generation  after 
this  event,  notwithftanding  an  interpofition  fo  eK« 
^traordinary,  the  knowledge  and  worfliip  of  God 
became  again  obfcured  and  corrupted  by  the 
groifeft  fuperftition  and  Idolatry  ;  and  it  pleafed 
Ged,  from  among  the  na^tions,  to  chufe  out  the* 
family  of  Abraham,  a  grand-fon  of  his  fervant 
Noah,  to  be  the  Father  and  the  Founder  of  the 
Jewifiv  Empire^,  and  commanded  him  to  leavcj  his 
H  2  native 
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native  home,  ^nd  fathei^s  houfe  at  Haran  in  Me- 
fopotamia,  and  travel  into  Canaan,  a  land  over- 
run vith  Idolatry  and  iniquity,  that  he  and  his 
houfe  might  be  a  (landing  monument  to  God,  to 
preferve  religion  and  virtue,  in  opppfition  to  the 
degeneracies  of  the  nations  around  him. 

God  there  revealed  to  Abraham  hi&  intentions 
refpeding  him  and  his  pofterity,  for  the  fpac;e  of 
four  hundred  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period 
they  (hould  quietly  poflefs  all  the  land  of  Ca<- 
naan,  even  from  the  Nile  to  the  great  River,  the 
River  Euphrates. 

A  government  thus  commencing  defcended  to 
his  fon  Ifaac,  and  to  Jacob,  and  to  his  twelve 
Sons, 

• 

Thefe  formed  a  numerous  people  called  Ifrael- 
ites,  from  Ifrael,  the  new  name  given  to  Jacobs 
and  on  this  account* 

An  angel  appeared  one  evening  ta  Jacob  at 
Mehanaim,  and  is  laid  to  have  wreftled  with  him 
till  the  morning  (a  kind  of  fpiritual  wreftling)  when 
Jacob  with  tears,  intreaties,  and  fupplications, 
prevailed  upon  the  angel  to  blefs  him,  upon  whicb 

be 
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Kc  changed  his  •name  to  Ifrael,  which  figm8e»  a 
man  that  has  prevailed  with  God. 

Jacob's  hiftory  informs  us  he  was  the  younger 
brother,  and  by  a  ftratagem  of  his  Mother^  ob* 
tained  the  blefling  intended  for  Efau  the  elder. 

Rebekah  loved  her  fon  Jacob  the  beft,  and 
partially  indulgent,  (he  put  him  in  a  way  of  de- 
ceiving his  Father,  and  robbing,  his  brother  E£m 
of  his  birth-righjt.      . 

So  injudicious  a  fondnefs  laid  the  foundation  c^ 
much  mifchief,  and  was  a  weaknefs  and  Uemiflir 
in  the  character  of  Rebekah ;  for  Efau,  as  wai 
very  natural,  after  being  defrauded,  hated  Jacol^ 
and  he  once  intimated,  that  after  the  days  of 
mourning  for  his  father  were  over,  he  would  flay 
his  brother. 

Rebekah,  fearing  Efau's  fury  and  refentment; 
and  to  prevent  his  defigns  on  Jacob,  advifed  hei^ 
favourite  fon  to  abfent  himfdf,  he  did  fo,  and 
lived  at  a  great  diftance  many  years. 

In  the  hopeful  gaiety  of  early  life  this  had  led 
Jacob  to  for»  high  expe^tions  of  happinefs— 

Jacob 
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Jacob  was  forely  difappointed — He  had  been  told 
by  Ifaac  his  father, 

<«  God  would  blefs  him  with  the  dew  of  Hea- 
«  vcn,  and  the  fatnefs  of  the  Earth,  with  plenty 
^  of  corn  and  wine — that  people  were  to  ferve 
"  him,  and  nations  to  bow  down  to  him— ^a  Lord 
^  over  his  brethren.—" 

But  the  hiftory  informs  us,  Jacob,  in  order  to 
preferve  his  own  life,  and  avoid  his  brother's  le- 
fentment,  was  driven  forth  from  his  country,  and 
the  proteftion  of  his  father's  houfe,  neceffitated 
to  feek  an  eftabiifhment  in  the  family  of  Laban ; 
and  after  a  long  fervitude  for  a  woman  whom  he 
loved,  Leah  f  another  fitter)  was  trcacheroufly 
impofed  upon  him,  and  one  whom  he  could  not 
love— Jacob  ferved  feven  years  more  for  Rachel. 

His  children  afterwards  were  fources  of  more 
trouble.  Reuben  was  inceftuous;  Judah  adul- 
terous ;  his  daughter  Dinah  diflionoured ;  the 
^ondud:  of  Simeon  and  Levi,  two  of  his  fohs, 
dittrefled  him ;  two  of  his  grand-children  were 
fuddenly  firuck  dead;  Rachel,  his  beloved  wife, 
was  taken  from  him  in  circumftances  which  em- 
bittered his  forrow ;  his  fon  Jofeph  torn  from 
him  in  youthful  prime ;  and  he  bimfelf  neceffii- 
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toufly  driven  in  his  old  age,  at  one  hundred  and 
thirty,  to  go  and  fpend  his  laft  (lays  in  Egypt* 
among  a  people  who  held  it  an  abomination  to  eat 
bread  with  him. 

Ifaac  and  Rebekah  had  endeavoured  to  con- 
vince Efau,  it  was  the  appointment  of  God;  He 
had  decreed  the  fucceffion  before  either  hjp  or 
his  brother  were  born  ;  it  were  in  vain  (they  faid) 
to  oppofe  the  Providence  ©f  God,  inftead  of  re« 
covering  the  bleffing,  he  would  bring  down  a  ter- 
rible curfe  on  his  own  head, 

,  By  fiich  arguments  they  reconciled  Efau,  he 
feemed  quite  to  have  conquered  his  animofity^ 
and  fbme  years  after,  when  the  two  brothers  met, 
a  tender,  ^  brotherly,  and  afFedionate  interview 
took  place,  it  clofed  by  Efau's  kind-  and  very 
hearty  invitation  to  Mount  Seir,  the  place  of  his 
habitation. 

It  wai  long  after  the'^  quarrel,  when  Jacob,  in 
great  Profperity,  returned  back  with  his  wives, 
and  hi3  wealth,  and  his  little  ones*  As  he  drew 
near  home,  the  wrong  he  had  done  his  brother, 
and  the  dread  of  meeting  Efau,  more  and  more 
diftrefled  him ;  and  when  Jacob  faw  fl|fau  advance* 
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ing  to  meet  bim^   his   heart    trembled   and  he 
fainted* 

After  Jacob  had  recovered  himrdf  and  could 
proceed  on  a  little  farther,  Efau  faw  his  brother, 
he  ran  forwards  to  meet  him,  fell  upon  his  neck, 
and  kiffed  him.  Efau  then  enquired  after  his 
wives  and  his  little  ones,  and  overcome  by  the 
affeflionatt  interview,  both  Brother's  wept. 

A  confcious  feeling  of  the  wrong  he  had  done 
his  brother  ftill  diftreffes  Jacob,  but  Efau's  gene*  , 
Yous  deportment  is  wonderful,  upon  Jacob's  mak- 
ing an  offering  a  prefent   as  it  were  of  repara- 
tioft, 

■I 

«^  What  meaneft  thou  (fays  Efau)  by  all  th» 

'*  drove  ?^ 
Jacob  replies, 

*'  To  gain  me  favour  in  the  fight  of  my  Lord.** 
Efau  with  dignity  refufed. 

^  Brother,  I  have  enough,  keep  all  that  tfcoti 
«  haft  for  thyfelf." 

Jacob 
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Jacob  feemed  quite  difappointed  ;  earneftly  fo- 
licitous  his  brother  (hould  accept  his  prefent, 
he  fays, 

*«  I  pray  thee,  Brother,  receive  it ;  accept  a 
•*  token  of  reconciliation ;  this  day  fliould  be 
**  highly  honoured  and  diftinguiflied ;  it  has  re- 
**  ftored  me  to  the  embraces  of  my  Brother,  my 
**  tranfport  is  more  than  I  can  exprefs ;  in  thy 
•*  prefence  I  rejoice  as  in  the  prefcnce  of  * 
*•  God." 

Efa^  now  finding  his  brother's  heart  in  the  re- 
f[ue(l,  and  a  further  denial  unkind,  with  delicacy 
and  true  generofity  yielded  to  his  entreaties,  and 
accepted  his  prefents. 

Jacob  did  not  then  proceed  to  Mount  Seir,  he 
built  a  haufeat  Succoth,  and  afterwards  removed 
to  Salem,  a  city  belonging  to  the  Sichemites,  Ja- 
rfob  purchafed  a  piece  of  ground,  and  refided  here 
with  all  his  family,  and  his  flocks.  Here  he  built 
an  altar,  and  infcribed  it  to  the  Mighty  God  0/ 
Ijrael.  Near  this  place  was  the  celebrated  well, 
ever  after  called  Jacob's  Well,  ftill  more  famous 
by  our  Saviour's  here  meeting  and  talking  with  the 
woman  of  Samaria. 

1  Jacob's 
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Jacob's  daysof  trouble  feemed  now  to  be  over^ 
he  lived  many  years  in  peace^  encreadng  in  wealth 
with  all  his  family,  beloved  and  much  reFpe&ed  ; 
till,  upon  fome  quarrel,  two  of  his  fons,  Simeon 
and  Levi,  treacherouily  maflacred  many  of  the 
inhabitants  who  were  their  neighbours.  Jacob 
was  forely  diftrefled,  and  feverely  reprimanded 
them  for  their  inhumanity.  And  upon  this  riot 
and  barbarous  behaviour  of  his  fons,  Jacob  re- 
moved nearer  to  Mamre,  where  his  father  Ifaac 
ftill  lived. 

God  was  here  pleafed  to  reveal  himfelf  to  Ja- 
cob, and  direSed  him  to  go  and  dwell  at  Bethel. 
After  fome  time  Jacob  returned  back  to  Mamrc, 
and  continued  with  his  blind,  decrepid,  and  very 
aged  parent  till  he  died.     Ifaac  had  arrived  to  the 
age  of  one  hundred  and  eighty.     Efau  and  Jacob 
buried  their  father  in  the  cave  of  Macpelah,  with  , 
Abraham  and  Sarah.     Efau  returned  to  Mount 
Seir,    and  Jacob  continued   to  live  at  Mamre» 
The  cbaraders  of  the  two  brothers  may  be  thus 
contrafted. 

Efau  was  bold  and  manly,  impetuous  in  his 
palfions,  buthoneft,  often  generous,  and  on  the 
flighted  conceffion  forgiving.  Jacob  had  more 
artifice/  and  be  had  formerly  pradifed  ii;  with  his. 

mother^ 
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mother,  they  had  contrived  feveral  {cheme3  toge- 
ther againft  Efau,  The  virtues  and  vices  of  ^fau 
partook  of  the  violence  of  his  charafler,  the  one 
flione  without  ftudious  difplay/the  other  prevailed 
without  reftraint.  Jacob's  virtues  were  more 
inild  and  regular ;  Efau's  the  fpontaneous  growth 
of  his  heart,  thofe  of  Jacob  were  produced  by 
refleQ;ion.  The  vices  of  Efau  were  tranfient, 
thofe  of  Jacob  made  a  deeper  aind  more  lading 
ampreffion. 

It  wa3  not  bng  after  Ifaap's  death,  and  Jacobs  re* 
turn  to  Mamre,  that  his  very  beautiful  and  be* 
loved  fon  Jofeph,  feventcen  years  old^  was  fold 
by  his  brethren  to  a  company  of  Ifhmaelitijh 
merchants,  who  w^re  travelling  with  9  cargo  of 
fpices  into  Egypt.  As  Jacob's  other  fons  retnrp* 
ed  home,  they  killed  a  kid,  and  having  purpofely 
kept  Jofeph'5  upper  garment,  they  dipt  it  in  the 
blood,  and  treacheroufly  in^pofed  on  the  diftrafl-* 
ed  father,  by  telling  hiqi  a  wild  bead  had  devoured 
their  brother. 

Jofeph,  carried  into  Egypt,  was  folcj  to  an  Of* 
ficer  of  the  King's  guard,  named  Potiphar;  his 
diligence,  induitry,  and  truftinefs,  gained  bini 
the  goodrwill  and  refpeSi  of  his  Matter,  and  pro* 
motion  in  bis  f»mily.  He  fcrvcd  hiro  ten  ye^rs, 
la  wi 


(    60    ) 

aiulthen,  for  his  virtuous  abhorrence  of  a  bare 
intrig^e9  this  amiable  innoceqt  youth  was,  on  his 
miftrefs's  accuTation,  caft  into  the  king's  prifon. 
His  wife  iiH>deft  behaviour,  and  winning  man- 
ners gained  him  the  favour  and  notice  of  the 
keeper^  he  employed  Jofeph  as  his  deputy,  and 
foon  imrufted  all  the  prifoners  to  his  care.    , 

Two  of  fome  diftindion,  who  had  both  held 
profitable  places  at  Court,  the  one   chief  butler, 
and  the  other  the  king's  baker,  had  very  extraor- 
dinary dreams ;    Jofeph    interpreted  them,    and 
precifely  told  the  time  they  would  be  fulfilled.  The 
butler,  as  Jpfeph  foretold,  was  in  three  day's  time 
reilored  to  his  place,  and  the  baker  was  hanged. 
Jofeph  made  a  friend  of  the  butler,  confidentially 
told  him  his  whole  ftory,  and  befought  his  intereft 
to  get  him  out  of  prifon.     But  his  fellow-prifoner 
and  his  good  offices  were  all  forgot  till  two  years 
after,  when  Pharoah's  two  famous  dreams  obliged 
him  to  call  him  to  mind,  and  be  then  recommend* 
ed  Jofeph  as  a  very  wife  and  knowing  interpreter* 
Qn  this  occafion  Jofeph  ^as  immediately  fent  for 
to  the  Palace.     Pharoah  related  to  him  what  he 
bad  dreamt,  and  offered  a  large  reward  to  lyhopo^ 
Ibcvcr  fliouW  interpret  his  d?:eams; 

'  Seven 
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Sevpn  fat  cows,  feeding  on  the  banke  of  the 
Nile,  devoured  by  feven  lew  ones. 

Seven  full  ears  •f  corn  devoured  by  feven  blaft^r 
ed  ones* 

Jofeph  told  the  king  both  dreams  reprefented 
•ne  and  the  fame  event. 

The  feven  fat  cows  ajud  the  feven  full  Mra  &g»^ 
fied  feven  years  of  exceffive  plenty.  The  fevfn 
lean  cows,  and  falafted  e^rs,  ff  ven  ytd^^  of  fearr. 
city  and  famine  which  wjQMJld  fuccced  tbem. 

Jofeph  fubmifliyely  and  mgft  rjefpeftftjUy  advif- 
ed  his  Majcfty  tp  employ  a  trufty  and  exp^f  i^^^ 
as  Overfeer  to  build  graiiarie^  and  fend  Q^^rt^ 
into  every  province,  and  lay  up  one-fifth  part  of 
the  corn  groyn  during  the  feven  years  q(  S^Aty, 
^gainfl:  ttsM^  &4lQwing  yetra  of  faminfi. 

Fhftr<ial|,  bw  ftofeba^  9li4  |1I  his  q9W%,  y^ 
9i^m\{ke4  9(  t^  wifdcun  aB#  ppjisfty  ^  ;h« 
y^^^ilg  flr^gor,  ^pd  CQ^clHded  no  pne  fiq^|(i  bt 
fQ  fit  to  be  fet  QVfr  tb^  i^indg^ofq  as  Jqfepb)  ?¥d 
be  f^id  nil  Qve^^feer  ^as  lik^y  fo  faithfully  to  f^ii^ 
cute  tb^  wjfg  prqp^fals  ^e  had  m^de  us  bi«n(i^lf» 
pharo^b  fippointi&d  Jofepk  mafteir  oyeF  f^ll  ]^« 
hi^l^l^i  i^tq^  his  iiBg  ffo^9$  Ui  &«^^ 

and 
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and  prefented  it  to  Jofeph ;  he  ordered  him  a 
drefs  of  Bne  lihen ;  and  a  chain  of  gold  to  be 
hung  about  his  neck. 

Pharoah  then  ifllied  out  orders,  proclaiming 
bim  fuperintendant  over  his  whole  kingdom,  in- 
ferior in  authority  only  to  himfelf.  The  king 
gave  him  in  marriage  the  daughter  of  the  prince  of 
Heliopolis.  Pharoah  (in  Eaftern  pomp)  placed  Jo- 
feph in  a  fplendid  carriage,  with  livery  fervants 
running  before  him  ;  the  King  commanded  all  his 
fubje£ts  to  bow  the  knee  to  Jofeph. 

Thus  happily  ended  thirteen  years  of  virtuous 
fufFeringSy  and  they  were  rewarded  with  no  lefs 
than  eighty  years  of  the  higheft  fubiunary  blifs. 

Eftablifhed  in  his  new  government,  thus  highly 
honoured,  and  in  the  full  exercife  of  his  authority, 
Jofeph  took  a  Circuit  over  the  whole  kingdom  ;  hp 
built  granaries,  and  appointed  ftewards  and  offi- 
cers, immenfe  loads  were  brought  in*  and  fafely 
depofited  ;  his  granaries  were  all  full,  and  above 
all  meafure,  before  the  feven  years  of  plenty  were 
over.  As  Jofeph  had  foretold  the. years  of  fear- 
city  and  famine  began,  it  was  felt  all  over  the 
land  of  Canaan,  and  the  diftrefs  extended  to  all 
the  nations  round  about  it.    From  all  quarters  ap^ 
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plications  were  made  to  Fharoafa^  and  the  king 
referred  them  all  to  Jofcph, 

Jacob  foon  learnt  there  was  corn  in  Egypt> 
and  his  family  being  in  great  want,  he  fent  ten  of 
his  fons  down  thither  to  buy  Tome.  On  their  ar- 
rival in  Egypt,  the  travellers  were  directed  to  the 
Governor's  houfe,  to  obtain  an  order  and  permifli 
fion  to  buy.  Jofeph  knew  his  brethren.  He 
'  chofe  to  conceal  hiimfelf,  but  he  could  not  alto* 
gether  refift  his  feelings,  he  infiantly  enquired 
(though  obfcurely)  after  his  father  and  the  fan>ily. 
He  then  forwarded  them  with  orders  for  a  large 
uipply,  and  fent  them  back,  all  but  one,  loaded 
with  full  facks,  as  his  family  were  in  want,  directing 
them,  when  they  returned  for  more,  to  bring  the 
yoiinger  brother  they  had  told  him  of  along  witb 
them.  Jacob  rejoiced  to  receive  fo  liberal  a 
fupply,  but  being  told  all  their  adventures,  and  the 
Governor's  requeft  refpe£ling  his  beloved  bby,  he 
weptforely. 

The  fcarcity  and  their  wants  were  very  great, 
a  fupply  foon  became  neceflary,  his  fons  name  to 
tim  their  promife  to  the  Governor,  they  refufe  to 
go  without  Benjamin,  and  they  now  told  him  his 
ooirimands  were  abfoluteand  peremptory  refped:* 
l^g  hiia^    The  aged  parent  mod  forrowfully  af- 

fented, 
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fbhted,  and  they  all  fet  out  on  a  fecond  emhaity 
to  Egypt. 

;Ofi  their  arrival  they  were  direded  to  the 
Covernor's  houfe,  atid  ordered  all  to  wait  there* 
A  meft  feeting  and  intcrefting  ftory— ^a  parley  and 
difcavery-^-the  tendereft  and  moft  affeding  inter-* 
view,  endmg  in  a  kurft  of  furprize  and  joy,  and 
an  invitation  to  Us  father,  brothers,  andfail  their 
&milie8  to  come  into  Egypt,  for  (fays  Jofeph) 

**  There  are  yet  five  Ycart  more  in  the  whicV 
^*  4here  ihaU  be  neither  earing  noi*  hirVefft." 

The  land  of  Gofheh,  fituated  on  the  bordeini 
of  Canaan,  not  far  from  Hierapolis,  Jofeph's  feat 
and  principal  Refidence,  a' moft  fmirfiil  and  beauu 
tiful  fpot,  between  the  Nile  and  the  borders  of 
the  Red  Sea^  was  appointed  by  Pharoah  for  thiimr 
and  for  their  cattle.  The  King  fent  them  wag*- 
gons,  provifions,  and  carriages,  and  ten  afles  laden 
with  the  chbiceft  cbmmoditieg,  to  feaft  and  ac- 
commodate all  the  family. 

As^ Toon  as  the  old  maii,  his  children,  ahd^'his 
grand-children,  their  wives,  and  their  little  ones, 
came^ear  the  borders  of  Egypt,  Jofcph  fet  out 

in 


jr»  ha  ciiapwot, 'witb  ihe  highett  j^y/lamecfrKf 
Fatber/  ^meeting to  befell,  but  not  to  be  ie^ 
fcribcd,  exquiflke  were  the  feeling;^  of  Jacob,  rf* 
though  now  a  hundred  and  thirty,  and  tender  md 
afFedionate  his  fon», 

^  Jofepb  fell  on*  bis  neck  and  wepl.*^ 

Soon  as  he  dried  his  tears,  and  this  tender  grevf^ 
kigwas.  oveF,  Joiepb  drove  tO'  the  Palacer,  and 
carried  the  News  himfelf  to  Pbarpab^  The 
Kin^  defirefi^  be  may  fee  and  congra4v>-la^  t^ 
old  man  ;  Jacob  is  ufiieFed  into^  ihe  palaee,  amd 
be  pays  bis  homage  ;  Pharoah  limply  enquired  bb 
ag^  and  Jacob  anf^vers: 

«  The  days  of  the  year*  of  my  pflgrimarger  are 
•*  one  hundred  and  thirty ;:  few  and  evil  Bave  tic 
•*  days  of  the  years  of  my  Iifc  been-.*^ 

an  anfwer^  beyond  the  Nfcmareh^^  enquiry^  hwc  h 
fheved  a  heart  bleeding  afrefbiat  the  recoUe^ixm 
of  its  {brrowsi 

Joleph  now:  acromfpanied  his  father  tO'  Iceland 
€t  Gofcen,  and  fettles  him  and  dl  his  family,  aftor 
lbi;si  tender  and  moil.  affe£iionatie  reteptba^  a^ 
^eiyllncere  and  hearty  weleomer 


<  ^  ) 

The  Hebrews,  though  they  were  at  firft  thu^ 
fDfpitably  invited  asguefts,  and  gracioufly  receive 
],  were  afterwards  forcly  oppreffed,  in  captivity 
.:.d  bondage,   under  a  fucceeding  Pharoah  ♦,  one 
l.undred  and  twenty-nine  years, 

*'  There  arofe  a  new  King  over  Egypt,  who  knew 
"  notjofeph/' 

f  9432.]  Mofes  was  their  deliverer  four  bun- 
rl  cvi  and  thirty  years  after  Abraham  came  into 
(\iiiaan,  and  two  hundred  and  fifteen  years  from 

a  cob's  defcent  into  Egypt.  Mofes  was  called  of 
:  ()d,  and  by  him  appointed  Head,  Leader,  and 
(  hief  over  Ifrael.  He  led  thein  out  pf  Egypt  by 
rUc  way  of  the  Red  Sea.  Six  hundred  thpufand 
.;  en,  befides  women  and  children,  the  Lord  con- 
•  iding  them  under  the  direftion  of  a  vifible  cloud 

;.  day,  and  a  pillar  of  fire  by  night,  and  they  car- 
1.(1  the  bones  of  Jofeph  along  withtl^m. 

At  the  fea-coaft,   Pharoah  and  a  numerous  ar-^ 

rv    came  in  fight  of  them,  upon  which   Mofes 

.;  xd  his  wand  over  the  waters,  and  they  inftant- 

•    divided  into  a  heap,  to  the  right  hand  and  to 

. ?  :-   left,  by   which  means  the  Ifraelites    walked 

liiioiigh,  on  dryland,  to  the  wildernefsof  Etharo* 

♦  A  Name  given  to  all  their  Kings. 

Fharoak 
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Pharoah  ami  his  hoft  drove  furioufly  after  them, 
and  they  were>  at  the  dawning  of  the  day,  every 
one  of  them  drawned,  the  dead  carcafes  fwam 
in  great  numbers  on  the  fea,  and  they  covered 
the  fhore. 

About  three  months  after  the  Ifraelites  had  left 
Egypt,  they  arrived  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Sinai, 
the  higheft  and  molt  inacceflible  Mountain  in  the 
Eaft,  and  it  was  held  facred  by  all  the  inhabitant.^ 
round  about  it. 

Here  was  heard  that  awful  voice  of  God  which 

fo  terrified  the  Ifraelites  ;   and  God  appeared  to 

Mofes  in  a  flame  of  fire  in  a  biiih,  which  notwith. 

ftahding  was  not  wafted   or  confumed.     He  wu . 

cominanded  to  take  oflF  his  (hoes,  and  afcend  thr 
hill  to  the  top,  and  Mofes   was  abfent  for(y  day.» 

and  forty  nights. 

Mofes  here  received  the  laws,  or  ten  command, 
ments  ;  ceremonial  rites  and  orders  refpefting  i  n 
crifice  i  ordinances  for  the  adminiftration  of  Jul. 
tice  and  deciding  controverfies. 

The  original  laws  of  righteoufnefs,  engraven  on 

the  heart,    were  obliterated  and  much  defaced, 

they  are  here  cxprelTcd  in  words,  and  wrote  6n 

....■:  K  a  tables 
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tidbScf  of  ftcnc,  by  the  direQion  of  God,  who 
wasplcafed  in  this  awful  and  moft  tremendous 
manner  to  reftore  to  the  Jews  the  grand  laws  of 
fisorality,  and  by  them  tranfmit  them  to  all  nations. 
Commands  thus  authoritatively  ilamped,  were 
perfuafive  exhoc tatlons  to  vigilance,  and  powerful 
refiraints  to  the  torrent  of  vice  and  impiety. 

Notwitfallanding  thefe  and  other  ftriking  mira-i 
clesand  interpofitions,  I frael  rebelled,  and  God 
fignally  puniflied  their  difobedience,  for  the  fpace 
of  forty  years  God  led  by  the  hand  this  immenfe 
multitude  kll  round  the  deferts  of  Arabia,  yet  all 
the  time  mercifully  feeding  and  cloathing  them^ 
and  Mofes  their  deliverer  employed  every  day  in 
inftru&ing  and  training  them  up  for  the  promifed 
land  ;  they  had  much  to  learn,  many  vices  to 
conquer,  much  ob&inacy  to  fubdue,  and  they 
were  thus  long  under  a  difcipline  intermixed  with 
the  greatelt  tendernefs  and  feverity,  and  at  laft 
conduced  by  Mofes  only  to  the  borders  of  Ca- 
naan. He  there,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  dies  on  Mount  Nebo,  Jofliua  his  general, 
and  the  feventy  Elders,  and  Eleazar  the  High 
Prieft,  accompanied  him  to  the  foot  of  the  moun« 
tain,  they  there  all  took  a  forrowful  leave,  and 
Mofes  went  up  to  the  fummit  alone,  and  was  from 

thence 
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tlience  permitted  to  take  a  view  of  the  ooontiy*  , 
He  OR  this  (pot  afterwards  died,  and  wit  borie^ 
m  a  vety  private  manner  in  t)he  land  of^Moab.     , 

A  Few  days  before  his  death,  Mofes  affemhleil 
all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael^  publickly  and  folemnly  ip^ 
pointed  Jolhua  his  fuccelTor,  Head,  Leader,  anil 
Chief  over  IfraeL  ¥ 

Jolhua,  at  tlie  age  oF  ninety -three,  enten  Ca- 
naan. As  foon  as  the  Priefts  who  bore  the  Aik  / 
came  to  the  edge  and  touched  the  waters  of  ilie 
Kiver  Jordan^  a  paflage  was  opened  Sx  them, 
of  fiixteen  miles  in  breadth/  and  the  IfiaeHtcs 
walked  through  x>n  dry  land.  God  thus  fignaliz-r 
ing  their  new  Commander  in  like  maimer  as 
he  had  honoured  Mofes  at  the  Red  Sea. 

Jo(bua  boldly  marched  his  army  to  the  plaint 
of  Jericho,  four  miles  from  the  City,  and  d^ 
from  the  River  Jordan.  He  afterwards  fubdued 
the  Canaanites,  took  feven  famous  Cities,  and  ob- 
tained pofleffion  of  a  confiderable  part  of.  die 
land. 

Jolhua  died  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  ten^* 
and  was  buried  on  the  hill  of  Gaafh^  in  the  tnbt 
of  Ephraim* 

After 
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After  the  death  of  Jofliua,  eadh  tribe  was  foir 
fiMne  time  governed  by  its  own  Heads  and  Elders, 
eled^g  i^  own  General  and  Commander, 
but  high  and  eminent  chara3ers,  Champions, 
and  Deliverers  of  Ifrael,  God,  from  time  to  time 
raifed  up,  and  they  aflutiaed  the  government 
under  the  title  of 

JuDcis  ;  thefe  were  extraordinary  magiftrates, 
wbofe  office  was,  to  prefide  in  the  fenate,  proteft 
theftate,  pronounce  the  law,  and  regulate  divine 
worftiip* 

A  regular  fucceffion  of  fourteen  maintained  the 
dlignity  two  hundred  and  iGfty  years;  but  many 
years  of  fervitude  and  bondage  intervened  betweefi 
fome  of  them. 

£ight  years  under  Chufan-Rifliathaim,  King  of 
Mefopotamia ;  Eighteen  years  in  bondage  to 
Moab;  Twenty  under  the  Canaanites;  Seven 
uoder  the  Medianites ;  Eighteen  under  the  A« 
morites ;  and  Forty  under  bondage  to  the  Philif* 
tines. 

The  gallant  Othniel,  by  his  good  condudand 
bravery  obtained  a  rich  heirefs,  the  daughter  of 
Calebs  Jolhua's  general,  and  commander  in  chief. 

Seveo 
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The  dignity  and  title  of  Judge  was  firft  confeired 
upon  him,  and  he  governed  Ifrael  forty  years. 

Ehud  was  the  fccond;  a  braive  and  rfefelule 
foldier,  who,  while  Jhe  was  p.aying  the  yearly  tri- 
bute to  Egloh  king.pf  Mpab,  at  the  hazard  of  h^ 
own  life,  ipurcjered  hiin,  and  refcued  Ifrael  from 
bondage.  Ehud  maintained  the  governqient 
eighty  years. 

The  third  wa^  the  valiant  Shamgar,  who'fleir 
fix  hundred  Philiftines  with  a  Plough-fhare.  He 
iied  at  the  €nd  of  the  firft  year^ 

D£9pi<AH  the  Prophetefs  was  tlie  fourth  Judge, 
^nd  Baral  wa^  her  ge;neral,  ihe  governed  Ifra§l 
forty  years. 

At  the  apdointment  of  God,  GrnEON  fuccped- 
ed  to  the  government  as  fifth  Judge,  and  the  Ang^l 
Tent  to  him  oh  this  o€cafion,  faluted  him  by  the 
^onour^ble  title  of  Saviour  of  Ifrael*  Gideon 
jud|;ed  Ifrael  forty  years. 

A&iMELFCH,  a  natural  fon  of  Gideon,  »furp^ 
the  dignity ,  He  was  cruel,  bafe,  and  ambitious^ 
and  put  to  death  all  his  brethren  but  one  (tio  lefs 
than  fixty^nlnc)  at  the  end  of  three  years  he  iSttie 
to  an  ignominious  death  hirtfelf. 

TOLARi 
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ToLAKy  of  the  tribe  of  Iffacbaf)  hhtls  tbe  nvxt 
Jo^gc  of  Ifraef;  he  retained  the  govcrameM 
tvcor^-^woyeacs^  and  was  facceeded  by 

jAim,  a  wcaltby  man,  of  the  tribe  of  Manaflefiv. 
tieheUin  his  own  right  thirty  cities,  and  he  hadS 
duity  fims,  (o  each  of  which  he  gave  a  citf ,  twi^ 
and  twcDty  years  he  governed  Ifraef. 

After  the  death  of  J  air,  the  Ifraelites,  agam 
ip  fervHade  and  bondage^  eledied 

Jefhthah  ;  and  he  mardied  againft  the 
Jbnoiiites  and. overthrew  them,  but  by  one  ra£b 
mm  he  fuTIied  all  his  glory,  and  the  joy  and"  plea* 
iiiDeof  the  trimnph,  and  the  fpoifs^  .Jefitthab; 
\  Jo^e  of  Ifrael  fix  years. 


Ijman;  was  their  tenth  Judge,  a  natfve  of  Beth^ 
Ubem;  he  had  thteefcore  children,  thirty  ions 
and  diirty  daughters,  he  lived  to  fee  t^em  all  mar* 
lied,  and  a  very .  numerous  progeny  of  grand* 
dnidren.  Ibsan  governed  Ifrael  feven*  years, 
and  was  fucceeded  byr 

£ioN«  of  the  tribe  of  Zebulon>  who^  after 
waimaining  the  dignity  ten*  yeass^  was  buried  at 
Aifaloii^  a  city  ia  his  owa  tribe^ 


AaDox.Son  o£,Hillel.^f  the^tribe  of  ,EphraOT^ 
was  the  twelfth  Judge  ;  He  fat  eightyeafs.  A|« 
ooBi  left  forty  fonsi  and  thirty  grands foDs,- and 
they  all  rpde  on  alfes'  coltSi  after  the  manner  of 
the  grekt  and  wealthy  men  in  Ifrael. 

£li  was  the  firft  who  joined  the  dignity  of  Judge 
to  that  of  High  Prieft.  Notwithftanding,  und^r 
.  |he  government  of  Eli,  the  people  became  again 
idolatrous,  and  were  ujnder  fervittjide  ^n4  bondage 
%o  the  Philiftines.  Eli,  though  a  good  man,  was 
tery  indolent  and  remif^f  both  in  the  management 
•f  bis  t>wn  family,  and  ia  bis  government. 

The  {fi^elites  were  ^more  and  more  ^pprefled, 
and  in  the  feverity  pf  their  thraldQm  they  moft 
,  earneftly  be  fought  the  Lord. 

God  fent  them  a  Deliverer  moft  wonderful  from 

^his^birth  to  his  death,  a  Hero  of  moft  extraprdi- 

naryftrength   and  valour.     He  was  granted  asa 

Blcffing   to    his    Parents   and   the   Nation.     An 

-A'Rgel:  had  been  twice  corcmiffibned  to  foretcl  hi|^ 

i;Birtb,    firft  to  bis  Mather,  a  very  old  Womkn, 

who  bad  always  been  reputed  barren,  and  after- 

rwards^oMon^ah  his.  Farther,  a  native  of  Zorah, 

iojthetribe  of  Dan.     The  Angel  left,  a  Bngular 

.f)biu  n^ery '  ftri£l   gwhibition  vb^th  r^j^fting  the 

L  Mother 
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Mchher  and  the  Son.  She  na^ied  him  $  a  m  p >o  n  ^ 
tfnd  teb  &id  to  have  gov^ned  Ifrael»  together, 
with  Eli,  twenty  years,  befides  which,  the ]^t| 
Prieft  had  maintained  both  dignities  alone,  twen- 
ty Years  moie.  *  1 
•  '  '-  ■  '  '  ,  •  jm^,* 
: :  Sa^iuel  was  the  laft  Judge  of  irrael.  On  ^U 
refignation,  and  long  before  his  Death,  the  reign 
of  the  Judges  ended,  the  government- wa^tti;;? 
changed,  and  the  Kingdom  became  Monarchical^ 

Samuel  was  another  miraculous  Child,  grft^tr 
ed  to  the  pious  and  very  fervent  prayers  pf  his 
Mother,  and  by  a  mod  folemn  Vow,  Hannah  dc- 
dicated  her  Child  to  God^  he  entered  early  int9 
the  fervice  of  the  Temple,  and  was  provided  for 
there,  at  three  Years  of  age.  In  every  little  of- 
fice in  his  power,  he  miniftied  to  the  High  Prieft 
in  his  holy  fun6lions,  girded  round  with  a  linen 
Ephod,  and  his firft  employment  wais,  to  openand 
ihut  the  doors  of  the  tabernacle. 

Samuel  grew  up  a  molt  exemplary,  amiable, 
and  highly  virtuous «  chara&er,  a  Prophet  and 
Judge  of  Ilrael  twenty  years,  always  beloved,  re* 
Verenced,  and  applauded.  Samuel  had  ap« 
pointed  his  two  fons,  Joel  and  Abiah,  to  affift  him 
in  the  adminiftrationof  JuiUoe  at  fieer-flieba,  the 

cxtrcmiqr 


cxtrcifiity  of  his  IKngdonl.  The  People  verc  cfiCfe. 
pi^arc^d  with  t1)6ii«'€oiKluQj  and  accufed  than  ofi. 
cbrriiptton  a^d  biribeFy;    ;  ^  .     ^.. 

The  Heads  and  Eiders  of  Ifrael  ^ffiembled  and' 
^ame  in  a  body  to  Ramah,  amd  demanded  of  Sa- 
muel a  King,  his  two  Sons,  both  (they  faid)  were 
UQWbrthy  to  be  his  Succeffor.  Sa^muel  long ^x« 
poftulated  and.  reafoned  with  them,,  would  fam 
have  tonrinced  them  of  their  iiigratitudej,;  and 
upbraided  them,  explaining  moft  wifely  and  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms  what  they  would  fuffcr  by  Tuch 
an  Exchange  and  Revolution.  The  Monarchs  <X 
the  Eaft  were  always  arbitrary,  defpotic,  iand  ty- 
rannical, Samuil  fweetly  defcribed  the  high  ex-  ' 
•rcife  of  th^ir  Authority,  Lordlinefs,  and  Ambi- 
tion: : 

*V  He  will  take  your  Sons  to  drive  his  Chariots, 
<i  and  be  bis  Horfemen,  and  fome  Ihall  run  before 
<*  him.  Captains  fiiall  prefide  over  thoufands^ 
*«  apd  Captains  over  Fifties.  Ye  fliall  Ear  his 
'^  ground,  and  reap  his  harveft,  ahd  make  his 
"^^  fpears,  and  build  his  chariots.  Your  Daiigh- 
^'  tershewill  take  to  be  his  fervants,  to  cook  his 
**  meat,  and  bake  his  bread.  He  willfeize  your. 
V  Fields,  and  your  Vineyards,  and  your  Olive- 
^*  groiHi^s,  and  ^i^e  them  to  his  Courtiers. 
1-  •-    -  h  t  «  Your 
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•'"Ifcft?  ihen-fciVants  and  your  mard-rerfantft, 
*'  anil 'ybiirgoodlieft  young  men,  and  your  affes/ 
^*  he  will  put  them  to  his  Work/ 

'  Neverthtlcfr  the  people  rcfufed  to  lift  en,  one 
a&diall  irryingouty 

.  ."  Nay/  but  we  will  have  a  King  over  u$/' 

Oh  this  obftinate  and  detemiined  refohitiof^^ 
both  of  the  people  and  their  Elders  Samuei^ 
at  the  appointment  of  God,  anointed  Saul,  King 
of  lirael,  a  very  tall  and  beautiful  youth,  one  of 
tie.Sbni  of  Ki(b,  ^d  of  the  Tribe  of:  Ben-- 
jamim    .      . 

S[4trL  irdigned  over  I&ae)  Forty  yearefaild  aftcr^ 
a  total  defeat,  and  moft  bloody  flaug^ter,  thr^. 
of  his  brave  Sons  already  among  the  flain,  him- 
felf  mangled/  wounded,  and  dying,  ih  deep  dc- 
fpair,  he  Is  faid  to  have  preferred  falHng"pil  his 
own  fword,  rather  than  be  carried  off  by  the  ^  etife- 
niy,  ftreamipg  with  blood,  dying,  and^  yet  hot 
dead. 

Thiy  Event  opened  foi*  David  a  fm^ffii^v^ty' 
natural  road  to  the  Crown.     Ilbbbfliethy  a  Jiif  viv 
iflg  Ton  of  Saul,  and  David  (who  had  htf^Mhtcn 
pointed  by  Samuel)  were  both  proclaiMttdv  the' 


>' 
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former  bjr  Ahncr^  his  Father's  Q^eraV  an* 
David  waa.cteflted  by  the  tribe  of  Ju^fth^  aiid 
crowned  at  Hebron;  the  government  thus  divided 
continued  feven  years  and  a  half;  I(hbofb^%f was 
then  murdered  by  t\«io  of  bta  awn  afficec^i  *M 
they  brought  his  head  to  Hebron,  and  prefented 
It  to  David.  Upon  this  event  all  the  Tribes  aC- 
fembled  and  came  to  pay  him  homage/  and  the/ 
now  anointed  him  again,  and  by  found'  of  It-um-' 
pet  proclaimed  him  King  over  all  IfraeU 

^  The  Oovernment  thus  unked  and  eAabIifted« 
continued  dur mg  th6  R feigtis ^  tyt  Q^vid^  ahdri faisF 
jbn    Solomon,  but  after   Solomon's  deaitt^v/twot 
Tribes  only.  acknowledged.Rehobo^m.  his  fpn, 
who  wasitiled  King. of  J.udah,  and  ten  ICribes  Vc* 
volted  under  Jeroboam/  a  fpirited'and^galj^nit' 
youtihp  fooiiA'  tiinie  Governor  offtt,  t^e':^TfibeAof 
JSphraim!^  and  over  the  Tcibe  of^  Manaii^h^    Jp-^ 
r6boanivafltftmed  the'  Titte  oJFrKfaog  of?  {fr^pl. , 

Throughout  the  Old  Tidlament  they  arc  ever 
afterwards  thu»  divided  and!  diftipguitbed,  and  the^ 
Hiftory ,  records^  the  reigns,  pf  twenty  fuccefi^e 
Kings  o£  Ju4ah,.  and  nineteenr  King^  who  reigped 
aVer  IfcaeL  Of  thefe  Hoihea  was  the  laft^,  in  the 
i)inthryear  of  his  Reign,  and  721  yeirs  before, 
tfig  Birth  of  our  Sftvjour,  Samaria,  the  Kraetitifli 

Capits^I, 
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Gapitd^  vistakin  by  Sbaltoancfer  King  of -Af- 
fytUk  i  HoiHiea  arid  all  his  People  were  made  Capi^- 
tm;«  total  endw^s  hereby  piut  to  the  KingdoTO* 
of  Ifrael,  after  it  had  flood  a  feparate  Kingdom 
from  Judah  two  hundred  and  fifty-fix  years. 

Jiidafa  rcnaained  a  Kingdom  one  hundred  at»^ 
thirty  foiir  years  longer,  and  ended  as  a  Mo- 
liafchy  with  the  Captivity  of  the  Jews  in  Baby^ 
Ion;  they  were  in  bondage  there  feventy  years. 
The  City  of  Jerufalem,  and  the  fuperb  and  very 
ittagnificent  Temple,  were  firft  plundered,  theft 
burnt  to  the  ground,  and  the  whole  country  was 
kddwafte. 

To  this  Period  the  Kingdom  of  Judah  had 
defended  uninterruptedly  in  the  line  of  David. 

At  the  ^nd  of  feventy  years,  and  in  the  firft  yeat 
of  the  Reign  of  Cyrus,  the  highly  celebrated 
Hero,  founder  of  the  Perfian  Monarchy,  and 
Conqueror  of  ^abylon,  the  Prophet  Daniel,  ever 
zealous  for  his  conntry,  interefted  himfelf  with 
that  Prince,  pointed  out  to  him  the  Prophecies 
refpeCling  the  Jews,  upon  which  Cyrus  publifhed 
an  Edia  for  their  releafe,  and  gave  them  leave  to 
return  to  Jcrufalem,  and  rebuild  their  City  and 
Temple,  '  , 

Afttt 
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;  After  the  Jevrs  bad  been  fold  as  Haves,'  91A' 
^Sifperred  tlurough  a  vaft  and  mighty  Emptre,  B(tf 
thoufandof  tbem  only  were  colle&d  and  retup^ 
e4»  sind  thefe  were  chiefly  from  among  the  poorer 
fort. 

Zerubbaliel,  a  Prince  of  the  blood  royal,  a 
Grandfon  of  Jehoiakim,  Hefirft  led  them  oik, 
and  together  with  the  Heads  of  fome  few  refpe3« 
able  families,  a  CouncU  was  formed,  and  the 
Jewifh  affairs  in  Church  and  State  regulated  and 
re-eftabli|bed« 

Under  Ezra,  a  very  learned  Jew  of  theHonfe 
of  Aaron,  about,  feventy  years  afterwards,  another 
but  much  fmaller  body  fet  out  for  Jerufalem. 
Ezra  received  his  Commiflion  from  Perfia,  by 
orders  from  Artaxerxes  Longimanus,  and  be  go« 
yerned  them  as  Viceroy  thirteen  years.  Ezra 
w^s  then  fiicceeded  by  NBHS^rAH,  *  a  patriotic, 
amiable,  and  good  man,  who  was  at  tbat  time  fent 
from  Shufhan  with  new  Powers  and  authority. 
Nehemiah  was  the  lad  they  commilfioned.  The 
Government  was  afterwards  maintained  by  the 
High  Prieft  then  in  office,  till  the  Perfian  Empire 
was    deflroyed   by  Alexander  the   Great.    The 

^  Year  of  the  W#rld'358a,  and  42Z  before  Christ. 

-  Jews 


Jewfliad  €ii|oyfd  till  that  Period  peace,  icctirity, 
and  proitt^ion,  in  eommon  with  the  fubyeds  of 
;thc'ferfiair  Empire. 

After  the  Death  of  that  highly  celebrated  Con^ 
queror,  his  Kingdoms  and  Empire  were  divided 
mmongfais  general  Officers.  Sad  and  cruel  Mere 
the  (cenes  4i^f  ^bleod&Qd  and  impiety  which  ibU 
loved.  The  Jews  fnffered  the  saoft  horrid  bar- 
barkies  and  perfecotions.  For  fome  years  all  wor-i 
Ihip  to  the  God  of  Ifrael  ceafed.  The  Jewifh 
Ceremonies  and  Sacrifice  were  fuf^Mftfled  in  Je« 
rufalem.  The  Temple  polluted  with  blood,  and 
the  filthieft  abominations,  and  the  Statue  of  Jupi- 
ter was  fet  up  on  the  Alur  of  burnuofierings  for 
publick  homage  and  adoration. 

Mattathias,  a  Prieft  zealous forthe  law  of 
God,  and  his  worfliip,  was  among  the  firft  whoop- 
pofed^  the  progrefs  of  this  bloody  and  mwroefoas 
Apoftacy,  and  after  him  Judas  Maccabeus^  liis 
'  Son,  and  a  race  of  Heroes  of  his  family,  with  an 
intrepidity  and  zeal  almoft  incredible  refcoed 
them,  entered  the  cities,  deftroyed  the  Syrian 
Guard,  pulled  down  the  Images  and  headien 
Altars,  opened  the  Synagogues,  and  at  length 
the  Temple,  and  r^^eftablilhed  the,  Jewifli, wpr- 
ihip,  and  the  Solemnities  of  Sacrifice,    Many 

and 
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and  glorious  were  the  Vi£lories  they  from  time  to 
time  had  gained,  and  the  Honours,  Privileges, 
and  Profperity  they  had  procured  for  their  Coun- 
trymen, but  a  tranquility  thus  enjoyed  under  the 
Maccabees  (called  the  Afmodean  family)  was  at 
laft  difturbed  by  Ariftobulus,  a  defcendant  of 
Mattaihias,  and  younger  brother  of  Hyrcan. 
Both  Brothers  made  their  appeal  to  Pompey,  the 
Ronian  Emperor,  and  Hyrcan  was  re-eftablifhed. 
On  the  obftinacy  of  the  Jews,  their  impiety  and 
ingratitude,  God  was  pleafed  to  give  them  up  into 
the  hands  of  the  Romans,  who  now,  for  the  firft 
timci  made  them  tributary  on  Hyrcans  reftoration 
and  eftabliihment. 

Th^  Afmodean  Race  did  not  long  furvive  the 
difgrace^of  their  Country.  Herod,  an  Idumean 
by  birth,  obtained  by  his  Interefts  at  Rome,  the 
Kingdom  of  Judaea.  He  reigned  thirty-feven 
Years.  At  the  death  of  Herod,  the  Kingdom 
was  divided  into  four  Parts,  each  was  called  a 
Tetrarchy,  and  governed  by  a  Prince  who  after- 
wards bore  the  tide  of  Tetrarch. 

While  the  Jews  were  under  bondage  and  Sub- 

jeftion  to  Rome,  Pontius  Pilate  being  Governor, 

Our. Saviour  was  born  and  lived  amongft  them, 

publickly  taught  in  their  Synagogues  and  Tem- 

M  pie. 


(     82      ) 

pic.  daily performed'many  wonderful  Miracles,  cauH^ 
ingthe  lame  to  walk,  the  blind  to  fee,  the  deaf  to 
hear,  and  even  the  dead  were  raifed  to  life  in  proof 
and  confirmation  of  his  doftrine.  By  fulfiling  all 
the  Prophecies  refpefting  himfelf,  he  afforded  hit 
Countrymen  moft  ample  and  undeniable  evidence 
of  his  being  the  Meflias.  During  the  Space  of 
three  Years,  he  went  about  explaining  all  the  Du- 
ties of  life,  and  enforcing  his  divine  Morality  by 
the  mott  winning,  amiable,  and  condefcending 
manners,  the  wifeft  precepts,  and  all  the  attraQivq 
Charms  and  Majefty  of  Exiamplc. 

The  Jews,  incorrigible  and  blind,  obftinately 
refitting,  oppofing,  and  at  length  killing  the  Lord 
of  Life,  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  jniquity. 
God  now  permitted  the  Romans  (provoked  by 
their  frecjuent  infurreftions  and  rebellion)  very 
foon  after  to  put  a  final  ei^d  to  their  Polity,  utterly 
to  deftroy  and  erafe  the  very  foundations  of  their 
City  and  Temple  even  with  a  pfbugh-fhare ;  to 
burn  their  Palaces,  perfecute,  enflave,  and  dif- 
perfe  them  throughout  fo  many  Centuries,  and 
over  all  the  World,  wl^ere  they  are  yet  moft  wop- 
derfully  prefervejd,  a  people  diftinft,  unmixed, 
furviving  all  their  Conquerors,  incorporated  with 
fio  oqe  Nation,  Kingdoin,  or  Empire,  and  al- 
though 
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though   thus  blended  and  Tubfifting,  they  are  flill 
unconnefted  with  them  alK 

The  Jewifli  Government  was  under  the  imme- 
diate Direftion  of  God,  efpccially  in  all  difficult 
and  extraordinary  Cafes. 

He  gave  them  a  Code  of  Laws,  a  complete 
Ritual  of  Worlhip,  fuited  to  the  Times  and  the 
well  known  Temper  and  Pffejudices  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  hereby,  he  impreffed  awfully  and  perfua- 
fively  the  Knowledge  of  Himfelf,  the  One  only 
living  and  true  God,  and  the  Worfhip  He  would 
accept  ;  eftablifliing  among  them  Piety,  Morality, 
public  Virtue,  private  and  domeftic  happinefs. 

Jehovah  was  their  Judge,  Law-giver,  and  King ; 
the  High  Prieft  was  his  Prime  Minifter ;  he  en- 
tcred  into  a  Compafl:  with  his  People,  formed 
their  Polity,  and  was  Himfelf  their  Commander; 
He  iffued  out  his  Orders  and  Rules  of  War ; 
He  led  their  Armies ;  He  fought  their  Battles ; 
the  Lord  of  their  Hoft  j  the  God  of  the  Armies 
of  IfraeU 

The  happieft  of  all  Periods,  the  moft  enviable 
•f  all  GoYcrnmcnts. 

M  *  I^ 
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It  was  a  Tradition  among  the  Jews,  the  World 
would  laft  Six  Thoufand  Years:  They  divided 
them  into  three  equal  Periods, 

First,  From  the  Creation  to  the  Delivery  of  the 

Law  by  Mofes. 
Second,  The  Period  that  Law  was  to  remain  in 

Force. 
Third,  Was  for  the  Days  of  the  Messiah, 

Hence  the  Three  DiftinaionJ, 
Under  the  Patriarchs, 
the  Law,  and 

the  Messiah* 

The  Ages  have   alfo  been    divided  into   Seveii 
diftind  iEra's. 

First.  Ending  with  the  Flood,  2349  Years  bc^, 
fore  Chrift. 

Second.  The  Abrahamic,  ending  at  the  birth 
of  Khmael,  1910  Years  before  Chiift, 

TniRffi 
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Third,  The  Mosaic,  ending  when  Moses  wai 
Eighty  Years  of  Age,  1491  Ycara 
before  Chrift. 

Fourth,  Begins  with  the  Inftitution  of  the  Paf*. 
fover,  and  ends  with  the  commencement 
of  the  Reign  of  Solomon,  1014  Years 
before  Chrift. 

FriTH*  Ends  with  Nebuchadnezer's  Conqueft 
of  Egypt  and  Judaea^  569  Years  be« 
fore  Chrift. 

Sixth,    Ends  with  the  Binh  of  Our  SAVioirit; 


PSSAIJ 


ESSAY     IV. 


OK       T    H    B 

FIVE     BOOKS     OF    MOSE$ 

CALLED      THX 

PENTATEUCH. 


I.  GENESIS,      or  Generation. 

II.  EXODUS,       Departure  out  of  Egypt; 

III.  LEVITICUS,  Laws  for  the  Priefts. 

IV.  NUMBERS,      Numbering  the  People, 

V.  DEUTERONOMY,    Repetition. 
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G    E    N    E     S    I    S, 


0    R 


GENERATION; 


A  L  T  H  O  U  G  H  the  IfraeHtes  were  fepsiratei 
•^^  from  amidft  an  Idolatrous  World  in  order 
to  preferve  the  knowledge  of  the  one  Supreme 
God  and  Father  of  all,  and  the  Purity  of  his 
Worfhip,  by  living  all  their  Lives  in  Egypt,  they 
had  acquired  a  ftrong  Prejudice  in  favour  of  lou 
cal  Deities,  and  under  the  Imprefliori  of  fuch 
Idets,  the  Ifraelites  fuppofed  the  Worfliip  of 
thAi,  confiftent,  and  admiffible  with  that  of  the 
the  Supreme  Jehovah. 

N  Mofea 
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Mofes  endeavours  to  dilTuade  them^  and  coun^ 
ter-a£^s  this  Propenfity,  by  telling  them,  that 
THiciit  God)  the  God*  ot  Abraham,  Ifaac,  audi 
Jacob,  He  it  was  who  made  the  whole  World, 
Sun,  Moon,  and  Stars,  and  all  Creatures,  thefc 
Symbols  of  the  Egyptian  Deities,  to  which  they 
ignonutly  hpwedtand  paid  their  Adoration. 

The  Book  of  Genesis  is  the  only  authentic 
Hiftory  of  the  firft  AgeSiof  the  World,  from  the 
Creation  to  the  Flood,  a  Period  of  1656  Years^ 
accurately  ])ppefcrving;thc  Giencal^gyr  fram  Adam 
to  Noah,  and  you  will  read  it  in  the  family  Hif« 
tory  and  familiar  domeftic  Anecdotes  of  only 
nine  Pairiarchs  *... 

Mofes,  our  infpired  Hiftorian,  before  he  even 
^ves  thdr  Names,  or  iflued  out  his  Code  pf 
jCaws  to  inform  his  people,  of  their  Duty,  wifelyi 
istfid  magnificently  prefaces  his  Book  with  the 
Creation  of  the  World ;  and  the  fuhlime  Sim^ 
I^licity,  the  gradual  and  methodical  Procefs,  the. 
CQinm^njcemeBt  and  firft  very  natural. Divifion .of 
Tia^i  are.  all  highly  curious  and  wonderfid* 

*  Adaf^  Seai,£no$^  Cainan^,  IMefilal^el^  jax^g^ 
Enoch,  Methufeiah,  Lamecb. 

■  That 


Tha^t  glorious  Emanation  iLi^ht,  firft-born  of 
Cod,  and  brighteft  Eniblcmitif  his  Purity,  is  the 
Work  of   the  FxRSf  /Day,   together  \vith  'tlhe 
viciffitude  of  Ni^ht  and  Day; 

The  elevation  of  the  Air,  f^tiAmg  %n  Atmo£- 
phere,  the  Second. 

On  the  THIRD  day  the  Waters  wer^  colleft- 
ed,  and  boundaries  alExeid  thepti,  immediately 
the  dry  land  was  covered  with  Ve^tables. 

On  the  FOURTH,  The  Sun  barft  forth  in  full 
Splendour;  enlightening  and  cherijlbing  tbe 
World  $  and  in  the  Evening  rofe  the  Moon  irt 
the  fulnefs  of  her  Mcgefty  and  Glory,  mildly,  il- 
luminating the  immenfe  Expanfe,  and  each  had 
its  Laws  ^Etffixed,  and  each  its  Courfe  aligned 
it. 

On  the  F  I F  TH,  Fifli  fwaih  inmmieratblc  in  the 
)Vater5,  and 'flying  Fowl  were  formed,  and  both 
received  a  Benediftion  from  their  Creator. 

On  the  SIXTH,  The  Earth  having  at^il*ed 
SoKdity,  andthe  Air  fitted  for  Refpiratibn,  the' 
produftion  ^  Laa^  Animals  followed,  jand  God 
crested  Mah^aBiOBgft4heiiiall>  thenobleft. 

N-a  With 


(     92     ) 

With  fweet  Simplicity  and  Elegance,  it  d^- 
fcribes  the  Primitive  State  of  Man,  and  God, 
his  Creator,  places  him  in  a  fruitful  and  well- 
watered  Garden,  luxuriant  with  Herbage,  Trees, 
and  Fruits,  and  Flowers ;  and  here  he  makes  trial 
of  the  Talents  he  had  given  him,  and  commands 
him  to  give  a  Name  to  each  and  every  one  of 
the  numerous  Creatures  around  him  j  and  Adam 
fummonfes  the  Beafts  of  the  Field,  and  the 
Fowls  of  the  Sky,  and  every  Reptile  to  pay  ho- 
mage to  their  Lord,  and  as  each  one  paffed,  in 
order  before  him,  he  affixed  a  Name  to  them  all. 
But  as  thefe  fpokeonly  a  language  underftood  each 
by  his  own  Species,  and  expreffive  of  a  benevo- 
lence and  affeftion  mutual  and  peculiar  to  one 
another,  the  Sovereign  of  this  vaft  Empire  ftill 
moved  a  folitary  and  alone,  unfit  for  the  Society 
of  pure  Spirits,  and  yet  far  above  the  wifeft  of  the 
Creatures  around  him,  impreffed  with  a^  variety 
of  Ideas,  and  infpired  with  language,  but  po 
fuitable  Companion  to  whom  he  could  tell  his 
thoughts,  and  breathe  out  his  affeftion,  God  is 
therefore  pleafed  to  provide  for  Adam,  and 
whilft  he  lay  faft  afleep,  his  fenfes  wearied,  j^nd 
fpirits  exhaufted  with  the  v^  variety  of  enter- 
taining objects  which  had  employed  him,  Ggd 
formed  a  Woman  out  of  his  Side,  of  one  of  hi 
rihs^  and  |)rought  fa?!    ^nd  prefepted  her   u 

Adain;, 
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Adam,  arrayed  with  Beauty,  and  all  the  atttaaive 
charms  of  Grace  and  Modefty* 

Overjoyed,  Adam  declares  her,  the  dearCom^ 
panion  of  his  Life. 

Iri  poffeffion  of  a  World,  Adam  foon  lofes  his 
Sovereignty;  the  Difpenfation  of  Innocence  was 
flwrt ;  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  enjoyed  hi*  Para- 
dife  only  feven  years,  Difobedience  was  fol- 
lowed with  unruly  paffions,  mutual  upbraidings, 
a  fenfe  of  guilt,  fliame,  difguft,  remorfe,  alarm^ 
a  fentence  of  death,  expulfiori  from  the  Garden 
pf  Paradife^  •    ' 

And  now  follows  the  Hiftory  of  his  tT^o 
eldeft  Sons,  Cain  and  Abel, .the  one,  as  be 
grew  up,  was  a  Tiller  of  the  Ground,  and 
Abel*  was  a  Shepherd ;  their  Difpofitibns  >  were 
widely  different,  and  Gain  murders  his  Brother^ 
an  Event  highly  diftrefsful  to  his  Parents,  and 
afforded  them  the  firft  certain  demonllration  of 
^  future  State.  Two  young  men,  brothers,  the, 
one  wicked,  the  other  righteous  ;  the  on^  incur- 
red God-s  difpleafure,  the  other  his  favour;  this 
latter^  iii  the  flowi^r  of  his  Youth,  was  murdered 
for  his  Piety,  the  former,  though  a  murdefcr, 
permitted  to  live^ 

A  futu|-e  reckoning  and  retributipji  could  only 
£xpjain  the  hifHory, 
^  ^  •        Tbi^ 
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This  Book  will  make  you  very  inquifitivc  rc- 
fpcfting  Enoch,  the  firft  Aftronomer  and  Ma^ 
thamatician,  the  Inventor  of  Letters,  and  the  ufe 
of  the  Pen,  the  diftinguifhed  favour  and  honour 
granted  him  on  account  of  his  Piety,  an  Ex- 
change of  Worlds  without  dying.  With  elegant 
Simplicity  Mofes,  his  hiftorian,  Tays, 

**  Enoch  wall^ed  with  God,  and  he  was  not*** 

The  Apofile  Paul  paraphrafes  it^ 

"  By  Faith  Enoch  was  tranflated,  that  he 
^^  might  not  fee  death,  and  was  not  found  be- 
^^  caufe  God  had  tranflated  him,  for  before  his 
^  tr^nflation,  he  had  (his  teftimony,  that  he 
^  pleafed  God/* 

In  thcfe  very  early  Ages  God  was  |>leafed  thw 
to  give  Men  another  Demonftration  refpeQing 
a  Life  to  come,  in  order  to  confirm  and  firength- 

cn  their  belief. 

»• 
Tbe  Hiftory  now  relates  the  Univerfal  Deluge 
when  it  continued  raining  three  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-feven  Days,  and  exhibits  the  highly  ami« 
able  and  exemplary  Chara6ler  of  Noah,  and  his 
diftinguiftied  Reward.     Noah  was  the  Son  of 
Lamech,  and  amidft  Scenes  of  debauchery,  cor- 
ruption, and  vice,  was  found  pcrfeft  in^his  Gene* 

ratioo 
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ration ;  lie  dfo  is  faid  to  have  walked^  wifli  God. 
When  the  Sentence  for  utter  DcftruSion  pafled, 
he  al(Mie  found  favour  in  the  fight  of  God,  and 
"was  by  him  direfted  how  to  build  an  Ai-k,  or 
Veffel,  in  which  Noah  and  his  family  efcaped- 
this  tremendous  and  general  extirpation  of  a 
World. 

It  gives  the  Genealogy,  Ages,  Lives,  and: 
Death  of  the  Patriarchs,  and  the  hiftory  of  their 
Defcendants,  a  wotiderful  and  pleating  account 
of  the  early  Stagc»-of  the:  World,  the  rudd  be--, 
ginriihgff of  Older  and  Civilization,  the  Ihven-^ 
tion  of;  Arts,  and  Sciences^  thedivifion  of .  Man^ 
kind  into  Nations-  and  Languages,,  tht  com-*^ 
mencenumt'  of  Monarchy,,  and  the  Reign  of. 
Nimrod^die  firft  JKingi 

NimrodiwaA  a  faniouv  Hwitfman,:  and.as  Men. 
livedo  in  Tents  and  fcattei^  Trilt^oes^.be  taug^it 
cbeimto  chalb  and  deftroy:.  the.  wild^  Beafts,  thus 
g^niogthfftr  afiFe^ion,,he  at  length  acquired  a. 
Sov«Fe|gpty/'and>Itule  Gvter  thenx^  founded,  two 
of   the  moft   populous  and  magnificent  Gittes^. 
Babylon  and  Nineveh,  and  thefe  rofe  afterwards 
'  to^be^  ports  of-  the  greateit  Empire  in  the  World. 
A  Life  fti  ornamental  in^  the  Annals  of  Hiftwy 
isi)arcly'nimfedj  thc^ahtl^icfe  areunhoticed'by 

- '   :^  .  Moles, 
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Mofes^  or  mentioned  with  a  feeming  regret  to 
their  memory. 

'  Nimrod  began  Ihis  Reign  m  the  Year  of  the 
World  1757,  and  he  reigned  one  hundred  and 
forty-eight  yeirs. 

The  Story  of  Abraham,  heir  of  a  World, 
with  that  highly  exalted  title  God  himfclf  gavQ 
Mm, 

*•  Abraham,  my  Friend.'* 

fcperior  to  all  that  flattery  gratitude  or  coftbril 
could  beftoW|,  the  nobleft  pattern  of  Faith,  Obe- 
ilience,  and  Refignation  ever  recorded^  a  Life 
moft  inftruQive  and  glorious*  After  this,  the 
Ae  life  and  Hiftory  of  Ifaac,  becomes  more  and 
more  interefting,  his  filial  Piety,  his  extraordi-.' 
Bary  Fortitude,  his  domeftic  Duties,  his  marriage, 
and  the  pleafing  perfon  of  Rebekah,  the  fimpli- 
city  of  the  Times,  the  fweet  coincidence  of  little 
incidents  at  their  meeting,  and  the  birth  of  his 
two  Sons.  Jacob,  the  Father  of  the*  twelve 
Tribes,  and  Efau,  the  Founder  of  the  £domite3 
and  Idumaeans. 

The  Book  goes  on  with  family  Anecdotes,  the 
Mother's  partiality,  and  the  fad  mifchief  it  oc- 
^afioned ;  her  favourite  Son  is  drove  from  his 

I^ather*^ 
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Father's  houfe,  to  fave  his  life,  and  hide  himfelf 
from'Efeu.  But  the  Goodnefs  of  Go4.  follow^ 
Jicbb  every  where,  and  encourages  him  the  very 
firft  night  of  his  abfehce.'  You  are.  ftriick  with 
the  pleafing  manner  God  imparted  Knowledge 
and  Comfort  to  this  lonely  Traveller  s  he  was 
wandering  after  Sun-fet,  and  riotf  very  hear,  any 
Town,  Jacob  refolves  (though  delicately^  brought, 
up  by  his  fond  Mother)  to  make  the  Earth  hi| 
bed,  and  ^a  ftone  his  pillow,  thus,  expofed  to. 
chills  and  damps,  he  kept  mufing.o*er  his  trou-* 
blcs, -and  perhaps  the  .  happier,  lot  of  Efaujvft 
welcome  fleep  chafed. away  his.  gloom,  and  hs 
rfrcamt  a  dream  which  delighted  his  very  Soul^ 

N  *^  He  faw.  a  Ladder,  the  top  was  above  thq 
<^  Clouds,  and! its  foot  fet  upon  ^Earth,- Angels 
"  of  God  were  afcending  and  defcending  upon 
**  it.  High  above  all,  Jacob  faw  the  Lord^of 
^\  Heaven,  and  he  faidj  I  am  the  God  of  Abrai^ 
**  ham,  and  the  God  of  Ifaac  thy  Father.  The 
^'.liand' on  which  'thou  lieft,  to  thee  will  T  give 
**'it,*"ami  to  thy  feed*'  In  them  fliall  the^families 
''  of-'all  the  Earth  be  bleffed.'*  •      • 

Jacob  awoke  awfully  impreffed,  furely  God  is 
here,  and  Jacob  was  fore  afraid^  he  fet  up  his 
.Pillar,  >  Stone  of  remmbrance,  arid  he  calied 


jte'i^eliiiroi^ '■•fits' to.    '    '  '  -■-  '^■- 

«f  Jacbb  imd  4iB.  I^^IR^  ill  t)ic  ^ii4  of  JE)g]f«» 

jiiSiif^  one  of  Ibis  ibns,  iiu  i3aietVD9n.fe?^  A#^r 
i^gsy  md  die  gUvious  iiewtfr4  of  «9  lej^.  ikwfi 
dAgisty  years  *;iro(pciBft|r  vAiicli  iblWwMi,  dion^ 
dMflA^fyidbfcppdne  mfaettBg  beii«v^n.JlwB«,'iiti| 
Ikiif'^iihiBn;  ibngirfter1i6H>drkaeK«  E#yoi|wtl^ 
aild  Pnme  dtfiniiker  to  «hain«ban-iAe  StfKP^ 
'doart»  at  that  tiii«%te indft  fiplcMM  Gowtt  i]A 
(the  Univerfe* 

,  Jofeph  vas^the  yomigcft  bat  one  oT  tfic^oM 
^. Jacobs  and  fo  di^iiiguiibed  and  Wed  t^'hjs 
l^arllier  as  to  excite  a  Jealoufy  amdB^.bis& 
ihrcR*  In  the  openn(^&  of  his  hearty  JoiEbpk'had 
loM  them  hi$  Dr^n^,  and  tbeyi  feemed  tor 
:|M3nend  dignity >  and  fpQie  ^d^anc^enj^  ahoye 
ih^n^  and  ihi»  he||^^iied ;  their  eayy  an^  dif« 

i-iikc.  c  • 

'» 
.   One  doy,  aQinaparty  together^  at  ^.difteiee 
fi^om  home^  his  Brethren  cohrpucd  a^iail^  Jo« 
JTqph^  in  a  motoeht  of  wan^h  they^izi^a^  )^ 

^^rtoiiity  tbatotEer^d^afit^^^^ 

tfi4 


V 

sfl^^  4fter3«{j|4r(k  jjjcc^g  .f  Qaf^avaa^oC  trayeUcr^ 
for  Egypt,,  ibW  him  tp^eaa,  fo?  ^  Slaver.  *^ppi(^^|i 
on  theix  Father  \fifh  a  Uc.  a  falCe  relation^  of  h^^ 
^edjth.  Their  rcfoijtai^iJJtdiu^gratifiedj  thcjrloflt 
t^Qti  tbe  reoidqbrapcc  of  iu  Jacobus  faini^ 
w«u»  riqh  andppMfcdWjjlhey.Uved  long  jn  prcrf^ 
Verity;,  no  wwaqrte^  p^ ' Mucii:  QJ^^elty  op 
crimes^  .    ^  •  ■•'•-.■:■.->■ 

.    Jofeph,Crfc^ycoJ^4^^?4byl^royi4^^^ 
^variety  of  fcjencs^  trials,  an4,  dan|^e,r%r  W%.^ 
ip^to  hi  «hie{  Ef»y«Hri^p  ?^nc^  Prme^^ 
?l»^^^  I^  csP  Egy^  at ,  t^^^  tfiVfi^  %  m^ft 

hi&high  ^d  elevated  ftaidoiij  a  g/u;vei^  ^WPf^ 
wafted  and  ftarved  all  the  £ueig];^urii\g  Countoi^ 
-^There  was  Com  alone  in  Egypt— i)y  Jofeph's 
lorefigUi  prudte^hcfe^  sLttd  g(»oiiiMnag^iimc{d(^ 
^ttffl^  "        '  -    " 

'     Jl^iigft  bdbcr  Su&rOss  fimn  dbr  Fw^^ 
J«fe^  refdr^d  tHitihfertp  «urqH# 

l^rtchr  iM$;  that  they  were  siakiog  ippliofMias 
tiy^.:.  B^«|pfegk^^  Bretbr^Bi.    ^fpthw^f 

IWie  m^ted  J<^ej^^^     biirft  of  afi^^on  ej^i^q^ 
jiic  rcmemhnuice  of  their  cioftky^  but  l^epiib^ 
i^mly .  coBce^ed  his  purpofe^^  and  ^(fumed  an 
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appearance  of  Teverity, "  detained  one  brother, 
and  difpatched  the  reft  away  all  with  full   facks 
as  his  family  were  in  want,  and  infifted  on  their 
bringing  into  Egypt,  Benjamin,  his  younger  arid 
Ws  own  Brother  both  by  father  and  mother,  and^ 
who  had  not  been  of  the  party  when  they  fold 
him.     Jofeph's  defign  was'  to  awaken  in  them  a 
fenfe  of  their  wrong  Conduft,  to  revive  a  tender- 
nefs  of  Confclence,  though  he  was  really  prepar- 
ing for  tHein  all  a  vaft  furprize  of  joy.     Jbfcph 
now  therefore  ordered  his  Brethren  into  prifon, 
and  here,  ftrangers,  confined  in"  a 'foreign  land, 
accufed  of  Crimes  of  which  they  arc  inriocertt 
Cpnfcience   brings  to  remembrance  fbriher  fins, 
it  recalled  what  Jofeph  had  in  view,  their  long 
forgotten  cruelty  to  him. 

Nothing  can  affefi  you  more  than  this .  family 
fcene,  the  interview  of  Jofeph  with  his  Brethren. 
He  turns  afide  to  dry  his  tears,  tenderly  drop- 
ping on  Benjamin  ;  all  impatiencefor  the  difco- 
very ;  be  ^  locks  him  in  his  arms,  mingling  tears 
and  embraces  ;  then  he  went  from  one  to  the 
other,  and  hung  on  the  necks  of  each  of  his 
brothers,  Jofeph  wept;  they  wept;  a  dead  filencc 
cnfued;  joy.  Fear,  Surprife,  Awe,  ftifle  all 
expreffion  but  tears. 

After 


After  this  tender  and  -family  greeting,  how 

pleafantly  you  view  a  pifture  of  ^^the  times  in 

fweet  fimpliGity  and  pencilled  with  .wonderous 
Art,  ; 

Joseph  entertaining  .and  feafting  his  Brethren. 

The  Book  now  gives  you  a  minute  account 
.  d{  the  removal  of  Jacob,  and  all  his  faimily  into 
the  land  of  Canaan,  at  the  requeft  and  invitation 
of  Pharoah,  who  forwarided'a  large  ftore  of 
.Provifio;is  and  Carriages  for  themfelves  and  thoir 
^baggage, :  and  ten.afles  laden  with  fruit  and  the 
cboiceft  commodities,  and  the  King  fent,  him 
the  kindeft  meflages,  and  the  moft  hearty  invita- 
itipn  to  all  his  family  and  houfhould« 

'  Jt  alfo  relates,  the  deftru^ion  of  two  faipous 
Cities  in  the  i  vale  of  Siddim,  Sodom,  and  Go- 
morrah, iinder  the  government  of  two  fepara^ 
Monarchs.        /  ;  -.  ,,        . 

God  was  pleafed  to  reveal  his  intentions  rie- 
fpeOing  them  to  his  Servant  Abraham,  the  cities 
were  both  deftroyed,  and  at  Abraham's  importu- 
nate intreaties.  Lot,  who  was  his  near  relation^  was 
Hiiraculoufly  faved. 

»« . 

Here 
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nAoOB,  bddi  befintt  and  after  his  deliverans^f)^ 
4R  IkuA*  and  did  Nepbew  ba4  oaee  Kved  toge- 
Afer,  add  on  account  of  the  very  great  increafe 
et  tlfeir  .flojc|is,  (^e  richet  of  thofe  days)  they 
'agreeid  to  ^'aMfe,  and  -Lm  moved  Eaftward,  send: 
fiitehed  hU  tents  in  a  delightful  vale  not  far  from: 
liwAaUi;  iCtttf  ta  artei%4rd»  ¥ifidte6  i^tbin  thi  city 
){ittes;  aivtf  t»iats  i!tetw,VriicA  th«  ddtroying  Angel 
ianKif  dcNdl  to  Axbttite  iffcfc  irr«^  of  the  Ahnightyv 
^^'<6e  Atii^  Ifiiirferlf  fed  hhi  M  day4»cak,  with 
iA^  iiftf  iiininy  to  i  »ii^ilMf#iBig  diy>  iiamei' 
1^t>^,  yificb  ^  IJtated  di^  fa4!» koiioanff  lAwWi 
tilif  fOon«ir  gdt  fo  tlHs  iiecte  cii^  il^to !«(;». 
l^y  ilnaflifef,  figbttithg,  ihd  4  (ndft  llofrf^ 
lile  tempeft,  ddftfd)reid  So96tu  iM  ill  its  fnAMi. 
rout  inhabitants.  A  fingular  punifhment  was  in-.' 
VSKmSi  oH  Ldt^s  irHStj  ki  ikt  tteiy.  aft  :of  idi&Jbe. 
itibhcidfte  m»  furtl^diiitaa  ^iUar  bf  faat»:a{lS 
Jdfttfiltis,  the  Je^A  Hiftertaii,  fa.w  it  ftandu^ 
in  his  days,  and  many  other  authora^  Attsft  llKl 
truth  of  that  very  fingulair  event. 

vtrii  d(her^  fitttited  ttear  &ent  on  the  fiWiss  vf 
ti)^  ^IV^  JhmSii  a  am  itntattin^  anil'&^ibc 
feme  very  tremendous  manhe#  ^^i^fttdi^  4«d  i 
filthy  .Lake,  called  the  Dead  Sea,  (as  no  fifli^ 
>  -   - ,    -  wh 


tver  wm  iiv«  4ff  H)  m^  «P  «N^  <#~^ 


Ifsac  ftre  Aever  tdki  ^8,  .l>ut  c^  wiiuiii^'  v^J^h 
book  of  Gentsfis,  in  language,  p^tib^^c^eid^^^ 
yinely  elioquent,  Mofe»  nunutdy  i«Med  dyi  tkat 

hKBieti9|g;iacincaiSiat^iHte#k'    ..  .:.■:.:.« 


Sreii  were,  aj^  ^^^S^^v^* 

*^  are  eome  to  aik  a  blelfing  of  my  Fath^'* 


^*  'tpfa  Cans  are  ,^ne,  even,  as  Simeon 

The  %bt  of  J(^b  very  naturally  le^ihe  a^ 

fbltt.    • 

«  Rachd 

mm 
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• «  Rachel  your  nciotheT'  died  by  mc^  and  1 
'^  buried  her  at  Ephrath.  Jafeph,  where  are^ 
'*  your  boys  ?  bring  them  to  me  and  I  will  bjiqfs. 
**^'them*  I  did  not  think/  Jofeph,  of  feeing'  thy: 
^*.  faqe,  how  good  is  God  vfho,  gives  me  alfo 
**  you]r  children  ta  fee  ?"  .V 

and  Jacob  embraced  and  kiflPed  them  both^-^ar 
tender  greeting— r-Jofeph  took  them  himfclf  froni 
out  his'anns^  and  from  between  his  knees,  but 
cfvercome  with  the  fcene  Jofeph  fell  on  his  face 
before  his  Father.  '  When  he  arofe,  Jacob  blefifdd 
jofeph,'  and  pronounced  an  unexpjefted  blef&ng 
on  thc^children,  defighedly  fetting'  the .  younger 
far  in 'honours 'above  his  brother,  and  Jofeph's 
remonftrancc  only  confirmed  the  diftin&ion  and 
prophetic  bleffing  of  the  Grandfather.  ^ 

.  As  Jofeph  was  taking  his  leaye>  his  Father 
tells  him, 

<^  Behold,  I  die;  but,  .Jofeph,  God  will  per^ 
^*  form  his  Promife !  You  will  fee  in  my  Will 
**  a  portion  to  thee  more  than  to  thy*  brothers, 
**  with  my  fword  and  my  bow  I  took  it  from  the 
"  Amorites.'*  .  ^ 

Jacob  alluded  to  Sechem,  arid  in  the  fubfequent 
■diftribution  of  the  lands,  this  parcel  of  ground 

was> 
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«i^a3  without  any  oppofition,  ^d4^d  oyer  and  ^bQV|$ 
to  the  Portion  of  Ephraim^—— -The  following 
Chapter  records  Jacob's  dying  words  to  tut 
Sons>  when  they  were  all  aflfenibled  round  tif^ir 
Father's  bed.  Jacob  lays  his  hand  on  each  of 
them,  beginning  with  the  elde:^,  and  in  wordf 
moft  awfully  impreffive,  utters  a  ftriking  Pro* 
phefy,  big  with  events  of  the  future  over  each 
and  every  one  of  them ;  after  which,  with  dig- 
nity  and  compofure,  he  gave  his  laft  direiftionf 
reQ>e£ting  his  Funeral,  minutely  defcribing  an4 
dwelling  largely  on  the  place,  to  fiiew  how  mildi 
his  heart  was  fet  on  being  buried  there  :  F$tigued» 
yet  gratified  with  thefe  lafl  duties,  and  this  part* 
ing  interview,  Jacob  gathered  up  his  feet,  corn* 
pofed  himfelf  to  reft,  awaiting  a  peaceful  {lumber 
and  the  difraiffion  which  very  fpeedily  followed* 

Tile  laft  C^lapter  relates  bis  Son  Jofeph's  af- 
fe£liona<e  ki(s  even  after  be  was  dead,  ^nd  Jqicph 
gave  iiBoiediate  dire&ions  for  bis  £mbalment,  and 
orders  for  a  general  mourning  throughout  Egypt, 
and  it  lafted  tbreefcore  and  ten  days. 

During  the  firft  thirty,  after  the  entrails  were  re- 
mpve^,  the  bodyj^was  covered  over  with  Salt- 
petre to  barden  tl)e  flefb  and  dry  up  the  moifture,; 
Jibe  .remaining  fofty  were  employed  in  rubbing  the 
body  and  filling  up  the  cavities  with  odoriferous 

P  Gums 
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^ums  and  the  richeft  Spices,  they  then  wound 
rolls  of  fiiletting  round  and  round  the  body  and 
limbs,  they  fometiines  ufed  a  .  thoufand  Elis,  and 
Jaflly,  they  covered  all  over  with  a  rich  Gum 
which  they  ufed  inftead  of  glue.  The  art  was 
performed  with  fo  much  (kill  that  the  refembiancit 
was  retained,  and  the  features  very  often  traced. 

At  the  expiration  of  feventy  days,  in  princely 
pomp  the  funeral  proceffion  commenced :  Jofeph 
chief  mourner,  then  followed  all  the  Nobles  of  the 
Egyptian  Court,  the  Officers  of  State^  Civil  and 
Military,  all  the  Houfehold  of  Jofeph,  and  his 
Brethren,  and  his  Father's  Houfe,  a  long  train  of 
Chariots  and  Hoifemen  for  accommodation  and 
defence,  and  a  great  multitude  followed. 

This  Book  relates  the  tranfadions  of  2369 
years,  difplays  the  molt  interefting  of  all  Scenes 
ever  yet  recorded.  It  carries  you  back"  to  the 
beginning  of  Time,  to  mankind  in  infancy,  to  So- 
cieties yet  forming,  when  Men  only  lived  in  Tents 
and  fcaitered  Tribes,  and  family  conver fation  and 
domeftic  events  compofed  all  the  materials  for 
Hiftory  ;  it  tells  you  all  with  wonderful  fimplicity, 
and  finiflies  with  the  Death  of  Jofeph ;  he  had 
lived  eighty  years  highly  honoured  in  the  Court  of 
Pbaroah,  and  died  at  the  age  of  one  hundred 
^ndtcn. 

His 
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His  Body  was  firft  embalmed,  and  then  buried 
at  Sechem,  where  a  mod  magniBcent  Monument 
^aar  erefted  to  his  memory.  ■  -, 

'Tis  a  Hiftory  of  many  curious,  very  interefting 
and  extraordinary  Events,  fome  highly  exalted. 
Charafiers  and  powerful  excitements  to  Virtue,. 


i.  Pa  EXODUS, 
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THIS  wonderful  Prodigy,  or  rather  this  feries 
of  Prodigies,  the  Delivery  of  the  Children 
of  Ifrael  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  is  faid  to  be 
mentioned  no  lefs  than  a  thoufand  times  in  the 
Old  Teftament,  and  is  throughout  held  up  to 
view,  as  the  moft  aftonilhing  proof  of  the  Patro- 
nage and  Power  of  Almighty  God. 


■ 
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The  Book  of  Exodus  commences  with  a  lift  of  ^^^ 

the  Family  of  Jacob,  who  firft  accepted  the  King's 
InvjUktion,  and  took  up  their  Refidence  in  Egypt  \c 

at 


I 
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at  the  time  of  the  Famine— Children  and  GrancL 
children,  only,  of  that  Patriarch. 

By  comparing  fo  fmall  a  Root  vith  tTie  irii- 
menfe  Multitude  which  fprang  from  it,  you  *2l 
witnefs  the  wonderful  Providence  <tf  ^G^d  fulfill- 
ing all  his  Promifes. 

yhe  book  proceeds  on  with  the  Hift6riari*s 
own  Birth^  and  you  have  here  related^  the  veiy 
curious  Plot  laid  for  his  Prefervation,  a  Prbvi- 
dential  contrivance,  iiitroduftory  id  his  liber^ 
education  in  all  the  wifdom  and  learning  of  the 
Eaft. 

A  MR  am;  his  Father^  viewed  Vlth  Horror^  the 
cruel  Edia  Pharoah  had  iffuedout,  that  evecy 
Hebrew  Male  Child  which  fhould  be  born,  be 
call  into  the  River  Nile  and  there' Hni^*Yitdeit*fer 
by  the  Parents  or  the  Egyptian  Tafk-mafter,  and 
lie  was   rtitich  the  more  diftrefFed,  as  he  ttttyi 
day  expefted  the  birtll  of  another  Child ;  wMlft 
Amram  was  devoutly  '][>leading  with  God,  it  wa$ 
reveafed  to  him,  that  khe  Ifradites  fliottld  Ih^tly 
be  freed  fi^om  flieSr  Opptete^e  yike,  Andthatfiw* 
fon,  now  about  to  be  tlotn,  ftfouM  he^\it  '^tu 
ous  inflrument  6f  their  DcHvferawee.      A«ir^ 
therefore  carefully  condeiled  hhn  lekf^e  montlw 
he  was  at  ffeat  ttMe  'tntdir  the  ftd  «et^fliiy  :Qf -e*. 

jpofiiig 


pofing  him,  a»  is  here  mod  entertainingly  idld 
vith  a  minute^  curious. and  interefting  detail  of 
incidents,  wonderfully  coinciding,  and  all  tend- 
ing to  his  prefervation  and  future  deftiny^ 

^  The  Providence  of  God  condufis  a  Princefs, 
in  her  evening  walk  to  the  River  fide,  fhe  Ciw  the 
Tulhy  cradle  floating  up  and  down,  and  fpied  the 
little, beauty,  lovely,  innocent  and  in  tears,  fo 
expofed  to  danger  (which  it  never  knew),  fhe  wa* 
all  Pity  and  Admiration,  refcues  herfelf  the 
child,  adopts  it  as  her  own,  unknowingly  hires  its 
Mother  for  its  wet  nurfe,  orders  them  all  to  the 
Palace,  and  brings  him  up  under  the  firft  Maf- 
ters,  the  learned  Magi,  and  all  the  high  educati- 
on and  advantages  of  a  Court. 

-God  in  due  time  appeared  to  Mofes  encircled 

in  a  flame  of  fire  reprefenting  a  burning  Bufli. 

Mofes  fl:epped  afide,  and  flood  wondering  theBufli 

was  not  confumed.     God  here  condefcendingly" 

called  to  him  by  name,  Mofes,  Mofes,  and  he 

anfwers.    Lord,  here  am   I,  (God  now  fpeaks 

again) — ^^  I  am  the  God  of  thy  Fathers,  the  God 

of  Abraham,  of  Ifaac,  and  of  Jacob.     Abaflied 

and  fore  afFraid,  Mofes  hid   bis  face :  a  mofl:  aw^- 

ful  and  highly  interefting   parly  and  interview 

ending  in  elefting  him  Deliverer,  Leader,  and 

Head  over  Ifrael. 

Moses 


Moses  thusfignally  inveftedy  enters  upon  Hi$ 
high  office,  and  accompanied  by  his  Brother 
Aaron,  God  commiffions  him  to  go. to  the  Egyp-^ 
tian  Court,  then'  the  moft  fplendid  Court  in  ^il 
the  World,  and  demand  the  Releafe  of  his  Coun^ 
trymcn.  God  reveals  to  Mofes  that  .haughty 
Monarch's  obftinacy  alnd  r^fulal,  and  the  mira- 
culous means  He  would  employ  to  refcue  them 
from  his  tyranny^ 

Ten   very  wonderful  Miracles  are  minutely - 

recorded,   and  at  laft  the  Egyptian  Prince  did 

give  orders  for  their  departure—but  his  heart 

relented,  furioufly  he  purfued  them,  and  himfelf 

with  all  his  hoft,  were  every  one  of  them  drowft. 

cd :  for  God,  in  order  to  give  his  People  an  un^ 

deniable   proof  of  his   Patronage    and   Power, 

opened  a  paffage  through  tlie  Red  Sea,  havingf 

purpofely  led  them  that  way  to  the  wildernefs  of 

Etham.     The  Ifraelites  walked  through  as  on  dr^ 

ground;  Pharoiah  and  his  Army  by  rafhly  ventui^* 

jng  to  purfue  them,  were  every  one  of  them  loft. 

God  commanded  Mofes,  and  he  waved  his  Rod 
«vcr  the  mighty  Waters;  a  fierce  Eaft  Wind  dried 
up  the  Sea,  and  the  Waters  rofe  a  heap,  a  V^all 
on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left;  in  the' MprOj- 
ing  Watch  juft  a^  Day-break,  Pharoab  and  hi^ 

CbatioiiB 
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Chariots  and  his  Horfemen  almoft  came  up  to 
them,  juft  on  iheir  fetting  foot  on  the  other  Shor e« 
Mofes  waved  bis  Rod  again  over  the  Sea;  ibp 
Waters  refiimed  their  wonted  Channel,  and  co^ 
vered  all  the  Purfuers ;  none,  no  not  one  of  thep^ 
Qfcaped :  the  dead  Carcafes  floated  on  the  Sea 
and  they  covered  the  Qxot^, 

Moses  was  fo  encouraged  and  elated  with  this 
fo  fignal  a  Miracle  and  deliverance^  that  in  a  Song 
ef  Triumph,  high  Sublimity  and  the  boldeft  Figures, 
he  indulges  himfelf  in  tranfports  and  burlls  of 
joy  and  gratitude.  This  memorable  Evenly  to- 
gether with  the  Tafe  Paflage  of  the  IfriLelites^.wAs 
€fver  after  commemorated  in  an  abiding-  S^cra,- 
ment  called  the  PaflQver« 

According  to  the  dying  requeft  of  Joseph,  the 
Ifraelites  had  colleded  his  bones,  ^and  carefully 
tarried  them  through  all  their  wanderings ;  they 
took  their  journey  from  Succoth,  and  encamped 
HI  Etham,  on  the  borders  of  the  Wildernefs ;  their 
Guide,  a  bright  Cloud,  moved  on  before  them  all 
the  day  (and  to  render  it  more  vifible),  it  was  iU 
lumined  by  Night. 

"  Throughout  their  whole  Journey  he  took  not 
«  away  the  Cloud  by  Day,  nor  the  Piflar  of  fin 
r  by  Night/* 

While 
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'While  they  were  here  encamped,  Jethho  tihA 
Mi^Baii  Prieft,  Mofes'  Father«ui«law,  overtook 
them,  and  he  brought  with  him  Mofo*  Wife,  and 
his  two  Sons ;  and  Jethro  made  a  great  Feaft^  and 
invited  all  the  Princes  of  Ifrael,  a  general  Joy  on 
the  Succefs  of  their  Refcue,  and  his  Son  MofeaT 
new  Government,  Mofes  fat  as  Judge  from 
Morning  untill  Night,  inftruEling  and  counfelling 
his  People,  and  at  Jethro's  perfuafion  he  now  made 
choice  of  fome  of  the  wifeft  of  his  Elders  to  affift 
him* 

Important    Revelations   were    made    to    the 
Ifraelites  in  the  Wildernefs. 

Three  Months  after  they  fet  out  they  arrived 
at  the  foot  of  Mount  Sinai,  the  higheft  and  mod 
inacceflible  Mountain  in  the  £aft,  and  held  fa- 
cred  by  all  the  Inhabitants  around ; — ^bere  the 
Ifraelites  halted,  they  aflembled  at  the  foot  and 
beheld  the  Mountain  all  on  Fire,  furrounded  with 
blacknefs  and  darknefs  and  tempeft,  they  heard 
the  awful  Voice  of  God  pronounce  the  Eternal 
Law,  thus  impreffively  ftamping  it  on  their 
Minds  and  Memories  for  ever. 

The  Original  Laws  of  Morality  and  Equity, 
revealed  to  the  Confcience,  and  irapreffed  on  the 
•  Q  Heart, 


C    114    ) 

Hidart^delBEicedaDd  forgot,  were  now  wrote  on  Ta- 
bles of  Stone,  and  thus  awfully  refiored  to  the  Jews, 
and  inftitutiohs  were  added  by  Mofes,  grateful  ac« 
'  knowledgments  of  paft .  deliverances,  and  powerful 
checks  to  the  torrent  of  Vice  and  Impiety,  ex- 
prefsly  defigned  to  fix  inviolable  Barriers  be^^ 
tween  the  Jews  and  the  Idolatrous  Nations  around 
them« 

You  have  here  the  bed  fyftem  and  code  ( f 
Laws  ever  exhibited,  and  they  were  ever  after  the 
ftanding  Municipal  Laws  of  the  Ifraelites.  Our 
Saviour  exprefsly  calls  the  book  •*  The  Book  of 
Mofes,"  reverences  the  Jewifti  Laws,  and  quotes 
no  lefs  than  five  and  twenty  paflages  ou  t  of 
Exodus. 

This  Book  relate?  a  feries  of  Wonders,  and  is 
a  Hiftory  highly  entertaining  and  inftruftive.  A 
miraculous  Refcue  from  the  Tyranny  of  Pha- 
roahand  the  Land  of  Egypt,  where  they  had 
at  firfl  been  invited  as  Guefts,  but,  now  long 
treated  as  Rebels  and  Slaves,  inured  to  op- 
prefBon  and  bondage. 

It  contains  the  Tranfa£lions  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  years,  and  many  of  thefe  Events  are 
confirmed  by  the  Teftimony  of  Heathen  Writers, 

Some 
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Sortie  of  hs  Prophefies  were  accomplift^d  in  th^^ 
life-tiraeof  Mofes ;  their  Rekue*  and  Deliver- * 
ahce:  Others  were  fulfilled  foon  after  his  death, - 
as  the  Conqueft  of  Canaan,  Divifion  and  Allot-' 
ment  of  the  Land,  fiibfequent  Revolutions,  Sub-  . 
je6lions  and  Captivity. 

Towards  the  latter  end  you  will  read  God'^ 
exprefs  Command,  reverentially  to  keep  Holy  the 
Sabbatht :  and  God  condefcendingly  reafons  with 
His  people,  and  fixes  the  Obfervance  of  it,  a  per- 
petual Sign  to  fubfift  between  Him  and  his  People 
for  ever. 

The  Book  concludes  ^th  Direfticns  how  to 
form  the  Ark  and  T[abernacle ;  the  Confecration 
of  it,  the  Ceremonies'  of  Anointing  Aaron,  and 
his  Sons^  their  Purification,  and  the  new  and  £u- 
perb  Drcffes  with  which  they  were  henceforward 
to  be  adorned  and  diftinguifhed  by  :  A  very 
folemn  and  perpetual  Eleftion,  an  everlafting 
Priefthood  confined  to  his  Family,  throughout 
their  generations. 

The  Ark  was  conftrufted,  and  a  Veil  to  cover 
it  all  over ;  a  Tent  was  affigned  it,  after  which 

•  Chapter  the  feventh.    f  Chapter  the  thirty-fecond* 
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UarvifiUc  qypearance  of  the  Glory  of  God  fiUed 
the  Tabernacle  in  which  it  was  depofited,  and^lt 
always  regulated  their  flay,  direded  them  when 
they  were  to  renew  their  March  and  purfue  their 
Jomney,  a  Clpud  by  Day,  a  Fire  by  Night. 

When  this  Cloud  majeftically  rofe  above  the 
Tent  and  became  vifible  over  it,  Ifrael's  ftanding 
Orders  were  to  march  forward  under  the  Fro« 
^9£^|l  aQcl  good  Guidance  of  thpir  Qod. 


:a 
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LAWS   and   RE  GXJ  LA  fid  1^4' 
"^  of  the   PRIESTS.  > 
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BOOK  which  takts  lu  Name  from  lAtt 
PAtriartb  Levi,  and  -t&anei  the  Fandi6iii 
ahd  Religious  Ceremonies  «f  libe  Levites,  ^#Im) 
were  tbstle  defctindiltlts  '^f  JLevi,  and  mimfteriiil 
Afffftants  and  ^itiiic}^  Xj^^  tti  the  ^srcriBcei 
afnd  Services  of  tb)>  S»i)GH^. 

It  domains  iaioy  "ProMiibs  stHd  f  hrea(ttiittg», 
c^dtemetits  to  Virtue,  and  to  u'ftii£l  obftfrVsitiCtt 
of  the  Lavj^st  It  exfllaffns  <he 'N«ufc  df  the  JtW^ 
ifl>  Pfifeftlw>oa,^the'fliperb  DreBisftiey  Vert  Menifee 
fo)r«rard  t6  <b<!  diftingtiiihied  'by,  sind  diehr  higtf 
Honotirs  ^d  Dignity.  It  eftsiiiUfhes  ^^^t  ti\^lf 
^cdniotny  stnd'tihe  WihUie  legaiioin<Of  MofeS. 

*f he  'fiirft  'men  'tl^ipttrs  are  JC)irie6Ho1i'i  ah^ 
Duties  enjoined  tbe  Priefts,;  Aaron's  Confecra. 

■''■'■  t  J' :.  ']:  i:  \:-  :■'    ,  tion 
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tipn  and. his  Son's  are  rels^ted  in  ihe  eigbtt),  and 
ibc  Habits  dcfcribed  witb  vhicb  Mofes  birofelf 
drefled  them :  Mod  fplendid  and  figniiicant  was 
the  High  Prieft's ;  a  gorgeous  Mitre  and  a  plate 
of  Gold  called,  the  Holy  Crown,  a  rich  flowing 
Robe  and  over  it  a  breaft-plate  of  Gold,  and  the- 
Emblems  of  Light  and  Perfedion  called  Urim  and 
Thummim.     When  thus  tnagnificendy  attired,  in 
the  fubfequent  Chapters    many  OflBccs  and  Em- 
ployments are  affigned  him.     In  the  tenth  you  are 
ftruck   with   the  awful    Hiftory   of   Nadab   and 
Abihu^  Aarons'  two  Sons,  who  were  ftruck  dead 
af  : the. .Altar,  imprudently  oflFering  Incenfe  with^ 
common  Fire,  infiead  of  that  which  was  to^  fall 
from  Heaven.    Aaron  was  forely  difireifed,  but;  he 
held  his  peace,  filently  witneffing  the  Sovereigiity 
and  Juftice  of  God,  vindicating  his  Honour  and 
enforcing  Obedience  to  his  Laws ;  in  a  public  and 
exemplary  manner  punifhing  an  open  and  fcan- 
dalous  violation  and  breach,  by  thofe  who  fhould 
have  been  ftriO;  Obfervers  and  Affertors  of  them. 
Aar^n,  and  his  other  Sons,  were  yet  officiating, 
and  Mofes  in  order  to  prevent  a  ftop  to  the  Ce- 
remonies and  Holy  Fun£lions,  called  to  him  Mi^ 
fiiael  and  Elzaphan,  two  young  men,  and  ordered 
them  to  remove  the  bodies,  and  bury  them  juft  as 
they  were,  without  ftripping  ojff  any  part  of  the  • 
drefs. 


h 
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•  In  the  Sixteenth  Chapter  a  yearly  iblemn  Feaft 
is  enjoined  the  whole  Nation,  to  be  an  everlaftingj 
Statue,  aiji  annual  Attonement  for  the  Sins  of  the 
People. 

Prohibitions  and  Precepts,  Laws  and  Direc- 
tions are  continued  on  to  the  twenty-fifth,  where  a 
remarkable  Prophecy  is  recorded,  and  its^regular 
conftant  Accomplifhment  afforded  the  Ifraelites  a 
Handing  Miracle,  and  moft  convincing  proof  of 
the  divine  Infpiration  of  their  Lawgiver :  **  I. 
will  command  my  Blefling  on  you  in  the*  fixth 
Year,  and  it  fhall  bring  forth  fruit  for  three  Years, 
and  ye  fhall  fow  the  eighth  Year,  and  eat  yet  of 
the  old  Fruit  until  the  ninth  Year;  until  her 
Fruits  come  in,  ye  fhall  eat  of  the  old  Store.'* 
This  regularly  came  to  pafs,  and  as  long  as  the 
Law  was  reverenced,  an  ample  Supply  and  Pro- 
vifion   was  made  for    the  Sabbatic  year.      Be- 
fides  this,  every  fiftieth  year  was  to  be  a  Jubilee, 
when  every  Ifraelite  of  every  denomination,  was 
commanded,  in  the  mofl  public  manner,  to  found 
his  Trumpet  nine  feveral  times,  and  proclaim 
**   Liberty  !  t-  Liberty  !"  —  throughout  all  the 
Land.     Freedom  to  ail  Servants  and  Slaves,— ^A 
Releafe  to  the   Poor  of  all  Debts,  knd  a  Ref- 
toration  to  their  PofTeffions  and  forme,r  Inhe- 
ritance. 

The    . 
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Hife  Land  too  was  to  enjoy  Refti  they  irere 
beither  to  fow^  nor  ^ap^  nor  put  up  into  Barn$ 
any  overplus  whatever^  though  it  grew  luxiirianiF 
and  fpontaneous.  Many  advantages  afofe  to  the 
Ifradite3  from  this  wife  Inftitution.  Ambition 
was  prUde.i>tly  reftrained,  an  Eftate  never  went 
oi^t  of  a  xqan's.  family ;  thofe  who  had  been  fold^ 
returned  now  every  Man  to  bis  own  Houfe ; 
Public  tranquility  and  undifturbed  polfeffion  was 
a  neceflaty  confequence,  and  a  promife  of  un- 
bounded profperity  was  announced  as  a  reward 
and  an  encoura|;em<pt  to  fidelity^ 

The  lafft  year  of  our  SaviouT*s  Li&»  was  the 
yettr  of  Jubilee,  and  the  laft  the  JeMts  ever  kept; 
(brftom'the  feventh  year  after  their  CAHanoe  into 
Canaan,  there  were  juft  4400  years  to  /the  thirty^ 
third  of  Our  Saviour's  Life,  Which  gives  juft 
twenty-eight  Jubilees* 

The  fecond  year  front  their  departui^e  out  of 
Egypt  t]^is,BoQk  is  faid  tobave.bepp  d^Ux^lsA  i^P 
fheiUvby  A^pfes,  in  the  year  of  the  Wqd^  .A^4* 

It  cqnt£^ins  only  the  a£lipns  qf  oqp  M^nth^ 
and  pronounces  bleflings  on  all  thofe  who  ob« 
ferve  its  Precepts  and  a  moft. awful. curfe  on  the 
Tranfgreflbr. 

NUMBERS. 
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TH  J  $   Popk  t^tki^s  its  ]^ame  from  dipin^ 
jownberjings  reported  Ui  it^  and  t^e  firftis 
Wsry  ^prctarjkaj)le  ;  th(e  Men  pf  Wjir  frpia  t^jsfltty 
-jrear^  .pld  and  iipwards^  in  the  (ecpn^  year  |jr0w 
jtheix  keying  Egypt^  ^i^ounted  to  fi^  ^^p^i^ 
;jtpd  three  ,tho\ifan4  five  Jjiundrpd  .jind  fifty;,  jbjp^- 
Jpicje^  Levites,.     TJ^ie  pi^ht  firJEk  iQhapJer^  cpntti^ 
jTuriher  Direftions  and  additional  I^aws  for  th^ 
Priefts  and  the  San^uary^  and  afterwards  an  ^Gs- 
count  of  the  Spies  font  ch^  u  S^^^'chi^r^  j^o  (]^(coe- 
ver.'the  Lai^  of  Xiiifiaa.n.     The  rewftining-p^irt  of 
Ae  Book  xaurie^  pn  theif  HiJ|ory  an^  Jpmt^^j^ 
.    Travels,  Tjo»J)les,  Mwrourfngs  ^^  R^bjell^ps^, 
-    dicir .  jSufiFeri^g3,   S^reights    and    J^nl^.rge;ipeji?t5^ 
0angerr$  jeukI  Deliyrerance^,  Conquefts  aiiid  I^OAar 
hte  t^inga  tbey  jii4  pr  fufercd  during  the  <)pif e 
4pf  :fhi|rty^-n^ne  y?ars,  i^vherein  ^hey  f|ith,?jr  ^iif^r 
V  ^^f^redi  4^?U9  r^gi,^larly  journeye^  1^  the  pefe;i;t^ 
./,  ^  "  %  '     "        ••their 
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tjjeir  yJUxs,  OJbilmax:y  aud  Rffeellioji,  Jk^eping 
them  back  from  the  borders  oF  Canaan^  When 
they  \y£re  ver^  P^^r^  ?Jmoft  in  poffeffion  of.  it. 
In  the  eleventh  Chapter  fhelr  murmliritigs  are 
feverely  reproved,  and  very  many  are  deftroyed 
by  Li^tniji^g.  To  al^ft  Mdlbs  in  hi^  ardoiis  taik 
of  Government,  feventy  Elders  are  now  elefted, 
and  they  haye  their  different  Offices  allotted 
them. 

The  Ifraelifes  had  long  murmured  and  iighed 
for  fifh,  arid  onions,  and  leeks,  a  fev^ary  |nd 
very  cheap  foad  iamong  them.  Cod  was 
dirpleafed  .with  jtheir  ingratitude  and  complain- 
ings, and  tent  them  fo  very  great  a  prdfujKon  ot 
Quails  tljat  they  covered  the  ground  two  cubits 
high  around  all  their  Camps,  but  the  murmurers 
were  very  fhortly  afterwards  all  deftroyed  by  a 
iPeililence. 

In  the  twelfth  Chapter  Miriam  and  Aaron'ii 
{bdition  is  related,  and  Miriam's  punifhment: 
{he  was  inftantly  led  out  from  the  Camp  a  Leper 
as  white  as  fnow.  In  the  fixteenth  Chapter  the 
confpiracy  and  rebellion  of  Korah  is  awfuUy 
punifhed  with  an  Earthquake.  The  thirteenth 
and  fourteenth  Chapters  record  the  Nai»es, '  In- 
ftruftions  and  A6ls  of  the  Spies  fent  to  infpeft 
the  Land  of  Canaan,  together  with  the  !People=^« 

ungrateful 
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migrateful  murmurings,  aact  the  threatnings  pf 
God  for  their  difobedience.  The  feyenteenth 
appropriates  the  High  Priefthoqd  to  th^  famito' 
of  Aaron  by  a  very  fignal  Miracle^  the  blo£* 
fomingof  Aaron's  Rod;  after  fuch  a  warning 
^d  prohibition  no  one  would  dare  ufurp  the 
JPriefthood.  The  death  both  of  Miriam  suid 
Aaron  are  recorded  in  tihe  twentieth,  and  the 
manner  in  which  Aaron  was  firft  divefted  of  his 
•  dignity  ^^nd  prieftly  Habits,  the  Enfigns  qf  his 
Office.  Mofes,  and  Eleazar,  Aaron's  Son,  ac* 
cozQpanied  the  High  Prieft  up  a  high. Mountain 
named  Hor^  and  there,  in  the  fight  oF  all  th*e 
People,  Aaron  ftripped  off  hi^  prieftly*  Robes, 
iind  ptlt  them  himfelf  upon  hi»  Son;  At  the  age 
ef  ninety-three  Aaron  here  died>  and  they  buried: 
him  on  the  Mountain  ^id  on  thie  fpot  he  died* 

The  Ifraelites  were  now  encamped  in  the  dit^ 
fcrt  oT  Zin|  and  almoft  famiflied  for  wsWt  6t 
Water:  On  Mofes*  application  to  G6d,  he  wki 
cbnimanded  to  ftrike  tEe  RocK  with  his  Rod;  intf 
ii^antly  the  waters  guihed  out  in^  g^eat  ihij^ 
dance  for  them  and  all  their  Catfle, 

The  twcnty^firft  CSv^pter  relates  fundry  Jour-*' 

ney^  ai\d   frelh  murirnurings ;   the    People  cry 

out  *«  We  Ihall  die  in  the  Wildenrdfs,  thereis 

HO  ^Br^ad,  there  is  rid  Water,  our  Soul  loath- 

"      R  a  cth. 


btii^ngi  difplcrfed  God/ and  He  withdt^^^  (nni 
flieftl  hiJ  cirtraordiMry  Pfovid^Cej  and  iiay 
S^l^ritti  d  moft  pchiicious  Plague  lit  that  I>^ 
fett,  biit  hithefto  ke^t  from  htfning  them,  ftiing 
Ae  i(tSxAii€s  fd  diftrefsfrilly  <hat  tinatny  of  ththir 
dltfd/    Oil  M6fe«'  Pr^er  fot  his  People,,  thd 
iiiifchief  wsti  vefy  fliortly  removed^    God  coui^ 
iftanded  Mofcs  to  efea  on  a  high  pole  ihe  §giird 
of  a  hr^zih  Serpent^  oh  which  every  One  irhcr 
Iiad  been  bit  might  look  up  to^  and  obtain  a  Cure., 
A  eircumiiatncQ  and  reference  attuded  to  by  our 
Sayipun  and  very  ftrickingly  applied. 

^ii  Chapter  i$  degandy  enlvlrened  by  two 
fieatififill  Odes^  ohe  a  Song  of  the  Children  of: 
Ifrael^  and  the  other  a  Song  of  Triumph^  by  an 
ibdorite  bard  on  a  Conqueft  over  Moab :  The 
Iqrmer  joyoudy  exults  on  a  feafonable  fupply  of 
\^ater  God  hacl  kindly  fent  them  before  they 
a^edit)  and  the  latter  is  a  pleafing  and  very 
ancient   Ode,  abounding  with  lofty  metaphors  ^ 
and  i%  only  introduced  here  to  fiiew  that  thijJ 
CoUiltry  belonged  to  the  Amorite^,  and  Hot  the 
^ioabites,  when  the  Ifraelites  fubdued  it. 

In  the  twenty.&cond  is  recorded  themiracu^; 

John  3.  t4«  IS* 
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iods^Specclf  orSalaam's  A&  -  Balaam  was  a  Pro4 
pbct;  aldiougb  a  heaithen  and  an  immorai  Man^ 
He^aAie  from  Aotram  among  the  Mpuntaneotti 
t>am  of  the  Eaftt  and  exbihited  a  ftratige  mixture; 
of  Dtvinationj  Enchantments,  and  Prophecy,  hoi 
fialaam^in  thde  days,  was  held  in  fuch  high  Rq>u(e;^ 
that  Ba^ak  King  of  Moab,  and  the  Princes  of  Mi«t 
diait  came  from  very  diftant  Countries,  and  woul^ 
fain  have  brought  him  back  with  them,  to  utter  a 
Curfc  upon  Ifrael. 

'  Very  Angular  and  exprefs  are  the  Prophefiesiof 
Balaam.  ^'A  ftar  ihall  come  out  of  Jacob,  iocf  A 
fceptre  ihall  arife  out  of  Ifrael,  and  fhall  fmite  the 
corners  of  Moab,  and  deftroy  aiU  the  Childrejfi^  of 
Sheth.     Ifrael  Ihall  do  valiantly/' 

In  the  twenty -fifth  Chapter  Ifrael's  licentiouC 
nefs  and  Idolatry  are  punilhed  by  a  Peftilence^ 
.  no  }efs  t  ban  four  and  twenty  thoufand  of  the  Peo» 
pie  are  deftroyed,  and  Zimri  a  ringleader,  for  t 
^wlefs  and  open  a£t  of  Infamy  was  murdered  oti  - 
the  fpot,  together  with  Cozbi  his  confederaite,  ■ 
though  fte  was  a  Princefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Moab» 
In  the    twenty-fixth  Ifrael     is  again  pumbered^  ' 
and  notwithftanding  the   late  awful  deftru6libn 
they  amounted  td  601,730.    Amongft  thefe  the 
Land  of  Canaan  was  ordered  to  be  divided. 


(    »«6    ) 

So9ii  after  this  Mores  was  informed  by  God  cfaat 
lie  fiiould  die,  and  that  He  bad  fippointed  Jofhua 
Ills  General  to  fiicceed  him  in  his  Government: 
Ibidiftttrbed  at  the  awful  Summons,  and  feeling 
jl^,  terror  at  the  near  approach  and  iblemn  ex- 
jdm^  Mofes  bufily  employed  every  moment 
iir  tranfinitting  down,  throughout  the  remaining 
4^pterS|  the  Laws  of  God,  and  the  Duties. of 
life;  impreffinig  them  moft  ilrenuouQy  on  the 
Minds  of  the^  People,  and  he  gave  to  JoOiua  and 
Eteazar  the  High  Prieft,  his  laft  direftions  re- 
i^dtf^  the  divifibn  of  the  Land  amotig  the  Twelve 
Tribes  by  lot;  appointing  the  Six  Cities  of  Re« 
Ibge  for  the  M&tnflayer,  and  allotting  the  fpoils 
tiiey  had  already  acquired.  The  Ifraelites  in  this 
Book  are  conduced  into  the  Land  of  Ganaaiu 
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nPHIS  Name  fignifies  the  fecond  Law^    It  ii 
-*•    a  Recapitulation  of  all  the  former  Hiftorjr,' 
and  Mofcs  wrote  it  oirfy  two  Months  before  he 
died. 

He  1x^4  ^r$»^y  pi|b)jiflie4^is  Book  of  Cene-r 
aiogy,  tmOQ^^i^s  oi  their  Travels^  and  a  Cpde  of 
Law$  and  JR^^gul^ioiis  for  the  Priei^s.  Hcb^ 
tailfidiiongaod  laboured  hard  to  root  pi^t  tbetr 
prejudicest x>bftinacy»  and  ingratitude;  an^nxnr 
JQft  on  ^c^^udint.dT  kaaring  Jthfim«    He;  prefems 

them 
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jflicm  with  a  Jdanual  of  Inftjrufltions,  and  .hcf4. 
qneatlu;  it  for  general  ufe ;  Precepts  and  Lavi^ 
Civile  ReligiouSj»  and  Military^  a  teftimony  of 
hit  Love,  and  his  laft  Blelfing  and  Legacy  to  his 
TcogiCp  Hj?  was  acquainted  with  their  tempers, 
well  knew  of  what  fpirits  they  were  k>f,  iuid  he 
wifimi%fy  encourages  foQie.and  pthers  hn  alarms 
by  his  threats,  devoutly  praying  for  All  that  God 
would  guide  and  blefs  his  People^ 

By  the  moft  pathetic  and  forcible  motives,  thi^ 
Virtues  of  Piety,  Juftice,  Charity,  Humanity  aiid 
Fortitude  are  all  iaculcated.  With  fervent  wal 
Mofes  invokes  the  People  devoutly  to  worfbip 
God«  He  recounts  the  amazing  wonders  Cod 
had  already  wrought  for  Jfrael,  his  many  and 
^orious  Promifes  to  the  obedient,  together  wii^h 
his  moft  awful  denunciations  againft  the  trainf-^ 
grelTor^ 

.  This  moft  ^%s^Unt  Cpde  of  Laws,  b<Hh  Civil 
and  Religious,  were  ever  after  the  (landing  Mv^ 
nicipal  X^aiix^of  the  Ifraelites.  At  a  very  ihort 
diftance  of  time,  God  had  commanded  Mofes  t0 
afcend  a  hij^  Mountain  called  Nebo,  and  from 
thence  he  was  permitted  to  take  a  view  of  the 
1?romifed  Land,  He  is  now  further  informed  he 
fhould  Ihortly  die,^nd  on  that  very  fpot.  WiA 
jperfe&  iereolty  ^n&  campofure  Mofes  joeccivisd 


*£he  awfii!  news,,  and  nortwithftancKng  the  Sum- 
mons,lie  zealodffy  goes  bft  purfeiing  the  duties. ^If 
Life,  the  great  bufinefs  allotted  him.  Undiftarbcd 
by  the  terrors  o(f  the  exchange,  Mofes  continues 
xranfmittrng  down  to  his  People  the  Lttws  of  God, 
of  Life  and  Eternity  j  fettling  the.  Moral,  Civil, 
and  Religious  fyftem  he  was  earneilly  explaining 
and  enforcibg.    «' 

He  had  .experienced  marjy  hardfliips,  mucfh 
fatigue,  and  fuflTered  many  rfiortifications  from  the 
ignorance,,  the  obftinacy,,  the  fr«quent  murmurings 
aind  diffatisfafitiori  of  the  People.  At  the  cfofe  of 
liife,  Mpfes  feems  to  have  had  more  enlightened 
prqtfpjei^s  of  futurity,  and  he  hoped  to. meet. a. 
poaci^ful  fluinber  in  the  grave.  He  Had  no  A*m1ii- 
tian.to  gratify,  no  wift  that  his  Dignities  and  Hd>I 
itourfr  (bauld  defcend  to  his  Children ;  biit  was  well 
fatisfiedwith  the  appointment  of  Jofliua^  who  had 
long  been  his  General  and  his  Servant.  He  bu- 
lily  employed  every  moment  in  adjufting  the  con- 
cerns of  his  Government  *;  and /his  firft  care  was, 
in  the  moft  public  and  folemn  manner,  to.expreft 
his  approbation  and  confirm  the  fettlement  :to.;hi$ 
fucceflbr,  Wft  any  of  his  own  family  fhould  aftor^ 
Wards  6pp6f6  it.  Mofes  affembled  all  ibc  Tribes 
of  Ifrael,  the  Elders,  Magiftrates  and  Rulers.  aDd 
before,  them  all,  he  laid  his  hand  upon  Jofhua 
S*        '        '^     ^   pfef(5mt4 


(  ^y>  ) 

prefentcrdj^him  himfelf  tb  the  High  Pricft  for  ^Conj 
fecratiODi  sealouily  commanded  him,  in  cafes  cif 
idl  difficulty  and  emergence  whatever^  to  addreli 
himfelf  to  Ged»  Mofes  then  or4erec(  them  te 
bloW  tp  the  trumpets,  and  proclaim  him  through- 
out the  Cam  pi,  Head^  Leader  and  Chief  over 
Ifrael^ 

:  So  much  in  pofieffion  of  himfelf/  ^nd'ihjtyiiig 
a  peaceful  calm,  Mofes  fat  down  and  compofed  a! 
Commemorative    Hymn,  pathetically   exhortinr 
his  People  to  conMer  their  fatter  end,  a;ml  it 
dpens  with  inixhitable    beauty,   arrifiing    yout' 
i^t^ntioB  witfi  furprile,  and  then  goes   on  witlK 
iWeet  and  familiar  fimilies^  referring    you    tA- 
the  invigorating,  el(e£b  of  t^e  foft  SChoiJ^er  and 
dropping  &dw,  and  apply iilg  the  fehtiih^nC  fo  hi^t 
Song  in  foftemng  tfie  Heari  and  makitig  it  fniiC-^ 
tal.    The  elegant  attefltation  to  the  praife  of  God*, 
in  the  fourth  verfe,  is  afed  b;^  the  Jfew^s,  aibnerat 
Ode  at  theb^burials: 

Mofeft  Kved  to  'fee  the  total  oyefthroW'^  of  the 
Midianites,  and  he  divided  all  their  fpoils^  One 
half  he  allotted  to  the  Conquerors,  and  one  half 
to  thofe  who  ftaid  at  hotne,  excepting  one  fifr 
teenthpartof  the  whdle,  which  he  gave  toth<^ 
Levi^es  and  Priefts« 

iWs  thz  Ifraelitei    were  on  the  cvt  if  eiifering^  ol^ 

Uxflp 


iKe  Promifed  Land,  Mofes'  Addrers  was  Vender,; 
fkilly  encouraging  and  e:^cited  all  their  attention  j^. 

;^  Hear  Olfrael.— ?Thottarttlii3  4^y  to  parsover,. 
'^  Jordan,  \aqd  encounter  with.NatiQns  greater 
^'  /and  mightfer  than  thyfelf ;  Cities  fenced  up 
^<  to  Heaven  ;  a  People  huge  and  tall ;  but  know 
^v^ejt^at4be  l-prd.thy  God  He  goeth  before Jtjie?, 
^\  j|s  a  pgnfujnirjg  fyp  %aP  Hp  d^ftroy  tj^i^in,?       ?-> 

After  this  he  appointed  th^  ex^ft  limit«  thpy  veW. 
.fi;ft  to  conquer,  and  affixed  the.diftributiQns  Ijy^ 
Jqt,  con^mitMng  th^  Whole  care  of  it  tp-^  Jo(hp%  an4 
Eleazar  the  Qigh  Prieft,  before  the  IJe^ds  a^jfidl- 
Chiefs  Qf  l[Hel,     J^ofes  natipicd  the  /orty-eigh^ » 
Cities  allotted  to  the  Tribe  of  Levi,  and  t}iQ  fi^p. 
Cities  of  Refuge,  where  the  Manflayer  was  to  fly, 
and  three  he  named  op  ibis  fide  jin^  thee  ofli  th^  \ 
ot|)er  fid?  Jojrdan.  —       ;^ 

So  fully  isoqvinc^il  were  ihe  Ifraelites  pf  fl}9 
Divine  Original  of  their  Laws,  and  fufih  theijr 
refpeft  and  veneration  for  tljeir  Lawgiver^  thatno  . 
pqit  Tribe  for  many  ages  ever  encroach^4  Q^  \h?f  '- 
:Jiraits  of  another.  As  his  end  drew  nigh,  Mofe$  , 
ivas  yf  ry  felicitous  xo  finith  well  his  ivery  arduoa  : 
lafe.  He  had  now  attained  to  the  ftgc  of  one  huDw  > 
.^r^d  and  ty^nty ;  jij?  ^^ht  p?rfe^  and  hh  ftrength 

S  8  \in-ii 
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unimpaired  :  He  for  the  lad  time  gathered  all  tl>c 
Tribe§  about  him,  drops  the  charafter  of  the  Hif- 
tbrian  and  addreffes  himfelf  to  his  People,  affec- 
tionately pronouncing  his  lait  farevrel  and  lolenm 
bieffing  on  every  (cparate  Tribe  apart,  and  in 
language  the  ftrongeft,  moil  eloquent^  and  divinely 
Prophetic, 

The  Preface  and  Conclufion  of  thefe  his  laft 
and ;  dying  words,  is  couched  in  a  ftile  en- 
kindling the  flame  of  devotion.  Kings  were  di- 
rfeflted  to  write  for  themfelves  a  Copy,  and  read  it 
every  day  ;  it  was  to  be  engraven  on  ftones,  and 
placed  on  every  high-way,  it  was  to  be  carried 
with  them  over  Jordan,  to  be  folemnly  read  every 
feventh  year,  in  the  hearing  of  all  the  People  of 
Ifrael,  purpolely  convened  and  affembled. 

Attended  by  Joftiua  and  Eleazar  the  High 
Prieft  to  the  foot  of  the  Mountain,  where  they 
took  a  forrowful  and  affeftionate  leave,  Mofes 
went  up  the  hill  alone,  in  full  poffelEon  of  his 
Powers  and  Faculties,  his  eyes  not  dim,  nor  his 
natural  force  abated ;  he  died  at  the  age  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty. 

Mofes  was  highly  honoured  as  a  Prophet,  with 
whom  God  fpake  Mouth  to  Mouth. — A  Divine 
Lawgiver,  the  founder  of  their  civil  and  religious 

Polity 
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Polity— ^inyefted  \yith  the.  power  of  perfoii«^fci** 
Miracles,  and  he  e^s^ercifed  it  at  the    JEgy^t^iSMt 
Court,  over  the  mighty  Waftets,  and  imthe  W^ 
dernefs-r^he  fed  this  immenfi?  multitude,,  di^  by' 
day,  and  the  plenty  left,  was  of  itfeff  a  mirapJe-Ot 
faithful  in  all  his  houfe — open  and  genero.\i5  ijl^ 
his  temper — admirably  blending;  fortitude  W^' 
meeknefs — pious,  wife,    and  zealous  for  Gc^-*^ 
unweariedly   laborious,  a  Father  .  to'  his   Reoplfti 
prefering  afflidion  with  thelti   to  the  treaTures^ 
Egypt— fo  unajnbitious  and  difinterefted;  ^  if> 
appoint  a^ftranger  to  his  Government,  toth<?  leflP* 
clnfioh  of  his  own  family.      Amazing  wer^e  H^ 
Powers,  as  a  Poet,  an  Hiftoriani  a  Legiflator  an4 
a  Statelman. 

This  faithful,  highly  favoured  Servant  qf  G^^, 
'  held  been .  wonderfully  protefted  in  inf^cy  m4^ 
child^hood,    adopted  by  a.  Princeft,  amidft.  ih9 
luxury,  of    an  Egyptian  Coijijc't,  liber^illy  ^dufcai*- 
ted  in  all  the.  learning:  of  the  Eaft,  elefted  to  W».. 
high  honours  at   the  voice  of  God^  bleflfed  wUh:- 
daily  intercourfe,:  the  moft  winning  cOndf^fceiMi;. 
tion  and  familiar  converfe  with  Him,  as  fficiul. 
with  friend— ^adfflfitted  to  immediate  acceft,     Didr 
his  People  want  Wa^er,  the  dry;  rock  poured  th^ 
out  rivers  j  did^theyrwant  Food,  He  fent  it  tbcm 
(Jo)va  from  Heaven  j  were  they  naked,  He  cloath- 
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'idthem  all;  His  prefence  fitted  the  Tabtetnisielf/ 

^e  fjEit  upon  the  Mercy  ^Seat^  authorifuig  their- 

flay,  and  inabfigjit  cldua^jn^eftically  rofc,  and 

B^ame  vifible  above  ibc  Tent,  ^hcn  Mofes  and[ 

his  People,  were  to  marQh  forwards,  under  the 

f^fc  guidance ;and  proteftion  bf  God;    did  his 

People  Tfibel,    peftilenoc  or   devouring  flames 

C9nfi^ne4.t)ie^inurmur^S6,  pr  an  earthquake  fvaI-« 

l9wed  them  up ;  one,  encircled  in    the  highei|  ^ 

dignities,  ibr  unjuft  refle£iions  on  Mofes^and  his 

fajnily^  walked  from  tb/^  Camp  a  loathfome  Leper^ 

difgracefully  polluted  Jtnd  foslorn;  did  they  en. 

C9unter  with  poyrerful  pnemies^  He  fought  their 

bjttles,  the  l^qr4  qf  theif  Hofts,  ihe  God  of  the 

Army's  of  Mofes ;  a  wife  and  able  Tutor,  he  txor 

ployed  his  life  in  inftrufting  them,  divefting  h'lSt 

People  df  prejudice,  and  training  •them  up  Tor 

the  Promifed  Land ;  at  its  borders  only,  Mofes^ 

arrived,  God  liere  informed  him  he^fliould  die  ; 

.undifturbed  by  the  fummons,  widi  fortitude  and 

zeal,  he  kept  handing  down  the  laws  of  life,  ex^ 

plaining  its  duties,  and  enforcing  his  precepts, 

By  found  of  trumpet,  Mofes  proclaimed  his  fuc- 

ceffor,  prefented  bini  himfelf  to  Eleazar,  and  af^ 

tcr^  tender  greeting,  and  moft  affectionate  leave 

fitihe  foot  of  the  Mpunt,  he  afcendedthe  hill^ 

j^a^.pennitted  only  ^ibare -fight i>f  -Ganaan,  after 


( is6  y 

wl^ch  Mofes  died.    Thus  he  lived  witH  Goddif 

^bcQx^  and  was  fo  peaceabiy  taken  home* 

...  ) 

A  charafterof  fuch  glorious  pre«emience  ai>i 
unwdaJried  afBdtfit5r  for  the  pi^lic  gfX)d,  i^  b4; 
revered^  highly  honored  and  beloved  for  evcr^ 

'  Ifracl  wept  for.  Mofes,  on  the  plains^  AloaEr 
Idiiiy  days,  and  tTieife  arole  no  Prophet  fincc  in 
Ifiraeli  like  to  Mofes^  whom  Cod  knew  face  tot* 


iSSA^ 
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JOSHUA,  this  diftinguifhed  Hero  and  highly' 
celebrated  General,  was  the  Son  of  Nun,  and 
appointed  by  God,  fucceffor  to  Mofe's;  Head 
Leader  and  Chief  over  Iffael :  and  was  again  by 
found  of  trumpet  proclaimed  throughout  the 
Camp,  on  the  plains  of  Moab,j^his  new  terrifories 
and  acquifition. 

After  a  fpeech  of  Jofhua's,  in  which  he  offici- 
ally informed  the  Ifraelites  of  the  intended  divi- 
fion  of  the  Land  of  Canaan  among  the  Twelve 
Tribes,  and  particularized  the'  Lands  allotted  ta 
Reuben  and  Gad,  and  to  one  half  of  the  Tribe  of 
Manaffeh,  not  only  the  Heads  of  thefe  Tribes^ 
iHjt  the  Elders  and  Leaders  of  all  the  People^ 
^  eagerly 


(  w  ) 

eagerly  concurring  with  the  divine  appointment^' 
came  up  in  a  body  to  Jolhua,  and  fwOte  alle-' 
giance  to  him. 

"  We  folemnly  engage  to  pay  the  fame  Uin^ 
''  dicnce  to  thee,  we  paid  to  Mofes :— -G<^  ^^f« 
'^  and  proljper  thee,  as  H^-  HM  Mofes." 

Joftiua  had  lived  high  in  thft^cftecm  of  hia 
uommanaer,  ancr  ne  w<i»  «»averenced  and  JWoycd 
by  the  People.  He  had  long  been  Head»  Gjt^ 
neral  apd  Chief  overall  the  Forces  of  Ifrad ;  and 
he  was  one  jof  the  twelve  deputed  by  Moiep 
to  examine  the  Promifed  'Land  as  to  its  foil, 
fruitfulnefs,  inhabitants,  and  fortifications ;  the 
report  he  made,  widely  differed'  frpm  the  report 
given  in^  by  ten  out  of  the  twelve,  fent  on 
the  fame  embafly,  and  it  gained  him  much  credit 
and  the  confidence  and  refpeft  of  his  .Com* 
mander.  .     ^    > 

During  almoft  all  the  journey  and  wanderings 
m  the  Wildernefs,  Jofhua  had  been  trained  ilp 
by  Mofes,  an  eyc-witnefs  to  the  wonderfut  works 
God  had  wrought  for  Ifriel,  and  he  had  been 
'ihftru£lcd  in  the  genius  and  difpofitiori  of  the 
^Wple*  the  land  and  its  inhabitants,  which  He 
was  n.p,Mr  prejparing  to  enter  with  his  vicxy  nume-» 
»us  hoft,  and  of  which  he  had  already  given  in. 

T  afaith- 
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a  faithful  detail  and  account  recorded  in  their 
Ttff&CT  :  Thus  Jofliua  feemed  highly  qualified 
for  the  important  and  very  interefting  duties  and 
i,^««^,,^«  allotted  him. 

Well  apprifed  of  the  many  difficulties  and  dan-« 
gel's  before  him;u*.a^r  (h  very  arduous  an  under- 
taking,  nothing  could  have  fupported  Jofliua  but 
reliance  on  God,  and  he  now  received  more  and 
very  cxpr^ra  anH  ft^a^  promifes  of  divine  pro- 
te6kion  and  affiftance ;  the  moft  animating  en-i* 
couragement,  dire£iions  and  alfurances  of  con^ 
queft  :— 

**  As  I  was  with  Mofes^  fo  will  J  be  with  thee  ^ 
"  be  ftrong,  be  of  good  courage,  fear  not,  nor 
**  be  thou  difmayed,  the  Lord  thy  God  is  witk 
••  thee  whither foever  thou  goeft/* 

The  original  edift  was,  '*  From  the  Wilder-. 
*^  nefs  and  this  Lebanon,  even  unto  the  great 
**  river,  the  river  Euphrates,  all  the  Land  of  the 
•*  ^Hittftes,  and  unto  the  great  Sea,  towards  the  go« 
**  ing  down  of  the  Sun  fliall  be  your  coafl ;  every 
•^  place  between  that,  and  which  the  fole  of  your 
'^  footihall  tread  on,  that  have  I  given  uatoyou.'^ 

At  the  death  of  Mofes,  the  Ifraelites  were  en-j. 
capped  at  Shittim^  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Jor-« 
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rfan,  IB  full  view  of  Canaan,.and  here  it  was  thqr 
inourned  one  whole  month  for  their  General!. 
The  People  He  had  fo  uhweariedly  inftruEteii^ 
and  fo  wifely  governed,  were  grown  more  tra£ta^ 
ble  and  more  fully  perfuaded  of  the  good  guidU 
ance  and  jproteftidn  of  their  God ';  they  were  ilow 
only  waiting  for  a  fignal  from  their  new  GeneraF^ 
and  their  orders  to  pafs  over  Jordan^ 

Jofhua  had  difpatched  three  Exprefles  to  the 
Canaanites.  The  firjfl:  gave  leave  for  "all  thofe  to 
depart  who  chofe  it ;  the  fecoiid  were  articles  of 
Peace,  to  thofe  who  would  make  Peace ;  the  third 
was  a  4eclaration  of  War  to  thofe  who  refufed. 
He  faw  himfelf  indeed  at  the  head  of  fix  hundred 
thoufand  fighting  men,  completely  fumilbed  with 
arms,  which  they  had  procured  from  Egypt,  the 
Amalekitjes,  their  new  conquefts,  and  others ; 
but  he  was  clogged  with  a  nunibep  of  old  jrien, 
women,  children,  fervants  and  cattle  :  The  very 
firft  Hep  he  was  to  take,  was  to  crofs  over  this 
jmmenfe  river,  and  at  this  feafon  it  was  in  its  full 
fwell,^  and  overflowed  its  banks  ;  the  crofling  over 
he  well  knew  expofed  him  to  the  arms  of  thofe 
he  was  attacking,  as  well  as  to  thofe  enemies  ht 
left  behind,  the  countries  of  Sihpn  and  Og  which 
they  had  only  lately  conquered.  The  Canaanites 
themfclves  Were  a  warlike  Peopl?  of  gigantic  ffck- 
T  2  tur?. 
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tnitff  their  Cities  walled,  ftrongly  forlifitd  by 
njonre  and  art ;  all  the  interefts  of  the  feveral 
Rations  and  all  their  Forces  united  by  the  firmed 
atliance,  felf-prefervation,  almoft  felf-exiftence  : 
They  had  long  taken  the  alarm,  had  made  all  the 
preparations  in  their  power  to  oppofe  his  defign, 
fiercely  refolved  to  obftruft  his  entrance,  oppofe 
his  conqueft,  or  die. 

r     Joihua  now  felefted  out  two  very  bold  and 
confidential  Servants,  fent  them  very  privily  away 
to  Jericho,  the  firft  City  on  the  other  fide,  aboiH- 
ci^  miles  from  Jordan;  they  croffed  ar-^  tra- 
.veiled  all  night,  when  they  cam6  near  Jeri^. 
ihcy  found  the  Inhabitants  fully  apprifed  of  their 
danger,  an  the  watch,. and  all  in  anna;  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  they  could  conceal  themfelves, 
:hy  promifes,  oaths,  ftatagem,  and  art,  they  did 
.luckily  efcape  from  a  window,  in  the  houfe  of 
<»iO  Rahab^  a  harlot,  fituated  on  the  Town-^wall ; 
fli^,  at  dead  of  night,  had  let  them  down  herfelf 
by  means  of  a  fcarlel  cotd^  and  they  had  fled  to 
the  mountains ;  the  two  tnen  got  back  the  third 
day,  told  of  the  amazing  rifts  they  had  riw^  arid 
they  begun  with  the  whole  hiftory  of  thrir  recep- 
tion, by  Rahab,  as  foon  as  ftie  knew  who  they 
were,  at  the  hazard  of  her  life,  Ihe  was  refolved 
toproteft  them,  and  her  whole  plot  and  contfi-r 

viince 
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vance  is  wonderfully  artful ;  flie  whifpcred  to 
them,  I  know  the  Lord  has  given  you  the  Land^ 
the  Town  is  in  an  uproar^  all  the  People  frighted 
and  fainting ;  we  were  told  of  your  croffing  the 
Sea,  and  your  {laughter  of  the  Amorites ;  but  what 
a  danger  ye  yourfelves  arc  iff ;,  fo  ihe  led  them  up 
to  the  roof  of  her  houfe,  a  place  where  Ihe  dried 
her  flax,  and  covered  them  all  over  with  the 
jUlks  :  the  rumour  foon  fpread,  two  men  had 
(rofled  over  Jordan,  they  were  already  iiv  the 
City,  now  at  Rahal/s  houfe;  the  King inftantly 
fent  to  feize  them  ;  Rahab  faid,  indeed  two  men 
had  been  there,  they*  were  gohe,  jufl  at  du&  be- 
forethe  ffiutiing  of  the- gates -both  wem  away;  (end 
quitkly,  yoti  will'  fooh  otertak^  them.  The  King 
difpatcbcd  his  Guard  hi  feate,  and  fatftencd  up  his 
gates;  Riihat^  now  Wdnt  itp  id  the  two  men  with 
ller  ftoryj  iamd  madtf  wltfr  theni  a  league  ft>t  hiir 
family ;  tkt  had  ifeichei'  bufband  ndhr  chfild,  but  ftie 
had  fitheir  and  mother,  otfd  fitters  and  brothws^; 
aindibeiays: 

<^  Swear  to  ine  when  you  take  pofleifipo  of  ihe 
«  City,  ye  will  fave  my  kindred  alive^and  all  that 
"  I  have,  give  me  now  a  token ;  and  the  men  faid : 

. ;  "  Our  life  for  yours;  we  give  ours  in fecurity 
"  for  yourfi?/' 

Rahab 
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'  Kabab  giving  them  food,  let  them  down  herfelf 
by  afcarlet  cord  from  the  window^  on  the  outfide 
•f  the  Town-wall^  and  i{ie  faid : 

*'  Hafie  ye  to  (he  mountain,  hide  yourfelvea 
till  the  purfoerf  are  re,turned|  then  get  ye  home/' 

The  men  now  told  her : 

««  When  you  draw  up  the  fcarlet  cord,  tie  it 
,t(  acrois  and  acrofs  your  window,  that  we  may 
ij  be  certain  of  knowing  your  houfe.** 

Rahab  joyfully  obeyed,  delighted  to  have  aU 
jffsys  in  her  eye  the  pledge  of  her  &fety  and  de- 
liverance. The  two  mep  had  dwelt  much  on  ihp 
terror,  alarm,  and  conftemation  of  King  and  PeOr 
pie,  high  and  low  ;  this  intelligence  Jbfhua  took 
upi  this  he  faid  was  greatly  in  their  favour,  a  for0 
omen  of  their  future  fuccefs,  God  had  (truck  all 
their  enemies  with  terror,  and  Jpfhua  in  the 
bigheft  fpirits  emboldens  and  encourages  them  s^U; 

**  Fight  ye  valiantly  under  my  banner,  and  th?. 
;«  protcaion  of  God/' 

Jofhua  inftantly  blew  the  Trumpets  for  War 
throughout  all  the  Camp:  He  informed  them 
in  three  days  time  they  ftould  all  pafs  oveir 

Jordan^, 
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Jordan,  and  he  commanded  them  to  lay  in  a 
ftore  of  Provifions^  and  be  all  in  readmefs  to 
march;  the  ufual  Food  of  the  Ifraelites  was 
Manna,  on  their  approach  to  the  Pronxif^d 
Land  that  Food  decreafed,  and  fuch  as  their 
new  Conquefts  afforded,  Jbfhua  ordered  them 
now  to  collea,  as  the  Manna  was  totally  to 
ceafe  as  foon  as  ever  they  fet  foot  on  the  op- 
^^MU^  i0U^.%.,  «uia   ilild  ii  Actually  did. 

To  infpire  his  Army  with  reverential  awe 
and  ftill  greater  regard  to  this  very  extraordi- 
nary expedition,  Jofliua  commanded  all  his 
People  to  fanftify  themfelves  as  on  public, 
national,  and  very  folemn  occafions:  He  then. 
dire6ted  each  Tribe  to  chufe  out,  and  depute 
to  him  a  trufty  Man^  to  hold  himfelf  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  execute  fuch  orders  as  ihould  be 
given  him  on  the  morrow. 

On  Friday  the  thirtietli  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  the  World,  2554  the  Priefts  in  their 
proper  Drefles  and  Habits,  bearing  the  ArJcj^ 
began  their  march  towards  the  banks  of  the 
River,  Jolhua  divided  his  People  into  two 
t^olumns/  ordering  them  to  ftand  in  readinefs 
to  follow,  the  ont^  was,  after  they  came  to  the 
.Water  edge  to  proceed  before  the  Ark,  and  the 

reft 
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reft  were  direfted  to  follow  it :  As  foon  as  tfce 
Priefts  bearing  the  Ark  had  with  their  feefr 
touched  the  AVater  on  the  Bank,  the  Watcrsi 
to  the  right  hand  and  to  the  left  receded,  and 
rofc  up  in  heaps  like  Walls  opening  a  paflage 
of  no  lefs  than  fixteen  miles  in  breadth  to  the 
Ifraelites,  till  they  were  all  paffed  over  :  God 
thus  miraculoufly  fignalizing  their  new  Comman- 
der, in  the  manner  he  hid  lignalized  Mdfes  in 
paffing  throtigh  the  Red  Sest :  In  the  midft  pf 
the  River,  the  Prieft  bearing  the  Ark  ftood  ftillj^ 
aind  they  there  halted  till  all  the  Tribes  had  fet 
foot  on  the  oppofite  Coaft,  waiting  there  the 
orders  of  Jofhua  to  join  the  reft  of  the  Camp  : 
The  twelve  Men  one  of  which  had  been  deputed 

by   each  Tribe,   were  now    fummoned  befcrc 

'  ■  •  .  ■  rf    '■'■'•  • 

Jolhua,  aixd  He  direfted  them  to  bring  to  him 

twelve  very  large  Stones,  one  for  each  Tribe, 

and  fix  them  up  in  one  huge  heap,  on  the  fpot 

where  the  Ark  had  .ftopped,  and  they  were  to 

place  them  fo  high,  that  when  the  fwcll  pf  the 

Waters  ftiould  be  abated,  they  might  t^ere  be 

fecn;  and  from  the  bottom  of  the ..  BiveJii   hp 

commanded  them  to  chufe  out  twelve  mpre  largf 

Stones,  and  to  build  with  them  a  Monument  ^otK 

the  Shore,  in  order  to  perpetuate  tl^  Memoi^: 

of  fo  miraculous    and   very  wonderful  a  Pa& 
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fage  over  this  immenfely  wide  and  rapid  Stream  t 
Joihua  af tier  this  ordered  the  Priefts  to  move 
forwards  and  depofite  the  Ark  on  the  Shore  :  It 
was  immediately  on  their  fetting  it  down,  that 
the  Waters  refumed  their  ufual  courfe  and  chan-- 
nel. 

Joihua  impreffed  by  the  goodnefs  of  God, 
in  this  glorious  difplay  of  his  Power,  fofignally. 
honouring  him  on  this  his  firft  entrance  into 
Canaan,  led  on  his  Valiant  Troops  thus  highly 
infpirited  to  the  plains  of  Jericho,  and  He  pitch- 
ed his  Camp  about  three  or  four  miles  only, 
from  the  City. 

Gob  was  here  pleafed  to  manifeft  Himfelf  to 
Jofliiia  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  by  an 
Angel  on  the  plain :  The  Angel  affumed  the 
figure  of  a  Warrior,  and  he  held  a  drawn  Sword  in 
his  hand :  Jofliua  was  alone,  reconnoitring  the 
City;  at  a  fight  fo  unexpefted,  Joihua  ftarted 
back ;  as  foon  as  He  could  colleft  himfelf,  Joihua 
refpeftfully  enquired  if  he  was  for  Ifrael,  and  the 
Angel  anfwered — I  am  Captain  of  the  Lord's 
Hoft.  Joihua  fell  on  his  face  and  worlhipped — 
after  which  He  humbly  alked,  what  orders  He 
had  for  his  Servant :  the  Angel  informed  JolhiMi,* 
His  prefence  had  confecrated  the  place— loofe 
now  thy  Shoe  from  off  thy  foot,  the  fpot  thou 
V  ftandeft 
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ftandrft'^bA,  d«holy:  Joffitiia  inftantly  obeye<lj 
and^be  wds  ^bw  made  abquatnted  vith  the.ml)ft ' 
wmiderful  fiege^  and  fbrrendbr  of  Jiarichb,  by 
which  God  was  ;pleaf€id  moft  evidently  to  ,fhew 
the  Ganaanitiss^  itwasinotan  Arm  of  fleib  that 
fought  againfi  them. 

tpftu^*  Wai»  thfc  6eTiml  who  cmiqiierett  the 
Anialefeiies,  M&  by  a  figiialand  vefy  faiiibti* 
yi^pry,  6ipi?ned  a  piffage  for  thelfra^Ktes,  to 
MopntSinaif  it  was  a  few  days^biiforc  his  dieatfe 
Motes  had  corifirtQed  'him  hi^  Succetfot^  to  the 
cxdufion  of  his  own  children  and  faniily^  laid,  his 
bands  opoD  him  in  the  pre  fence  of  the  Eiders  and 
P^pk  purpofely  convened^  prefented  him  bjim* 
fcif  to  the  High  Prieft  for  foleran  confe^r^tioOf 
and  proclaimed  him  thioiighout  ali  the  Trijp^s, 
Head,  Leader  and  Chief  over  Ifrael :  With. his 
numerous  hoft,  Jofhua  had  now  encountered  his 
firft  difficulty,  croffed  this  wide  and  rapid  River, 
ci^ered  Canaan^  and  the  populous  City  of  Jericho, 
the  firft  to  the  Wcftward  over  Jordan  was  mira'- 
culoufly  delivered  into  his  hands,  for  its  ftrong 
walls  and  all  its  fortifications,  ramparts  and  towers 
fell  down  while  Jofhua  and  his  Army  were  fur- 
rounding  it.  The  City  of  Jericho  was  burnt  to 
the  ground,  and  its  numerous  Inhabitants  all  put  to 
th^  Sword;   but  Rahab    was  remembered,    and 

Jofliua 
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Jofliua  caHcd  to  him  the  two  men,  whont  Iheaft  t|ie 
hazard  of  her  life  bad  proce3ed;  shmI  He  faid:  , 

"  Go  ye  and  bring  out  thence,  the  woman,  and 
"  all  that  (he  hath  ^  ye  fWare  lintofe^r:^' 

And  the  two  mea  led  her  out,  tod  ^^r  fgthj^r 
and  mother,  and  alt  her  kindred,  and  plaosd  theti 
by  themlelves  without  the  Camp,  and  tk^i^e  tbi^ 
ftayed,  and  were  alt  cleanled,  and  becdme  Ptofq* 
lytesand  Jewifc  converts  :  They  w«re.fi>  particu- 
lar, ihat  they  left  RahabV  Houfe  ftanding^  ai»d 
th6  palt  of  the  wall  on  which  it  w$b$  buill  2  th^s 
fignaUy  reco'gDizing  the  promife  andi  the  peifor- 
n^bcei  Rfthab  was  afterwards  iEndire  diftingviifh* 
ingly  rewarded,  Che  became  tbeyiife  of  Naaflbpa/ 
an  itlaftriaus  Prince  diid  Chief  of  aU  bl^  Tnbdt 
aodfiione  a  virtuous  GharliSer  aAd  t  Jewifii  Fn^ 
ceisi 

After  the  Conquell  of  J^richo,jthij|ignaI  jind 
miraCuious  ^ilj^iay  of  A^mx^yy  Pow^r,^  affording 
jofiiua,s^n4  the  Ifradii^s/tne  n^qll  animatii^  e^?. 
couragement,  ana  a  footing  in  the  Country ; 
Jofhiia  puHued  ,bis  ViSoTiit^,  cQoqH^JTQd'.many 
other  Citie3.iMid  Itingdoipa,  topk  ppjpSjifiqn^f  the 
L^nd« <and  J»s  the.Tjcibes  of  Reu(>pp  ap^  Qa(},  a^ 
one  half  of  the.  Tribe  pfMattftiTeh  jnere  ;al* 
ready  provided  for  on    the  other  fide  J<a^dan  s 

V  z  Jofliua 
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Jofhua  divided  thofe  on  this  fide  among  the 
ten  Tribes,  and  the  remaining  half  Tribe  of  Ma« 
naffeh,  by  lot« 

The  progrefs  He  made  in  fubduing  the  Can- 
aanites,  his  aftonifliing  Succeifes  are   here   mi- 
nutely related  with  many  artful  pieces  of  general- 
fhip,   which  exhibit  much  Skill,  Military  prow^f^, 
and  the    mod   undaunted  Courage   and    Intre- 
pidity :  The  Inhabitants  of  Canaan  had  filled  tip 
the  meafure  of  their  Iniquity,  were  mod  abomi- 
nably wicked,  and  God  chofe  to  punifh  them'  by 
an  utter  deftru£iion.      Such  were  the  ftanding 
orders  of  the  Ifraelites^  highly  awful  and  peremp- 
.  tory.     The  Difgrace  and  public  execution  of  the 
Kings  (for  every  City  had  its  King)  was  intended 
by   Jolhua,  to    ftrike  a  Terror  in  the   Nations 
around,  who  feeing  fuch  fpirit  and  bravery  accom* 
panied  with  firmnefs  and  awful  feverity,  might  be 
inclined  to  make  lefs  refinance,   and    be  more 
cafily  fubdued:    Jofliua  therefore  fat  in   Judg- 
ment himfelf,  upon  the  Kings,  and  he  alfembled 
his  Captains  and  Men  of  War  and  He  faid  : 

*•  Put  ye  your  feet  upon  the  necks  of  thefe 
"  Kings,  thus  will  God  fubdue  your  Enemies, 
"thus  tread  them  under  your  feet,  fear  not  ye, 
"  nor  be  ye  difmayed,  be  ftrong,  and  of  good 
"  courage;" 
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After  this  fpirited  Addrefs,  Joihua  fmote  the 
Kings,  and  flew  them,  and  hung  up  their  bodies 
from  morning  to  night,  as  a  brand  of  infamy,  and 
objeQs  of  terror. 

The  People  were  more  and  more  attached  to 

Jpfibua,  and  He  became  more  and  more  dreaded 

by /the  Canaanites  :  to  avoid  his  Vi6torious  Arms, 

they  fled  from  their  Cities,  fome  into  Afia,  others 

into  Africa,  and  facilitated  the  Conqueft  of   the 

Country  :  Much  was  completed  in  lefs  than  fevea 

years,  and  the  divifion  made  amongft  the  Tribes 

by  lot;  the  Territories  of  Timnath-ferah,  on  the 

mountain  of  Ephraim,  were  unanimoufly  allotted 

to  Jofliua,  by  the  voice  of  all  the  People ;  there 

he  built  a  City,  made  it  his  chief  place  of  Refi- 

4ence  and  where  he  kept  his  Court. 

Six  Cities  of  Refuge  were  alfo  chofen  from  out 
of  the  forty-two,  which  had  been  fettled  on  the 
Tribe  of  Levi ;  they  were  to  proteft  the  Inno- 
cent in  cafes  of  involuntary  homicide  only,  for 
the  wilful  Murderer  was  to  be  torn  even  from  the 
horns  of  the  Altar,  and  inftantly  put  to  death. 

■•  '  '      ^''   ' 

After  Joftiua  had  fettled  himfelf  in  peace,  and 
eftabliftied  Regularity  and  good  Government, 
Civil  and  Religious;  He  here  himfelf  records  the 
many  glorious  Vidories  he  had  obtained,  and  by 

becoming 
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becoming  bis  own  Hiftorian,  fought  his  battles 
ever  again,  andtook  a  leview  of  his  many  wonder- 
fui  Exploits,  and  the  Safety  and  proteQion  God 
bad  unweariedly  afforded  him.  He  then  goes  on  re- 
lating fome  very  miraculous  interpofitions  where- 
witb  God  h^d  (ignally  favoured  him  ;  among 
many  others,  one  was  a  very  wonderful  prolonga- 
tion of  day-tight  aftonifhingly  advantageous,  and 
tending  glorioufly  to  his  Succeis,  when  the  3tin 
and.  the  Moon  ftood  ftill  at  the  voice  of  the  Leader 
of  IfareU 

The  tutelary  Deities  of  the  Canaanites,  whom 
tbey  worihiped,  were  the  Sun  and  Moon;  the  for- 
mer tfacy  called  Baal  or  Moloch;  and  tlie  latter 
Albtorecb;  they  muft  therefore  have  been  con- 
vinced in  a  moft  ftriking  manner,  and  in  their 
own  way,  that  the  Gods  in  whom  they  trufted, 
were  fubje6t  to,  and  under  the  immediate  contrpul 
of  the  God  of  Ifrael :  To  imprefs  the  ftronger 
on  their  minds  the  Majefty  and  Power  of  Jeho- 
yah,  Jofhua  fpake  in  prefence  of  both  Armies,  and 
in  fight  of  all  Ifraef,  and  He  faid  : 

'^  Sun,  {land  thou  ftill  upon  Gibeon,  and  tbou 
«*  Moon  in  the  valley  of  Ajalon/*  And  the 
Moon  ftayed  and  the  Sun  ftood  ftill  a  wfaol^ 
day,  and  bafted  not  to  go  down.  In  the  an^ 
cient  Cbiiiere  rircords  (bme  tapticc  is  taken  of 

tbc 
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the  Sun  and  Moon  being  ftayed  a  whole  day  by 
Jofliua. 

Another  famous  Miracle  Hands  here  recorded ;. 
a  fall  of  large. hailftones  during  an  engagement, 
deltruQive  only  to  the  Enemy,  and  many  more 
are  faid  to  have  died  by  tbem  ths^n  by  the  fword. 

After  his  fettlement  and  divifion  of  the  Land 
amongft  the  twelve  Tribes,  Jofhua  itiaintamed 
his  Government  feventeen  years,  and  he  had  been 
Elefted  and  Proclaimed  four  and  twenty ;  bind- 
ing his  life  drawing  near  a  clofe.  He  affembled 
all  the  Tribes  individually,  together  with  all  their 
Heads,  Elders  and  Magiftrates,  on  the  fpacious 
Plains  of  Sechem,  near  the  fpot  where  they  had 
depofited  the  bones  of.  Jofeph,  whicli  they  had 
brought  with  them  out  of  Egypt ;  and  here,  in 
an  animfated  and  encouraging,  yet  moft  pathe- 
tic Speech  Jofhua  addreffed  his  People,  minutely 
and  diftinftly  He  recognized  the  many  wonders 
Gbd  had  wrought  for  Ifrael,  and  their  miracu- 
lous Delivetances  ;  infpiring  them  with  Courage 
to  fini(h  what  he  had  fuccefsfuUy  begun,  to  driv^ 
out  the  Ganaanites  and  poffefs  the  Land,  kindly 
csiuticMiing  thein^ 

^  See  ye  that  ye  mention  not  even  the  name 

^  of  thtir  Gods,  cleave  ye  to  the  Lord,  He  it  is 

<^*  "  who 
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**  who  fightcth  for  IfraeU  ^^c  Lord  your  Cod : 
*^  Who  among  all  the  Nations  hath  been  able  to 
«*  ftand  before  you  ?  One  man  of  you  (hall 
*^  chafe  a  thoufand ;  only  take  heed  that  ye  love 
*^  the  Lord  your  God,  and  kee|i  his  Statutes  : 
*^  enter  into  no  alliance^s  with  the  Nations  arouTxi, 
*^  you,  they  will  prove  fnares  and  traps  to  you, 
'^  fcourgesin  your  fide,  and  thorns  in  your  eyes, 
*^  and  ye  will  furely  perifh  from  off  this  good 
'^  Land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  eafe  and 
"  plenty  and  fweetnefs,  and  wander  again  (ye 
"  known  not  whither)  in  deferts  and  the  Wilder- 
^^  nefs  expofed  to  dangers,  wearinefs,  and  want.'* 

The  howling  Wildernefs  inftantly  brought  back 
to  their  minds  their  long,  tedious  and  miferable 
journey,  upon  which  this  wife  Prince,  winningly 
enforces  his  Speech  with  the  pathetic,  artfully 
infinuating  and  full  of  conviftion. 

**  Behold,  this  day  I  am  going  the  way  of  all 
"  the  Earth,  now  therefore  I  pray  you.  fear  the 
"  Lord,  ferve  him  in  fincerity  and  truth :  But  if 
"  it  feem  evil  unto  you,  chufe  ye  this  day  whom 
"  ye  will  ferve ;  as  for  me,  (firm  and  refolute) 
"  and  my  houfe,  we  will  ferve  the  Lord." 

And  they  all  faid  unto  Jofhua: 

''  Nay," 
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>  «  Nay,  but  we  wiH  ferv^  the  Lord.?  '  XTpoh 
iim  Jo&ua  (wfaa  knew  his  People  better  tiiati 
they  knew  themfelvcs)  moft  carncftly  exhorosd 
them/ one  and  all^  tofet  aboiit  renewing  their  ciou 
venaiu  with  God^  and  by  the^  moft  fol^fi  oaih^ 
made,  as  was.  ufual^  at  the  door  of  die  Tab^rnliclt 
at  Sb2)oh,^(the  place  where  the  Ark  w^s  di^po^ 
fited)  the  People  indtviduaUy  did  cofifirm  it,  aiid 
then  all  of  them  returning  back  to  their  t^sm^  ok 
the  phin,  Jofliua  in  prefence  of  the  whole  Hoit, 
caufed  a  Hilar,  to  beereded  to  perpettiaij^  ite 
memory  of  this  their  folemn.oath  aaodptsbiic 
ratification. 

It  was  yfcty  foon  afi^r,  at  his  Palace  in  Tiib*^ 
nath-Sferab,:  m  the  hundred  and  tenth  year  ctf 
his  age  Joihua  died^  aaid  they  buried  him  ia  faia 
own  itthirititoce,  0*1  the  north  fide  of  the  hilt  oi 
Gaaflj^  withiA  the  Trib^  and  om  the  Mount  of 
Ephraim;  befide  his  body,  and  within  his  coffi^ 
they  put  the  knives  of  flint  with  which  he  cir- 
tiitftrM*  iftt^r  «^  ^ft«)^t,  i^ii^n'dOc^exprelfsljf 
told  him: 

**  Hereljy  you  have  rdted  aw^  the  repirolach 
••-ofEgj^r:^  '       ^         . 

A  tranfadion  which,  ever,  afterwards  gave  a 
name  to  die  ci(y-»btg4i'ot  kolllhg 
V^ol.  i.  x  The 
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The  Book  of  Jofliua  records  the  Hiftory  of 
thirty-five  years,  from  the  year  of  the  World 
^553,  to  2588,  and  muft  have  been  a  moft  va- 
luable pofleffion  to  the  Ifraelites,  as  it  contained 
the  esUrlieft  and  moft  authentic  records  of  the  ex- 
tent, boundaries,  and  property  of  every  indi- 
yidual  Tribe;  a  Title-deed  of  each  of  their  re- 
Jpe&ive  inheritances,  and  the  Ifraelites  were  fo 
/ully  fatisfied  with  this  diftribution  and  divifion 
made  to  the  twelve  Tribes,  that  for  many  ages,  no 
one  Tribe  ever  encroached  on  the  limits  of  its 
neighbour. 

Although  Mofes  and  his  Servant  ftrike  you 
with  very  different  features  of  Gharafter,  the  one 
as  a  divine  Lawgiver  uniting  fortitude  with 
meeknefs,  and  the  other  a  Hero  and  his  General, 
yet  in  fome  refpeds  they  bear  a  refemblance  to 
one  another.  Both  were  filled  with  wifdom  and 
prudence: 

^  As  I  w^  sdth  Mokiht  fo  wil)  1  \tfi  with 
••  thecal 

They  both  ^received  their  appointment  from 
God;  were  both  of  them  diftinguiibed  by  fimilar 
manifeftations  of  His  power; 

«  The  Sea  fa,w  it  and  fled^  and  Jordan  was 

*«  driven 
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•^  driven  back.  What  aileth  thee  O  Sea!  that 
f^  thou  fleddeft,  and  thou  Jordan  that  thou  waft 
'*  driven  back/* 

A  Divinity  in  high  and  exalted  Majefty  held 
converfe  with  both  ;  with  Mofes  alone  in  th6 
defert,  and  with  Jolhua  alone  on  the  plains  of 
Jericho,  both  ftood  on  holy  ground^  and  both 
were  commanded  in  token  of  reverence  to  ftand 
barefoot;  in  patriotic  zeal  and  love  of  their 
People,  in  piety,  integrity  and  difintereftednefs^ 
both  fhone  alike  confpicuous  through  life^  and  at 
its  peaceful  clofe  how  divinely  pathetic  are  both 
their  addreffes  to  Ifrael,  a  folemn  farewell  found- 
ing in  their  ears  for  ever. 

Jofhua*s  valour  and  warlike  prowefs  fo  won- 
derfully fuited  to  \iis  duties  and  employment 
characterize  the  General :  In  manly  courage  and 
martial  honours,  Jolhua  holds  a  high  pre-emi- 
nence, and  in  diftant  Colonies  there  are  monu« 
^em9  now  ftanding,  i^hich  recognize  his  Valour^ 
itill  recording : 

**  Hidier  have  wc  fled  from  tha  exterminating 
«  Sword  of  Jofliujt/: 
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ESSAY        VI. 

ON     THEBOOKS    OF 

J      U       D       G       E       S 

AND 

R        U        T        H. 

JUDGES. 


AFTER  the  death  of  JofhuJ|>  the  Ifraelitc^ 
had  no  proper  Ruler  or  civil  authority 
among  them  for  fome  jears,  the  government  de- 
volved on  the  High-Prieft  and  the  Elders,  and  in 
cafes  of  difficulty  the  Sanhedrim  or  GrandCouncil 
were  fummoned.  Each  Tribe  was  governed  by 
its  own  Magiftrates,  and  in  the  war  department 
slcfted  its  own  General  and  Commander.     A 

great 
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great^part  of  thQ  cpjintry  wasj  y?t  unrub^ued,  and 
many  confli8:is>  much  fervitude  and  perfecutioa 
the  Ifraelites  endured  from  the  Natives  and 
neighbouring  Nations^  who  were  yet  contending 
for  poffeffion. 

God  was  pleafed  from  time  tp  time,  (as  their 
exigencies  required,)  to  raife  up  high  and  emi- 
nent Charafters  among  them,  and  call  them  forth 
as  Champions  and  Deliverers  of  Ifrael,  in  ac- 
knowledgement and  gratitude,  the  Elders  and 
People  invefted  them  with  the  fi^preme  authority^ 
afligning  over  to  them  the  governmeiit  under  the 
title  of  Judge. 

Thefe  Judges  were  extraordinary  Magiftrates^ 
whofe  office  was  to  prefide  in  the  Senate;  pro^ 
ted  the  ftate;  pronounce  the  law;  and  regulate 
divine  worlhip.  They  were  to  govern  by  the 
laws  of  God  and  in  doubtful  cafes  by  his  fpirit, 
with  which  they  were  endowed;  they  differed 
in  nothing  from  Kiqgs  but  in  Title,  pomp,  ajod 
grandeur,  and  in  their  honours  not  being  heredi- 
tary;  they  made  peace  and  war;  they  fummoned 
the  tribes  to  arms;  in  cafes  of  danger  anddifficuU 
tjr,  by  njeans  of  the  High-Prieft,  they  were  div 
refted  to  apply  for  inftruClion  from  God, 
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The  People  all  refortcdto  them  for  judgment, 
And  annually  they  made  a  circuit  throughout  the 
land  to  adminifter  Juftice  and  preferve  order  aD<J 
fubordination. 

Under  the  title  of  Judge  fourteen  different 
perfons  prefided  over  the  Ifraelites,  and  they 
were  thus  governed  two  hundred  and  fifty  years, 
not  including  in  them  many  years  of  fervitude 
and  bondage  (during  all  which  they  were  only 
governed  by  their  Elders  and  Council)  under  the 
Kingof  Mefopotamia,Moab,the  Canaanites^  Mi- 
dian,  the  Amoritcs  and  Philiflines. 

At  the  death  of  Jolhua,  all  Ifrael  aflembled  at 
Shiloh^  (the  place  where  the  ark  was  depofited) 
and  as  the  Canaanites  and  neighbouring  King- 
doms were  plundering^  and  making  daily  inroads 
jUto  their  territories,,  they  there  inquired  through 
the  High-Prieft  what  tribe  ihould  go  up  and  oppofe 
them  :  God  was  pleafed  to  give  them  an  immediate 
and  explicit  anfwer,  *'  Judah  Ihall  go  up." 

The  tribe  of  Simeon  were  their  brothers  and 
nearefl  neighbours,  and  Judah  alked  their  aififtance 
in  this  their  firft  expedition,  Simeon  readily  join- 
ed them :  uniting  their  forces,  thefe  two  Tribes 
marched  them  againfl  the  Canaanites  and  Periz- 
zites:  Adoni-Bezek  the  King  met  them  in  perfon 

a  bloody 


a  bloody  battle  was  fought,  and|ihe  Ifraeiitesfl^w 
ten  thpufand.  .  Adoni-BcMk  made:  his  efcapc 
from  the  field,  and  haftily  fled  to  the  ,  City  ,pf 
fiezek^  Jie  was  there  purfued,  and  taken  alivffs 
The  Ifraelites  fpared  his  life,  but  to  difable  hjim 
from  fighting  or.  runf^ing  away  they' cut  cifF  his 
two  thumbs  and  his  great  toes,  a  punifliment  not 
unufual  among  the  Princes  of  the  Eaft,  for  die 
King  acknowledged  the  juftice  of  the  feptentcr, 
and  He  faid,  **  threefcorc  and  ten  Kings  with  their 
!'  thumbs  and  great  toes  cut  off  gathered  their 
'^  meat  under  my  table,  as  I  have  done  to  them^  fo 
"  God  hath  requited  me:*'  The  Ifraelites  led 
Adoni-Bezekin  triumph  to  Jerufalem,  they  look- 
ed upon  his  capture  as  a  proof  of  God*s  favour 
and  his  righteous  vengeance,  and  the  King  lived 
here  a  State-prifoner  untill  he  died. 

At  this  time  the  Chief  in  the  Tribe  of  Judah 
was  Caleb,  a  warlike  Commander,  who  had  ex- 
hibited many  feats  of  valour,  and  (hewn  his  faith- 
fulnefs  in  being  the  only  one,  who  accorded  with 
Jofhua  in  the  report  he  had  made  of  the  land  of 
Canaan :  Caleb  had  made  himfelf  the  Conqiiell 
of  Jerufalem,  and  burned  the  whole  City  to  the 
ground ;  enamoured  with  glory  himfelf,  he  Ipved 
it  in  others  :  But  Caleb  was  now  far  advanced  in 
years,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five,  and  as  there  were 

many 
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many  other  populous,  large  and  well  fortified 
Cities  yet  to  conquer^  he  thought  it  prudertt  not 
to  exhauft  his  own  ftrength  in  tedious  regular 
fieges  ahd  laborious  cnterprizes,  he  therefore  blew 
the  trumpets,  ifiued  out  a  proclamation  infpiring 
the  youthful  Hero  with  gallantry,  and  he  makes 
an  offer  of  the  moft  precious  prize  in  his  pofleffi. 
on,  Achfah  his  beautiful  daughter  and  a  ric6 
heirefs,  Caleb  propofed  her  a  reward  in  mkrriage 
to  the  brave  foldier  who  fhould  make  himfelf 
inafter,  and  maintain  poffeffionofthe  firft  Cityl 
Such  apropofal  fired  the  bofom  and  animated  the 
exertions  of  Othniel,  Ion  of  Renaz,  Caleb's 
younger  brother,  a  fpirited  youth  of  conrummate; 
valour,  who  with  his  own  hands  had  (lain  Chu* 
flian-RifliathaimKing  of  Mefopotamia  Thegat 
lant  Othniel  took  by  ftorm  Kirjath-Sephcr,  called 
the  City  of  books,  and  fuppofed  a  Univcrfity,  it 
was  inhabited  by  a  gigantic  race  called  Anakims 
and  flood  near  Hebron*  This  intrepid  Yduth 
moutited  the  firft  breach,  and  made  himfelf  ma£*- 
jerofthe  City  and  claimed  the  rich  prize  of  his 
Commander.  :: 

The  dignity  ahd  title  of  Judge  was  firft  Cbhferr 
red  on  Othniel,  he  was  invefted  with  the  autho- 

OthnicL  Firft  Jndgc^ 

rity 
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my  and  exercifed  it  with  virtue  and  bonoor^ 
devoted  to  God  and  to  the  good  of  his  People* 
Othniel  refcued  his  country  from  oppreflion,  pre- 
vented all  future  inroads^  and  the  land  had  [reft, 
and  peace  and  in  profperity  forty  years. 

After  the  death  of  Othniel,    Eglon  King  of 
Moab  invaded  Ifrael  and  made  them  [tributary* 
the    Ifraelites     remained    under    bondage    to* 
Moab  eighteen  years,  at  which  time  they  wei-ef 
delivered  by  Ehud  a  Benjamite,  a  valiant  and  re- 
folute  man,  lame  of  his  right  hand,  a  perfon  well 
known  to  Eglon  the  Moabitilh  Monarch.    Egloa 
had  removed  with  all  his  court  to  Jericho,  the  Ci- 
ty of  Palm  Trees,  invited  by  the  beauty  and  fruiu 
fuinefs  of  the  country,  here  Ehud  obtained  aa 
audience  and  was  admitted  to  the  Kings  prefence* 
while  he  was  talking  to  him  in  his  fummer  parlour 
and  paying  him  the  annual  tribute  money,  be  told 
Eglon,  "  I  have  ameflage  for  thee  O  King  from^ 
God,'*    upon  this  every  body  *  withdrew,  and  as> 
foooas  they  two  were  left;  alonei  the  King  rofe: 
from'  his  feat  to  hear  the  iheflage.     £hud  inftantly ; 
ftabbed  him  in  the  belly  with  fuch  violence  the 
haft  of  the  dagger  went  in  after  the  blade,  Ehud; 
was  obliged  to  leaye  it  in  the  body,    and.  then 
foftly  letting  himfelf  out,  he  locked  faft  the  door 
and  carried  off  the  key.     The  fervants  liftnihg 
from  time  to  time  fuppoftd.  the  King   nyght  be 
.Vol.  I.  Y  a-fl^ep 
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aiflcep,in  the  meatiUme  Ehud  had  haffily  fled  hack 
to'  his  brethren  at  Seirah,  and  told  all  he  h^ 
dimt.'  Tne  Ifraelitcs  blew  up  the  trujppets  for 
war,  alffeftibfed  all  their  forces,  fell  furioufly  on 
Ac  Moabltes  under  their  confulioti  and  fud^en 
4^rn^  andput  them  all  to  the  fword.  Dn  this 
fax^&f^l  epte;^^  Ehud's  bravery  was  rewarid* 
t^  by  the  Pepple  and  they  unanimoufly  advanced 
llii»  to  the  dignity  of  JutJ^e. 

;  £hud;  fetbiid'  Jiidgfe  of  Ifralel,  protut&d^fot 
tiiem  a  rcifctiii  f^C)i^*  their  bioiida^c  to  Moab>pfda 
j^ce  of  eij^iy  yfeairs;' 

'  •    *     '■■•■■..■'  •  ■    -     '  .••     •     • 

'  Oil  the  Ifraelites  return  to.  tl^eir  ijnpietjf  .and 

and  idolatry  after  the  death  of  Ehud,  Ood;penn!t- 
ted  them  to  fall  an  eafy  prey  to  their  PhiiijEUne 
neighbpurs.  The  valiant  Shamgar  no>y  rjefcued 
them  from  flavery  affumed  the  title  and  becaHie 
their  third  Jlidge*.  This  intrepid  Hero,  with,  his 
pHfh  hiv^  flew  £x  hundred  Philiftines,  wi<h  a 
idough-fliare  he  had  picked,  up  upOQ  the.xo^ 
and  by  fo  glorious  a  Feat  completely  drove  thettf 
out,  and  delivered  his  country  from  the  PhUUline 
yoke,  but  Shamgar  died  ia  the  firft  year  of  his 
dignity* 

NotwitKftanding  Ifrael  had  experieiiceA  to  afto- 

EbCrd,  Second  Judjfcw        Shamgar, Thirds.  . 

Biftiing 
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nifhing  an  yiterpofition,    and  fo  very  fpirited  a 
refcue,  they  very  foon  beciaiiie  Idolaters,  made 
alliances  and  held  intercourfe  with  the  'Natioiis 
Jround  them  ^Wch  God  had  exprcfsly  forlbfd,  aitt 
a  more  formidable  Advcrfaiy  was^how  pirmittwl 
toenliave  theni.  Jafein  King  of  Canaaih  With  a ntt- 
oierous  Army  and  chariots  bflron.  '  Jabixifae^ 
Ifrael  under  bondage  and  fubjeftibij  twenty  yeiufl^ 
they'  were  at  length  delivered .  from  ^heit  hfeivy 
oppreflion  by  two  Women.    t)/sb6rah  the  VtdfUik^ 
tefs  concerted  the  plan,  Jael  wife  of  H?bar  com- 
pleted it.     Barak  was  Commander  in  Chief  to 
Deborah  and  he  at  the  head  of  ten  thpufand  men 
defeated  Sifera,  the  Carnaanitifh  General^  and  Ms 
numerous  Hoft  ftrengthn^  with  nine  hundred  cha- 
riots  of  iron.     Sifera  fled  for  his  life,  hcleuhis 
chariot,  r^n  on^  foot  to,  the  valley .  of ,  Zasenajm, 
and  hid  himfclf  in  the  tent  of  tael,  feint  and  dy- 
ing    with  .  fatigue,    totally     exhauft^d,     ^ifgra 
begged  of  her  a  drai\ght    of,  water,  and  jael 
brt)Ught  him  a  bottle  of  milk,  Sifera  fwopjiedl  apd 
*  fell  into  a  fteep,  Jael  availed  hcrfelf :  of  ^tbe^iRp- 
ment,  ftruck  a-nail  into  his  temple,  ajn4;he.;Was 
'  ihftantly    dead.      Barak   purfiked  |iis    yi^5pyy, 
\mkipchfed  hii  fpirited  tfodps  to  the^City  pf  Hf^qor 
where  Jabinkept  his  court,  took  the  Cityifje^^- 
ed  it  in  triumph  and  put  all  the  inhabitants  tp  the 
fword. 

Y  t    :  ^        ifrael 
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Ifrael  now  refumed  its  fertility  and  fplcndour 
under  Debbrah  the  Prophetefs,  who  was  invefted 
with  the  fupreme  authority  and  proclaimed  fourth 
Judge  of  IfraeK  On  this  glorious  viftory  and 
fignal  deliverance,  fhe  compofed  a  beautiful  and 
triumphant  ode,  brilliant  with  lively  figures,  with 
iudden,  quick  and  elegant  tranfitions,  and  high 
fublimity :  full  of  the  ideas  of  her  triumph,  and 
traofported  with  her  viftory,  Deborah  addrefles 
her  foul  in  a  moft  beautiful  exclamation ;  the  ex- 
ploit of  Jael  here  lives  for  ever,  a  noble  effort  of 
courage  and  conduft ;  the  fondnefs  of  the  Mother 
of  Sifera,  her  impatience,  her  inquiries,  her  an- 
fwcrs,  her  workings  of  fufpence,  her  hopes  and 
fears  are  all  highly  pifturefque.  The  Ode  was 
defigned  to  be  fung  in  parts,  and  the  laft  verfe  in 
chorus,  to  imprefs  the  ftronger  on  the  mind,  the 
ideas  of  Omnipotence,  the  ardours  of  patriotic 
2eal,  and  the  overflowings  of  gratitude. 

Under  Deborah  the  land  had  reft  forty  years, 
but  after  her  death  Ifrael  foon  revolted,  wa$ 
again  in  bondage  and  forely  harraffed  by  the  Midi-- 
anites,  they  enflaved  them  feven  years  more,  the 
Ifraelites  now  could  only  find  fhelter  and  f^ety* 
among  their  ftroiig  Holds,  the  clefts  and  caverns 

Deborah  Fourth  Judg?, 

of 
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of  the  focks,  wherc-cver  they  had  plante'd  and 
fowled  their  enemies  gathered  arid  reaped  an4  po£f 
fdflfed  themfelves  of  their  crop$,  and  of  all  thp, 

fruits  of  their  labour. 

God  now  kindly  fent  a  Prophet  to  convince 
and  reclaim  his  people,  to  reprefent  to  them  the 
bafenefs  of  their  ingratitude  and  idolatry,  tfie 
evident  fources  of  all  their  thraldom  and  fuffer- 
ings.  Ater  He  had  thus  admonifhed  and  con^ 
defcendingly  reafoned  with  Ifrael;  God  made 
choice  of  Gideon  and  called  him  forth  as  their 
champion  and  Deliverer^ 

In  the  fimplicity  and  from  the  heceffity  of  the 
times;  to  preferve  his  little  flock  of  corn,  Gideon 
was  threfhing  it  himfelf.  On  the  threihing  floor 
when  he  was  privately  Ihut  up,  an  Angel  appear- 
ed, and  he  faluted  Gideon  by  the  honourabfe 
title  of  the  Saviour  of  Ifrael :  the  Angel  then  told 
'him,  his  wiflied-for  freedom  God  was  now  about 
to  give.  Cideon,  an  experienced  warrior,  de- 
jeded,  and  groaning  under  the  fufFerings  of  his 
country,  fays,  **  O  my  Lord,  if  the  Lord  be  witfc 
us  why  has  all  this  befallen  us,  are  we  not  in  the 
hand  of  Midian  ?  the  Angel  with  a  placid  coun- 
tenance betokening  comfort,  looked  fteadily  on 
Gideon  and  He  fai4; 

'  '  ^*  Go 


f^.€p  in  this  my  might— thou  fhak  favc  Ifracl 
T-4i2fve  not!  fcm  t^cc?  Gfdeon  ftill  miftruftin^ 
'j^ffmbly  rqplicd,  ^'  O  my  Lord  vrheresvith  ?  my  Fa- 
ntily  is  the  mcaneft  in  Manafleb,  and  I  the  leaft  in 
my  Fathers  houfe/*  The  Angel  now  tells  him,  as 
cafily ihalt  thou  deftroy  the  Hoft  of  Midian,  as  if 
ihcy  were  One  man,  and.by  various  miracles  con- 
\diB(c«Bdingiy  and  repeatedly  perforrnqd^  the  Ad- 
gd  convincod  Gideon^  God  had  heard  the  cry  of 
iusi^People,  (heir  longwifiied-for  freedom  was  ia* 
4ecd  at  hand. 

On  that  yery  night  God  commj^nded  Gideon 
togohimfelf  and  deftroy  the  Altar  and  cut  down  the 
Grd^c  of  fiaal,  the  fad  fpurce  of  Ifiraeh  Idolatry, 
and  afterwards  with  only  a  handiful  of  men  Gide<^ 
gained,  a  complete  vidory  over  all  ihe  combined 
Arn)ies  of  their  oppreflbrs,  and  Ifrael .  was  laden 
with  the  fpoil. 

The  night  before  this  total  pyerthfpw  of  A^Ij^iiin 
the  Angel  appeared  again  at  the  can^p  of  I  fr act 
and  he  faid  to  Gidepn,  if  thou  yet  fear  to  g9j^wn 
behold,  I  will  give  thee  one  nrpof  nacire*  TaKe 
f  huriih  thy  fervant  and  go  down  with  him  alone  to 
the  enemies  camp,  and  Gideon  went  down,  a^d 
^  the  Midi^nites^  Amalekites  and  thelr^^s4|lit$  lay  >U 
along  in  the  valley  like  gralhoppers*  lor  multitude 
and  their  Camels  were  without  number^  as  fand  on 

the 
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tlieTek'fliWk'    G}de6nHiri^ii^toVjsiai^t(ti^n^litt 
^feain— acaU  of  Urley<%s  M)'tuhib^^  iM 
the  Hoft  and  fell  upon  a  tcht.  and  ovefciiMdf  ii^« 
and  tbe  Tent  lay  all  along — ^his  fellow  aafwertfdl, 
tis  furdy  the  (word  of  Gideon,  God  hath  deliver«il 
us  into  their  hands :  Gideon  delighted  at  Hs  heart, 
fell  down  and  worftiipped.     He  returned  to  the 
catop  of  Ifrae).  atife.  aHft,'Gad'li«H  d£lma»cd 
into  your  hknds  tte'H^ffl'of  NndfiyiVHtgHlffewHi 
ful  aiid  ehteitaifiiig'is'  GTdeons*  ohtet,  vAtW  ■oi^j^i^']r 
three  hundred  men  wi^j§||i|j[|^M^&^|fjfetf ^  - 
concealed  io  pitcheraTMWWjiHHpi^' ' nptid 
tl^ir  trumpets  (that  tbey  migMM^tSu^it  a  mighty 
Hoft  and  tnde  only'  .their  faafbingeris  and  torch- 
6&uersy  an^  at  tlie  deaidT  of  night  they  xufhe4 
uito  the  enables  camp,  crying  out  aloud,, 

«  The  Sword  ofthfiXoi-dahdoif  Gideon.'* 

In  t^«  utm0ft  ^Cfrrdr  they  fell  fightihg  with  one 
aftblbi^,'  e^iy  iifilis  iWl>rd'dgaihft  hit  fellbv,  thus 
i\Sa.im  attH'ft^iitiC  diey:  rah  ahd  ti^'d ;  O'k^ti  mA 
taid  rro'  itltiftrioos  Pnncet'  ttifey  flew  ils  i}a!cf  wei^ 
prnfuitlg-  kfidlk^;  a^d'  they  brdught  both'  i!&^ 
btf«£b'4nd'pi«f(^t«ll  them  tp  Gideon. 

f«  Gideon  returned  from  fiaule  before  the  Sun 
<*  fn^up. 

All 
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All  Krael  ndw  alTembled,  and  invefted  Gideqpi^ 
vith  the  Supreme  Authority  under  the  title  oC 
tdth  Judge  over  IfracL 

Gideon  accepted  the  Honours,  but  he  aflureidl 
them  their  fecurity  would  alone  depend  on  their 
Divine  Proteftor.  , 

Gideon  maintained  his  Dignity  forty  years  du* 
ring  all  which  time  no  enemy  molefted  them.  He 
died  in  a  good  old  age  aifd  left  Ifrael  in  profpetity 
and  at  peace. 

In  a  very  fhorC  time  the  fervices  of  this  expe-^ 
rienced  General  and  good  Judge  were  foon  fbrgott 
the  Jfraelites  again  became.  Idolaters;  they  wor- 
(hipped  Baalim  aad  the  hoft  of  HeaveOi  with  the 
bafeft  ingratitude  they  repaid  the  Piety,  Valour  and 
good  governnient  of  their  Judge.  '• 

Abimeleck  fucceeded  to  the  Dignity,  was  inveft- 
ed with  the  fupreme  Authority,  and  mod  fadly.He  : 
difgracedit  Abimeleck  was  a  natural  fon  by,a  . 
concubine,  highly  artful,  of  a  cruel  bafe  and  UK., 
triguing  difpofition.  He  ufurpedhis  Fathers  g(>. . 
vcrnment,  and  the  very  firft  exercife  of  hisauthph* 
rity  was  to  deftroy  almoft  all  his  Fathers  jCstinilv,  . 
out  of  feventy  Sons  of  Gideon,  fixty  nine  brother^  . 


Gidjcon  Fifth  Judge  Abimeleck,  Sixth. 
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vereDain,  Jotham,  was  the  youngeft  of  them  ajl, 
this  youDg  Prince  only  efcaped,and  after  his  wife, 
fcvere  and  ever  memorable  fpeech  he  fled  away  to 
Beer,  aCity  on  the, northern  frontiers  in  the  tribe 
of  Judah,  but  one  which  had  not  acknowledged 
the  authority  of  Abimelj^k:  and  would  not  fware 
allegiance. 

The  fpeech  of  this  fpirited  youth,  fo.  harraficd 
and  difappointedj  wifely  reprefents  the  Vanity  of 
bafe  men  in  power,  and  ^hile  it  upbraids  the 
folly  and  weaknefs  of  his  Countrymen,  it  fore- 
■fliews  their  ruin;  in  very  forcible  language  it  tells 
them,  that  worthlefs  men  are  the  fondeft  of 
Power,  the  wife  and  good  decline  rule,  and 
give  the  firft  preference  to  native  eafe  and  free- 
dom; The  vanity  of  men  of  the  former  Gha* 
rafter  is  elegantly  defcribed^  and  made  ftrikingly 
ridiculous : 

"  And  the  Bramble  faid  if  in  truth  ye-amioint 
**  me  I  King,  come  and.  put  your  truft  in  my 
*^.fliadow,  and  if  not,  let  fire  come  out  of 
"  the  Bramble  and  devour  the  Cedars  of  La- 
**  baaon  : 

The  fire  of  the  Bramble,  (fo  fhort  and  momen- 
tary in  the  Eaftern  Countries,)  was  to  bum  up 
the  tall  Cedars,  his  new  fubj  efts,  unlefs  they 

Vol.  I.  2;  would 
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ti^ouldjall  come  under  his  fhade,  and  put  their 
truft  in  him. 

A  City  of  Judah,  naftied  Thebcz,  revolted' 
from  his  Government;  Abimeleck  marched  with 
his  Army,  encamped  before  it  and  laid  clofc 
Siege,  but  while  he  was  ftorming  the  Garrifon,  a 
Woman  rolled  down  a  huge  ftone  from  a  Tower, 
and  (truck  him  on  the  head ;  Abimeleck  unwil- 
ling to  die  by  the  hands  of  a  woman,  commanded 
his  Armour-bearer  to  difpatch  him,  and  he  was 
inftantly  obeyed. 

Abimeleck  was  the  only  one  who  ufurped  and 
difgraced  the  Title  and  the  Dignity,  and  He 
held  the  Government  about  three  years. 

Tolar  the  fon  of  Puah  and  grandfon  of  Dodo, 
an  illuftrious  family  of  the  Tribe  of  IfTachar 
fucceeded  Abimeleck,  a  much  more  amiable  and 
worthy  Charafter.  Tolar  Judged  Ifrael 
three  and  twenty  years.  He  kept  his  Court  at 
Shamir  on  Mount  Ephraim  where  Tolar  died, 
and  they  buried  him  in  the  City  of  Shamir  5 
during  the  life-time  of  this  Judge,  we  do  not 
read  of  any  enemies  oppreffing  the  Ifraelites. 

Jair    the    Gileadite,    a   wealthy  man  of  that 

•      Tolar  the  Seventh  Judge.    Jair  the  Eighth. 
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part  of  the  Tribe  of  Manaffefa,  which  dwelt 
pn  the  other  fide  Jordan,  was  next  invefted 
with  the  Government,  after  the  death  of  Tolar, 
jair  poflefled  a  very  large  Territory  in  the  land 
of  Gilead,  in  which  were  no  lefs  than  thirty  Cities 
and  the  tra£l  of  Country  went  by  the  name  of  the 
Hamlets  of  Jain  This  Judge  had  thirty 
Sons,  to  each  of  which  he  allotted  one  of  his 
Cities  ;  and  in  order  to  fjiew  their  high 
ftile  of  Life,  pre-eminence,  and  grandeur,  the 
Text  adds: 

"  Each  of  the  Sons  of  Jair  rode  on  an  Afle'a 
''  Colt,'' 

A  diftinguiflied  Honour  in  thofe  days. 

Jair  judged  I  frael  two  and  twenty  years;  He 
then  died  and  was  buried  in  the  City  of  Camon. 

The  ingratitude  and  Idolatry  of  the  Ifraelite* 
yenewed  their  troubles  foon  after  the  death  of 
this  laft  Judge,  and  they  were  again  in  bondage 
and  fore  oppreffed  by  the  Philiftines  and  Ammon 
eighteen  years.  They  had  been  exprefsly  and 
repeatedly  forbid  to  make  fany  Alliance,  league^ 
or  covenant  with  their  idolatrous  neighbours; 
notwithftanding  which,  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Towns  and  Cities  they  had  taken,  were  only 
H^de    tributary;  they  held  intercourfe  with  them 


(    t^4    ) 

and  thus  violated  the  inftruaions  and  e5fprefifc 
commands  given  them,  and  now  fufFfered  Torely 
for  difobedienc«.  This  was  their  Fifth  Thral- 
dom Cnce  the  death  of  Jofliua,  To  ftop  the 
tapid  progrefs  and  flaughter  of  Ammon^^  who\vitlv 
their  foYmidaMe  Armies  had  already  pafTed  over 
Jordan  in  order  to  meet  the  unked  forces  of 
Judah  and  Benjamin,  and  tbofe  of  the  Houfe  of 
Ephraim.  The  Ifraelites,  terrified  and  alarmed, 
affembled  thcmfelves  ^t  Mizpeh,  their  place  of 
ivorfhip,  and  they  here  fell  on  their  faces,  and 
Imoft  devoutly  addreffed  themfelves  to  God : 

**  O  God  we  have  finned,  we  have  finified, 
^  we  have  forfaken  thee  our  God,  and  ferved 
V  BaaU 

God  was  angry  with  Ifrael,  and  moR  palheti-* 
tally  He  threatens,  reproves,  and  condefcend^ 
to  reafon  with  them : 

•*  Go  aiid  Cry  to  the  Gods,  ye  have  chofen^ 
let  them  deliver  you  in  time  of  trouble,** 

Ifrael  cried  out  the  more,  we  have  filmed,, 
l^e  have  finned ;  and  they  put  away  their 
ftrange  Gods,  and  again  and  again  right  ear^ 
neftly  cried  to  God,  and  He  beared  their  cry 
ftnd  compaffioriated  the  forrows  of  his  People. 
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On  account  of  their  obftinacy  and  Idolatry 
God  had  not  favoured  them  now,  as  on  former 
occafions,  by  elefting  them  a  Judge,  under  their 
very  pfeffing  grievances  and  neceflities^  the 
Jfraclitcs  with  the  enemy  at  their  gates  were 
compelled  to  look  out  for  a  General,  and  they 
fent  an  invitation  to  a  man  of  mighty  valour, 
Jcphthah  the  Gilcadite,  and  they  offered  him  the 
Command  of  all  the  Forces,  a^ud  the  Supreme 
Authority  and  Dignity  of  Judge.  Jephthah  waj^ 
at  that  time  Captain  and  Chief  of  a  Banditti^ 
principally  Aliens  and  Fugitives,  diftinguifhed 
for  their  courage  and  valour  ;  Jephthah  received 
their  meffage  with  diftruft,  and  refufed  all  their 
offers^  until  they  had  confinned  to  him  the 
Supreme  Authority  by  folemn  Oath,  and  fworc 
Allegiance.  Jephthah  then  came  forwaird,  and 
.put  himfelf  at  their  Heaci  He  dilpatched  a 
flag  of  Truce  to  Ammon.  The  Ammonites 
treated  his  propofals  with  fovereign  difdain. 
Ammon  was  bent  on  Conqneft.  The  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  is  now  faid  to  hav,e  come  on  Jephthah, 
?md  he  paffed  with  his  Army  over  Gilead  and 
Manaifeh,  and  over  Mizpeh,  and  from  Mizpeh-- 
Cilead  he  paffed  over  to  Ammon.  Jephthah 
had  levied  a  vaft  Army,  commanded  them  him- 
felf, and  encamped  in  full  front  of  the  Enemy.  In- 
timidated and  alarmed  Jephthah  in    fuperftitious 

fear 
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fear  vowed  a  foleinn  vow,  juft  at  tlie  moment  gf 
engaging :  if  God  would  blefs  him  and  make  him 
viflorious,  th^  fltft  living  thing  he  fliould  meet 
coming  out  of  his  houfe  on  his  return  homp,  he 
would  devoutly  offer  up  in  facrifice.     The  Am- 
monites were  totally  routed,  and  Ifrael  was  laden 
with  their  fpoils,  but  his  Daughter,  a  virgin  ex-^ 
quifitely  beautiful,  and  his   only  child,   proved 
the  unhappy  vi6lim  of  the   Fathers  rafh  and  in- 
confiderate  vow.     The  highly  welcome  news   of 
the  viftory  had  reached  her  ears,  to  grace  her 
Fathers  triumph,  in  joy  aud  extacy  fhe  ran  out, 
headed    a  company    of  maidens   elegantly    at- 
tired, and  with  timbrells  and  dances,  expreflive 
of  dutiful  refpeft  and  filial  joy  ;  while  they  were 
thus  tranfported  and  employed,  flie   proved  the 
innocent  but  unhappy  objeft,  on  which  Jephthah 
caft  his  eyes,  and  thereby  doomed  his  Daughter 
to  deflruftion. 

Jephthah  rent  his  cloaths,  and  with  the  livelieO: 
expreffions  of  forrow,  he  difclofed  bis  i^alhneft 
and  the  fatal  fecret ; 

^^  Alas,  alas  my  Daughter,  thou  haft  brought 
•^  me  very  low — thou  art  one  of  them,  that  trou- 
^*  bleth  me.  I  have  opened  my  mouth  to  the 
^'  Lord  and  cannot  go  back.'' 

His 
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His  amiable  Daughter  heard  it  patiently,  and 
mth  a  firm  compofure  dutifully  and  afFeSionately 
replied — 

**  O  my  leather  fince  the  Lord  has  taken  vengc- 
***anceon  thine  enemies,  even  on  Ammon,  do 
**  unto  me  according  to  all  thou  haft  vowed  J*  - 

His  daughter  only  requefted  a  refpite  of  t\v3 
months  to  retire  in  folitude  tp  the  mountains, 
together  with  her  maidens  andthere  bewail  her 
virginity,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  ihe  punc- 
tually returned  to  her  Father.  / 

Jephthah's  conduQ:  ftrongly  exhibits  the  religi- 
ous reverence  with  which  an  oath  was  then  ref- 
pefted,  and  how  he  confidered  himfelf  as  bound 
to  give  up  every  conlideration,  rather  than  vio- 
late the  folemn  engagement  he  had  made  witU 
God. 

It  was  ever  after  a  cuftom  in  Ifrael,  that  the 
Daughters  of  Ifrael,  went  yearly,  four  days  in  a 
year,  to  lament  for  the  daughter  of  Jephthah  the 
Gileadite  the  Ifraelitifli  Judge. 

Some  have  thought  that  (he  was  offered  up  as 
a  facrifice,  but  others  more  probably  that  his 
daughter  was  given  to  the  Lord  in  perpetuity,  as 

a  devoted 
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a  devoted  tiling,  and  fhe  confents  to  ttie  vow, 
not  to  he  flain  nor  to  be  a  burnt  offering,  but  ^ 
fcrvant  of  the  Tabernacle,  an  attendant  on  the 
High-Prieft  and  to  die  in  that  ftate.  The  Ifrae- 
iites  greateft  happinefs  was  in  their  children, 
every  woman  hoped  the  Mefliah  might  be  born  9? 
her,  and  hence  the  great  forrow,  difgrace  tn4 
mortification  of  being  childlefs. 

Jci^thah  rukd  Ifrael  fix  years.  He  died  at 
that  time  and  was  buried  in  one  of  the  Cities  of 
GileadL 

Ibfan  a  native  of  Bethlehem  was  the  tenth 
Judge  of  Ifrael.  This  Prince  had  fixty  fons  and 
daughters,  and  as  a  numerous  iffue  was  confider- 
ed  a  high  honour  and  a  peculiar  blefling  of  Pro*. 
vidence,this  Judge  was  greatly  bleffed.  He  lived 
tq  fee  them  all  fettled  and  married,  fo  that  ibfan 
had  an  hundred  and  twenty  fons  and  daughters,  and 
fons  and  daughters  in  law,  bej£des  grand-children. 

Ibfan  governed  Ifrael  feveh  years  and  wa> 
fiicceeded  by  Elon  of  the  tribe  of  Zebulan^ 

Eion  judged  Ifrael  ten  years  at  which  time  he 
ilied  and  was  buried  in  Aijalon  in.  his  own  Tribe* 

Ibfiin  Tenth  Judge*      Elon  Eleventh. 

Abdon 
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Abdon  fon  of  Hillel  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim 
was  twelfth  Judge  of  Ifrael,  and  after  poffefling 
thp  Dignity  eight  years,  He  died  and  left  forty 
fons  and  thirty  grandfons,  and  the  Seventy  all  of 
them  rode  on  Affes  Colts,  after  the  manjper  of  the 
great  and  wealthy  men  in  Ifrael,  for  in  the  fim- 
plicity  of  thofc  times,  affes  were  efteemed  a  very 
valuable  part  of  their  fubftance.  * 

Abdon  was  buried  ^n  Pirathon,  in  the  land 
of  Ephraim,  on  the  mount  of  the  Amalekites. 

At  the  time  of  Abdon's  death,  Eli,  a  younger 
branch  of  the  houfe  of  Aaron,  was  High-Prieft 
and  he  fucceeded  to  the  Dignity  of  Judge. 

Eli  was  the  firft  among  the  Ifraelites  who  joined, 
the  Supreme  Authority  and  Title  of  Judge  to  the 
High-Priefthood.  He  was  a  Prince  of  a  very 
cafy  and  mod  indolent  difpofition,  negleftful  of 
his  Government  and  very  remifs  in  his  Family. 
His  two  Sons  were  vicious,  haughty,  tyranical 
and  ambitious,  but  Eli  never  chofe  to  be  at  the. 
trouble  of  reproving  them ;  fuch  weak  indulgence 
proved  the  fed  fourc^  both  oCthe  Father's  ruin  and 
hisSom.  ' 

Abdon  TweKth  Judge.       Eli  Thirteenth. 
Vpu  L  A  at       ^  A  few 
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A  few  months  only  after  Eli  had  been  invefted  whti 
the  Government,  the  Ifraelites  again  Idolaters 
were  punifhed  for  their  ingratitude  and  impiety, 
and  in  bondage  again  to  the  Philiitines.  This  was 
Ifraels  fixth  Thraldbnv  InfufFerable  were  their* 
hardfhips  and  oppreflion,  but  the  fad  fevcrity 
proved  <he  means  of  bringing  them  back  to  their 
duty,  and  of  reclaiming  them,  moft  earneftly  they 
addreffed  themfelves  in  prayer,  and  God  now 
raifed  up  for  Ifrael  a  moft  wonderful  Champion 
and  Deliverer.  An  Angel  appeared  to  his  Mo- 
ther, who  was  then  an  old  woman  and  always  re- 
puted tohavebeen  barren,  and  afterwards  the  fame 
Angel  appeared  to  Monoah  the  Father,  and  foretold 
the  birth  of  Sampfon  to  them  both.  The  Angel 
laid  2^  ftrift  prohibition  on  the  Mother,  and  it  was 
to  extend  to  the  Son.  Monoah  was  of  the  tribe 
of  Dan  and  his  Fathers  name  was  Zorab.  The 
younger  part  ofSampfon's  life  is  unnoticed,  we  hear 
nothing  of  him  until  he  fet  out  on  a  journey  to 
Timnah,  a  city  in  his  own  tribe,  but  now  in'  the 
hands  of  the  Philiftines,  Sampfon  met  in  his  way 
a  young  Lion  roaring  for  his,  prey,  and  his  en^ 
counter  with  him,  gave  Sampfon  a  pleafing  proof 
of  his  amazing  ftrength,  for  though  unarmed  he 
killed  the  Lion  and  flung  its  carcafe  into  a  hollow 
on  the  road  fide,  fome  months  after  paffing  that 

Eli  and  Sampfon,  Judges, 

road 


(    i7»    ) 

road  again,  a.  hive  of  bees  had  taken  poffeffion  of 
the  carcafs,  and  it  contained  much  honey. 
While  at  the  City  of  Timnah^  Sampfon  fell  in 
love  with  a  Philiftine  damfel,  and  as  foon  as  he 
returned  home,  he  named  his  attachment  to  his 
Parents,  and  he  faid,  - 

*^'  I  pray  you  get  her  me  to  wife," 

.1 
The  requeft  furprifed  both  Father  and  Mother, 

and  they  faid, 

*^  Is  there  no  women  among  the  Daughters  of 
'*  thy  Brethren  that  you  chufe  a  wife  from  among 
''  the  Philiftines  ?'* 

Sampfon  pleaded  his  ftrong  attachment,  nay 
Father,  this  Woman  pleafeth  me  well,  I  pray  you 
get  her  me.  The  Sons  importunity  at  length  pre- 
vailed, after  feveral  meetings  between  the  fami- 
lies, Sampfon  married  her.  At  the  celebration  of 
his  Nuptials,  after  the  fafhion  of  the  time$,.a 
train  of  no  lefs  than  thirty  young  men  were  affem-** 
bled  every  day  in  high  feftivity,  and  the  principal 
Bridefman  was  called  the  Bridegi;ooms  friend,  in 
their  jollity  and  merriment,  as  a  trial  of  fagacity,a 
riddle  was  propofed,  and  it  was  then  a  very  ufual 
mode  of  laying  a  wager.  Each  of  the  company 
prefent  Ihould  give  Sampfon  a  fhirt  and  a  fuit  of 

A  a  «  raiment 
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taJlhent^  if  th^  could  not  unravel  his  riddle,  bmj 
in  cafe  they  did,  each  was  to  receive  the  fame  S^j^ 
feit  from  the  bridegroom. 

Sampfon's  riddle  was,  ; 

^y  Food  came  from  the  devourer^  and  fweetnefs' 
from  that  which  is  eager  and  fharp/' 

The  Bride  kept  worrying  Sampfon  night  and- 
day  for  feven  days  and  feven  nights  (the  time  thefc 
fcftivals  lafted)  for  an  explanation,  and  at  length 
tired  to  death  with  her  never-ceafing  importunity 
Sampfon  told  it  his  wife,  amj  Ihe  terrified  to  death  ^ 
revealed  the  fecret  to  her  Countrymeri,  who  had 
pofitivcly  declared  they  w^ould  burn  her  alive  and 
all  her  Fathers  houfe,  in  cafe  fhe  could  not  get 

her  huftand  to  unravel  his  Riddle^ 

.1. 
The  laft  day  of  the  Feaft  Sampfon  afked  for  an 
explanation,  and  the  young  men  anfwered,- 

'^  What  is  flronger  than  a  Lion? what  is  fweet-^ 
**  cr  than  honey  ?"  _, 

Saijipfon  told  thfem  inftantly  whence  they  ac-I* 
quired  their   knowledge,  and  in  order  to  mafe^ 
good  his  promife  and   pay  his  wager,.  Sampfon'- 
fet  out  and  went  to  Afhkelon,  a  city  at  fome  dif- 
taqce,  but  not  far  from  Jerufalem,  and  He  therd 
flew  thirty  of  the' Philiftines,  and  delivered  up  to 

the 


(   ^7S  i) 

tbfrAifty  young  men,  the  thirty- changes  of  4r^* 
m^t,  fhirts  and  alL 

$oB)€  time  after  availinghimfelf  of  Sampfons  a&. 
fence  from  Timnah,  his  Father-in-law,  who  paid  no 
regard  to  principle  or  honour,  difpofed  againof  his 
dauber,  and  married  her  to  another  man.  Samp^ 
fonpaffionately  furious,  ftudying  only  his  revenge^ 
fet  out  and  caught  a  number  of  young  foxes, 
with  which  that  country  was  fbrely  infefted,  and, 
tying  feveral  of  them  together  by  the  tails  and 
firebrands  flaming  between  them,  he  drove  three 
hundred  of  them  among  the  (landing cor njufl;  now 
ri^e  for  harveft,  ahd  others  he  turned  into  the 
Vineyards,  and  Oliv^  grounds,  and  deftroyed  the 
produce  of  their  lands.  The  inhabitants  were- 
all  in  an  uproar,  and  fufpefting  the  Father  to  be  . 
the  aggretfor,  they  burnt  down  his  houfe  to  the 
ground  and  every  thing  belonging  to  him. 

Judah  was  at  this  time  tributary  and  under  th^ 
PhiliRine  yoke,  the  Ifraelites  dreading  the  confe- 
Ipieoces^  were  fore  affraid,  and  ftood  expeQing 
every  moment  the  wrath  and  vengeance  of  their 
If  afters.  Sampfon  in  order  to  conceal  himfelf  had 
gone  up  to  £tam,  and  climbed  afteep  rock  to  getout 
of  their  reach.  The  Ifraelites  no  lefs  than  three 
thoufand  of  them  followed  him,  and  there  repre- 
renting  ih^ir  danger,  made  a  league  with  Sampfon^ 

expoftulated 
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expoftulated  with  him,  and  brought  him  bound 
hand  and  foot  to  a  City  of  the  Philiftines,  and  led 
him  before  the  Magiftrates.  The  Philiftines  over, 
joyed  fliouted  aloud  at  the  fight  of  Sampfon,  but  he 
fnapping  his  cords  afunder,  and  feeing  on  the 
ground  the  jaw  bone  of  an  Afs,  he  took  it  up  and 
Hew  with  it  one  thoufand  of  the  Philiftines.  Thus 
literally  fullfiUing  a  prediction, 

"  One  man  of  you  fhall  chafe  a  thoufand/* 

*  Not  very  long  after  this  flaughter,  as  he  was 
walking  in  the  ftreets  of  Gaza,  the  Gazites  feeing 
him  in  their  City,  fliut  up  their  gates,  fet  a  ftrong 
guard,  ordered  a  double  watch  and  Sampfon  to 
be  fecufed,  but  Sampfon  rifing  at  midnight  un-. 
hinged  and  unbolted  the  maffy  gates  of  Gaza, 
and  took  pofts  and  gates  and  bars  and  carried  them 
off  on  his  fhoulders  mounting  the  hill  towards 
Plebron. 

By  the  infinuating  Arts,  intrigues,  and  con,- 
trivances  of  Delilah  his  miftrefs, » Sampfon  was  a^ 
length  worried  out  of  his  fecrct  and  bereaved  ot 
his  ftrength,  he  confeffed  to  her  truly  (but  not  un- 
til he  had  attempted  many  evafions)  it  was 
connefted  with  the  hair  of  his  head,  and  while  he 
was  confidentially  fleeping  in  her  lap,    Ihe  with 

a  pair  of  fciffors  cut  it  clofe  off,  and  accepted  of. 

the 
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the  Magiftrates  for  her  perfidy,  a  bribe  of  eleven 
hundred  pieces  of  Silver. 

Upon  an  Event  To  deftruftive  to  his  fafety^ 
and  to  all  further  refiftance,  Sampfon  became"  ah 
eafy  Capture  to  his  Enemies,  and  the  Magiftrates 
inftantly  ordered  both  his  Eyesf  to  be  ftrtfck  otitj 
heavy  fetters  of  brafs  to  be  faftcned  onhiiyi,  aifd 
employed  him  as  a  Grinder  in  the  Prifon-houfe. 

At  a  grand  Jubilee  when  all  their  Princess  apd 
the  Philiftine  Nobility,  together  With  many  thoii- 
fands  were  met  together  on  a  fpacious  *i)d  rafoft; 
magnificent  Amphitheatre,  celebrating  a  high  Fef- 
tival  in  honour  of  their  Gods,  in  their  Jollity  and 
merriment,  they  fent  to  the   Prifpn-houfe  and 
ordered  forth  blind  Sampfon,  once  fo  iquch  their 
dread,    now  their  fport  and  derifion.     His  hair 
was  much   grown,   and  with    it    he    found  his 
ftr^ngth  feturning.     Sampfon  fo  contrived  as  to 
be  led  near  the  center  of  the  bttildirtgi  and  urf- 
derneath  it,  then  fixing  himfelf  round  two  of  it^' 
.  rtiain  Pillara,  He   pulled  this  immence  pile  df  * 
building  on  himfelf  and  buried  their  Princes  a^d 
all  their  Nobles  and  many  thoufands  in  its  ruins. 

Sa  fpacious  is  faid  to  have  been  this  amazing 
Theatre  that  no  lefs  than  three  thoufand  were 
Handing  on  the  top  of  it, 

Sampfon*^ 
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m's  Brethren  and  all  the  houfc  of  hrs 
FadMr  came  down  and  dug  his  Body  from  out 
the  niins^  and  brought  it  up  and  buried  it  be- 
tween Zorah  and  Eftaol,  in  the  burying  place 
of  Maaoah  his  Father* 

Sanqpfon  was  Judge  of  Ifrael  twenty  years  with 
£li  the  High-Prieft,  fliaring  together  with  him 
the  GovermneBt,  and  Eli  carried  it  on  twenty 
yemts  more  after  the  Death  of  this  very  won- 
derful Ckamj^on.  We  read  with  furprize  the 
Ingratitude  of  the  Ifraelites,  and  that  they  did  not 
Ihakeoff  theirlhameful  yoke  under  this  Illuftrious 
Banite^  but  ftill  more  that  they  fliould  bind  their 
Judge  and  Avenger,  and  treacherotifly  give  hita 
up  to  iheir  Tyrants  and  Opprc'ffors,  as  if  he 
had  been  the  betrayer  and  not  the  Guardian  and 
Deliverer  of  his  Country. 

The  appearahce  of  an  Angel,  more  than  once, 
to  notify  the  birth  of  Sampfon,  and  give  direc^^ 
lions  to  his  Father  and  Mother  refpeQing  him  ; 
the  Angels  afcent,  fo  vifible,  in  a  bright  flame  of 
fire ;  the  early  proofs  of  amazing  ftrength  ;    the 
celebration  of  Samfon's  wedding ;    his  faoipw ; 
Riddle  fo  artfully  blinded;  his  aftonifliing  feats; 
the  bloody  flaughter  of  the  Philiftines,  and  fatal 
DeftruSion  of  them  at  his  Death,  are  all  a  curious 
train  of  Anecdotes  very  intcrcfting  and  wonder- 
ful. 
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f  ul,  an4  they  fell  out  about  the  yeiat  of  the  WoM 
2887.  -..; 

Saiiipfon  proved  a  fever6  fcourge  ami  t  power- 
ful check  to  the  pride  of  the   Philiftines,  ififtih^ 
guiflied  for  his  patriotifm,    courage  and  ftrengA 
of  body,  and  God  chpfe  to  annex  this  laff  tohts 
hair,  and  make  the  continuance  of  the  one  de- 
pendent on  the  prefervation  of  the  other,  beings 
the  mark  of  his  confecration  as  a  Nazarite.     Wc 
muft  ferioufly  condemn  Sampfon's  blind  confi*^. 
dence  and  criminal  infatuation,  and  lament  tW 
want  of  dignity  and  fad  diftraftipn  during  h» 
Government,  and  the  unprecedented  flaughter  at 
his  death. 

Some  of  the  Judges  are  honourably  fpoken  of 
by  the  Apoftle  Paul :  ^*  The  time  would  fail  me 
to  tell  of  Gideon  and  of  Barak  and  of  Sampfon 
and  of  Jephthah,  of  David  alio  and  of  Samuel, 
who  through  Faith  fubdued  Kingdoms,. wrought 
R^ightepufnefs,  obtained  Promifes,  flopped  th^ 
^puth  of  Lions,  waxed  Valiant  in  fight^  and 
turned  JLo  flight  the  armies  of  Aliens.*'  1 

fittween  die  reigns  6f  their  Judges  the  Ifraelite* 
at  titoes^' utterly  Abandoned  the  worlhip  of  Gbd> 
lived  without  Gpvernment  without  Law.  "Such 
waiu.  of  Authority  favoured  the  perpetration  of 

VoU  I,  B  b  fome 
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Ibme  of  the  blackeft^  moft  odious  and  horrible 
tranfaBions,  the  Idolatry  of  Micah  and  ftrange 
intercommunity  of  his  Religion,  the  invafion  of 
the  Danites,  diftrefsful  bafe  atid  cruel  murders, 
the  enormous  crimes  of  the  Ifraelites  and  the  Ben- 
jamites  in  particular,  which  are  here  moft  tragi- 
cally and  difgracefuUy  recorded. 

After  the  death  of  Sampfon,  Eli  maintained  the 
Supreme  Authority  alone,  indolent  in  his  Go- 
vernment and  remifs  in  his  Family,  his  conduft 
was  fadly  defeftive,  but  He  ftill  maintained  the 
Title  of  Judge  together  with  the  Dignity  of  the 
High-Priefthood  twenty  years  longer,  and  his 
People  were  the  whole  time  tributary  and  under 
bondage  to  the  Philiftines. 

At  this  time  the  Ifraelites  made  a  Ipirited 
ftruggle  for  their  Liberty — a  bloody  battle  was 
fought,  the  Ark  of  God  was  ran  away  with  by 
the  Philiftine  army.  Eli  in  great  diftrefs  feated 
himfelf  atthe  City-gate  to  hear  the  earlieft  news 
of  the  engagement,  it  was  here  told  him,  the  bat- 
tle was  loft,  his  two  Sons  both  of  them  (lain,  and 
the  Ark  of  God  carried  oflF  in  triumph;  oh  hear- 
ing this  laft  the  good  old  man  was  ftruck  dumb, 
became  quite  fenfelefs,  fell  from  off  hU  fcatj 
broke  his  neck  and  died  ioftantly.    ' 

*  The 
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The  reigns  of  the  Judges  together  with  the  in^ 
tervening  years  of  flavcry  and  bondage  (during 
which  time  they  were  almoft  without  Government,) 
make  up  a  period  of  three  hundred  and  feventeen 
years.  From  the  year  of  the  World  2612  to 
2929. 

The  book  is  thought  to  have  been  wrote  by 
Samuel^  in  Ramoth-Gilead,  after  he  had  refigfcd 
up  his  Government  to  Saul. 

The  Ifraelites  invefted  their  Judges  with  the 
Supreme  Authority  under  certain  reftriftions  and 
without  the  enfigns  of  royalty.  Many  of  them 
were  elefted  by  the  People  on  the  performance 
of  fome  fignal  exploits,,  and  their  Government 
continued  for  life. 

The  book  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the  firft 
(ending  at  the  Sixteenth  Chapter)  contains  an  ac- 
count of  the  Judges  from  Othniel  to  Sampfon— 
the  fecond  part  records  the  hiftory  of  fonr.e  occur- 
rences which  fell  out  not  long  after  the  death  of 
Jolhua,  but  they  are  placed  at  the  end  of  th# 
book,  in  order  that  they  might  not  interrupt  the 
courfe  of  the  hiftory. 

The  lives  of  the  two  laft  Judges,  Eli  and  Sa/'i- 
Uel  is  the  fubje6t  of  a  lubfeqnentl^ook^ 

^  Bba  The 
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The  period  here  recorded  muft  have  ftruck  you 
with  a  ftrange  viciffitude  of  unprecedented  events, 
many  illuftrious  exploits,  glaring  and  miraculous 
proofs  of  Divine  Agency  confpicuoufly  difplaying 
thejuftice^  Mercy,  and  condefcention  of  God. 
Some  mixed  charaClcrs.  and  very  many  anions 
reprchenfible. 

The  book  furnifhes  a  lively  defcription  of  a 
fluctuating  and  unfettled  Nation,  a  Republic  at 
times  without  Magiftracy,  full  of  danger  and  dif. 
tn€t\on^  Few  Prophets  inftru£led  or  controuled 
them»  *•  the  high^ways  were  un-occupied,  the  tra- 
<^  vellers  walked  through  bye-ways,  and  the  book 
^*  concludes,  in  thpfe  days  there  was  no  King  in 
^^  Ifrael,  every  man  did  that  which  was  right  in  his 
**  own  eyes/* 

After  the  death  of  Eli  an  inter-regnum  took 
place,  in  which  the  Ifraelites  had  no  civil  Magif- 
trate  at  all  for  twenty  years  and  feven  months,  at 
which  time,  Samuel  the  Prophet  that  amiable  and 
highly  exalted  charafter  took  upon  himfelf  the 
Government,  by  his  prudence  and  exertion  He 
refcued  Ifrael  from  flavery  and  aflBamed  the  Title 
of  Judge.  With  affiduity  and  irreproachable 
integrity,  Samuel  maintained  the  Djgnity  twenty 

Samuel  Fourteenth  Judge^ 
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vears,  at  which  time  the  People  demanded  a  King^ 
th^  Government  became  Monarchical,  and  Sam* 
uel,  without  one  fpark  of  aftibition  refigned  up  his 
Authority  to  Saul. 
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THE  Book  of  Ruth  contains  a  priv2[te  and 
domeftic    Hiftory    of   two    very   amiable 
Women,  and  takes  its  Name  from  one  of  them. 

The  Events  probably  fell  out  much  earlier, 
but  are  here  recorded  to  preferve  the  thread  of 
the  Hiftory,  between  the  book  of  Judges  and 
the  firft  book  of  Samuel,  and  alfo  with  more 
cxaftnefs  and  precifion  to  afcertain  the  Pedigree 
of  the  Meifiah. 

Obed  the  Son  of  Boaz,  was  the  Father  of 
Jeffe,  the  Father  of  David.  The  Hiftory  is  ^ 
beautiful  unadorned  pifture  of  Nature,  affed-. 

ingly- 
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ingly  told,  with  npiany  maftcrly  ftrokes,  highly 
interefting  and  entertaining :  A  celebrated  Poet 
has  fliewn  great  judgment,  and  afforded  much 
pleafure  by  the  choice  of  the  fubjeS:,  and  his 
very  elegant  manner  of  telling  the  ftory. 

Naomi  a  Widow  in  a  ftrange  Country,  to 
which  fhe  had  been  driven  by  a  famine  in  her 
own,  refolved  on  her  return  to  Bethlehem,  to 
her  native  Town  and  Kindred,  and  flie  fetout 
on  her  journey,  accompanied  by  her  two 
daughters-in-law,  who  now  were  alfo  Widows, 
and  very  defirous  of  going  with  her. 

Naomi  was  quite  diftreffed  th)ey  fhould  leave 
all  their  friends  and  their  Father's  houfe,  and 
flie  pathetically  diffuades  and  preffes  them  to 
return  back,  ftrongly  and  affeClionately  pleading 
the  proipeft  before  them  of  marrying  again,  and 
as  they  were  both  y^oung,  of  fettling  in  their  own 
Country ;  fuch  fettlement  fhe  reprefented  much 
more  unlikely  to  take  place  in  her's,  and  amongft 
any  of  her  kindred  there;  as  to  herfelf,  they 
well  knew  Ihe  had  no  more  Sons  to  give  them, 
nor  even  a  hut  however  uncheary  and  forlorn 
to  accommodate  them  at  Bethlehem. 

Naomi's  importunity  at  length  prevailed  with 
one,  ihc  pifture  of  poverty  was  too  dark  and 

dleplora.blc 
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deplorable  foy  Orpah,  and  fhe  in  a  flood  of  tears 
hung  on  lier  Mother-in-law,  took  an  aflPeaing 
leave  and  turned  back  to  Moab.  No  reafoning, 
arguments  or  remonftrance,  no  perfuafion  whau 
ever  could  prevail  with  Ruth;  with  tears  arid 
uitreaties  irrefiftibly  expreffive,  Ihc  clung  rojtind 
Naomi— ^eath  only  Ihould  ever  part  tiiem,  the 
God  of  Naomi  Ihould  be  the  God  of  Ruth  for 
ever  and  for  ever —  "Whither  thou  goeft  I 
will  go-^-where  thou  lodged  I  will  lodge--*tliy 
People,  my  People  —  thy  God,  my  GtxL** 
Naomi  kept  fruitlefsly  exhibiting  the  many  wants 
and  miferies  they  fliould  be  expofed  to,  and  againft 
which  there  was  no  providing,  and  in  vain  Ihe 
pointed  out  the  prudent  example  of  Orpah;  Tbu« 
affeftionately  they  journeyed  day  aifter  daf  umil 
they  arrived  at  Bethlehem.  It  was  the  place  of 
Naomi*s  nativity,  and  (he  had  long  laved  in  pleat/ 
and  hofpitality  there.  The  people,  and  many  who 
remembered  her,  came  out  to  fee  Naomi-— alto, 
is  this  Naomi?  the  wife  of  Elimelech,  who  liveci 
in  fuch  plenty  and  (hew«--4luth  tender  and  pitec^ui 
feels  all  the  diftrels  of  her  mother— K)ur  conveoi* 
ences  (fays  ihe}  muft  depend  on  our£blves<'<M>ur 
daily  bread  be  earned  from  our  daily  laboui!'-*-* 
it  is  the  beginning  of  Harveft,  you  Mother,,  are 
weary  and  overcome  by  your  Sorrows — I  am 
able  to  go   and  gather  what   I    can  from  the 

Field. 
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fieldL  A  KinfmaD  of  Elimeleck  a  mighty  man  o£ 
vealth  named  Boaz,  as  he  farmed  his  own  lands^ 
was  watching  the  reapers,  feeing  the  Damfel^  he 
enquired  who  file  was^  and  they  told  him  a  Moa-< 
biters  who  had  journeyed  fromMoab  with  Naomi, 
fhe  had  begged  leave  of  them  to  gather,  and  gteaa 
from  the  reapers,  and  (fay  they)  flie  has  been  with 
us  all  day:  hearing  all  this  Boaz  goes  up  to  her 
and  told  her,  he  had  noticed  her  dutiful  attends 
ance,  and  affeSionate  care  of  her  Mother-inJaw, 
and  defired  her  henceforward  to  keep  always^  in 
company  with  his  maidens — 

*\X}q  not  I  chargp.yo^to^Ieap,?^ny  other  fields, 
«  neither  go  ye  from  l^enQe,  abicje  faft  by  my 
«  ma^idens,,  I  have  ordered  ipy  youpg  men,  nope 
*S  of  them  to  moleft  you,  when  thirfty  go  to  the 
«  veflcls>  and  drink  of  that  which  the  young  men 
«  have  drawn/* 

With  filent  fweetM&^nd  modefty^  Ruth  g^ate* 

'l^lly  ajt^epted  the  kindnefs,  and  courtefy  of  Boaz^ 

-iiehjid  now  ah  opportunity  of  feeing  her  perfon, 

«litid  being  ftruch  by  her  behaviour,  Boaz  further  , 

t6\d  her^  he  Underftodd  fhe  was  come  ber«  a^firan- 

gefr,  and  lar  from  her  own  countj:y^  that  fhp  had 

pioiifly  refolycd  to  place  berfelf  under  the  protep^ 

tioifi^iid  guidance  pf  the  Gojd  of  Ift'aeli  he  com- 

mepded  her  condud:,  folemnly  he  prayed  God  to 

V«L*  I.  C  c  blefe 
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.  blefs  her,  and  reward  a  difpofition  fo  dutiful  and 
praife-worthy.  Boaz  on  meeting  her  again,  be 
bid  her  confider  herfelf  as  one  of  his  People,  to 
cat  of  the  bread  and  dip  her  morfel  in  the  vinegar 
at  meal-times,  and  fit  chearfully  befide  the  rea- 
perS|  and  he  reached  her  himfelf  parched  corn  and 
flie  eat,  and  was  fatisfied,  and  left.  After  this  he 
Admitted  her  to  glean  among  the  flieaves,  and 
commanded  his  reapers  purpofely  to  let  fall 
fome  handsful,  that  fhe  might  pick  up.  Ruth 
was  now  able  to  carry  home  no  lefs  than  an 
Ephah  of  barley;  full  of  joy  and  tender  affec- 
tion (he  brought  it  home  to  Naomi,  told  her  of 
all  the  great  kindnefs  and  humanity  fhe  had  re- 
ceived, and  the  name  of  my  Benefador  (fays  fhe) 
was  Boaz— Naomi  exclaimed  in  a  tranfport, 

"  The  man  is  near  akin  to  us,  my  beloved 
^'  Ruth/' 

During  both  the  barley^  and  the  wheat  harvefl, 
Ruth  continued  to  follow  after  the  reapers  all 
day,  and  every  evening  carried  home  her  glean- 
ings, and  returned  to  Naomi.  Affiduoufly 
thoughtful,  the  Mother  was  wilhing  and  contriv- 
ing how  flie  might  befl  reward  the  tender  and  du- 
tiful affeftion  of  Ruth,  and  at  length  Ihe  wifely 
laid  a  plan  to  engage  her  Kinfman  to  marry  her, 

and  moft  happily  fucceeded. 

The 
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The  ftory  pleafingly  concludes  with  the  mar- 
riage of  Boaz  to  Ruth,  and  fhe  bore  him  a  fon 
named  Obed,  and  he  was  the  Father  of  Jeffe,  the 
Fatlier  of  David. 

Naomi  was  invited  to  Uve  with  Boaz  and  her 
Daughter-in-law,  and  Ihe  became  an  afFeftionate 
nurfe  to  her  Son. 

A  Pifture  of  Nature  furely  in  its  higheft  re- 
finement— Naomi  and  Ruth  are  all  tendernefs  and 
friendfhip,  and  affords  us  an  evident  proof  that 
no  difference  of  fentiment  or  age,  can  overbear 
the  flrong  impulfe  of  kindred  affeftion. 

Ruth  clave  to  Naomi,  her  foul  was  knit  to  the 
foul  of  her  Mother-inJaw,  the  mifery  of  want, 
no  difference  in  religion,  nor  the  profpeQ:  of 
living  in  a  country  flrange  to  her,  nor  the  exam- 
ple of  her  Sifter,  could  induce  Ruth  to  forfake  this 
tender  friend  of  her  heart. 

Can  language  more  ftrongly  exprefs  affeftionate 
regard  ?  can  friendship  be  more  happily  exempli- 
fied, or  more  pleafingly  rewarded? 
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A  PLEASING  digreffion  of  family  Anecdotes 
have  a  little  interrupted  the  Jewilh  Hiftorj, 
but  they  were  intended  to  fettle  a  very  impor- 
tarft  Genealogy,  afterwards  diftinguifhingly  glo- 
rious. 

A  Prophet  now,  the  wifeft  and  beft  of  men 
rcfumes  the  Hiftory,  defcribes  the  Events  in  a 
highly  pleafing  manner,  and  illuftrates  his  charac-* 
tcrs  with  beautiful  fimplicity  and  elegance.  Sa- 
muel appeared  a  Prophet,  when  the  fpirit  of  Pro- 
phecy 
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Iphecy  was  little  known,  and  he  was  called  a  Seer» 
but  fo  confpicuous  were  his  talents,  and  fo  ex- 
emplary his  life*  that  "  all  Ifrael  from  Dan  to 
*<  Beeriheba(the  two  extremities  of  the  Kingdojon) 
^  knew  Samuel  to  be  a  Ptophet  of  the  Lord/' 

The  firft  book  contains  a  fpace  of  near  a  cen- 
tury  reckoning  from  the  birth  of  Samuel,  to  the 
death  of  Saul  in  the  year  2948,  as  Samuel  died  at 
the  age  of  ninety^eight*  and  Saul  about  two  years 
after  him. 

The  two  books  give  the  concluding  hiftoryof 
the  two  laft  Judges  Eli  and  Samuel*  and  the 
Reigns  of  the  two  iirft  Kings,  Saul  and  David,  to- 
gether with  the  IHe  and  fsital  ^nd  of  I&bo&eth. 

During  the  inter-regnum  and  ceflation  of  all  or- 
der and  government  which  fell  out  upon  the  death 
of  £li,  ths  Ifraelites  were  forely  harrafled  by  the 
Philiftines,  a  tyranny  and  perfecution  which 
grew  more  and  more  oppreflive  and  infu£Ferablc» 
Samuel  the  Prophet  became  their  Deliverer^  He 
ififued  out  a  proclamation^  blew  the  trumpet  for 
war,  and  affcmbled  all  Ifrael  at  Mizpeh  their 
conftant  place  of  Worfliip.  Samuel  ind  all  Ae 
People  here  kept  a  fol^mn  moft  religidtii  faft,  knd 
while  he  was  making  ready  his  facrifide;  after  Me 
had  killed  a  fucking  lamb,  arid  Was  ^rc^%  io 

offer 
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offer  it  up^.upon  the  Altar  for  a  burjit-offei^ng^ 
the  Philiftines^  jealous  and  enraged  at  their  meeu 
ing,.  inarched  out  in  battle  array  with  anuflieroui 
Hoft  and  encamped  within  fight  of  tfie  Ifraelitcsj 
while  in  high  confter nation  and  forely  intimidated 
Ifrael  ftood  viewing  this  immenfe  multitude,  i 
Violent  tempeft  with  thunder,  lightning  and  haSi 
j^bureddown  from  Heaven  and  deftroyed  the  Phi^ 
hftine  Hoft,  Camp  and  People  were  all  fmitten,; 
and  thrown  into  the  utmoft  horror  and  diftra6lioA« 
Ifrael  thus  infpirited  fell  fiercely  on  them  as  they 
fled,  and  purfued  the  Philiftines  evep  to  thelc^ 
own  Cities,  the  very  gates  of  Bethcar  and  Gath^ 

On  this  Divine  interpofition  a.nd  gtorioui  fuc- 
cefs,  the  Ifraelites  invefted  Samuel  with  the  Stt-^ 
pretne  Authority,  and  proclaime4  him  Judg^ 
over  Ifrael,  By  this  total  overthrow  Samudf 
rcfcued  hisi  country  from  the  Philiftine  yoke,  ani 
put  An  end  to  a  tyranny  and  fervitude  whtch 
had  iaftedmorethan  forty  years.  The  Philiftifiei 
came  no  more  into  the  boundaries  and  coafts  of 
ifrael,  but  reftored  them  all  the  Cities  they  hadP 
taken,  from  Ekron  even  unto  Gath.     Fdacewas 

i;^0)y,qflabliftM2dalfp  with.,  the  AmorUcs, 

■■'■■■■  \ '  '    .  ■  • 

;  ^Samuel  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  this  vety 

%nai;  interpofition    and   glorious  X) eUvcrance 

^VoU  I^  0d  cre^^e4 
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erected  on  the  field  of  battle^  a  iBonument  of  ftone^ 
inftribing  it 

«  The  Stone  of  Help.*' 

Samuel  was  a  child  granted  to  the  devout  and  very 
fervent  prayers  of  his  Mother,  on  which  accouat 
by  a  molt  folemn  vow,  Hannah  dedicated  her  foo. 
from  his  earlieft  life  to  God,  and  (he  brou^t 
iiim  to  the  Altar,  and  entered  him  fiito  its  fer- 
vice  when  he  was  only  three  years  old;  as  he 
grew  up  ht  miniftered  to  the  High-Prieft  in  the 
Holy  Functions,  girded  round  with  a  linen  £phod 
a  loofe  upper  Garment  wore  by  the  Priefts,  and 
lie  was  firft  employed  to  open  and  fhut  the  doors 
of  the  Tabernacle.  Very  early  indeed  Samuel 
received  bis  firft  dire£lions  and  manifeftation 
fifom  God,  and  it  refpefted  the  houfe  of  Eli  and 
Judgment  againft  him,  '*his  Sons  had  made  thesu* 
^*  fclves  vile,  and  Eli  reftrained  them  not/*.  A 
very  fignal  difplay  and  intimation  of  God's  reproof 
and  intentions  were  told  by  the  child  to  Eli,  and 
the  High-Prieft  mildly  replied.  "  It  is  the  Lord 
^  let  Him  do  what  fecmeth  him  good/' 

Samuel's  refidence  was  at  Ramah,  from  whence 
He  made  a  yearly  Circuit  to  Bethel,  and  Giigal^ 
and  Mizpeh^  and  judged  Ifrael  in  all  their  Cities^ 
By  a  wife  and  diligent  Admiciiftration  He  reftored 

'the 
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the  purity  of  their  religious  worfhip,  maintained 
o?der,  peace  and  fubordination,  advancing  his 
People  to  wealth  honour  and  refpeftability. 

Samuel  with  dignity  maintained  his  Govern- 
ment over  Ifrael  twenty  years,  at  which  time^> 
though  they  were  t-hus  diftinguifhingly  profpered 
and  bleffed  by  his  unwearied  affiduity,  his  pipus 
.  and  amiable  example,^ the  People  became  cor- 
rupt and  debauched,  pride  and  ambition  fewe^d 
its  rancorus  feed  among  all  ranks,  attrafted  by 
the  falfe  glare,  and  Pageanty  of  a  Court  the  m^ 
ny  lucrative  places  in  the  Houfe-hold  or  the  State^ 
naturally  fond  pf  change  and  eager  in  the  purjuij 
of  diftinftion  and  honours,  the  People  tumultuoulj* 
ly  affcmbled  at  Ramah  and  demanded  of  SamueJ 
to  eleft  them  a  King;  in  order  to  relieve  himfel^, 
Samuel  had  placed  Joel  g.nd  Abiah,  his  two  Sons.i 
at  Beerflieba,  the  extremity  of  his  Kingdom^  to 
adminifter  Juftice  and  be  his  reprefentative,  the 
People  alledged  againft  his  Sons,  that  they  were, 
corrupt  and  had  accepted  a  bribed  the  Elders  and 
Rulers  availing  themfelves  of  this  report  com- 
plained loudly  of  their  bafenefs  and  mifcondufl; 
crying  out  Joel  and  Abiah  fliall  never  fucceed  to 
the  Government,  we  will  have  a  King,  your  Sons 
ire  unworthy  to  rule  over  u^. 

Samuel 
Pa 
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'  "Samttel  wai  much  dilirefled  and  angry  at  their 
ytfitji  ric  wifely  reprefentcd  to  them,  the  diiad- 
vantages  and  fuffcrings  they  were  about  to  incur. 
;!tlid  Monarch^  of  the  Eaft  were  always  arbitrary, 
defpotic  and  tyrannical,  Samuel  painted  in  gla* 
fing  colours  the  ambition  and  high  exercife  Otf 
their  Authority, 

.  *'  He  will  take  your  Sons  to  drive  his  chari^ 
^'  ots^  andbehi^  horfemen,  and  fome  fliall  run 
^  before  him.  Captains  Ihall  prefide  over  thour 
^  fands,  and  Captains  over  fifties.  Ye  fhall .  ear 
^  his  ground,  and  reap  his  harveftj  and  make  his 
V  fpcars  and  build  his  chariots.  Your  Daughters 
:**  he  will  take  to  be  his  fervants,  to  cook  his.paeayt 
'*  and  bake  his  bread:  He  will  feize  your  fields, 
^*  and  your  Vineyards,  and  your  Olive  grounds 
^  and  give  them  to  his  Courtiers :  your  Mcn-fer- 
^^  vants,  and  your  Maid-fervants,  and  your  good- 
*^  Heft  young  Men,  and  your  Affes  He  will  p\x% 
y  them  to  hi$  work." 

Thus  Samuel  carneffily  reafoned  wkb  thert, 
upbraided  their  tmdutifulnefs  and  want  of  grati- 
tude, neverthelefs  the   People  refufed  tolifteAj 
-One  and  All  cried  out  —  "  nay  b^  we  will 
have  a  King  to  rule  over  toj.'* 


God  had  condc^ctn^^ Jo  be  held  in  tbt  cha- 
rafter  of  a  temper^  King  tq  the  irraelites,  r(iiid<- 
ing  (as  it  were)  among  them,  ^nd  ifluing  hi&  i)c^ 
cree  from  the  T^bernaple:  to  require  a  King  was 
therefore  to  rejeft  his  Government,  Samuel  plaUlr 
ly  faWthc  ruin  and.fa4  tendency  of  their  mu|f- 
murings  and  revolt ;  He  was  more  and  more  at  a 
lofs,  moft.  devoutly  Samuel  addreftecj  himfelf  to 
God,  and  He  was  pleafed  condefpcndingly  to  tell 
His  Prophet  *^  the  People  are  rejeSing  M^^ 
grant  them  their  Petitipij  i'"^  and  now  upon  tHeir 
obftinate  and  very  fafli  perfeverance,  Samqetat 
the  appointment  and  coQiiviahc}  of  God  annq^joitecl 
Saul  King  over  Ifrael,  a  very  tall  and  beaiitiral 
youth^  one  of  the  Sons  pf  Kri$)  and  of  tb$  tiFttre 
of  Benjamin.  ;  ,  ^-    \ 

The  firft  book  of  Samuel  relates  the  compleu^ 
on  of  the  Prophecies,  and  the  remaining  part  of 
the  hiftory  of  th^  houfe  of  Eli,  you  will'  ^^6  tiiuctt 
(truck  with  the  weak  indolent  infatuation  of  H^ 
fo  wifely  contrafted  with  the  firm  piety,  pfOU 
^enceand  aftrve  zeal  Qf  Saiiluel.  ThebirtR^ 
Satmudl,  hh  dedication  to  God,  and  very  eirfy 
-^rtfploy  in  the  Tabernacle:  the  curious  ariecJotirf^ 
oiPEJKanah  and  Hannah,  the  Father  and  Mother 
of  Samuel,  areintercftingand  entertaining  fuli- 
(^^oftlie  firft  Chapter,     th  Hannah's  infpirea 

Pymi^ 


(    J98    ) 

Hytnn  the  word  Meffiah  for  the  firft  time  occurs 

in  Scripture.     Hannah  here  charafterizes  the  aifi. 

npinted  of  the  Lord,  the  exalted  Sovereign  anil 

final  Judge  who  though  he  had  been  prophefied 

of,  by  feveral,  had  not  as  yet  been  called  the 

Meffiah.     After  the  hiftory  of  hU  own  Family  • 

follows  the  deftruftion  of  Phineas  and  Hophni  the 

two  Sons  of  the  High-Prieft,  together  with  the 

fad  and  fatal  end  of  the  Father,  who  on  hearing 

of  the  lols  of  the  battle,  the  death  of  both  his 

Sops,  and  what  was  ftill  worfe,  the  carrying  away 

pf  the  Ark  quite  out  of  the  country  towards  Affi- 

dod,  Eli  fainted,  became  fenfelefs,  fell  back  from 

oflFhis  feat  and  broke  his  neck. 

The  book  next  records  the  very  wonderful  fuf- 
ferings  and  the  fore  plagues  inflifted  on  the  Phi- 
iiftines,  while  they  kept  poffeffion  of  the  Ark : 
they  looked  upon  the  Ark  as  a  vanquiftied  Cap- 
tive to  their  own  tutelary  God.     They  trium- 
iphantly  placed  it  in  his  Temple  before  Dagon,  a, 
monument  of  his  Viftory :  'the  day  following  when 
they  reforted  to  the  Temple,  to  fay  their  morn- 
ing prayers,  Dagon  was  lying  proftrate  on  the 
ground,  and  they  religioufly  replaced  their  God. 
The  day  after  Dagon  was  found  again  on  the 
ground  and  broke  to  pieces.     The  Philiftines 
ehofe  yet  to  retain  the  Ark,  iji  hopes  of  acquiring. 
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the  favour  of  foTuperiof  a  Deity,  But  the  J?ed0c. 
of  Aflidod  declared  it  fliould  not  abide  with  tJienl,' 
t|ie  handofthe  God  of  Ifrael  was  lifted  up  againft' 
them  and  againft'Dagon:  in  a  religious  proceffion 
thcy,X<pnt  it  to  the  City  of  Gath,  but  it  made  the 
f;^e  fad  havock  in  Gath,  a  defolating  peftiknce 
raged  through  their  City  and  deftroyed  its  inhabi- 
tants, the  Ark  was  then  in  folemn  proceffion 
carried  towards  Ekton,  but  the  Magiftrates  and 
People  came  out  to  meet  it,  and  terrified  at  the 
two  preceeding  calamities  refufed  to  admit  it, 

•^  The  Ark  of  the   God  of  Ifrael  would  fl»f 
^  them  and  all  their  People. 

God  fmote  them  every  where  with  plagues  untif 
they  had  fent  the  Ark  quite  out  of  their  Country^, 
The  Priefts  of  Dagon  affembled,   held  a  grand 
council,  and  advifed  the  Philiftines  to  fatten  on 
two  Milch   Kine  with  proper  harnefs  to  a  new 
cart,  ;md  place  the  Ark  in  the  middle  of  ii^  and 
let  the  Kine  go  which  way  they  would,  and  they 
took  the  ftraight  way  to  Be^-lhemelh  the  firflt 
Town  of  the  Ifraelites,  the  Philiftine  Nobles  ac- 
companied it,  and  watched  it  to  theborders^  and^ 
were  cye-witneffes  to  the  reception  it  met  with 
and'the  general  joy  of  the  Ifraelites,  after  which 
tl^  Sy<r*Lords  returned  back  to  Ekron^ 


T'hc  fevjuith  Chapter  relates  SamuePs  aflemblim 
the  People  to  Mizpeh,  the  folomn  Fall  he  pro^ 
cltiined^the  ju4s"^exit  of  God  on  the  PhUiilines^ 
their  deftru8ioA  and  total  over-throw. 

The  eighth  is  the  tumultuous  meeting  of  the 
Ifraetites  to  demand  a  King,  to  judge  them,  to  ' 
go  before  them  and  fight  their  battles^  and  the 
Prophet^s  wife,  zealous  but  ineffeftual  expoftula* 
tions  with  them.  In  the  ninth  Chapter  Saul  it 
m©ft  pleafingly  introduced,  and  in  the  tenth  an- 
Yiointcd  King  over  Ifrad* 

The  reign  of  Saul,  the  appointment  and  annoint- 
ing  of  David,  his  introdu6Hon  at  the  Court  of 
Saul,  his  valour  ^nd  his  many  perfecutions, 
whereby  God  chofe  to  humble  him^  and  train 
him  up  for  the  high  honours  and  dignity  he  in^ 
tended  him^  fill  up  the  remainder  of  this  firft 
book* 

In  the  twenty-fifth  Chapter  you  read  of  the 
death  of  this  venerable  Prophet  and  truly  good- 
Man  aged  ninety  eight,  and  the  book  finiftieswith 
the  death  of  Saul  who  furvived  the  Prophet  tinlr 
two  years, 

Thdfe  two  books  of  Samuel  c^ity  cm  Jb/^ 
hrftory  and  are  a  yeiy  ufefui:i»tii94ufti!0ft^^  W 
the  firft  and  fecond  book  of  the  Kings.     The 
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fecond  book  is  a  continuation  of  the  life  and 
reign  of  David  almoft  to  the  death  of  that  illuf- 
trious  Prince,  together  with  a  hiftory  of  the 
Church  and  Common-wealth  of  Ifrael  during  a 
period  of  forty  years. 

This  venerable  Prophet  was  a  moft  amiable 
highly  exalted  and  truly  virtuous  charafter,  diftin- 
guilhed  for  his  Firmnefs,  Piety,  his  virtuous  Cou- 
rage and  zeal  for  God,  feared,  reverenced  and 
beloved  by  the  People,  a  Prophet  and  a  Judge  of 
Ifrael  twenty  years  before  the  exchange  of  Go^ 
vernment  and  revolt  of  the  Ifraelites  took  place, 
and  before  He  reGgned  up  his  Authority  to  Saul. 

Without  a  fpark  of  Ambition  Samuel  afTumed 
and  maintained  the  Dignity,  and  he  executed  the 
important  duties  with  irreproachable  integrity. 
He  gave  up  his  Authority  and  Government  with- 
out a  fhew  of  reluftance,  and  moft  readily  at  the 
command  of  God  annointed  two  ftrangers  to  roy- 
alty, to  the  total  exclufion  of  his  own  Family. 

A  highly  honored  Servant  of  God,  a  moft  righ- 
teous Judge,  and  faithful  Prophet,  an  example  to 
his  People,  Amiablai  wife  and  good,  his  charac- 
ter will  be  for  ever  revered,  held  up  to  view.for 
univerfal  applaufe,and  the  filent  Commendation 
of  a  World. 
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IN  the  year  of  the  World  2909  and  1095  years 
before  the  birth  of  our  Saviour  the  Reign  of 
the  Jttdges  ended.  The  Government  was  ex^ 
changed  in  Judaea^  and  the  Kingdom  became 
Monarchical. 

Saul  by  the  appointment  of  God  was  at  this 
time  invefted  with  the  Supreme  Authority  and  an- 
nointcd  by  Samuel  the  Prophet  King  over  IfraeL 
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With  unafFefted  Piety  and  true  Dignity,  Samuel 
tmambitioUfly  refignied  up  his  government*  He 
blew  the  trumpets,  convened  all  his  People  toMiz« 
peh  their  conltant  place  of  worfliip,  and  there  pub- 
licly pr^fented  Saul  by  proclamation,  and  again 
annointed  him  King  of  Ifrael.  Saul  a  beautiful 
youth,  Son  of  Kifti,  a  Benjamite,  is  very  plea- 
fingly  introduced  by  the  Prophet,  and  we  have 
here  his  firft  nomination  and  hiftory : 

«'  A  choice  young  man  and  goodly,  from  his 
"  flioulders  upwards,  he  was  higher  than  any  of 
^  the  People*'-— 

In  the  fimple  flile  of  thofe  early  days,   Saul 
w^  engaged  in  family  duties,  t]^e  greatell  perfon^ 
ages  then  looked  after  their  own  cattle  the  riches 
of  the  country,  his  Fathers  Affes    were  ftrayed, 
they  were  loft,  and  Saul  with  a  fervant  was  lent 
out  to  feek  them,  (in  Judaea  Affes  were  a  very 
Valuable  part  of  their  fubftance,)  Saul  aad  his 
inan  travelled  and  learched  all  over  the  coujEitry^ 
and  paffed  three  whole  days  without  feeing  them. 
S^ul  then  fays  to  the  fervant,  my  Father  will  thindc 
more  about  us  than  the  Affes,  do  let  us  turn  back 
and  go  home,  the  fervant  replied,  by  the  courfe 
of  the  country  we  are  very  near  RamzlSt,  and  he 
prc^ofed  to  him  going  into  the  Cky.    There  Wi* 
a  man  of  God  Hvedf  at  Ramah^  wife  .atid  very 
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knowing  and  honourable,  all  that  hb  fays >comM> 
to.pafs,  they  call  h^n  a  Seer  and  a  Prophet;  He, 
had  dwelt  all  his  life  in  the  neighbpurhood,  and- 
Avas  high  in  repute^  revered  and  believed  by  thcm^ 
all.  '  Saul  was  delighted  with  the  pnypofal,  weit^*' 
thought  of,  fays  Saul,  but  what  have. we  to.|[ive?' 
behold  fays  the  fervant,  I  have  the  fourth  part  of 
a  Ihekel  of  filver,  that  will  I  give  the  man  of  God 
to.  tell  us  of  our  way,  as  they  were  going,  up.  the^. 
hill  to.th^  town,  they  met  the  young  women  witk. 
their:  pitchers^  (as  was.  always  the  cuftom).  tfaej^i* 
wem.fetching  of  .water  from  the  well,  SauL>eiUii, 
quired  of  them,  for  the  Seer,  they  told  him-  He-: 
was  juft  on  the  road,  afcending  up  the  hill  ta  the;-: 
high  place,  where  he  offered  his  Sacrifice,  and., 
thft  People  were  all  waiting  for  him  .there. 

Samuel  had   been    forwarned  of   God,    he 
Ihould  the  very  next  day  have  a  meeting  with, 
SauL>   He  was  the  perfon  who  Ihould  be  King, 
over   Ifrael,  and  as  he  was  mounting  the   hill, 
to   public  worfhip   and  offer   his    burnt-ofier^: 
ing,  Saul  and  his  Servant   overtook  him,  and  ^^ 
they  enquired  of  him  after  the  Seer.     His  Father  ^ 
had  loft  his  Affes,,  they  had  been  out  oa  the  - 
fearch  three   whole  days,    pray  would  he  tell 
them  where  they  might  find  the  Seer?  SamucL 
xefppafully  anfwcrcd^  **  He  was  the  perfon  they 
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^  were  enquiring  for ;"  as  to  the  Affes,  they 
were  already  founds  and  were  already  at  home  ; 
but  (addreffing  himfclf  to  Saul)  I  have  a  very 
important  meffage  t6  deliver  to  you,  and  if  you 
will  dine  with  me  to  day,  you  (hall  purfue  your 
Journey  home  to  Gibeah  to  morrow. 

Samuel  invited  all  the  Elders  and  Rulers  of 
Ramah,  a  large  party  of  thirty,  to  meet  Saul,  and 
He  very  highly  diftinguiflied  and  honoured  hia 
gueft.  He  placed  him  at  the  head  of  his  table, 
fupplied  him  with  the  moft  delicate  and  beft  of 
all  his  Provifion,  and  after  he  had  hofpitably  and 
refpeftfuUy  feafted  him,  towards  evening  he  in^ 
vitcd  him  up  to  the  top  of  his  houfe  (ufually  the 
beft  appartments)  and  there  Samnpl  KelH  a  private 
converfation  with  Saul,  and  told  him  of  the  high 
Honours  and  Dignity  to  which  God  was  ad- 
vancing him.  The  next  morning  Samuel  waited 
upon  his  gueft  iind  called  him  up  himfelf.  Saul 
and  his  Servant  fet  out  on  their  return  home, 
and  Samuel  refpeftfully  accompanied  them  a  lit- 
tle way  out  of  the  City ;  Samuel  then  dire6ked 
the  fervant  to  go  on  before,  and  Saul  to  flop 
a  while  with  him,  that  he  might  renew  his  con- 
verfation with  Saul,  and  tell  him  more  of  what 
God  had  appointed  refpeSing  him ;  and  when 
the  fervant  was  out  of  fight,  Samuel  poured  a 
vial  of  Oil  upon  the  Head  of  Saul,  and  fainted 
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him  **  King  over  Ifrael  :*'  SauPs  reply  wa^modeft 
and  fenfible.  He  was  the  fmallcft  of  his  tribe  and 
Family,  unacquainted  with  the  Duties  of  a  Sta- 
tion fo  exalted  j  the  Propheft  kifled  him  with  a 
kifs  of  Homage,  and    then    with  Zeal  iLflured 
him,  God  would   impart  his  Spirit,  would  give, 
him  a  new  Heart,  and  very  (hortly  he  would  ex- 
perience the  Advantages  of  fo  evident  and  dif- 
tinguifhed  a  Change^     In  order  to  imprefs  his> 
mind  the  more,  and  gain  his  confidence,  Samuel 
told  him  of  three  things  which  would  all  befal 
him  in  his  way  home ;  at  Rachel's  Tomb,  a  place 
he  was  foon  to  pafs  by,  he  would  me^t  two  men, 
they  would  ftop  him  and  tell  him,thd  Affes  were 
found :  Soon  after  parting  with  them,^  he  would 
meet  three  Travellers  on  the  Road  journeying  to 
Belhel,  one  of  them  carrying  three  Kids,  another 
three  Gakes,  and  the  third  a  quantity  of  Wine; 
and  that  each  of  them  would  prefent  him  with, 
two-thirds  of  them  all ;  and  laftly,  he  would  meet, 
at  the  Mountain  of  God,  not  very  far  from  home^ 
a  Company  of  Prophets  going  into  Gibeah,  and 
Saul  Ihould  then  and  there   receive  the  Spirit  of 
Prophecy  himfelf ;  all  which  came  to   pafs  ac- 
cordingly.    Saul  arrived  at  home  and  was  kindly 
received  5  the  Affes  he  told  them  were  found, 
every  other  occurrence  that  had  happened  to 
feim  he  ino^  carefully  concealed. 
¥oi>  L  F£  ':     Samuel 
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'  Samuel  had  appointed    Saul  to   meet  him  ift 
fevcn  days,  he  would  then  come  to  him,  and  fhew 
biiA  what  he  IhoUld  do ;  at  that  time  Samuel  id 
fued  out  a  Proclamation  and  aflembled  ail  the 
People,  the  Elders  and  Heads  of  the  Tribes  of 
Ifrael  to  Mizpeh,  their  Place  of  Worfliip,  and  be 
liere  caufed  them  all  to  prefent  themfelves  fo- 
lemnly  before  the  Lord,  in  the  order  of  their 
Tribes,  and  as  they  proceeded  on,  the  Tribe  of 
Bei^amin  was  commanded  to  halt,  the  families  of 
it  were  all  refpcftiyely  called  over,  the  family  of 
Matri  was  announced,  and  Saul,  the  Son  of  Kifh, 
imblidy  nominated  "  King  of  Ifrael."  The  young 
Prince  mbdeft  and  pleafingly  furprifed,  kept  him- 
ieif  out  of  the  waiy,  and  concealed  himfelf ;  Sa- 
muel enquired  for  Saul,  went  in  perfon  to  find 
him,  led  him  up  before  all  the  People,  and  pre« 
fcnted  him  to  them^  '*  King  of  Ifrael.**    The  Air 
refounded  with  the   loudeft  huzza's : — **  Long 
•«  Live  the  King/'—*'  May  the  King  Live  for 
*•  Ever." — The  Prophet  now  with  dignity  and 
liigh  propriety  reprefented  to  him  in  the  bearing 
of  all  the  People,  the  Duties,  Employment  and 
Nature  of  his  royal  Station.     All  That  which  he 
ought  to  do,  and  What  he  ought  to  avoid.     He 
then  caufed  the  Trumpets  to  be  blown,  a  public 
Proclamation,  and  Samuel  took  the  Horn  of  Oil 
and  annointed  him  again^   now  in  the  prefence  of 
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all  the  People,  the  Heads^  th^  Chiefs^  aovl^  the 
Elders  of  IfraeU 

Saul  attended  by  a  very  numerous  R  et in  ue»  Va^ 
liant  andhighinHoAOurs,  walked  down  to  his 
Houfe  at  Gibeah. 

At  this  time  the  City  of  Jabelh-Gilead,  (not 
very  diftant  from  Gibeah,)  was  clofely  l^efieged  by 
the  Ammonites,  the  Inhabitants  were  on  the  very- 
brink  of  lofing  their  City  and  their  Liberties^ 
Naa0i  King  of  Ammon  with  haughty  infult,  i^ued 
Qiit  bis  orders  commanding  every  right  eye  tp  be 
thruft  out  from  every  Jabufite,  a  reproachful^  kfU 
jng,  vifible  and  cruel  token  of  his  conqueft,  and 
their  difgraceful  fubjeftion.  The  inhabitants  of 
Jabelh-Gilead  had  only  obtained  a  truce  of  feven 
days.  Unacquainted  with  the  ele6lion  ojF  Saul  and 
the  revolution  in  the  Govsrnmer(t,  they  inftantly 
availed  themfelves  of  the  moment,  and  forwarded 
an  account  of  their  fad  fituation  to  the  Elders  of 
Ifrael,  Saul  ordered  the  Meffengers  before  hini 
and  as  foon  as  he  heard  their  report.  He  com-» 
manded  his  guard  to  bring  inayoke  of  ox^n  and 
hew  them  in  pieces,  the  bodies  and  limbs  thus  mang^ 
led,  he  diipatched  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  through- 
put,all  the  Tribes,  together  with  this  threatning 
mefi^ge,  whofacyer  of  them  fhould  refufe  inftahtly 
to  rpp^w  to  his  ftandard  at  Gibeah^  and  follow 
I*  f  si  him 
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hiin  to  the  relief  of  their  brethren  of  Jabcfh-Gi- 
lead,  his  .cattle  fhould  in  like  manner  be  hewn 
in  pieces  and  deftroyed. 

Awed  and  alarmed  by  fp  fpirited  a  Proclamati- 
on from  their  young  Princt?,  the  People  inftantly 
affembled,  they  fled  haftily  to  his  ftandard,  and 
upon  cafting  up  their   numbers  at  Bezek,  they 
amounted  to  three  hundred  thoufand  men,  befides 
thirty  thoufand  which  were  raifed  in  the  Tribe  of 
Judah  only.     Saul  had  hurried  back  the  Ambaf- 
fadors  to  tell  the  men  of  Jabefh-Gilead,  He  and 
his  Army  were  already  oft  the  Rqad  to  refcue 
them  ;    the  yery  morning   following  His  troops 
furrounded  both  the  City  and  the  Ammonitifti 
Camp ;  Saul  and  his  gallant  men  had  marched  aU 
night,  and  when  He  came  near  the  Ammonites 
Saul  made  a  divifion  of  his  Army  into  three  dif- 
ferent bodies,  and  at  day-break  fell  on  them  fo 
furioufly,  and  with  fuch  Courage,  the  Ammonite^ 
raifed  riie  Siege,  with    the  utmoft  precipitation 
dBed,  leaving  behind  them  their  whole  Camp  and 
all  their  fpoils. 

This  famous  Enterprize  fell  out  foon  after 
Saul  had  afcended  the  Throne,  it  was  their 
young  Monarch's  very  firft  Exploit,  and  gave  his 
People  an  early  proof  of  his  fpirited  Conduft 
and  intrepidity :  Samuel  had  accompanied  him 
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to  die  Battle,  and  to  add  more  Vigour  to  his  Go^ ' 
vernment,  he  now  affembled  all  the  People  to 
Gilgal,  and  there  exhibited  a  public  and  folemn 
Inauguration  with  loud  acclamations  feftivity 
and  rejoicings;  and  at  Gilgal,  the  Elders  and 
People  again  proclaimed  him  f*  King  over  all 
"  Ifrael."?' 

Saul  kept  this  immenfe  army  in  pay  all  that 
year,  but  the  year  following  he  difbanded  them, 
and  fent  them  all  to  their  own  hom?s,  except  only 
three  thoufand  chofen  men,  and  he  garrifoned 
two  thoufand  at  Mich-mafh  and  Bethel,  and  one 
thoufand  he  ftationed  at  Gibeah  of  Benjamin: 
the  command  over  thele  laft,  Saul  gave  to  his  fon 
Jonathan.  Jonathan  was  a  valiant  young  Prince 
enamoured  of  glory  and  the  honours  of  war,  to 
exhibit  his  courage  and  military  prowefs.  He  led 
his  troops  to  Geba,  and  cut  off  a  garrifon  belongs 
ing  to  the  Philiftines,  this  commencement  of  hof-^^ 
tilities  threw  their  whole  Nation  into  a  tumult,  the 
Philiftines  were  inftantly  in  arms:  Saul  founded 
the  trumpets  for  War,  and  let  all  Ifrael  know, 
the  Philiftines,  with  a  numerous  Hoft,  were  al- 
ready  on  full  march,  and  entering  the  territories, 
of  Ifrael,  thirty  thoufand  chariots  fix  thoufand 
horfe  men,  an  innumerable  company  of  foot 
halted  over  againft  Mich-maflj  eaft  ward  of  Beth^ 
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liairfiTi  :■  }3Ltxi  there;  t^iey  pi^c^ed  *  ^h  lentf  and 
jofoidd  a  fptic^us  QMq>;  fot  focmids^Ie  a  Hoft 
finKk  the  Kraelhes  wkh  terror^  in  fore  difinay 
they  fied  and  bid  themfelves  in  caves  and  dens^ 
in  fawpits  and  every  lurking  bole  they  could  find^ 
tdaddtathen-diftrefs,  the  troops  that  had- cou- 
rage to  ftay  had  no  arms  whatever  to  defend  them-^ 
felves ;  except  the  two  fwords  which  Saul  and  hi^ 
Son  wore,  there  was  neither  fword  nor  even  a 
fpear  in  Aeir  whole  army.  Saul  had  been  direc-# 
ted  where  to  fix  his  head-quarters^  and  he  was 
waiiii^  at^^Cilgal  impatient  for  the  arrival  of  Sa-. 
inuel^  the  Prophet  was  very  explicit  in  his  <Mrd^r» 
to  wait  for  hi3  coming  to  implore  fuccefe  and  the 
bteffing  of  God  by  facrifice>  Saul  had  &ow  looked 
for  him  day  after  day>  for  feven  days^  during  all 
which  time  Samuel  neither  came  nor  fent^   al*- 
moft  all  his  army  had  deferted  him>  they  were 
dwindled  away  to  a  handful^  Saul  wa$  in  great 
confternation  and  alarm,  he  feared  leaft  the  ene- 
my  Ihould  come  upon  him  and   furprize  him  in 
fo  defencelefs  a  ftate,  and  before  be  had  fought 
the  Lord  in  the  way  He  had  appoii^ted  by  facri- 
lice,  on  the  feventh  day  therefore  Saul  ventured 
himfelf  to  flay  and  offer  up  a  peace-ofFeri|ig  and 
a  burnt-offering:   The  Ceremonies  and  Sacrifices 
were  fcarcely  ended  when  the  Prophet  arrived 
l^amuel  fcverely  reprpved  5aul  for  hk  impatience 
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and  for  whathe  had  been  doing;  Saul  pleaded Uui 
jMreffing  iieceffitres'and  very  helplefsifituatiQin^dib 
Prophet  accufedhim  of  pr^ecipitancy  and  ra&adEt 
and  ftrikingly  told  him,  his  difobedience  to  the 
cxpreis  command  and  well  known  will  of  Ceid^ 
would  be  the  means  of  depriving  his  family  frmii 
poITeffingthe  Kingdom,  and  the  Prophet  added|^ 
rt  will  be  transferred  to  another,  to  one  more  St 
for  the  Government,  and  more  worthy  of. its hocr 
nottrs«     Samuel  proceeded  on  to  Gibeo%  SaiA 
and  his  little  army  following  him :  ail.  he  cowti 
afMjfler    up  ;  was   fix    hundred    unarmed  .,mai^ 
from  heiK:e  Saul  beheld  the;  formidable  iiofti«|F 
tfcc  Phfliftines  ravaging  all  his  country,  and  hmu- 
king  the  ^aofefavagedepcedations;.  they  had  form?? 
ed  themfelves  into  three  divifions,  each  of  them 
Were  plundering  and  defiroyjug  with  the  molt 
b8[ri>^6ils  incitrlions.     One  det^hment  wercrica* 
vagingOphrah,  another  laying  w^e  Beth-horoo^ 
and  a  4hivd  were  |>lunderij@^i  in ithe. Valley  Qf  £e«, 
boim. 

During  thefe  fad  and  horrid  devaftations  the 
young  Prince  Jonathan,  unknown  to  his  Father 
and  ev^ry  body  but  his  armour  bearer,  as  it  were 
by. Divine  impulfe,  on  his  hand;s  and  feet,  he 
climbed  up  the  rock  and  furpcized  the  enemies 
|^r4,  a^d^be  Jelled  twenty  of  thorn  on  the  fpot, 

lb 
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To  daring  an  cnterprize  put  all  the  reft  of  them  td 
flighty  and  ftruck  fo,  dreadful  a  panic  throughout 
the  Hoftj  that  they  fell  upon  the  fwords  of  one 
another:  Saul  faw  the  confufion.  He  muftefed 
his  men  to  fee  who  was  wanting,  and  miffing  Jo- 
nathan fufpefted  he  muftbethecaufe;  the  Ark  was 
preparing,  Ahiah  the  High-Prieft  in  all  his  robes 
was  then  enquiring  of  the  Lord.  The  noife,  buftic 
and  alarm  grew  louder  and  greater — Saul  com-- 
manded  Ahiah  to  ftop  the  Ceremonies,  He  with 
his  few  men  fell  on  the  trembling  troops  of  the. 
Philiftines,  who  all  fled,  and  Saul's  army,  now 
quitting  their  caves,  and  their  dens,,  and.  their 
lurking-holes  again  aifembled,  kept  pouring  in 
great  numbers  to  his  ftandardand  purfuing  the 
Enemy. 

Vi£iorious,*and  laden  with  fpoils,  Saul,  and  his 
army  marched  home,  and  he  foon  acquired 
power  to  follow  up  his  Conqucfts,  and  vali- 
antly to  encounter  all  the  neighbouring  ftates  who 
oppofed  him.  Saul  fought  againft  Moab,  and  the 
children  of  Ammon,  againft  Edom  and  the  Princes 
of  Zobah,  and  againft  the  Philiftines  conquering 
and  returning  home  in  triumph  from  them  alU 

Befides  Saul's  impatience  to  put  a  ftop  to  the 
enquiry  of  the  High-Prieft,  ordering  him  to 
withdraw  his  hand  and  retire  from  the  Altar,  for 

he 
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he  vould  rufli  on  tl;ie  Philxftine  army  during  their 
high  alarm  and  confufion,  Saul  was '  unhappily- 
guilty  of  another  piece  of  mifconduft ;  to  fecure 
his   advantages,  and,  as    he   thought,    make  his 
Viftory  more  complete,  he  iffued  out  a  proclama- 
tion throughout  all  his  army  (in  order   to  keep 
them  from  falling  to  plunder)  "  Curfed  be  the 
*•  man  that  (hall  eat  before  night."  '  Saul's  army 
were  fo  enfeebled  and  faint,  efpecially  thofe  who 
had  been  hid  in  caves  and  among  the  rocks,  that 
many  of  the  enemy  efcaped  from  them,  and  the 
glory  of  the  day  was  greatly  leffened  hereby,     Jo- 
nathan had  not  heard  of  the  proclamation,  faint 
and  hungry  in  his  march  through  a  wood,  he  eat 
of  fome  wild  honey  and  was  refrefiied,  being  told 
of  his  Father's  prohibition,  he  inftantly  defifted, 
but  lamented  and  blamed  it  exceedingly:  '*  my  Fa- 
"  ther  hath  troubled  the   land,  or  there   would 
*=  have  been  a  much  greater  flaughter  of  the  ene- 
**  my.     So  lacred  was  the  Oath  held  by  the  Ifrae- 
fites, '  that    an    inquiry   and   deteftion  was  foon 
made,  the  mode  they  adopted  was  a  calling  of 
lots,  and  the  lot  fell  upon  Jonathan.:  Saul  uijjif- 
fc6lionately  zealous,  condemned  his  Son  to  die, 
telling  ihim   no  tie  of  kindr/sd  or  natural  affec- 
tion ftiould   be  preferred   before  his  Oath  and 
folemn  Obligation.     Jonathan  was  Handing  alone 
by  Saul,  he  inftantly  threw  himfelf  among  the 
Vol:  I,  G  g  People^ 
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f  eopIe>  and  cried  <nit,  **  Do  not  fpare  me  i-^tkf 
•V  aolt\  fpare  me  ;i— ^I  die  glorioufly  ; — Behdfd  1 
^^  leave  the  Hebrew^  Conqueror:''— The  S<** 
diery  furrounded  Jonathan,  one  and  all  dedar- 
ing,  ^^  Not  a  haif  of  his  head  fhould  hd  hurt  9 
•*  Jonathan  hath  wrought  with  God  this  day*** 
3y  this  wife  manoeuvre  of  the  young  Prince^  he 
vas  valiantly  refcued  by  the  People. 

From  among  the  moft  valiant  and  ftouCeft  of 
ill  his  mcir,  Saul  elefted  his  Body-guard;  in  hi* 
Artny  he  provided  for  two  of  his  Sont  befidesr 
Jonathan;  and  Abncr  the  Son  of  Mer,  Saul^^ 
Uncle,  was  his  Commander  in  Chief;  Sonietkn^ 
ifter  this,  on  Samuel's  intimation  and  direftion^ 
iSaut  marched  with  his  Army  into  th6  Country  of 
the  Aftialekites,  the  Orders  the  Prophet  gave 
Saul  were  plain  and  peremptory  : 

*^  Smite  Amalekj  utterly  Dellfoy  ttiert,:  fpare 
^*  them  not ;  Slay  Man  and  Woman,  Infant  and 
^'  Suckling;  Ox^  Sheep,  Camel  and  Als:*^ 

Saul  invaded  them  at  the  head  ot  two  hundred 
and  ten  thoufand  men;  following  hisr  orders^ 
Saul  flew  them  all,  except  a  very  few  who  efcaped 
by  flight,  and  Agag  their  King,  whofe  beauty  and 
ftately  prefence  he  fo  admired,  that  he  was  very 
defirous  of  faving  him  alive  ;  in  this  he  yielded 

to 
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jp  tii$  own  IS^islings,  and  difobeyed  the  Commandi 
pf  his  God.  Neither  Mother  nor  Ifucklhg  Chfl4 
wiete  fpared,  bi|t  the  Cattle  t^iere  ^Ifp  ordered  to 
be  deftroy^d,  2in4  the  beft  fr9m  among  the  flbcks 
iinxj  herd^  they  had  alfo  faved  and  brought  off: 
i\fter  tbi?  I^mous  and  fuccefsfol  expedition,  Sau| 
returned  home  in  triumj^j^  ^d  with  great  re^ 
joicings,  Samuel  yent  up  to  meet  iSaul  at  Gif- 
gal ;  the  King  in  high  fpirits,  in  the  hour  6f 
Viftory,  lreceive4  dife  Prophet  with  great  joy,  ah4 
told  hin>,  he  had  execute^  all  his  commiffion,  he 
had  perfornjed  the  Commandment  of  Go4 :  How 
is  ft  then,  fays  Samud,  I  hfekr  the  bleating  of  the 
Sheep  and  lowing  of  Oxen  ?  Saul,  plea4ing  Re* 
ligioh  an4  Piety  anfwered,  they  were  faved  foF 
the  ufe  of  the  Altar,  to  be  offered  up  in  Sacri-^ 
fipe  :  Samuel  riepUcd,  heaf  what  the  Lo  14  f^i^  ?Q 
me  this  Night ;  — 

^*  When  thqu  waft  nieai^  in  thine  Own  fight, 
•^  4i^  ^^9^  ?  "^^He  thee  Head  over  all  the  f  ribesj 
•*  of  Ifrael  ?  Did  hot  I  command  thee  to  deftroy 
'^  the  Amalel^ites?  Wherefcire  then  4^^  ^bou  i^o^ 
^  obey  the  Yc^C0  of  the  ^.9x4^* 

'     Saul  Orove  to  juftify  himfelf;  he  laid  the  bhxnq 

on  the   People;   the  People  hs^d  fave4   bf  thq 

XJattle  for  Sacrifice ;  Samu^  ipftatntly   tol4  hiift^ 

G  g  2  ^^  Ob94ience 
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'^  Obedience  was  far  better  than  Sacrifice  :**  and 
now  hear  thy  doom,  O  Saul ! 

«'  Becaufe  thou  haft  rejefted  the  Word  of  the 
**  Lord,  He  hath  rejefted  thee  from  beingKing/' 

So  aweful  a  Prediftion  roufed  Saul,  he  ac- 
knowledged his  Sin,  and  moft  earneftly  requefted 
the  Prophet's  iiiterceflion :  At  firft  Samuel  re- 
fufed  Saul,  and  offered  to  go  ;  Saul  caught  hold 
of  his  garment,  and  it  rent ;  Samuel  prophetically 
cried  out,  **  God  has  rent  the  Kingdom  from 
**  you,  and  given  it  to  one  morei worthy.**  Saul 
ftill  importuning  the  Prophet  to  honour  him  be- 
fore the  Elders  of  Ifrael,  and  accompany .  him  to 
worfhip  God  ;  Samuel  yielded  to  his  very 
prefling  folicitation  and  went  with  him  to  facri- 
fice.  A  while  after,  the  King  of  the  Amalekites 
was  brought  before  Samuel,  the  Prophet  had  en- 
quired for  Agag,  and  the  King  hoped  from  fo 
amiable  a  chara£ler,  and  fo  merciful  a  Judge,  he 
ftiould  obtain  Mercy ;  furely  (fays  he)  the  bit- 
ternefs  of  Death  is  paft ;  but  Samuel  anfwcred, 
**  As  thy  Sword  has  made  Women  childlefs,  fo 
^  fhall  thy  Mother  be  childlefs  among  Women  :** 
And  Samuel  himfelf  hewed  Agag  in  Pieces  at 
Gilgal,  after  which  he  returned  back  to  Ramah. 

The  Hiftory  is  now  blended  with  the  Life  and 
Atchievements  of  David  ;    Saul's  MelanchoUy ; 

David's 
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David's    introduaion    to    Court ;  the    bloody 
flaughter  of  Ahimelec  the  High-pTieft,  and  much 
of  the  remainder  muft  neceffarily  be  told  in  the. 
Hiftory  of  the  Life  and  Reign  of  that  Prince  ;. 
where  alfo    Saul's  fad   and  horrid  perfecutions 
againft  him  are  recorded,  together  with  the  fa-i. 
mous  ViQiory  over  the  Philiftine  Army,  after  the. 
Death  of  their  mighty  Champion,  and  the  laft 
dreadful  and  fatal  Battle,  in  which  Saul  loft  his 
own  life,  and  the  lives  of  three  of  his  Son^^     Saul 
had  long  lufFered  under  the  repeated  and  dit- 
trading  horrors  of  Defpair .  The  Spirit  of  .the 
Lord  had  departed  from  Saul,  and  an  levil  Spirit 
trdubleth  him.      His  Hiftory  exhibits  a  moft  na-» 
tural  and  very  ftriking  pifture  of  Defpondency, 
with  much  variety  and  in  the  ftrongeft  colours; 
It  was    in   Saul    evidently  the   effeft    of    dif- 
appointed  Ambition  and  wrong  Judgment,  wild 
are  his  aflFeftions,  and  for  ever  on  the  change,  from 
anxiety,  grief  and  difpair,  to  envy,  cruelty  and 
jealoufy:  but  fuch  madnefs,  the  creature  of  paU 
IRon,  ambition  and  vice,  could  never  palliate  or 
caft  a  veil  of  innocence  or  oblivion  aver  his  many 
wanton  and  barbarous  perfecutions,  and  repeated 
attacks  on  the  life  of  David,  and  once  upon  the 
life  of  his  own  Son ;  nor  can  it  leflen  the  guilt  of 
his  infatiable  fury,  with  which  he  glutted  himfelf^ 
on  Doegs  impious  and  moft  malicious  information^ 

wheii 


(     22ft     > 

,  nfeeti  lie  fommoned  up  from  Nob,  Ahimefcc  th«t 
iftMGfeiyt  Higfa^Prieft,  and  all  his  Priefts  and  at^ 
cend^tB,  if  [k>ffl>Ie  ftill  more  innocent,  and  un^ 
tibtovi^:^  ^f  any  criipe  he  paffed  upon  them  ^ 
y^idiQ^finftmtaiiebus  death,  aqd  as  no  exeeu* 
t;idiler  Was  fQiind  \i^o  would  obey  the  horrid  an4 
blbbdy  iord^rs,  Saul  coninianded  DoeghiiDfclftd 
jb^ttber  $bem  'm  hispr$fence  and  before  the  Court, 

STrawhi^  to  a  tlolhj  arid  the  finifbifig  aftton  of 
|xifs  life,  Saul  un4eir  gre^t  terror  and  s^larm,  led 
^anny  oyer  Gilboa,  i^  high  mounijtiii  to  meel 
^el^rmidjal^lelxQft  6f.the  PhiKftines^  and  hence 
)se  vieved  with  aftonifl^etit  their  n^mbers^  -their 
iaunettfe  pc^r  and  ntartiai  prowef^^  Saul  funk 
ftito  deQ[>oii4ency,  He  inttantly  fummoned  hist 
Priefts  and  commanded  them  to  enquire  of  the 
%jt>Td^  Saul  received  no  anTwer;  he  s^lflreired  him. 
ielf  i^lth  great  earnefinefs  to  the  Prophets,  they 
were  all  filent;  in  perplexkyj  wildnels,  and  dif-- 
tra^ion  Saul  called  in  his  fetvants,  and  He  fays^^ 
feek  me  a  woman  that  has  ^  familiar  fpirit,  and  hi^ 
fervants  told  hin|t,  at  Endor,  a  village  bard  "by, 
ihere  lived  a  wQO^n  well  kno\yn  to  be  a  Ssorcerefs,. 
Saul's  army  were  now  ^ncaaiped;  and  He  at  the 
dead  of  night  changed  bis  raiment,  and  in  difguife 
accorhpanied  by  itwo  fervants,  ftole  out  of  bis  teht^ 
^nd  fecretly  walked  dpWQ  to  the  village,  called  the 

Woijia^uili 
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Woniari  Ui»^  entered  her  houfe,  and  Saul  befeugKl 
her  to  bring  up  a  perfon  lie  (hould  name  to  Ker  j 
i;he  Woman  knowing  a  dete3iQi>  woujid  be  de>|b; 
thought  they  wert  laying  a  fn^^retp^  entrjajj Jiqr. 
file  pofitivety  refufed.  Saul^s  over  importunity^ aha 
a  iagred  oath  of  fafety,  which  he  made  her/ aj 
b^gjth  preva^iled  x)ver  her  fearsj^^  jBi^e  ventui;<is  ta 
Squire  who.  He  vianted,^  Saul  tetlj^her  Samuel  the 
Projphet ;  by  her  deadly  arts  aii  evil  fprnt  (asihc 
(bought)  was  brought  up,  and  He  perfpqated  Sa,- 
gimel^  the  Woman  learnt  froni  him  it  wajs  the 
^i^^  ajid  ihe  fcrea^^^  tboiiart  S^ulj  wh|^ 

li$^ft>  tiiqu  deceivefi  me?  fear  npthlng  lays  the 
king,  wiiatfaweft  thou?  Ihe  replied  an  old  mail 
Cometh  up-^what  form  is  he  of  (fays  Sauii)  honjlr 
kbje  clad  ? ,  ^nd  4^  tells  him  he  ia  cpvered  wi^  a 
mantle;  ajid  he  looks  like  a  Pne$«^  Thp  Gijioft 
^w  becam^  vifib|ij^;--^aul  ftpoped.  to  the  grQWifji 
^b(o.w.^d  biwftJl—i^eco)^^  it  muft>e  Sv 

inui^l^the.GJ^pflk  j^ddr^c^  Sa^ifl^^why  difqiu^^ 
^ft.me  ?  Saiit  apfw^s^  dimoSL  xpigjikiy  boQ;  usei;^ 
iipQahini^  God  b^^^  debited  himr^the  Gbqft  r^- 
j^iedt^  fip^e  Cipjdi  i^,  .4cj?/|rted  an^  bcgom?  tlpifl^ 

jl^h^yc  t^ad^r  a  coocerw  ktvof 

ini^^fts.  Hey  tljisji^  tby  dooip.  O  jSauU  **GtCMJi 
JbajJi^jfep^  fjcpnxj^  Kingdo«)9-^it  is  giv^n  tp 
^YMr*^^^^^^  Jfraei  fhall  (all  into  the  hands  of 
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the  PhiHftiiietfy  thou,  and  thy  fons  fhall  be  with 
ne  to  morrow." 

On  hearing  fo  tremendous  a  fentence  Saul  faint* 
cd,  he  laid  on  the  ground  as  dead  ;  after  he  re- 
covered from  his  fwopn  and  had  been  refrefhed 
by  food,  Saul  before  day-break  returned  back  to 
ills  Camp,  and  notwithftanding  he  had  been  thus 
acquainted  with  his  fate  and  what  would  befal 
him,  Saul  never  once  endeavoured  to  avoid  the 
firoke  of  death ;  on  the  contrary,  he  call  himfelf 
with  his  valiant  Sons  into  the  hotteft  fury  of  the 
battle,  efteeming  it  a  brave  adion,  in  company 
with  them,  to  die  thus  glorioufly  in  defence  of  his 
People. 

In  this  laft  fad  and  fatal  overthrow,  Saul  was 
mortally  wounded,  and  in  feveral  parts  of,  his 
body  5  bleeding,  fainting,  dying,  he  requeftedhis 
armour-bearer  to  run  him  through  with  his 
fyrord,  unwilling  to  fall  alive  the  fport  and  ma- 
lice of  his  Enemies ;  Saul  was  refufed,  his  faith* 
ful  fervant  trembled  at  the  orders,  and  Saul  is 
faid  to  have  fallen  on  his  own  fword,  ending  his 
infufFerablc  mifery  with  his  life.  Tfariee  of  his 
Sons,  Jonathan,  Abinadab,  and  Malchifi^a  were 
all  flain;  and  the  faithful  armour-bearer,  ftruck 
with  a  fcene  of  fo  muck  horror,  now  ftabbed 
'  himfelf 
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himfolf  and  fell  befide  his  mkfter.  i'ht  n<*xt 
morning  the  Philiftincs  in  plundering  the  fidd 
and  ftripping  the  flarn,  found  the  body  of 'Saiil,- 
and  the  bodies  of  his  three  fons,  and  they  hung' 
up  their  armour  in  the  Temple  of  their  God 
Afliteroth,  and  the  mangled  bodies  tl  ey  diC. 
gracefully  expofed  on  the  walls  of  3el:|yhai^,r 
The  brave  and  gallant  Jabtfhites  rememljbring 
the  fervices  of  Saul,  went  fecretly  by  night,  cut 
down  the  bodies  and  brought  theni  off,  and  ac^ 
cording  to  their  ufual  pra6iice,  they  burnt  theas, 
atid  gaye  ^hei|r  afhes  an  honourable  burial.  The 
Jabeihites  by  found  of  trumpet  proclaimed  a  fe-. 
ven  day's  fall  to  be  religioufly  kept  throughout  al) 
their  Qity,  and  ^.  public  mourning  f^r  Saul. 

Ai>  AmakljLite  with  his  clothes  rent,  apd  duft- 
upon  his  head,  fell  on  his  face  before  David,  and 
paid  him  homagie,  be  had  haflened  with  the  newa' 
of  the  djsfeat,    and  arrived  on   the   third  Ciay> 
bringing  with  him  the  King's   crown  and  the 
br^jcelet  yl^kh  hr  WQre^  a  confirmation  of  the: 
tFUth  of  his  ftory.     At  the  death  of  Saul,  Davi4 
wepi^.^    |l45  foFgQt  the  Enemy  and  mourned  ov^r 
the  maii^  |^m  paoft  tienderly  was  he  pierced  to  thtr. 
heart  at  the  death  of  Jonathan ;  and  be  lamented 
IfrwPs  fu&rings  aid  difgrace^ 

i|Vf  fc,  I.  H  b  Pavid 
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t)avid  rent  his  clothes.  He  fliewed  a  livdy  for^ 
row,  inftantly  He  proclaimed  a  folemn  fall  to  be 
religioufly  kept,  and  a  public  mourning  throujgh- 
out  his  army. 

Jonathan's  friendlhip  for  Cavid,  is  ^  perfeft 
atid  elegant  model,  truly  afFefting.  He  was  fo 
difintercfted  as  not  only  to  prefer  his  friend  to 
himfelf,  but  to  give  up  all  profpeft  of  honour  for 
H^  fake,  Hb  chofe  to  be  a  fubjeft,  that  his  friend 
might  be  a  King,  and  from  affeftion  to  David,  to 
incur  iht  atnger  and  deprecation  of  a  furious  and 
jealous  parent,  and  run  the  rifk  of  his  own  life, 
to  fave  the  life  of  his  friend,  this,  land  more  than 
this  did  Jonathan  for  DaVid,  His  loved  him  as  his 
own  foul,  and  no  one  can  read  the  thoughtful,  ten- 
der care,  and  contrivance  of  Jonathan,  for  the 
fafety  of  his  friend,  or  his  pious  addrefs  to  God 
on  his  behalf,  without  a  tear  of  pity  and  emotion  : 
Their  well  placed  confidence  and  mutual  affec- 
tion, their  intimacy  notwithftanding  the  almoft 
infurmountable  difficulties  attending  their  meet- 
ings, fo  many  renewals  of  friendfhip  are  all  highly 
pleafing:  True  merit,  manly  courage.  Love  and 
real  efteem  in  two  fuch  affeftionate  friends,  are 
bands  of  union  never  to  be  broken  or  forgot. 

David's  celebrated  dirge  and  lamentation  over 
Saul  and  Jonathan,  is  a  tender  greeting,  and 

highl/ 
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finilhed  pifture  of  forrow ;  it  is  furely  qm 
pf  the  moft  beautiful  elegies  ever  compofed. 

Refpcft  and  reverence  for  Saul,  and  love  for 
Jonathan  appear  in  the  ftrongeft  colouring,  their 
bravery  and  the  warlike  Glory  of  bpth  are  ftrik- 
ingly  applauded.  David  was  h}mfplf  a  v^Lrriof^i 
generous  and  noble.  He  celebrates  the  praifes  of 
an  enemy.  The  Poetic  Wifh,  that  IfraePs  (hame 
and  defeat  fliould  not  be  told  in  Gath  and  Afke- 
lon,  the  principal  Cities  of  their  Conqueror,  no^ 
in  high  feftivity,  dancing  and  rejoicing,  is  won- 
derfully expreffiv^  ^nd  piSurefque,  and  by  delir- 
ing  what  was  in  itfelf  impoflible,  David  pathetically 
yeprefents  his  burfts  of  forrow  and  moft  tender 
feelings. 

Jonathan  his  friend  and  the  glory  of  his  cojiiv-* 
try  is  firft  and  uppermoft  in  his  thoughts* 

1  The  Beauty  of  Ifrael  is  flain, 

O'  Warrior  upon  thy  high  places,  j   '^ 

How  are  the  Mighty  fallen  ! 

B  Tell  it  not  in  Gath, 

Publifli  it  not  in  the  ftreets  of  Afkelon, 
Left  the  Daughters  of  the  Philiftines  rejoicCi^ 
teft    the   Daughters    of    the    uncircumcifed 
triumph 

Hhi5  a  Yet 
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0  Ye. Mountains  of  Gilboa,  no  dew  upon  you. 
No  rain,  nor  fields,  nor  fruits  for  your  offerings 
There  the  Ihield  of  the  Mighty  was  vilely  cm, 
awjiy. 

•    The  ifaield  of  Saul,  as  if  unannointed  with  oil« 

4  Without  the  blood  of  the  Warriors, 
Without  the  fat  of  the  Mighty, 
The  Baw  of  Jonathan  turned  not  back, 
TJie  Sword  of  Saul  rieturned  not  cmpty^ 

g  Saul  ai)d  Jonathan,  in  their  live*  they  we^ 
lovely  and  pjsafanr. 
In  their  death  too,  they  werp  not  divided : 
Than  Eagles  more  fwift,    than  Iaqti^   moxp 
drong. 

€  Ye  Daughters  of  Ifrael  weep  over  Saul, 

He  draft  you  in  fcarlct,  and  deck -d  your'apr 
parel  with  gold.  > 

J  How  are  the  Mighty  fallen!  O*  Jonathtof   - 
O'  Warrior  !  upon  thy  High  Plftce3. 

6  I  am  diftreffed  for  thee  thy  brother  Jonathan^ 
Very  pJeafant  haft  thou  been  unto  me  ; 
Thy  Love  to  ine  was  wonderfiilj^ 
Pcffir.g  the  Love  of  Womeo* 


^  The  Mighty,  how  are  they  fallen ! 
And  the  Weapons  of  War  caft  away. 


Dayi^l 
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David-tnare  than  once  r^ers  to  the  fliameand 
4i%race  oi  Joofift^  thf  thield,  he  commanded  all 
:iis  People  to  commit  his  Ode  to  memory^  a  Fu^ 
neral'Dirge,  inwhiph  they  were  all  required  td^ 
be  perfeSt,  qach  one  was  expefted  iojcebcarfe  ft 
and  publicly  to  fmg  it,  in  comn^emoration  of  Sau) 
^nd  his  beloved  Jonathan. 

Saul  is  here  celebrated  for  his  warlike  prowefif, 
his  former  viftories,   his  fwiftnefs  and  ftrength, 
and  David  ihed^  a  tear  over  his  defeat  and  the 
indignities  offered  him  after  his  death,  and  no  one 
xefleStion  whatever  occurs  on  Saul's  cruel  perfe- 
cutions  on  himfelf ;  but  the  Prophet  tells  us,  Saul 
was  a  King  given  unto  Ifrael  in  wrath.     God  was 
pleafed  in  the  beginning  of   his  reign  to  cm- 
ploy  bim  as  an  inftrument  of  deliverance  to  his 
People,  and  he  gained  many  fignal  victories  over 
Ijheir  enemies,  but  after  his  difobedience  and  that 
Go4  had  rejefted  him,  and  commanded  David  to 
¥c  anointed  in  his  place,  then  he  fliewed  himfelf 
a  haughty,  cruel  and  bloody  tyrant,  obftinately 
refitting  the  well  known  will  and  commands  of 
God,  holding  thp  fccptre  in  violence.     In  wan« 
ton  barbarity  Saul  laid  his  murderous  hands  on  the 
High-Prieft  of  his  God,  his  Priefts  and  atten^ 
dants,  their  wives  and  children,  fuckhngs  at  the 
breaft,  and  even  all  their  cattle,  with  fubtilty  an4 
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malicious  fury  repeatedly  attempting  the  life  of 
David»  and  once  even  the  life  of  his  own  fo% 
while  all  the  time  he  was  in  his  own  confeience 
convinced  of  the  innocence,  the  amiable  charaQer 
and  virtuous  difpofitions  of  them  both. 


ON 
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A  T  the  death  of  Saul,  Abner  fon  of  Ner,  Com^ 
^  ^  mander  in  Chief  over  all  the  Forces  of  Ifra^ 
cl,  ambitious  himfelf  and  envious  at  Davit!,  pro- 
claimed Iftibolheth  King  of  Ifrael,  a  fon  of  Saul's 
who  was  now  forty  years  of  age. 

Abner  intended  to  enjoy  the  power  and  oaake 
the  appointments  himfelf,  but  he  thought  it  prudent 

ihat 
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that  Ifhbofheth  fhould  wear  the  Crown  arid 
afltfme  the  title*  He  (betreiore,  eondu^bd  ibte 
Prince  and  led  his  Army  over  Jordan  to  Meha* 
naim  and  there  proclaimed  him  King  over  all  If« 
rael,  putting  him  in  pofleffion  of  Gilead,  Afliur,. 
Ephraim  and  Benjamin,  and  the  other  tribes  be- 
yond  Jordan. 

David  wa«  at  the  fame  time  peaceably  a<id  ho« 
nourably  defied  King  over  Judah^  and  crowned 
at  Hebron»  which  was  then  the  capital  of  that 
Tribe. 

The  Kingdom  thus  divided,  remained  quiet  twa 
years.  No  hofiilities  had  been  declared,  th^ub« 
jcdis  of  both  princes  were  Ifraeliu^,  th^y  %erel^ 
all  brethren,  ^nd  fome  hoftile  overture  feemed 
neceflary  and  was  expeSed  by  both.  The  Rivef 
Jordan  divided  the  two  j^ipgdons^  afib^iug  thf 
boundaries  to  each« 

Abner  marched  his  Army  nearer  to  Judab»  and 
he  encamped  on  a  fpacious  plain  pn  the  bordiri. 
of  Gibeon,  intending  a  commencement  of  hoftilli*. 
ties.  Joab,  David's  Commander  in  Chief,  led  the 
Army  of  Judah  to  meet  them,  and  crcfted  hU 
Tents  on  the  oppofite  fide  a  celebrated  Pool  ia  full  ; 
front  of  the  Army  of  Ifrwl. 


The  two  Generais;  a$  a  trial  of  fkiH  and  miTitaty 
glory,  agreed  to  feted  I  out  twelve  choice  ycfung^ 
sten  and  let  them  meet  on  the  plain  in  view  of 
both  Camps  and  exhibit  featk^  of  prowef^  and 
i^arlike  maneavres,  a  boaft  of  difeipline  and 
manly  courage.  Soon  as  thefe  l?rdvc  fvJdicr* 
inet^  each  one  laid  hold  of  his  antagonift  by  the 
hair  of  bis  head,  and  thruft  his  fword  into  iiisfeU 
low's  fide,  and  they  fell  down  together.  Tne 
^ur  and  twenty  men  lay  dead,  and  they  were  all 
of  them  Benjamites. 

A  moft  bloody  Iwiufe  enfued,  Abner  and  hit 
ATmy.  were  totally  routed,  'Abner  himfelf  efcaped 
only  by  flight,  three  hundred  and  fixty  of  his 
troops  were  flain,  and  only  nineteen  on  the  Hdc 
f|f  David  befides  Afahel  a  Brother  of  Joab's. 

After  this  Viftory,  David^s  Army  encreafed' 
^ery  day,  Joab  grew  powerful  and  formidable, 
.  the  Army  of  Ifrael  deferted  from  Abner,  and  her 
l^came  every  day  weak-er.  The  War  continued 
dflurimg  the  remainder  of  the  life  of  Ilhb  ^flxeth^  a4x4 
^Uttle  mor^  than  C^ven  years  from  hu  coronation^ 

Abrtjet^s  ambition  wis  noticed  with  a  jealous 
eye  by  the  King,  and  a  connexion  he  had  form- 
cd  Witft*  Ri-zpah,  a^cbncuBine  of  his  Father's,,  en- 
xli^edlSifadibeih  aad^hcttow  for  di<riurfk  time  topic 
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courage  to  reprove  his  General,  Abner  retumecj 
it  with  thehaughtieft  infult,  threatning  to  transfer 
the  Kingdom  from  the  Houfe  of  Saul  to  David^ 
and  make  him  King  over  Ifrael  and  Judah,  from 
Dan  even  to  Beeriheba,  the  two  extremities  of  the 
Kingdom. 

Iflibofheth  was  terrified  and  alarmed.  He  da- 
red not  further  provoke  his  General,  for  he  pof- 
fefTcd  nmch  more  rntercft  and  power  than  himfelf, 
and  he  lived  in  continual  fear  of  him. 

Soon  after  this,  Abner  fent  meffenger^  to  David, 
acknowledging  the  whole  land  was  his  right, 
Saul's  Son  (he  faid)  was  only  an  Ufurpcr,  and  if 
Jiis  Majefty  would  pardon  paft  offences*,  both  hfe 
own  and  thofe  of  all  Ifrael,  and  receive  them  in-' 
,:o  his  grace  and  favour,  Abner  with  the  Army  of' 
Ifrael  would  all  fwear  allegiance  to  David. 

To  prevent  more  bloodfhed  as  they  were  alt 
brethren,  David  agreed  to  make  a  league  with 
Abner,  but  one  condition  He  preffed ftrongly  on, 
the  General,  if  thou  feeft  my  face,  thou  (halt' 
bring  with  thee  Michal,  my  wife,  whom  Saul  her 
Father  had^  in  order  to  infult  David,  married  to 
Phaltiel  the  Son  of  Laifli. 

Michal  had  been  before  fent  for  by  David, 

tnd  Abner  was  commiflioned  to  demand  her,  of 
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,lier  prefent  hufband,  and  the  General  accompa- 
nied her  himfelf  to  the  Court  of  Hebron,  witli 
only  twenty  of  his  brave  foldiers,  and  preYented 
Xhe  Queen  to  David.  Abner  and  Michal  were 
toth  of  them  gracioufly  received,  and  after  a  long 
conference,  when  his  yifit  was  paid,  Abner,  re- 
fpedfully  took  leave  in  order  (for  the  prefent)  to 
return  home,  hut  Joab  being  told  of  his  going, 
in  the  King's  name,  fent  for  him  back  from  the 
Banks  of  the  River  Jordan,  Joab,  met  him  at  the 
gate  of  Hebron,  and  unacquainted  with  the  pur-  * 
port  of  his  conference,  and  wholly  without  the 
King's  knowledge,  Joab  took  him  afide  and  ftab- 
bed  Abner  to  revenge  the  death  of  his  brother 
AfaheL 

David  was  violently  enraged  with  his  Gemeral, 
publidy  avowed  his  innocence,  pronounced  an 
awful  and  prophetic  curie  on  Joab,  his  children 
and  all  his  family,  after  which  he  iffued  out  the 
orders  hinnifel^  for  a  general  mourning  and  direfl:- 
cd  a  fplendid  Funeral,  in  Iv^tial  Pomp,  for 
Abner,  with  th^  tokens  of  lively  forrow  and  true 
reffpeft,  David  himfelf  walked  Chief  Mourner, 
He  fpoke  a  moft  pathetic  Oration  over  Abner's 
grave,  and  David  wept,  and  all  the  People  wept. 

Not  long  after  this  folemn  event,  two  Captains 

In  Ifhbofhcth's  Army  confpired  againft  the  life  of 
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their  Sovereign,  they  procured  accefs  to  liis  be^ 
chamber  when  He  was  lain  down,  in  the  heat  of 
jthe  day,  and  there  they  cruelly  murdered  him, 
and  then  cut  off  his  head.  The  two  Capuint 
cfcaped  privately,  fled  away  with  the  head  to  Hc^ 
broR,  and  prefented  it  to  David,  congratulating 
Kis  Majefty  o  i  the  death  cf  his  Rival.  The  Kinp 
fnft^ntly  proiiounced  fentence  on  the  two  Cap. 
tains,  and  ordered  tbem  to  a  public  execution, 
after  which  their  hands  and  feet  were  hung  up,  ^ 
tcltimony  of  th6ir  bafenefs  and  trophies  of  their 
treafon,  over  a  celebrated  Pool,  and  near  tbt 
public  wallf  and  general  relbrtat  iiebrom 

All  the  Tribes  now  aflembled,  and  with  the  EU 
ders.  Rulers  and  Magiftrates  they  came  in  a  body 
to  make  an  offer  of  allegiance,  and  pay  homage  to 
Pavid,  and  they  anoiAtcd  hm  ^  ^^i^ 4  ^°^^»  Kins 
over  all  XfraeU 

His  Army  now  confiftcd  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  expert  Warriors,  weU  armed  andt 
men  of  valour*  j^ 

David  gave  orders  for  the  decent  interment  of 
the  Head  of  lihboibeih  in  the  fame  grav$  with  thf 
budyof  Abner,  his  General,  in  the  City  of  Hf- 
bron,  where  David  had  built  a  Sepulchre  to  his 
memory.    David  now  made  a  feaft  for  all  his 
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8tifiief0U9  Ajmy^  a  feftivity  and  public  ccjotelm 
which  lafted'duriog  three  whole  days.  All  the 
Iribcskept  pouring  in  the  g'^eateft  plenty  of  proHi 
viCions  for  them  all,  they  thus  hofpitably  encrcad 
ed  the  profufion  and  fupported  the  liberality  oC 
Ihcir  Prince,  refolving  to  bear  themfelves  a  part 
pf  To  immeiife  an  expence  aiid  prodigality.  All 
the  People^  far  and  near,  brought  in  all  their 

There  was  a  general  joy  tbroij^jrhout  Ifracl^ 
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CONTAINING 

David's  Anointing — His    Introduftion  at  Court 

— Viftory  over   Goliah — Promotions  in   the 

Aripy — Friendfhip  with  Jonathan — Perfecu- 

tions  from  Saul — Marriage  with  Michal — Con- 

duft  to  Nabal  and  Abigail— -His  Bariifliment — 

His  manner  of  living  under  Achifti   King  of 

Gath — Burning  of  Ziglag — Deftruftion  of  the 
Amalekites, 


THE  Prophet  Samuel  was  ordered  to  take  a 
journey  to  Bethlehem,  and  carry  with  him  his 
horn  of  oil  and  a  young  Heifer,  and  he  was  ihct 
to  enquire  out  for  a  family  of  the  name  q^^' 
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When  He  arrived  at  the  Town,  he  killed  his 
Heifer,  and  he  offered  a  part  of  it  in  facrifice, 
and  while  they  were  cooking  and.dreffing  the  reft, 
the  Prophet  goes  in  queft  of  Jeffe's  houfe  and  his 
family.  He  afks  after  all  his  Sons,  Jefle  called 
them  all  in,  and  caufed  them  to  pafs  one  by  one 
before  him,  ,Samuel  in  his  own  mind  pitched  upon 
the  eldeft,  Eliab  a  brave  and  comely  youth,  but 
He  was  given  to  underftand,  neither  of  thefe 
prefent  was  theperfon  intended,  the  Prophet 
quite  at  a  lofs  enquires  of  Jeffe  if  thefe  were  all 
•  the  fons  he  had,  upon  which  he  was  told  that  there 
was  indeed  one  more,  a  ftripling,  the  youngcft,  and 
he  was  now  watching  the  Cheep,  he  would  imme- 
diately fend  for  him ;  Samuel  invites  to  his  feaft, 
Jefle  and  all  his  fons  and  he  appoints  the  Rulers 
and  Elders  of  the  Town  to  give  them  a  meeting — 
partake  of  his  feaft,  and  eat  up  the  remainder  of 
his  Heifer,  Jefle  and  all  his  fons  accepted  the 
invitation,  and  after  a  cheerful  and  hofpitable 
meal,  in  themidft  of  all  his  Brethren,  the  Rulers 
and  Elders  of  Bethlehem,  Samuel  took  out  his 
horn  of  oil,  and  anointed  David  King  of  IfraeU 

The  Anointing  Speech  while  he  was  rubbing  in 
the  Oil,  ' 

'*  Now  David  I  pray  thee  purfue  juftice  and 
obey  the  Commandments  of  the  Almighty.  So  fliall 

thy 
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'iKf  lUngiom  remain  to  thee  for  a  long  time;  Mid ' 
lliy  hottfe  become  famous  and  honourable^  Tboto' 
:  fliali  moreover  vanquifh  in  battU:  the  Philtftiaet* 
indwhh  wbad(»ever  Nation  thou  fhali  w«go  waf; 
ihott  flialt  aUay&  come  off  vi^oitoii^  rcsnowfieil^ 
procuring  to  thytetfin  this  life  time,  great  gior^i 
and  honour,  and  leaving  to  Pofterity,  a  nt^ir^ 
fifiiEious  fur  piety  ar.d  high  Mcbievemcms.*^ 

On  an  e\*ent  fo  extraordinary »  and  unexpeOe^?. 
the  Prophet  leaves  them  to  make  their  own  reflect 
lions.  He  break&  up  the  Qoinpanyi  and  retomt 
kome  to  Ramah« 

Tt  is  eaCer  to  cohcetve,  than  to  exprets,  tlj^' 
liffeds  this  wonderful  change  inftantly   wroaght» 
in  this  ruddy,  innocent  and  ve.y  beauiifut  j^outht 

He  no  longer  confidered  fatmfetfa  Aepfaevdip 
tte  was  deftined  to  be  a  King,  <<  The  fpirit  nf  tb0 
^  Lord  came  upon  David/'  He  became^  valiaat^ 
tefolute,  wife,  foted  for  the  events  that  awakeA' 
kirn,  the  Dignity  and  Gc^vernment  to  which  H^ 
was  advancing.  David  rctorned  to  hia  flocks^  Am 
company  parted  and  retired,  awfully  impfeffed 
with  the  confecration,  and  the  folemnity  of  the 
facrifice  which  had  preceded  it* 

Saul's  impiety  ^nd  the  reproaches  of  hJi  confer 
:ncc«  deftroyed  all  his  peace  of  mind^  and  intrb- 
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ikccd  the  fad  and  gloomy  horrors  of  ^ejeajbai 
and  melancholy^  and  his  Nobles  encouraged  th6 
mod  cheerful  fcenes  and  all  the  charms  of  mufic 
16  awake  and  roufe  him  from  his  own  refleftions. 
•*  The  fpirit  of  the  Lord  had  departed  from  Saul^ 
and  he  unhappily  became  his  own  tormenter^ 
jealous^  malicious,  envious^^  cruel. 

It  was  this  miferable  and  dejefted  ftate  of  the 
King  which  occafioned  David's  fxrft  introdu^ion 
to  the  Court  of  Saul. 

One  of  the  Nobles  in  waiting  had  feen  a  Son  of 
Jeffe's,  and  told  the  King,  He  was  a  fweet  youth, 
that  he  played  delightfully  on  the  harp^^a  pleafing 
youth  indeed  of  great  courage  and  highly  favored 
of  God.  Saul  was  ftruck  with  the  charafter, 
fends  immediately  to  Jefle,  and  defired  he  would 
let  the  young  Ihepherd  return  with  his  meflengers. 
Jefle  was  pleafed  with  the  notice  and  with  the  in« 
vitation,  he  readily  obeyed,  and  according  to  the 
eii.ftom  of  the  times,  he  fends  by  his  Son  an  Afs 
laden  with  bread,  a  bottle  of  wine  ajid  a  Kid,  a 
prefent  to  his  Majefty.  David's  very  charming 
perfon,  his  flvill  and  proficiency  in  playing,  and 
his  unafFeded  manners  foon  won  upon  the  affec- 
tions of  Saul,  and  he  appointed  him  a  poll  in  bis 
family,  at  firft  one  of  his  bodj^uards,  and  very 
foon  after  the  King  made  him  his  armour  bearer. 

Voul.  Kk  David 
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David  was  now  twenty  years  of  age^  and  he 
continued  his  places  at  Court  until  Saul  was  re- 
covered from  his  gloom  and  melancholy.  Jefle 
then  fent  a  refpeftful  meffage  to  Gibeah  and  re- 
quelled  his  Son  might  now  return  home,  David 
was  his  ydungeft  child,  he  had  been  long  abfent, 
and  his  father  longs  to  fee  him»  very  defirous  of 
his  affiftance  and  care  of  his  flocks,  Jefle  fends 
to  Court  three  of  his  Brothers,  with  a  humble 
petition  they  might  be  honoured  with  an  employ- 
ment there,  and  fupply  the  place  of  bis  Son  David. 
.  Upon  tliis  meflage,  and  requeft  of  his  father^ 
David  obtained  leave  to  return  to  Bethlehem^ 

The  Philiftines  envious  and  alarmed  renewed 
their  quarrel  with  the  Ifraelites,  and  a  vaft  Army 
encamped  in  the  Valley.  Jefle's  three  Sons  had 
all  of  them  been  promoted  in  the  Army,  and 
He  fends  David  to  the  Camp  to  enquire  after  his 
Brothers,  and  carry  them  aprefent  of  provifions, 
and  he  alfo  fent  a  prefent  to  the  Captaiii  of  the 
Regiment,  under  whofe  command  they  ferved^ 
When  David  arrived  at  the  Camp,  the  two  Ar-< 
mies  had  advanced  in  front  of  one  another,  the/ 
ftood  in  battle  array,  and  while  he  was  delivering 
his  prefents  and  talking  with  his  Brothers;  Goliah 
of  Gath»  a  Huge  Giant,  twelve  feet  eight  inches 
higb,   surmed  Cap-a-pee,  advancing  before  the 
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l^hiliftines  troops,  his  enormous  fize,  and  haughty 
threats,  were  terrifying  and  horrible.  He  flood 
infulting  and  defying  the  Armies  of  Ifrael,  chal- 
lenging them  to  reft  the  decifion  of  the  day  upon 
the  event  of  a  duel.  Goliah  had  thus,  day  after 
day,  for  forty  days,  repeated  his  challenge  and 
his  infult.  Ifrael  had  always  fled  away  in  terror, 
whenever  He  made  his  proclamation.  Saul  him- 
felf  was  greatly  afraid,  and  he  had  publicly  offered 
a  Princely  reward  to  whomfoever  would  bring 
him  the  head  of  Goliah.  David  feemed  very 
much  inclined  to  encounter  himfelf  this  great  and 
mighty  Giant,  he  was  a  very  good  mark,  and  he 
could  always  keep  out  of  his  way.  Eliab  his  eldef^ 
Brother  foon  difcovcrsd  his  thoughts,  and  he  was 
very  angry  with  him;  and  reproved  him  fharply, 
accufing  him  of  pride  and  ambition,  propofed  his 
return  and  fatirically  afked,  who  took  care  of  the 
fheep  ?  David  turned  away  from  him,  and  direfts 
his  difcourfe  to  another,  and  enquired  about  the 
King's  offer  and  the  reward.  His  bravery  and 
inquifitivenefs  were  foon  reported  to  Saul,  upon 
which  David  was  ufhered  into  the  Royal  Tent,  and 
he  there  openly  tells  Saul,  **  thy  fervant  will  go 
fight  with  this  Philiftine;"  Saul  commended  his 
courage,  but  he  .formed  very  little  expeftation 
from  (o  unequal  a  combat.  **  Thou  art  but  a 
child,  and  he  a  Man  of  War  from  his  youth.' • 
kk2  David 
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D^vid  innocently  and  very  modeftly  told,  how  he 
had  ildin  a  Lion  and  a  Bear  and  refcued  a  lamb  from 
their  jaws,  and  concludes  without  a  doubt,  he 
ihould  in   like  manner  vanquiih  this  uncircum* 
cifed  Philiftine.     The  Lord  that  delivered  me 
out  of  the  paw  of  the  Lion  and  the  Bear,  He  will 
deliver  me  out  of  the  hand  of  this  Philiftine,  fo 
audacioufly  defying  the  Armies  of  God.     Saul 
.overcome  by  the  humble  confidence  and  fortitude 
of  the  gallant  youth,  grew  charmed  with  his  bra- 
very andheroiCm,  and  be  began  to  hope  fomething 
from  his  efforts,  "  Go  fays  he  and  the  Lord  be 
with  thee,"  Saul  with  his  own  hands  buckled  on 
klis  accoutrements  and  began  to  equip  David  for 
the  battle.     He  put  on  a  helmet  of  brafg  upon  his 
head,  and  covered  his  body  with  a  Coat  of  Mailj 
and  David  girded  his  fword  over  all  and  he  now 
affayed  to  move,  but  fo  unwieldy  and  fo  much  in 
want  of  freedom  and  eafe,  David  petitions  to  be 
undreffed  to  get   rid  of  his  load  and  confinement, 
fword  and  all.     Unaccuftomed  to  armour,  in  his 
fliepherd's  frock,  with  his  ftaff  and  his  fling,  he 
chufes  from  the  brook  five  fmooth  ftones,  and  puts 
them  in  his  fliepherd's  bag,  and  advances  boldly  to- 
wards Goliah,  the  fturdy  Warrior  feeing  a  ruddy 
beautiful  youth  in  a  fliepherd's  drefs,  with  his  bag 
and  his  ftaff  calls  out  to  him,  **  am  I  a  dog  thai 
!!  thou  Cornell  to  me  with  Hones  and  a  ftick^  X  will 

give 
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^  give  thy  flcfb  to  the  fowls  of- the  air  and  tlie 
••  beafts  of  the  field/'     David  with  magnanincutf 
replied,  "  I  come  to  thee  in  the  name  of  the 
**  Lord  of  Hofts,  the   God  of  the  Armies    of 
«*  Ifrael,  whom  thou  haft  defied;  I  will  fmite 
•*  thee,  and  take  thy  head  from  thee ;  and  I  wiB| 
**  give  the  carcafes  of  the  Hoftof  the  Philiftioe* 
••  to  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  the  wild  beads  of 
•*  the  earth ;  that  all  may  know,  the  Lord  favetl| 
'*  not  with  a  fword  and  a  fpear — The  battle  is  the 
•'  Lords',  He  will  give  it  into  ourhands."  Golis^ 
drew  his  fword^  David  ran  to  meet  him/and  he 
took  out  a  fmoorh  fione,  (lang  it«  and  fmote  the 
Philiftinc  tq  the  ground.  He  then  run  forwardi^ 
flood   upon  his   body,    and  with     Goliah's   owtt 
fword,  cut  off  his  bead,  and  prefented   it  to  SaulL 
The  Phililtine  Array  feeing  their  Champion  faH 
precipitately  fled,  and  left  all  their  tents  and  bag^ 
gage*  and   were  purfued    by    Saut    with     great 
flaughter  through  the  way   of  Shaaraim,  to  tli<( 
very  gates  of  their  own  Cities  even  to  Gath  and 
^kron. 

David  carried  the  fword,  the  huge  brazen  cap 
and  aii  Goliah's  armour  to  his  own  tent,  airtdl  flie 
weight  of  the  armour  was  one  huftdred  aint  eigftiiy^ 
nine  pounds  Troy,  and  the  head  of  the  fpear  twoi 
and  iwcmy  pounds. 

A  gallantrjf 
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A  gallaDtry  and  conduft  fo  fpirited  and  heroic, 
|>rocured  David  high  promotion  and  advancement 
in  the  Army.  Saul  would  not  fuffer  his  return 
borne,  He  made  him  Capuin  over  the  Men  qf 
W|ir,  and  kept  him  near  his  own  perfon,  promoting 
bim  from  pod  to  pott,  yet  every  advance  was  ob- 
tained by  fome  new  exploit,  his  modeft  merits 
David'3  own  prudence  and  confummate  valour. 

AcfaaraBer  (bdiftinguifhingly  amiable  together 
with  this  laft  fignal  Vi£tory  procured  him  the  notice, 
love,  and  friendlhip  of  Jonathan,  the  eldeft  Son 
of  the  King,  He  was  fo  charmed  with  his  valour, 
his  innocent  and  una£Fe6ied  addrefs  to  his  Father, 
and  h  is  highly  pleafing  perfon,  that  he  conceived 
the  tendereft  regard  and  friendftiip  for  him.  The 
foul  of  Jonathan  was  knit  to  the  foul  of  David-— 
He  loved  him  as  his  own  foul — and  now  that  He 
might  appear  as  a  King's  Son,  He  pulled  off  his 
own  robe,  and  all  his  clothes,  and  put  them  him- 
felf  on  David,  and  begirt  on  him  his  own  fword, 
and  prefented  him  with  bis  bow  and  his  military 
|;irdle  or  fa(h. 

Upon  all  occafions  David  proved  the  finccrit/ 
of  his  love  and  friendftiip  for  Jonathan,  a  reci- 
procal efteem,  a  moft  tender,  afie£lionate  regard 
throughout  his  life,  till  a  fudden  death'  divided 
them,  at  which  time  it  broke  out  in  burfts  of  forrow 

and 
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smd  heart-piercing  lamentations,  He  wrote  the 
moft  beautiful  and  pathetic  elegy  for  his  friend^ 
and  appointed  a  folemn  public  mourning  and  a 
general  faft  to  be  kept  by  all  his  Army,  on  zc^ 
count  of  the  death  of  Saul^  and  his  beloved  Jona* 
than. 

If  you  would  view  a  pifture  of  aJFeflionate,  ge^ 
tierous,  and  difinterefted  friendihip,  and  fee  how 
tenderly,  yet  manfully  to  prefer,  Ae  fafety  and 
intereft  of  your  friend^  to  the  fafety  and  intereft 
of  yourfelf^how  you  may  freely  give  up  ambition 
and .  royalty^  add  court  a  Parent's  anger  and  ^  his 
frowns,  to  guard  and  ward  them  off  another^  be 
yourfelf  a  fubjeft,  that  your  friend  may  be  a 
King  ;.  enter  into  the  hiftory  of  two  fuchaflPec- 
tionate  and  amiable  friends.  / 

David  was  hitherto  advancing  higher  and  higher 
in  the  efteem  of  his  Sovereign,  the  love  of  the 
young  Princes  and  the  People,  every  thing  went 
on  as  heart  could  wifh,  and  Saul  propofed  to  him 
an  alliance  iahis  family,  a  marriage  with  the  Pria. 
cers  RoyaU  The  King's  gloom  and  mclancholjr 
^unfortunately  returned,  and  with  its  ufual  atten* 
dams,  horror,  jealoufy  and .  diftraftion.  Saul 
bad  always  commended  and  publicly  approved  the 
warm  and  tender  attachment  of  his  Son,  and  he 
kfkd  advanced  David  his  friend  to  a  high  and 
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dMHnguiflied  Pod  in  his  Army,  returning"  back  d 
Cbnqtreror  and  in  triumph  to  his  Capital ;  and" 
l^zirid  marching  at  the  head  of  his  Regiment  be-. 
Bthii  him,  atll  the  People  ran  out  in  the  Towns  and 
Chiefs  through  which  he  paffed,  in  high  feftivitjr 
and  joy  to  meet  King  Saul,  dancing  and  fportive/ 
ifaey  bad  Tabrets  and  Pipes^  and  Ballad-fingers 
aad  Harps* 

•*  Saul  hath  killed  his   thoufands,** 
•*  David  his  ten  thoufands/* 

While  Saul  was  lifleiiir»g  to  the  women.  He 
{uddenly  grew  furious  with  indignation,  and  rage^ 
and  ever  after  even  to  the  end  of  bis  life,  Saul 
watched  every  opportunity  to  deftroy  DavicU 
It  was  on  the  very  next  day,  while  in  one  of  hit 
gloomy  fits  David  was  playing  to  him  on  his  harp 
tp  divert  his  melancholy,  Saul  threw  a  javelin 
at  him,  intending  to  kill  him,  and  nail  bim  to 
the  wall ;  David  ftepped  afide  and  left  the  roony 
and  foon  after  his  return  Saul  flung  a  dagger  at 
him,  and  David  again  withdrew  from  bis  pre- 
fence.  Two  fuch  fignal  deliverances  increafe4 
the  jealoufy  and  fufpicions  of  the  King,  and  be 
plainly  faw  God  had  prote6ted  David* 

After  fuch  proofs  of  deliberate  malice  arid' 
cruelty,  Saul  could  not  expeS  or  cbufe  the  daily 
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&itcn()^nce  of  David  about  his  pcrfon ;  He  madt 
iiim  Captain-general  of  a  Rcgiinent  employed  at 
*  k  diftance^   and  David  tempered  his  Command 
'  ^ith  fo  much  kindnefs  and  prudence,  difciplining 
iind  heading  his  Troops  himfelf,  whenever  their 
fervices  were  required,  that  his  condiift,  judgment 
Iknd  circumfpeftiort  gained  him  the  notice,  eflteem 
and  love  of  all   Ifrael  and  Jiidah;  fpirited  and 
valianti  a  good  Commander  and  highly  fuccefs- 
ifiil.     Saul  could   but  obferve  how  well  David 
behaved,  ind  how  much  he  was  beloved,  and  he 
dreaded  him  the  iDore  for  it.       But  he  now 
ihoiight  it  would  be  wifer,  to  aft  lefs  openly  and 
to  conceal  and  blind  his  intentions  refpefting  him^ 
He  therefore  determines  upon  another  device  to 
deftrdy  this  noble  and  lovely  youth,  he  is  con- 
triving how  to  enfnare  him^   and  by   exalting 
him  high  in  his  family,  put  him  on  performing 
ibnie  very  dangerous  feats  of  valour ;  and  Saul 
fent  by    his  difpatches  a  propdfal   to   him  to 
hiarry  his    eldeft   Daughter,   but   he    wa3  firft 
id  fignaiize  and  diftinguifh  himfelf  in  an  expe**" 
dition  againft  the  Philiftines,  expofing  him    to 
ixiuch  hazard  and  requiring  great  (kill  and  valour: 
Saul's  fecret  hopes  were,  that  in  a  poft  of  To  much 
danger  David  would  lofe  his  lif^  among  them. 

.Pavid  received  the  King's  meffage  and  his 
LI  propofal 
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propofal  very  modeftly,  with  gratitude  and  hu- 
mility ;  but  Saul  foon  altered  his  mind,  and  He 
married  Merab,  his  eldeft  Daughter,  to  Adriel,  a 
Meholathite,  no  doubt  a  prefent  mortification, 
and  an  unpleafant  proof  of  Saul's  infinccrity. 

The  next  contrivance  of  the  King's  was,  to 
publifh  to  his  Servants  and  Courtiers,  and  by  them 
to  inform  David,  he  intended  Michal  his  fecond 
Daughter  for  his  Wife  ;  but  Saul  bid  them  tell 
him.  He  firft  expefted  a  frefli  proof  of  his  valour; 
an  attack  upon  the  Philiftines,  and  a  deftruftion 
of  at  leaft  an  hundred  of  their  Troops.  The  He- 
brews were  fo  conftantly  at  war  with  that  Nation^ 
that  an  opp6rtunity  foon  offered,'  and  he  cou- 
rageoufly  flew  two  hundred  Philiftines. 

Saul  had  now  no  excufe  whatever.  He  had 
made  a  free  offer,  one  only  condition  required, 
and  that  more  than  fully  complied  with,  his  fecret 
hopes  are,  he  may  hereby  lay  a  fnarc  for  his  life, 
and  Saul  gives  his  fecond  Daughter  to  David; 
Michal  indeed  was  faid  to  have  been  in  love  with 
him,  and  her  affeftion  and  contrivance,  as  well  as 
her  Brother  Jonathan's,  was  of  very  great  advan- 
tage to  him,  and  the  faving  of  his  life.  David 
had  not  long  returned  to  Court  before  another 
javelin  was  ftruck  at  him,  arid  it  pierced  into 
the  wall  behind  him  5  He  goes  home  to  his  own 
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Houfe  and  Saul  purfued  him  there  and  planted  a 
G^uard  round  it.;  his  faithful  Wife  at  midnight 
contrived  to  let  him  down  from  a  window,  a  fpot 
the  Soldiery  could  not  furround.  Early  in  the 
morning  a  detachment:  entered  the  Houfe  with 
orders  to  naurder  hin)>  aiid  Michal  frames  a 
ftory  :t— 

*^  David  was  in  his  bed,  he  was  very  fick  and 
*'  in  a  fever;  fhe  invited  the  men  to  the  Chamber- 
"  door,  points  to  the  bed,  and  fhe  had  put  into  it 
*'  the  figure  of  a  man,  and  covered  it  clofely  up 
"  with  the  bed-clothes/' 

Michal  then  fent  them  back  to  her  Father, — 
the  Soldiers  were  commanded  inftantly  to  return 
and  bring  away  bed  and  all.  The  ftratagem  was 
now  obliged  to  be  difcovered,  and  Saul  grew  quite 
furious  with  rage  and  difappointment. 

David  made  the  beft  of  his  w^ay  to  Ramah,  and 
took  fhelter  under  the  ropf  of  his  pious  and  very 
worthy  friend  the  Prophet ;  Samuel  foon  fufpeds 
his  fafety  in  Ramah,  and  He  accompanied  him  to 
I>J^aioth,  a  pleafant  Village,  and  the  School  of  tl>e 
ypung  Prophets,  not  very  far  from  the  City.  Saul 
fent  difpatches  to  Ramah,  and  to  Naioth,  but  the 
meffengers  were  difpoirelTed  of  all  power  to  hurt 
David^  or  even  to  come  near  him,  inftcad  of  exe- 
L  1  2,  cuting 
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iCtiCitig  their  orders,  they  on  hearing  the  young 
Prophets  finging  Divine  Hymns    and   prsd^K^ 
God,  feem  themfelves  endowed  as  it  were  with 
l^rophetic   rapture  ^nd  devotion ;  thua  withadt 
executing  their  Commiilion  they  returned  back 
to  Saul.     The  King  difpatched  inftaintly  more 
ineflengers,  a  fecond  and  a  third  time^  but  with  no 
better  fuccefs,  upon  which  Saul  fet  out  himfelf  for 
j^aioth/and  He  alfo  felt  a  Spirit  which  totally 
difqualified  hiin  and  he  feemed  to  be  prophe« 
Jying ;  Saiil  laid  afide  his  robes  and  his  ehfigns  of 
royalty,  and  all  the  whole  day  he  lay  down  on 
i^e  ground  uncovered  and  all  the  following  night; 
by   which  means   David  had  time  to  make  his 
efcape  from  Ramah  unpurfued  by  Saul  or  his 
ineflengers.     During  this  perplexity  of  ftrange. 
events;  Jonathan  his  beloved  friend,  delighte4 
David  with  an  afFeftionate  private  vifit  and  in-i 
terview,  and  when  they  parted  they  exchanged  the 
kindeft  endearments,  and  gave  each  other  th^ 
ftrongeft  proofs   of  inviolable  friendftip,  and  the 
tendereft  regard  and  concern  for  each  other's 
fafety  arid  happinefs  ;  a  very  fhort  time  after  this 
interview  Jonathan  expofed  his  own  life,  to  fave 
the  life  of  his  friend,  he  found  him  out  by  a  ftone 
(a  particular  mark  agreed  upon)  juft  time  enough 
to  fecure  his  flight  to  Ahimelek  the  High  Prieft 
iit  Nob,  from  whom  he  obtained  fome  refrelh'* 
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)nem iar  hrmfelf  and  his  fmall  party^  and  upon 
idSding  him  if  He  could  furnifh  him  with  arms  qjf 
itty  kind,  he  wasprcfented  with  the  fword  of 
JOoKab,  and  Dayid  girt  it  on,  and  £lpd  away  Us^ 
Achifh  King  of  Gath ;  he  made  a  very  fhort  ftay 
with  this  Prince,  as  both  him  and  his  chara^ef 
were  well  known  to  the  Philiftines ;  the  Nobles 
and  Magiftrates  came  immediately  in  a  body  and 
reminded  the  King  of  the  famous  Song-— 

f*  Saul  had  killed  his  thoufands^ 
*?  David  his  ten  thoufands/* 

It  was  at  the  Court  of  Achifli,  under  his  great, 
perplexities,  Dayid  was  reported  fo  yell  to  have 
a£ted  the  part  of  a  madman,  in  order  to  excite 
their  pity  or  their  contempt,  and  the  better  ta 
iccure  his  perfonal  fafety  and  get  away  from  Gath  j 
under  fuch  circumftances,  and  fufpicious  appear* 
ances,  the  Philiftine  King  had  no  wiih  to  keep 
Itim, 

From  hence  Dftvid  and  his  few  men  went  and 
concealed  themfelves  in  the  Caye  of  Adullam, 

Saul  was  forely  difappointed  when  he  had  heard 
of  David's  efqape,  and  his  firft  fury  and  rage  fell 
on  l)is  Son  Jqnathanj,  and  afterwards  upon  all  his 
ScKvants.    Juil  at  this  time  Doeg  4rriv€;d  in  great 
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hafte  from  Nob  and  brought  the  news;  Abimelcch 
the  High-Prieft  had  enquired  of   the   Lord  for 
David,  and  he  hadfurnifhed  him  with  provifion 
and  arms;  in  SaaPs  hafty  and  inconfiderate  rage 
he  orders  up  the   High-Pricft  and  all  his  Family 
and  Servant:;  and  he  murdered  them  all,  inno- 
cent and  ignorant  of  having  offended,  the  Pricfls 
and  Attendants  were  eighty-five  in  number,  and  " 
they  all,  in  their  PrielUy  garments,  lay  butchered 
at  his  feet ;  but  Saul's  infatiable  fury  is  yet  un-- 
fatisfied,  he  fent  away  to  Nob,  and  he  there  put 
to  the  Sword  all  the  Men>  Women  and  Sucklings, 
Oxen,  AlTes  and  Sheep  and  all  the  Cattle  of  the 
place.     Orders  fo  bloody  anddcfpotic  Saul  found 
a  great  difficulty  in  getting  executed  ;  the  Offi- 
cers in  ivaiting,  his  Guards  and  all  his  Servants 
fhuddered  and  drew  back  at  the  thought  of  mur- 
dering the  High-Prieft  of  their  God,  an  innocent 
and  good  man,  and  his  Priefts  and  his  Family  if 
poffible  ftill  more  innocent ;  Saul  fixing  his  eyes 
o|i  Doeg  the  wicked  informer,  comnjanded  him 
to  be  their  Executioner,  and  he  with  his  bafe  con-* 
federates  butchered  them  all  themfelves.     Only 
one  of  all  the  High-Prieft's  Family  efcaped,  this 
was  his  Son  Abiathar  and  he  fled  for  proteftion 
to  David.     David  comforted  him  all  he  could, 
kindly  promifed  Abiathar  every  afliftance  in  his 
power,  and  fhould  he  ever  have  the  appointment, 

Abiathar 
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Abiathar  fhould  himfclf  be  HighPriefl  in  the 
room  of  his  Father.  Jefle  and  his  Wife  and  his 
Children,  his  Houfehold  and  Relations,  now  re- 
paired to  David's  Camp,  and  alfo  the  Prophet 
Gad,  they  were  all  flying  from  the  fury  of  Saul. 
Four  hundred  difcontented  and  indigent  perfons 
alfo  joined  him,  and  they  all  marched  together  to 
the  land  of  Moab;  David  here  gained  proteQ:ioa 
and  a  promife  of  fafety  for  his  Parents,  Relations, 
and  Friends,  and  leave  for  them  to  flay  in  the 
Country ;  but  He  and  his  Men  went  on  to  the 
Forefl;  of  Hareth,  in  the  land  of  Judah,  and: 
from  thence  into  the  Wildernefs  of  Zith,  andhis. 
little  Army  were  foon  encreafed  to  fix  hundred. 

Amidft  the  Caves,  Dens  and  Rocks,  he  here 
flieltered  himfelf  and  them  by  day,  and  here  his 
beloved  Jonathan  again  finds  him  out  and  vifits 
him,  affefilionately  enters  into  an  Alliance  with 
bim,  and  by  every  poflible  means,  encourages, 
comforts  and  fupports  David,  for  he  loved  him 
as  beloved  his  own  foul.  In  order  to  gain  favour 
and  credit  with  Saul,  the  Ziphites  fent  a  Meflen- 
ger  to  him,  and  informed  him  of  David's  retreat, 
and  upon  hearing  of  this  Difcovery,  David 
marched  all  his  Men  to  Moan,  and  there  Saul  pur- 
fued  him,  and  while  he  was  pitching  his  1  ents 
over  againft  him,  and  laying  a  plan  to  encompafs 

him 
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.iim  and  furrouiKJi  bis  little  Army,  Me&ngefir 
came  running  in  great  hade  to  the  camp  of  Saul; 
liie  Philiftine  Army  had  entered  Judaea  and .  weriif 
Already  ravaging  all  the  Towns  and  Cities  tbef 
pafled  through* 

Saul  marched  his  Trobpis  iiiiitiediately  td 
^ppofe  them,  and  as  Toon  as  ever  they  were  gone, 
David  Removed  with  h\i  Men  to  Engedi,  tnA 
Concealed  himfelf  and  his  little  Ariny  amongft 
its  ftrong  holds,  and  rocky  Caverfts.  As  roori 
as  Saul  had  drove  back  the  Philiftines,  ht  follow^ 
cd  him  here  with  three  thoufand  Men^  afid  agaiii' 
encamped  around  him* 

Saul  was  once  in  the  very  fafne  Cave  with 
David  and  his  Men  whifpered  hitn,  the  Enemy  is 
in  your  hands,  put  an  end  to  your  troubles;  David 
feemcd  to  liffeii  to  theni,  and  he  drew  near  lb 
Saul,  and  cut  off  the  Skirt  of  bis  Robe,  and 
then  drew  back  to  permit  his  efcape  un-hiirt,  and 
when  Saiil  had  got  to  a  fafe  Diffancc,  David 
proftrate  on  the  Ground,  in  the  moft  dutifdl  and 
refpeQful  manner,  called  out  to  Saul  and  rea* 
foned  the  cafe.  How  unworthily  fotindfccL  were 
all  his  fufpicions  of  him  ?  See  the  fignal  probFhc 
had  juft  now  given  hiiti,  how  much  his  Soul  aib- 
horred  the  crimes  for  which  he  Was  fo  unjuftly 
and  cruelly  perfecuted.     This    humble  and  af- 

fei^ing 
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feSling  fpeech,  and  backed  with. the  infallible  tcf- 

ytimony  of  the  Ikirt  of  the  Robe,  which  henow  held 

'  «p,  melted  Saul  into  tears,  tender  and  forrowjul; 

David  now  gained  his  ear  and  adds — 

**  I  am  a  well-wifhcr  to  thee  and  thy  Houfe^ 
**  why  goeft  thou  about  to  kill  me?  woiildeft  thou 
^  have  thus  dealt  with  me  ?  had  I  fallen  into  thy 
•*  Hands,  wbuldeft  thou  have  let  me  efcape  ? 
"  When  I  cut  off  this  Skirt  could  not  I  have  cuu 
*'  off  thy  Head?'' 

Such  proof,  fuch  candour,  modefty  and  frarik- 
ncfs  aftonifhed  Saul,  He  acknowledged  Dai^id*^ 
fuperior  merit,  and  He  cried  out — 

^*  You  alone  are  worthy  to  be  fet  on  the  Throne 
^*  of  Ifrael/'     Saul  wept  aloud —  • 

•*  Thou  art  more  righteous  than  me,  the  Au- 
**  thor  of  good  to  me  ;  I,  of  evil  and  calaniiti^s 

;**  to  thee ;  I  am  perfuaded  the  Kingdom  will  be 
**  thine.  God  will  give  it  thee  ;  now  fwear  to 'me 
"  thou  wilt  not  cut  off  my  Seed  after  me,^nbr 
•*  bear  in  remembrance  the  injuries  I  have  don^ 

^'  thee." 

•And  David  under  his  fad  neceflBties  did  fwear 

tintoi^vU. 

>I|n  J>avid 
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David  went  up  to  the  Strong  Hold  of  Mafthe- 
ron,  Saul  and  his  Army  returned  home  to  Gibeah. 
David  fufpefted  Saul's  fincerity,  and  removed 
his  little  Army  further  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Engedi,  towards  the  Wilderncfs  of  Paran, near 
Carmel,  in  the  Tribe  of  Judah. 

The  wife,  fpirited  and  noble  conduQ:  of  their 
General,  kept  all  his  men  under  the  ftriQeft  dif- 
cipline;  wherever  they  were  marched  they  proved 
a  fafe-guard  to  the  Inhabitants,  being  never  al- 
lowed to  plunder  or  rob  them  of  any  thing ;  in 
reward  for  their  watchfulnefs  and  forbearance, 
the  neceffaries  for  fubfiftence  were  very  ufually 
given  them.     Nabal,    a  rich  and  opulent   Car- 
melite,  the  Lord   of  the  Country,   was  fenl   to 
by  David  in  a  moft  refpe&ful  manner.  He  was  in 
great  want  of  provifion  and  neceffaries,  and  he 
gave  orders  to  ten  of  his  young  men  to  wait  upon 
Nabal,  and  deliver  him  a  modeft,  courteous  and 
obliging  meffage,  his  Army  was  in  prefent  want 
and  they  were  fent  to  requeft  a  fupply ;  at  Car- 
mel it  was  now  a  time  of  feftivity  and  Nabal  was 
feafting  his  fheep-fhearers   when  the  young  men 
arrived ;  the  haughty  and  brutifh  Carmelite  railed, 
infulted   and  abufed   them,  and  the  young  men 
returned  back  empty  to  David  :  Nabal's  Servants 
ran  and  told  their  Miftrefs,  and  they  fpoke  fo  fa- 
vourably 
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vourably  of  the  behaviour  of  the  young  men,  and 
of  David  their  Matter  and  his  whole  party,  that 
the  prudent  good  Wife  was  quite  afraid  of  the 
confequences,  and  afhamed  at  her  heart  of  the 
condufl  of  Nabal ;  without  his  knowledge  Ihc 
orders  the  Affes  to  be  faddled,  and  battened  to 
colle6l  all  the  fto|-es  {he  could  heap  up  and  pro- 
cure, then  ftie  mounts  one  Afs  herfslf  and  thofe 
that  were  laden  all  follow  her,  and  ftie  met  David 
and  all  his  men  coming  down  the  narrow  paffes 
6?  the.  Mountain  to  affail  her  Huft)and.  Abigail 
inttantly  difmounted  her  Afs,  fell  prottrate  oa 
her  face  before  David,  and  unaffeftedly  addreffed 
him—' 

^  Thy  handmaid  faw  not  the  young  men  whomi 
**  thou  fentett,  I  pray  thee  to  pardon  me,  forgiv6 
*'  the  trefpafs  of  thy  hand-maiden,  and  accept  of 
"  the  prefents  I  have  brought." 

So  prudent,  humble  and  fo  modeft  a  Speech, 
had  its  proper  influence  on  David,  he  was  quite 
charmed  and  delighted  with  her  behaviour  and 
accepted  all  her  prefents ;  but  David  told  her,  he 
was  then  on  his  road  to  dettroy  the  Houfe  of 
Nabal,  and  before  to-morrow's  light.  Abigail 
joyfully  and  refpeSfully  delivered  her  cargo, 
unloaded  her  Afles,  humbly  took  her  leave  of 
©avid  and  returned  home.  Nabal,  riotous  and 
*'  M  m  2  drunken^ 
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Aunken,  knew  nothing  of  her  abfence,  and  he 
^$  now  quite  unfit  to  be  told  the  occafion.  Abi- 
gl&iil  informed  him  of  it  all,  the  next  morning, 
tipon  hearing  the  ftory  of  his  Wife,  and  reflefting 
6n  the  efcape>and  on  his  own  behaviour  and  want 
Og  humanity,  his  Heart  fainted  within  him,  Nabat 
^came  lifelefs  as  a  ftone,  and  lived  only  a  very* 
i£w  days  aftierwards^ 

.  ipayid  was  told  of  the  Death  of  Nabal,  and  he 
Ibnt  ameflenger  to  Abigail  and  made  her  an  offer 
of  marriage;  Abigail  modeftly  anfwered— * 

1^1  am  my  Lord's  handmaid,  and  not  worthy^ 
♦''^of.fo  great  honour;  let  me  be  his  Servant 

^  jthd  wafti  the  /eet  of  my  Lord's  Servants  *' 

*. 

^But  £he  arofe  and  accompanied  the  meffengertf 
vho  conduced  her  to  David  and  he  married  her, 
David  had  alfo  married  another  Wife  of  the 
City  of  Abifarus,  for  Saul  had  given  Michal^ 
David's  Wife,  to  another  Hufband,  a  Son  of 
X*aifli,of  the  City  of  Gethla, 

,'Saul  received  another  meffage  from  Zipb; 
David  was  again  in  their  Territories,  and  in  c^fe 
He  would  come  with  his  Army  and  affift  them, 
they  would.be  fure  to  apprehend  him ;  Saul  fe- 
fcfted  out  tliree  tboufand  men,  and  let  out  on  hi  < 


(    26i    ) 

march  to  feek  David ;  the  Night  coming  on; 
Saul  pitched  his  Tents  at  Sifela>  a  Mountain 
feven  miles  from  a  City,  and  the  fpot  on  which 
the  Prophet  Habakuk  was  bufied. 

David  foon  heard  of  Saul's  new  expeditioit 
againft  hi^i,  and  he  fent  out  his  Spies  to  learn 
where  he  was ;  they  very  foon  returned  and  told 
him,  Saul  was  marching  his  Army  to  Sifela ;  at 
midnight  David  fallied  out  with  only  two  com- 
panions, and  he  climbed  up  the  Mountain,  faw 
all  their  Tents,  and  he  goes  into  Saul's,  which  he 
knew  by  a  fpear  which  ftood  near  it,  and  Saul 
was  fall  afleep  in  his  bed.  Abifliai  his  com- 
panion would  fain  have  murdered  Saul,  but 
David  prevented  him  —  **  He  is  the  Lord's 
**^  anointed." 

And  David  brings  away  a  Crufe  of  water 
which  ftood  by  his  bed>fide,  and  alfo  the  Spear 
from  the  door  of  the  Tent,  and  unperceived  by 
any  body,  he  flipped  away  from  the  Camp  and 
mounted,  the  Hill,  when  he  had  got  at  a'  fafc 
diftartce^and  yet  where  he  could  be  heard,  he 
hoUo'^  out  loudly  to  Abner  the  Captain-ge- 
neral aqd  waked  him  out  of  his  fleep,  Abner 
cries  pur,  **  who  are  you?'*  and  David  anfwers, 
'^  I  am  Jeffe  f"  how  comes  you,  a  General  in  fo 

high 
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high  a  Pott>  to  guard  your  King  fo  badly ;  as  the 
Lord  hveth,  thou  oughteft  to  die  :  See  here  the 
Crufe  of  water  which  flood  by  his  bed,  and  the 
Spear  from  the  door  of  his  Tent ;  what  punifh- 
nient  do  you  deferve  ?  While  they  were  talking 
Saul  awoke,  and  he  well  knew  the  voice  of  David, 
and  he  came  to  the  door  of  the  Tent,  and  having 
learnt  he  had  been  by  his  bed-fide,  and  carried  oH 
the  Crufe  and  the  Spear,  He  calls  out  to  David 
himfelf — 

"  I  am  firmly  perfuaded  that  thy  love  and 
*«  efteem  muft  be  very  great,  for  thou  couldeft 
«*  with  all  the  fafety  and  fec^recy  imaginable  have 
**  cut  me  off,  and  Saul  intreated  David  to  go  back 
•*  with  him  to  his  Houfe,  no  more  mifchief  Ihould 
"  ever  be  devifed  againft  him/' 

David  defired  him  to  fend  a  meffenger  for  his 
Crufe  and  his  Spear,  adding — 

"  May  the  righteous  God  judge  between  thee 
*'  and  me  ;  the  power  was  again  in  my  hands  to 
•*  have  flain  thee,  yet  I  reftrained  myfelf  from 
«  it". 

The  profpeft  of   a   Crown  would  not  tempt 
David  to  a  bafe,  difloyal  and  treafonable  aftion  to 
obtain  it.    David  did  not  chufe  after  this  to  con- 
tinue 
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tinue  longer  in  the  land  of  Ifrael,  thought  it  pro- 
dent  and   more  fafe  even  to   withdraw  into  the 
Country  of  the  Philiftines ;  upon  this   He  went 
again  to  Achifti,  Son  of  Maoch,  King  of  Gath ; 
Achifh  received  him,  and  all  his  men,  with  great 
kindnefs  and  hofpitality,  providing  for  them   all, 
and  he  affigned  a  convenient  place  and  a  part  of 
the  City   where   they  could  live  by  themfelves. 
David  dwelt  here  with  bis  two  wives  Achinaea  and 
Abigail,  and  Saul  came  no  more  himfelf,  nor  fent 
any  party  of  Soldiers  ever  after  to  moleft  him. 
As  his  refidence  was  within  the   City   Walls, 
David  did  not  altogether  like  it,  he  gratefully  ac- 
knowledged the  King's  kindnefs,  and  petitioned  his 
Majefty,  to   allot  him  a  place  to  himfelf  in  the 
Country  at  fome  little  diftance,  affigning  as  a  rea- 
fon,  he  knew   his  prefent  fituation  muft  be  very 
troublefome  to  him,  and  a  great  burden  and  ex- 
pence  to    the    State.     Achifh    appointed    him    a 
fmall  Town  called  Ziklag,  David  lived  here  four 
months   and   twenty   days,  and  by    making  ex- 
curfions  intb  the  enemy's  provinces  round  about 
him.  He  brought  off  Camels  and  Afles  and  much 
fpoil,  one  half  of  all  which  He  always  prefented 
to  Achifli. 

When  David  and  his  Men  were  employed  in 
-one  of  their  excurfions,  the  Amalekites  watched 

their 
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;  (heir  opportunity  und  befet  Ziklag,  tbcy  carriea 
off  Achinaea  and  Abigail,   David's  two  Wives, 
his  Family  and  all   the   Women,  Children    and 
Cattle  of  the  place,  and  after  having  plundered 
every   thing,  they  burnt    the    Town    to    afhes. 
When  David,  and  his  Men,  and  fome  few  in- 
habitants of  the  place  returned,  and  found  Ziklag 
burnt  to  the  ground,  and  not  a  Soul  left  to  give 
them  the   leaft  intelligence ;   they  were  all  very 
angry  with  David,  accufing  him  as  the  Author  of 
all  their  diftrefs.     David  was  himfelf  perplexed 
and  in  great  confternation,  and  he  applied  to 
Abiathar,  the  Son  of  the  High  Prieft,  and  aCked 
him  to  enquire  of  the  Lord.     David  wept  aloud, 
he  rent  his  clothes,  and  all  his   Men  wept  bit- 
terly; the  enraged  inhabitants  were  for  ftoning 
him  to  Death,   while  David  was  thus  forrowitig^ 
hope  and  confidence    in  God  alone  fupported 
him  ;   He  had  ordered  Abiathar  to  put  on  the 
Ephod  and  the  High  Prieft's  drefs,  and  He  now 
returned  with  orders  to   David,   to  purfue  the 
Enemy  ;  he  would  furely  overtake  them  and  re^ 
cover  all.     David  and  his  Men  immediately  fet 
out,  and  they  met  a  poor  Egyptian,  almoft  ftarved 
to  death,  and  David  fed  and  comforted  the  poor 
Man,  and  when  he  had  ftrength   to  tell    him, 
IJavid  found  he  was  a  Servant  to  one  of  thbfe 
who  had  plundered  and  burnt   the  Town    of 

Ziklag  5 


2Uklag.;  his  -Matter  had  left  him  on  tlie  roa^ 
flck.  David  now  took  hini,  with  him,  as  a  Guided. ' 
ahd  he  condmaed  him  to  the  place  where  thq. 
Am^lekites  hid  halted-  David  found  them  ^I^ 
ieating  and  drinking,  rejoicing  and  dancing  over' 
all  the  great  fpoils  they  had  taken.  In  revelry  and 
high  jollity,  thus  all  unarmed,  they  were  taken  by 
furprize;  teririblc  and  ftrange  was  the  flaughter, 
while  at  table,  eating  and  drinking,  many  had  their 
heads  chopt  off,  their  bodies  remained  fittings  fome 
ivere  half  afleep  and  they  awaked  to  die;  in  the 
aSiori  of  lifting  the  mug,  the  arm  and  the  mug  were 
lent  off  together;  ind  with  a  fecond  ftroke  the 
man.  SaVage  wa^  the  fcene^the  food  and  the  blood 
gufhing  out  in  a  torrent  j  froiri  "One  o'clock  in  the 
morning  until  the  evening,  horrible  and  bloody 
was  the  flaughter,  fouf -hundred  <inly  of  the  young 
hien  had  made  their  efcape  and  rode  away  on 
Dromedaries,  all  the  reft  were  every  one  cut  off. 
David  recovered  all  the  fpoils  they  had  taken^ 
his  two  Wives  and  the  wives  of  his  men.  and  the 
children,  s^nd  the  cattle,  after  which  he  and  his 
men  marched  back  to  Ziklag,  with  a  large  booty 
^hich  he  liberally  divided  among  his  neighbours 
and  friends. 

The  prudence,  'tnanly  courage,  and  refoliitc 

i*^i)dii£t jotaW  yoving  Prince  will  now  all  of  them 

A'^ot.  r.  N  n  intereft 


^^fl?^  you  ittittch  mprc^  His  affairs  brigkei* 
Up/  and  take  a  more  favocirable  turn,  the  death 
of  Saul  which  now  happened^  was  an  event  which 
opened  to  him  a  fair,  very  natural,  and  eafy  afceni 
to ;Ae  throne  of.Ifraeh 
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CONTINUATION  OF  THE     .1'., 
LIFE    AKp    R    E   I    G  ir  • 

o   t 

DA        V        I        D. 


Saul's  Defeat,  his  Death,  and  his  Sons--rDavid 
proclaimed  at  Hebron  King  of  Judah— Marri- 
age with  Maacah,  Daughter  of  the  King  of 
Gefliur— ^Vi6^ory  over  Ifhboflietb,  King  of 
Ifrael-r— Michal  broqght  bapk  by  Abner — 
Abner's  Death,  and  -Military  Funeral~Con- 
fpiracy  and  Murder  of  Ifhbofheth — David  prp- 
tlaimed  King  over  all  Ifrael-^Jerufalem  be^* 
JJeged  and  taken — David's  Refidence,  Palace^ 
Armory,  Riches-^Regulation  of  his  Family 
an4  Houfehold-n  Signal  Viftories  over  the  Phi- 
liftines,  Moab,  Hs^dadezer,  Zobah,  Betab,  aod 
Berothai-^Magnificent  Prefents  from  Toi  King 
of  Amatha^^Removal  of  the  Ark  to  the  houfft 
of  Obed-edom — A  fecond  Removal  to  Jeru- 
falem-^Solen^n  Proceffion  with  Sacrifices*-^ 
David's  Ambafladors  difgraccd  by  Ammon--^ 

.^    W^  ^;tb  the  Amn[)onites~-Siege  of  Rkbbah. 

'  "  '       '  ^  }\  ^  I-  X  F  ^ 
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D      A   •  V      I       D. 


DAVID  had  been  returned  only  two  gr  three 
;  days  from  the  flaughter  of  the  Plunderers  of 
Ziklag.  when  a  young  Amalekite  with  his  clothes 
rent,  and  his  face  fmeared,  and  eartb  upon  his 
bead,  fell  proftrate  on  the  ground  before  him  and 
paid  him  homage.  David  Hruck  with  the  objeft 
and  his  diftrefs,  a{ks  whence  he  came?  and  why 
fo  forrowtul  ?  The  Hebrews  were  totally  routed, 
a  mod  bloody  flaughter,  thoufands  of  the  flain  co- 
vered the  field,  Saul  valiantly  fought,  Saul  ivas 
defperately  wounded,  bleeding  and  exhausted  he 
put  his  fword  to  his  breaft^  and  had  no  ftiength  to 
*  '  thmftj 
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tfaruft;  be  commanded  his  armour-bearer  to  aiB(t' 
him,  he  trembling  and  faint  refufed  to  obey,  dif* 
t rafted  at  the  horror  of  falling  alive  in  the 
bands  of  his  enemies.  He  prayed  me  to  give  his  }pft 
^pund,  and  I  yielded  to  his  importunity,  his  three 
fons  had  ruflied  into  the  hottell  battle;  determined 
on  death,  Jonathan,  Aminadab  and  Melch^fufa 
refolutely  fell  among  the  flaih.  David  now  loft  ia 
grief  and  aftonilhment  could  hear  no  more,  the 
name  of  his  beloved  Jonathan,  had  ftruck  him 
quite  fenfelefs.  The  yoang  Amalekite  had  him- 
felf  ftript  off  the  emblems  of  royalty  from  the 
body  of  Saul,  and  he  delivered  up  the  crown  and 
the  royal  bracelets  he  had  brought.  He  told  them^ 
before  he  left  the  field,  the  armpur-bearer  pierced 
to  the  foul  at  a  fight  fo  horrible,  fell  upon  his  own 
fword,  there  was  not  one  of  the  King's  Giiards, 
officer  or  man  efcaped,  every  foldier  lay  bleeding 
and  dead. 

David  rent  his  clothes,  be  put  on  fackcloth,  ^11 
his  little  army  follow  the  example  of  their  General^ 
they  wept  aloud,  the  trumpets  were  ordered  to 
found,  a  general  faft  proclaimed,  and  days  pf 
forrow  and  humiliation. 

The  young  Amalekite,  who  brought  the  news, 
was  ordered  to  a  public  execution,  he  hdd  lifted 


{    87©    ) 

lap  his  hand  againft  the  Lords  anointed,  a  treafoii 
David  never  would  forgive,  though.it  was  Uust 
purchafe  of  a  crown;  by  dripping  off  frotp  Saul 
the  ehGgn^  of  bis  royalty^  he  looked  forward  to  the 
prorppft  of  reward  and  it  was  always  bi«  d^fign, 
!lo  pr^fennbcm  all,  to  David. 

'Refge6ling  Saul,  Dqivid  forgot  the  Enemy,  an^ 
inourned  over  the  iofs  of  the  man,  once  his  patron,  ' 
once  his  friend,  the  diftreffes  of  his  Oountrymen 
he  naoft  feelingly  bewailed,  but  the  fad  fate  and 
early  death  of  Jonathan,  had  melted  all  his  foul 
into  tendernefs  ^nd  forrqw,  he  could  only  conipof<£: 
laa)entations  and  elegies  in  his  praiie,  and  there  is 
fiothing  iq  eloquent  and  paffionate,  no  effufions  of 
heart-piercing  grief,  which  fo  much    exhibit  the 
charms  and  richnefs  of  genius,  and  are  fo  feelingly 
adapted  to  perpetuate  \\is  loye  and  fripndfhip  for 
cjver. 

As  foon  as  the  Days  of  fafting,  raournipg  and 
humiliation  were  over,  David  again  commands 
the  High.Prieft  Abiathar  ^o  put  on  his  gphod  and 
Pontificai  habit,  and  en^fuire  of  the  Lord  where 
he  Ihould  go,  and  He  was  dire^ed  to  Hebron; 
^hich  was  at  that  time  the  Capital  City  in  tbp  tribe 
of.Judah,  Jerufalem  was  in  the  poffcffioa  of  thd 
Jehufitgs,  $ind  David  with  his  wives,,  his  children j' 
^is  houfehold,  his  men  and  their  refpcdiye  famiw 


titt.'ii^cht  tip  t6  Hebron,  and  ihty  there  met  a 
peaceful  i^ceptioi^and  a  hearty  v^elcome  through 
out  the  City  and  its  neighbourhood. 

The  Eklers^  Rulets^  Maglftrates  and  all  the 
Tribes  aflembled,  they  iiraited  on  DaVidandthe/ 
all  paid  him  homage^  Great  multitudes  here  re- 
fbrted  to  him,  and  publickly  proclaimed  him,  a^ 
anointed  hifti  King  over  Judah.  David  wa^ 
now  thirty  years  oiP  age. 

At  Mehanaim,  Abner  Commander  in  Chief 
over  the  Army  of  Saul,  proclaimed  Ifhboihetl^ 
a  Son  of  SauPs,.  now  forty  years  old.   King  of . 
IfraeU      During  the  fpace  of  feyen  years  the 
KiA^doms  continued  thus  divided. 

The  Jebufitps,  with  zeal  atnd  courage,  had  reC 
cued  the  bodies  of  Saul,  and  his  three  Sons  from 
the  Walls  of  Bethfhan,  where  the  Philiftines  had 
fo  ignominioufly  hung  them,  arid  according  to 
the;  cuftom  of  their  City,  had  firft  burnt  their 
iKMlies,  and  then  honourably  intered  their  afitie^. 
the  firft  a£l  of  David's  reign,  was^  to  difpatch  a 
n^efliige  of  thamks,  a  refpedful  acknowled|;« 
iB^t  46  J2d>efb-Cilead,  commending  their  bnu 
irery  and  loyalty,  and  at  the  fame  time  notifying 
lu^eledkmby  the  tribe  of  Judah,  andhisafcent 
t^.lhe  Xjltjcm«  David  now  entered  into  a  n^w 
4QIUifC|^on  and  marries '  Maacah   Daughter  of 

Talmai, 
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Talmaii,  King  of  Gefliur,  (a  part  of  Syria)  irtd  by 
htx$  David  had  born  to  him  Abfallom  and  Tamar* 
Atthe  expiration  of  ttvo  years,  Abner  |>afled^thb 
River  Jordan,  it  ran  between  the  territories  of 
Judah  '4nd  Ifrael  and  divided  them.'  'there  was 
a  large  Pool  called  Gibeon,  on  ont  fide  this 
Pool  Crtcatnped  Abner  and.  the  Army  of  Ifrael, 
on  the  other  fide' of  the  Pool,  Joab,  David^s  Cap^i. 
tlin*Geh6r^l,  pitched  his  tents  aiid  ted  the  Aifi. 
'Uiies  of  Judah. 

As  yet,  between  the  two  Mofiarchs  nb  w4r 
had  been  declared,  no  hoftilities  commehcedf^ 
thiey  were  all  Ifraelites,  and  fome  hofiiie  overture 
.becanie  riecesflary.  The  Generals  oh  Both  fides, 
entered  into  a  very  Angular  treaty,  to  order  out 
from^  each  Army,  twelve  brave  men,  and  they 
were  to  meet  on  the  i)lain,  in  full  view  of  both 
Armies,  and  exhibit  proofs  of  Military  £kill  and 
warlike  maneuvres. 

As  foon  as  ever  they  had  marched  within  reacli 
of  one  another,  every  man  took  his  antagoriift  by 
'the  Ihoulder,  and  fheathed  his  fword  in  his  body^ 
The  four  and  twenty  brave  foldiers  all  laid  dead 
on  the  plain.  A  moft  fierce  and  bloody  battle 
enfued.  Abner  and  the  Army  of  Ifrael  were  to* 
tally  routed.  The  General  himfelf  cfcaped  only 
by  flight.     Joab  purfues  th^ni  moll  rapidfy  until 

fuiafctj 
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-^utaf-fet.  they  liad  now  entered  the  Wildcrnefs  of 
^^bebn,  and  it  was  here,  a  party  of  Benjamit^s^ 
acvailing  thcmfelves  of  a  rifing  ground,  rallied  fia-i 
(  ripufly    under  Abner,    bloody  was  the  conteft, 
Abner  weary  at  his  foul  of  fighting,  fent  a  flag  bf 
Truce  to  Joab,  we  are  all  Brethren,  why  fo  hor- 
rible a  flaughter?  Joab  commanded  the  Trum- 
pets to  found  a  retreat.     Abner    and  his  men 
took  their  way  to  Mehanaim,  and  Joab  marched 
his  Army  back  to  Hebron.     On  the  fide  of  Dsu 
vid,  only  nineteen  were  killed,  befides  Afahel  a 
brother  of  Joab's,  Jbut  a  much  greater  flaughter 
Oh  the.  fide  of  Ifrael.     Every  day  David  and  the  . 
men  of  Judah,  grew  ftrohger  and  ftrdnger,  Ifhbo- 
flieth  daily  weaker,  but  the  war  continued  until 

bi$  death. 

• ' * 

David  had  applied  to  Ifhboflieth,  requiring 
him  to  fend  over  to  him  his  wife  Michal,  whom 
S^ulia  David's  exile,  had  married  to  another* 

Abner,  the  Captain- General,  obtained  an  order 
Item  "the  King,  to  demand  her  of  Phaltiel  her  pre- 
-fcnt  hiift)and,  and  convey  her  over  tb  Hebron. 
Abher  accompanied  only  with  twenty  of  his  brave 
foldiets,  attended  Michal  on  her  journey,  paflcd 
irttb  her  over  Jordan,  and  Abner  prefented  her 
h!mf<^lf  to  David.  They  were  both  honourably 
•tn^  meft  ^racioufly  received.    After  making  a 

you  1.  ^    -Oq  leagac 
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-league  with  David,  and  Abner  already  Tet  out  on 
hi*  journey  baek,  JoaJb  entered  the  City  re- 
turning home  in  triumph  from  purfuing  the  RhU 
liftines,  and  when  he  was  told  of  Abner's  vifit, 
the  General  gtew  jealous,  and  on  being  introduced 
fa  the  King,  he  rudely  reproved  him,  and  tjben 
haftily  fent  a  meffage,  in  the  King's  name,  and 
^rought  Abner    back  from   the  well   of  Sirah^p 

.  Joab  met  him  at  the  gate  of  Hebron,  there  took 
him  afide,  and  fmote  him  under  the  fifth  rib'. 
Abner  was  inftantjy  dead,  and  thus  Joab  was  re- 
irenging  the  blood  of  Afahel  his  brother,  and  rid* 
ding  himfelf  of  a  very  dangerous  adverfary. 

When  the  news  was  brought  to  Court,  Davidl 
l^as  feized  with  indignation  and  the  deepefi  di£» 
trefs;  before  all  his   People  He  moft  folemnly 
called  God  to  witnefs  his  innocence,  He  was  no 
ways  acceffary  to  the  murder  of  Abner,  perfeQJy 
unacquainted  with  the  dark  defigns  of  Joab;  upon 
lis  General,  and  upon  all  his  family  and  relatives, 
X)avid  pronounced  a  prophetic  and  moft  heavy 
curfe^     He  affembled  his  Ariny,  and  enjoined 
them  all  to  march  in  military  pomp,  as  mourners, 
before  the  Bier  of  Abner,  with  the  livelieft  for- 
row,  tears  and  loud  lamentations,  their  Clothes 
rent,  afiies  on  their  heads  and  all  in  fack-cloth, 
David,  in  the  fame  drefs,  with  aJU  the  folemn 
^  ^  tokens 
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tbkens  of  real  grief,  walked  cbief-moumer,  foli 
lowing  the  corps. 

In  mournful  proceffion,  and  with  all  thefe  mar«» 
dal  honours,  amidft  the  fighs  and  lamentations  of 
the  Army  and  the  People,  the  Elders,  the  Ma#i 
giftrates  and  their  Prince,  they  buried  Abner  in 
Hebron,  David  compofed  a  funeral  elegy,  fpoke 
himfelf  the  Oration  over  his  grave,  and  h^  faiecj 
for  Abner  until  fun-fet^ 

Such  a  generous,  and  unaffeGled  fliew  of  grie^ 
was  noticed  and  greatly  revered  by  his  Yiibjefl's^ 
it  gained  him  their  ^fpeQ:  and  affeftion,  they 
had  ocular  demo^ftration  of  the  moft  tender 
feelings,  and^  witnefTed  the  very  amiable  difpoj^^ 
tion  and  liberality  gf  their  Prince. 

Baanah  and  Rechab,  two  General  Officers  Ixfi 
Iffibofheth's  Army,  as  Abner  was  dead,  and  the 
Kingdonj  greatly  weakened,  formed  a  confpiracy 
againft  the  King,  and  they  c^me  to  his  houfea]^ 
mid-day,  when  he  was  lying  on  his  couch, .  an4^ 
they  fmote  him  under  the  fifth  rib,  and  then  ? utf 
pflFhis  head;  the  two  officers  made  tHeir  efcapc* 
^n4  unperceived  fled*  with  it  to  HeWon^  they  jre- 
g^eftjciit  an  audience,  andprefepted  it  to  Dayid^ 
(Ul?mifl|vely  paying  him  homage,  and  ve«luring  tq^ 
Q  o^  pxpjr?f«? 
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exprefs  their  congratulations  on  the  death  of  his 
Competitor, 

The  King's  ftern  look  ftruck  them  both  ^ith 
horror,  fuch  treafonable  conduft  David  inftantly 
condemned  ^nd  difcouraged,  he  refufed  to  be 
ferved  by  treachery  and  murder,  though  he  might 
reap  from  them  the  moft  Cgnal  advantages.  On 
Baanah  and  Rechab,  David  pronounced  fentence 
of  death,  figned  a  warrant  for  their  immediate 
execution,  and  after  the  ciiftom  with  traitors,  orw 
dered  their  hands  and  feet  to  be  cut  off,  and 
hung  up  in  a  place  of  publick  refort,  a  teftimony 
of  iheir  bafenefs  and  trophies  of  their  treafon. 

David  now  gave  orders  for  the  head  of  the 
King  to  be  decently,  and  with  funerd  Honors  in- 
terred in  the  fame  vault  with  the  corps  of  Abner 
his  General,  and  David  had  there  built  a  Sepul- 
chre to  his  memory. 

The  King  had  now  reigned  feven  years  and  a 
half  in  Hebron,  and  he  had  fix  fotis  born  to  him 
there. 

On  the  death  of  Ifhbofhetb,  all  the  tribes  of 
Ifrael  affembled,  and  they  firft  forwarded* Ambaf- 
fadors  to  Hebron,  and  afterwards  the  Elders^ 
Ueadsj   and  Mcgiflrates  came  themfelves  amd 

madQ 
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made  sLieagae  with  Davids  and  paid  him  homage; 
They  then  blew  the  trumpets,  and  publickly  pro- 
claimed him  King  over  all  IfraeK 

.  Of  expert  Warriors  completely  accoutred,  the 
number  amountedHo.  thrcic  hundred  and  twienty 
thoufand* 

David  received  all  his  People,  the  Chiefs  of  the 
Tribes,  and  the  Rulers  of  Ifrael  with  hilarity  and 
joy.  He  feafted  them  all  at  Hebron  three  days, 
not  only  the  neighbouring  Tribes,  but  even  very 
diftant  ones,  brought  in  all  their  (lores,  a  profu^ 
£on  and  plenty  almoft  incredible,  the  People  ^ 
ambitioufly  joining  in  the  expence  and  hofpitality^ 
befides  bread  and  meat  and  meal,  immenfe  cai)* 
goes  of  figs,  bunches  of  raifons,  wine,  oil,  oxeo^ 
and  fiieep  in  abundance. 

f*  There  was  Joy  in  Ifrael.  •' 

The  tribes  had  unanimoufly  elefted  David,  Viing. 
over  all  Ifrael,  a  brave  Man,  a  good  Soldier,  a 
fortunate  Commander,  of  drift  integrity,  mode* 
rs^tion  aod  liberality,  on  whom  they  could  con-  - 
fide,  and  under  whofe  proteftion  and  good  go^ '. 
vernment,  they  had  the  fureft  profpeft  of  lading 
fqcurity  and  bappinefs.     God  himfelf  had  chofeo) 
and  anointed  David,  s^nd  Samuel  the   Prophet-, 
whoDdj  the^  loved   and  venerated,    bad  himfelf 

given 


JI^Mi  tliem  the  fulled  affiirancr  of  his  appoints 
nl^t  and  eftablifliment. 

Jerufalem  was  the  ancient  City  of  the  Jebufites^ 
a  nation  whom  God  had  exprefsly  ordered  the 
Hebrews  to  exterminate,  and  in  the  divifion  bf 
the  land,  by  lot,  to  the  twelve  Tribes,  it  had 
b^eo  affigned  to  Benjamin.  At  the  tim6  when 
j^avid  afcended  the  throne,  this  City  and  iUt 
firong  fortreffes  were  in  their  poflelfion ;  Davi(| 
iii  high  fpirits,  with  a  numeroiis  and  powerful 
Army,  and  a  valiant  Commander,  was  encouraged 
tp  undertake  fome  hazardous  enterprize,  and  He 
led  his  troops  to  Jerufalem,  the  inhabitants  {hiit 
uri  their  gates,  and  by  way  of  contempt  placed  on 
their  walls  and  ramparts,  the  blind,  the  decrepit 
and  the  lame,  and  called  out  to  David, 

**  Verily  thou  fliall  not  come  in  hither,  aflu- 
**  redly  the  blind  and  the  lame  fliall  l^eep  ihec 
5*^  out.** 

The  infult  exafperated  the  King,  and  He  com- 
SMUided  the  fiege  to  be  vigoroufly  fet  about,  they^ 
began  battering  down  the  Suburbs,  and  foon  be-, 
came  mailers  of  the  lower  City,  and  now  to  ani. 
mate  and  infpirit  his  men,  David  offered  ^high 
encouragement  and  reward  hf  proclamatioir 
throughout  his  Camp,   whofoevcr  fiiould  h^^ 
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courage  to  get  up  to  the  gutter,  inount  the  nun-i 
part,  and  become  mafter  of  the  Tower  (foiitiog 
the  Jebufites,  the  blind  and  the  lame,  whom  Da- 
vid's foul  hateth)  fliould  be  Captain.General  over 
all  the  Forces  of  IfraeK  It  was  Joab  himfelf^ 
that  bold  and  intrepid  Hero,  who  climbed  up  the 
gutter,  mounted  the  rampart,  and  fword  in  hand 
attacked  the  Enemy,  beat  them  off  the  Towcr^ 
and  poffeffed  himfelf  of  the  ftrong  Hold  of  ^ioa» 
On  its  higheft  fummit,  Joab  calls  out  aloud  jta 
David,  and  claims  his  reward. 

And  David  appointed  Joab,  Commander  in 
Chief  over  all  the  Armies  of  Ifrael. 

After  the  reduftion  of  Jerufalem  David  removed 
to  it  with  2^1  his  Court,  and  made  it  his  conjftant 
refidence.  He  built  him  a  magnificent  Palace^ 
and  Hiram  King  of  Tyre,  hearing  much  of  his 
fame  and  fettlement  at  Jerufalem,  fent  Ambafla<« 
dors  thither  to  congratulate  him,  formed  a  friendly 
alliance  with  David,  and  liberally  furniftied  him 
with  Cedar  trees,  timber,  various  articles  for  his 
buildings,  and  a  great  number  of  artificers,  as  the 
Ifraelites  were  principally  farmers  and  graziers^ 
Uhlefs  they  weri  employed  in  the  duties  of  the 
Caihp  ahrf  the  exe'xifes  of  war. 

The  thirtieth  Flalm  is  an  ejegant  and  fablime 
Ode,  wrote  by  David  as  a  confecration,  and  dcdi* 
cation  of  hi^  Paiace* 
:       ■     '  "  Davids 
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David's  profpcrity  was  every  day  upon  tbe  in^ 
€reafe»  like  a  fwelling  ftream  enlarging  its  pro« 
grefs^  his  riches  and  his  honours  were  advancing 
greatly,  and  when  his  royal  Palace  was  finilhed 
ftndhe  had  brought  all  his  family  into  it,  he  fet- 
tled and  eftablifhed  his  houfehold,  wifely  and  di» 
ligendy  infpe£ied  into  all  his  fervants  and  atcen^ 
dants,  and  regulated  his  whole  Court.  David 
was  defirous  of  holding  up  his  own  conduft,  as 
tun  example  and  pattern  of  religious  order^  and 
virtuous  emulation  to  his  People,  his  Houfehold^ 
his  Children  and  his  Army.  His  Officers  were 
all  of  them  men  of  principle,  honour^  of  un<* 
daunted  courage  and  fobriety. 

The  Hiftory  and  wife  regulations  of  his  family, 
arc  recorded  in  the  hundred  and  fifth  Pfalm. 
An  Ode  highly  honourable  to  his  memory,  as  a 
virtuous  Sovereign,  and  a  good  man. 

David  next  employed  himfelf  in  furvcying  and 
giving  orders  refpefting  the  City,  He  greatly  en-^ 
larged  Jerufalem  and  beautified  it,  formed  wide 
and  regular  ftreets,  built  Palaces  for  the  young 
Princes  and  his  Nobles,  He  erefted  a  high  Tower 
in  a  celebrated  fortrefs  called  Millo,  a  royal  Pa- 
lace on  a  rifing  ground,  and  built  a  magnificent 
Armory,  and  hung  up  in  it  a  thoufand  bucklers^ 
all  fhields  of  mighty  men  diftinguiibed  for  their 

bravery,  and  warlike  conduCt 
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Jenifaleih  became  henceforward  the  Captita^Df 
the  whole  Kingdom^  and  the  royal  refidence  of 
all  his  fucceflbrsy  but  its  peculiar  honour  was,  it 
being  eminently  called  the  City  of  the  Great  King, 
the  City  of  God,  in  Salem  was  his  Tabernacle, 
and  his  dwelling  place  in  Zion.  Jerufalem  the 
Hilly  City.  «  David  now  gloried,  God  had  ex- 
alted him  King  over  Ifraeli  to  make  his  Pcopie 
profperous^  happy,  and  victorious.  God  had 
eftablifhed  his  Kingdom. 

After  he  had  bufied  himfelf  fomc  years  in  thefe 
publick  undertakings^  and  he  had  accomplifhcd 
them  all,  David  full  of  patriotic  zeal,  compofed  the 
eighty  fevemfa  Pfalm;  *'  The  Lord  loveth  the 
^  gates  of  Zion — of  Zion  it  (hall  be  faid,  this,  and 
'i  •'  that  man  was  born  inlier:  and  the  Higheft  him- 

**  felf  (hall  eftabli(h  her**.  David  had  now  corn- 
pleated  hii  defigns,  btiilt  his  Palaces,  beautified 
and  enlarged  bis  City,  and  provided  largely  for 
its  fftcurit^. 

The  Philiftine  neighbours,  4nd  other  Kingdbns 
round  about;  alarmed  at  his  conquefts^  his  high 
exaltation  and  profperity,  grew  jealous,  and  rea* 
fonably  fufpefted,  he  would  foon  extend  his  arms 
and  invade  their  territories;  they  made  therefore 
great  preparations^  encamped  with  their  ArnU^s 
in  the  valley  of  Rephaim,  and  by  way  of  boaft 

Vql.1.  Pp  *"d 
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aoda  fliewof  tbeir  rcadinefs,  marched  in  great  num. 
bers  through  Judaea,  and  bqldly  laid  fiege  to  the 
town  of  Bethlehem,  and  as  foon  as  they  becamje 
matters,  placed  a  ftrong  garrifon  within  it.  David 
bad  no  notice  whatever  of  their  intentions,  ho 
time  to  intercept  their  niarch,  or  make  refiftahcc. 
He  and  his  Nobles  thought  it  mod  fafe  and  pru- 
dent to  retire  to  a  neighbouring  fort,  the  ftrong 
Hold  and  cave  of  Adullam,  and  there  aflembled 
all  his  Army.  Abiathar  was  arrayed  in  bis  Ponti- 
fical Habits,  and  the  King,  by  means  of  the  High- 
Prieft,  devoutly  applied  to  God,  the.  anfwer  was 
brought  him  here. 


<*  Go  inftantly,  purfue  the  Piuliilines,  you  fliall 
come  oflF  viftorious*^*. 

Confident  and  thus  encouraged,  David  overtook 
them  at  Baal-perazim,  and  obtained  a  complete 
viftory.  The  Philiftines  fled  and  left  their  Gods, 
David  and  his  men  (according  to  the  command  of 
God)  committed  them  all  to  the  flames.  Enraged 
and  diftreffed  for  their  Images  and  their  God9, 
with  frelh  forces  and  new  allies,  the  Philiftines 
were  now  fecn  fpreading  themfelves  again  in  the 
valley  of  Rephaim,  David  boldly  met  them,  ob*. 
tained  a  fecond  vidory,  and  purfued  them  from 

Geba,  even  unto  Gazer,  and  the  very  gates  of 
their  Cities.  _ 

kncourage4 
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Encouraged  by  bis  fucceffes,  hisf  Array  thus 
inrpidted,  and  an  eneniy  to  floth  and  ina3ion^ 
David  now  extended  his  conquefts  over  other 
neighbouring  Nations  around  him,  by  all  whic|i 
he  greatly  encreafed  his  own  power  and  riches^ 
and  by  making  them  tributary,  and  lefs  formidable^ 
he  eftabliftied  more  lading  peace,  with  many  bl^C- 
lings  to  himfelf,  his  fubjefts  and  pofterity.  David 
marched  a  powerful  Army  againft  Moab,  his 
valiant  troops  conquered,  and  put  to  the  fword^, 
two  thirds  of  all  the  forces  of  the  Moabitcs,  and 
he  laid  the  Kingdom  under  an  annual  trilmteto 
Ifrael.  He  then  entered  other  neighbouring 
Kingdoms,  and  encountered  Hadadezer,  Son  of 
Pehob,  King  of  Zobah,  and  he  fought  him  an 
the  plain,  near  the  banks  of  the  river  Euphrates, 
twetity  tljioufand  Infantry,  and  feven  thoufand 
Cavalry  were  put  to  the  (word,  a  thoufand 
chariots  were  taken,  one  hundred  of  which  the 
King  ordered  to  be  referved  for  his  own  ufe,  and 
idireded  that  all  the  reft  fhould  be  burnt. 

In  this  laft  expedition,  and  viClory  over  Hadi« 
dezer,  David  gave  great  offence  to  Syria,  the 
^ing  of  Zobah  was  his  faithful  ally  and  bofom 
friend,  and  to  revenge  his  quarrel,  and  the  Princes 
(difgrace,  the  Syrian  King,  at  the  head  of  a  fornrti- 
^able  Army,  fet  out  from  Damafcus,  to  meet  the 

Conquero 
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Conqueror  and  engage  him  in  perfon.  Thp 
Syrian  Army  was  almoft  all  of  it  cut  to  pieces, 
the  Hebrews  flew  twenty  thoufand  in  the  field, 
and  the  reftefcaped  only  by  flight;  David  plofi? 
at  their  heels,  drove  them  back,  even  to  the  gate$ 
of  their  Capital,  and  impofed  a  yearly  tribute  on 
Syria. 

In  this  laft  exploit,  David  brought  jiopicj  m\h 
him  a  number  of  Golden  quivers  and  arro>ys  of 
gold,  and  he  hung  theni  up,  as  ornaipepts,  in  hi? 
Arm#y,  and  dedicated  all  his  rich  fpoils  to  the 
fervice  of  God. 

In  the  hour  of  Viftpry,  encouraged  by  hij 
fuccefles,  David  marched  with  his  Army  againft 
Betah,  and  Berothai,  two  famous  and  capital 
Cities  of  Adrazer,  valiant  and  powerful,  enjoying 
the  favour  and  proteftion  of  his  God,  David  laid 
fiege  to  them,  became  matter  of  both,  and  laden 
with  his  immenfe  fpoils,  returned  in  triumph  to 
Jerulalem,  amidft  the  geneial  joy  and  acclama- 
tions of  his  People. 

Toi  King  of  Amatha,  a  neighbouring  Prince^, 
forely  alarmed  at  thefe  many  fignal  vi6lories, 
and  David's  approach  fo  near  to  the  borders  o^ 
bis  territories,  collefted  together  all  his  rich 
vefTelsof  gold  and  filvcr,  very  coftly  and  of  mofi 

curious 
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icuripiis  workman(}iips  tfaefe  with  other  noljle 
and  valuable  prefents,  the  King  fent  by  his  Son 
Joram^  with  compliments  of  congratulation  to 
David  on  his  late  glorious  vifiories^  and  made  a 
propofal  to  him  of  a  league  of  amity.  Davi^ 
accepted  all  his  prefeots^  entered  into  a  friendly 
fJUance  with  the  King  of  Amatha,  courteoufly 
and  hofpitably  entertsuning  his  Son  at  the  Court 
of  Jerufalem, 

David  had  forwarded  an  Army  into  Idumea^ 
his  Generals  had  been  all  vidorious,  and  now,  on 
their  return,  came  home  laden  with  fpoils.  The 
King  placed  a  ftrong  garrifon  on  the  confines  of 
Idumea,  and  made  the  whole  Country  tributary 
to  Ifracl, 

In  hi$  higlji  Court  of  Judicature,  David  faf 
Judge;  it  was  his  great  delight  to  receive  the 
petitions  of  his  fubjefts,  to  hear  caufes  himfelf^ 
and  adminifier  impartial  juftice  with  tbe  ftri8;cft 
?<juity. 

Joab  was  confirmed  in  his  honourable  poft  of 
Captain-Generalj  Commander  in  Chief  over 
all  the  Armies  pf  Ifrael.  Jehofophat  was  eleSed 
his  Recorder,  ^adoc  and  Abiathar  Hight 
Prieft§.  Seraiah  was  his  Secretary  of  State« 
fienaiah  Captain  of  his  X^ife-guards.  Befides 
ihefp  he  maintained  a  troop  of  Body-guards^  and 

anothei: 


^(Hlier  |l?giipcnt,  tp  Jb^  always  about  his  petfQJi, 
^4^  called  his  Watch. 

I)avi(j[*^8  Sons  were  in  places  of  Authority  and 
Dignity,  and  Chief  Rulers  over  Magiftrates  arid 
Officers. 

•There  were  now  in  the  Army,  thirty  Valiant 
Warriors^  who  had  c^ftinguilhed  themfelves  by 
their  bravery,  all  of  them  General  Officer*^ 
fignjilized  by  their  heroiq  valour,  and  good  con- 
A\x6t  in  "hazardous  exploits  and  pofts  of  fign^l 
danger,  and  his  enemies  were  weakened,  hum- 
bled, ^nd  almoft  all  of  them  tri]t)utary.  David 
renewed  bis  friendly  a^Uiance  with  Hiram  King 
of  Tyre,  and  that  Prince  fupplied  him  with  im- 
menfe  quantities  of  Cedar,  and  a  number  of  ex- 
pert woi-lcmen  to  affift  him  in  his  improvements, 
&nd  add  grandeur,  beauty,  and  magnificence  to 
die  City,  his  royal  Palaces  and  publick  buildings! 

David,  more  at  peace  and  in  great  profperity, 
was  at  leifure  to  enlarge  his  domeftic  comforts^ 
and  attend  to  his  houfehold  and  family. 

As  under  the  difpenfation  in  which  he  lived, 

th^  nuiqber  of  his  wives  and  concubines  were 

unlimited,  David  formed  many  new  conneftions, 

.and  married  feveral  more,  and  he  had  a  large 

and 
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and  numerous  progeny  bolrn  t6  hii&  in  Jdf  lifttftA, 
befides  all  thofe,  who  had  been  born  t6  hiih  m 
Hebron,  and  they  added  to  the  graiidedr  of  his 
Court,  and  the  happineFs  and  ^rofperity  6f  'Ms 

Kingdom.  *    ' 

•. .  .  -        .   -.    . '  -■    •'J 
When  he  felt  himfelf  thus  peaceably  eftablilhed, 

and  fettled  in  Jerufalem,    David  was  naturally 

led  to  refleft  on  paft  life,  and  the  many  mercies 

ind  deliverances  of  his  God,  and  now  the  friend- 

Ihip   of   his   beloved  Jonathan  afrefli^occurs*  to 

him,  is  there  (fays  he)    any   left  of  the  houfe  of 

Saul,  that  for  Jonathan's  fake  I  may  fliew  him 

kindnefs,  and  David  recoilefted  Ziba  a  fervant 

of  Saul's,  and  he   enquired  of  him  after   Saul's 

JFamily ;  Ziba  told  him,   there  is  yet   a   Son  of 

Jonathan's,  ahii  the  King  fays,  where  is  he?  and 

David  fent  for  Mephibofiieth,  ffiewed  him  miicK 

kindnefs,  fettled  the  family  effate  upon  him,  and 

appointed  Ziba  his  fteward. 

A  feries  of  fuccefles,  and  the  bleffings  of  peace, 
mfpifed  this  pibiis  Prince  with  fentiments  of 
religious  gratitude,  arid  devout  acknowledge, 
mehts.  E)avid  zealoufly  ftrove  to  make  jerufa- 
lem, the  City  br  God,  tlie  centre  of  his  Worlhip^ 
and  he  devoutly  laid  a  plSn,'  for  bringing  the  Ark 
pf  Go4  into  it.  The  Ark  had  alrSady  contirhied' 
almdft  fifty ;  years  at  KirjitH^j tatim*    JDaVid  w^  ^ 

defiroii* 
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4efirous  of  pladtig  it  in  the  beft  and  moft  elegant 
apartment  of  his  hew  Palace,  and  there  to 
bave  the  ftated,  and  daily  folemnities  of  Divihe 
Worfliip  publiekly  performed.  The  Ark  was 
the  emblem  of  the  Divine  prefence,  God  is  faid 
to  have  dwelt  between  the  Cheriibims,  it  was 
iiow  at  the  faoiife  of  Abinadab  on  the  hill,  and 
bad  been  in  a  veiy  fingular  manner  brought  thi- 
ther. After  a  bloody  battle,  in  which  the  thilili* 
tines  Wefe  Conquerors,  the  Ark  of  God  was 
carried  off  by  the  Enemy,  and  placed  in  the 
Temple  of  their  Gods,  biit  oh  -account  of  thef 
inany  plagues  and  judgments  they  had  incurred 
by  it,  the  Philiftines,  by  the  advice  of  their 
Priefts,  had  fixed  it  on  a  carriage,  harhefieda 
yoke  of  Oicen  to  it,  and  permitting  them  t6  take 
their  own  courfe,  the  Ark  was  by  them  brought 
back  into  the  territories  of  Ifrael^  and  they 
flopped  at  the  houfe  of  Abinadab* 

The  Splendour,  Dignity  and  Safety  of  Jerufalcrai, 
were  obje6ls  of  high  valUe  and  importance  to 
David,  and  now  the  very  firft^yifh  of  his  beari 
was,  to  fecure  to  it,  the  more  immediate  i^refenccii 
and  Protedion  of  the  God  of  Ifrael. 

The  Ark  was  a  Cheft  of  Shittind  Wood,  bn# 
yard  and  half  in  length,  over-laid  within  and 
without,  with  pure  Gold^  the  top  fprmed  a  Seat^ 

and 
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^ftd  it  ivas  caBed,  the  Mercy-Seat.  Two  tables 
of  Stone  were  placed  within,  and  the  ten  Com-i 
flniandrnents  engraven  on  th^m.  Thefe  were  called 
t^e  Teftimony,  the  Unalterable  Laws  of  God. 

In  the  Hebrew  Republick,  the  Ark  was  look- 
ed up  to,  with  facred  awe  and  veneration^  a 
IJandinff  Memorial  for  Jehovah,  the  centre  of 
keligious  Worfhip,  where  they  immediately  ap-t 
plied  for  Jiis  favour  and  diredions. 

Jerufalemp  poffefs,  this    vifible   embleni  of. 
the   Divine   Majefty,    the    difplay  of  his  glory 
and  his  prefence,  exhibited  in  a   cloud   or  mift 
over  the  Mercy  feat,  and  fo  awfully  confpicuous 
there,  was  nooift  earneftly  longed  for  by  David^ 
and  he  affembled  together  all  his  People,  thirty 
thoufan^  men,    all  his  Princes   and   Nobles,   his 
Generals,  Captains  of  thouf^inds,  and  Captains  of 
hundreds,  ,and  of  thefe  he  formed  a  grand  Coun^ 
cil,  revealed  to  them  his  pious  wiflies  and  inten- 
tion, and  demands  their  advice  and  affiftance. 

•  The  propofal  was  upjinimoufly  agreecj  to,  upon 
A\diich,  David  by;  Proclamation,  brought  together 
the  Priefts,  jtheLevites,  ^nd  the  People^  and  he 
led  fhem .  himfelf  to  Kirjath-jearim,  and  having 
{)repared  a  new  carriage  drawn  by  Oxen,  Uzzah 
and  Ahio^  the  two  Sons  of  Abinadab,  drove  i^  to 
VojL.  I  Q  q  their 
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their  Father's  houfe,  and  then  placing  the  Af^ 
upon  it,  they  both  attended  it,  Ahio  marched 
immediately  before,  andUzzah  on  the  one  fide 
of  it.  The  greateft  demonftrations  of  joy  were 
every  where  leen,  as  foon  as  it  began  to  move,  a 
long  proceffion  and  numerou3  band  of  Sacred 
Mufic  kept  playing  before  it,  pfalteries  and 
timbrels,  cornets,  and  cymbals,  accompanied 
with  the  voices  of  the  Levites. 

,   This  national   fatisfaftion   and  general  joy,  of 
King  and  People,  was   fuddenly  interrupted,  as 
they  paffed  the  threlhing  floor  of  Nachon,  one 
of  the  Oxen  ftumbled  and  fhook  the  Ark,  Uzzah 
fearing  left  it  fhould  fall  off  the  carriage,  raffily 
put  his  hand  out  to  fupport  it ;  Uzzah  was  only  a 
Levite,    and  by    the  Jewifli   Law  forbidden    tor 
touch  it,  and  the  penalty  was  death,  the  Ark  was 
the  dwelling  place  of   Jehovah,  under  his  pro^ 
teftion  and  guardian   care,  Uzzah  had  violated 
the  Law,    the  hand   of  God    ftruck  Uzzah,  he- 
fell  down  dead  by  the  Ark. 

This  moft  diftrefsful  event  perplexed  and 
greatly  grieved  the  King,  **  David  was  fore 
*•  afraid  of  the  Lord  that  day,  and  (he  fays) 
•*  how  (hall  the  Ark  of  the  Lord  come  to  me  ?** 
David  immediately  defifted  from  his  undertaking. 
)ie  ordered  it  into  a  houfe  near,  and  it  belonged 

to 
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to  Obed-EdoiMij  a  Levite,  and  there  it  continued 
three  month«,  and  during  all  that  time,  Obed- 
'Edom  was  diftingiiilhingly  rewarded,  by  a  very 
unufual  and  reaaarkable  profperity^ 

This  vifible  bleffing  over  Obed-Edom,  and  all 
his  family,  was  foon  noticed  by  David,  and  it 
encouraged  him  to  remove  the  Ark  to  Jerufalem. 

David  again    affembled  all  his    People,    and 
his  grand  Council  of  Princes,  Nobles,  Generals, 
Captains  of  thoufands,  and  Captains  of  hundreds, 
to  aflift  him  on  this  very  folemn   bufinefs,  made 
Aill  more   awful  by  the  judgment  inflifted  and 
fatal  end  of  Uzzah,  he  fent  for  Zadoc  and  Abia- 
thar  the  High^Priefts,  and  fix  Principal  Leyites, 
and  he  ordered  them  carefully  to  abftain  from  all 
pollution,    and  purify    themfclves    in    order   to 
bring  the  Ark  upon  their  fhoulders   (and  they 
ftiould  be  accompanied,  and  aflifted  by  all  Ifrael) 
to  the  apartment,  he  had  allotted  and  prepared 
for  it,     David  revealed  to  them  what  he  fufpefted 
to  be  the  caufe  of  the  former  interruption  and 
diftrefs,   the   error  they   had   committed  in  at-  ^ 
tempting  to   convey  it  in  a  carriage,  when  the 
way  of  removing  it  on   former  occafions,   had 
been  fo  exprefsly  direfted  them  by  God. 

Qq2  In 


,  In  obedience  to  the  King's  Command,  tt^ 
i*riefts  and  the  Levites  abftained  from  all  pollii* 
tibn,  and  fandified  themfelves,  they  were  ^1 
cloathed  in  roljes  of  white  liricn,  eighteen  weffe 
ap|)oin ted  ds  porters  with  ftaves  to  fupport  th^ 
Ark,  the  reft  fung  th^  Anthem,  and  fpch  facred 
Hymnsi  Sis  David  had  himfelf  compofed  on  this 
occafion,  and  their  voices  were  accompanied 
'  ^ith  a  variety  of  irifthimen^^  a  band  almoft 
without  niiihbcr.  Two  Pricfts  werp  placed  oh 
each  fide,  as  door-keepers,  feven.m'ore  walked 
in  procefllon  before  the  Ark,  founding  loud 
their  Trumpets,  ind  the  whole  People  with  their 
JPrinces  iand  Nobles;  Elders;.  Heads,  aiid  R\i- 
lers.  Generals,  Captains  of  thbiifands,  and 
Captains  of  Hundreds,  all  with  raufical  inftrii- 
inents,  ^nd  a  numerous  choir  of  Virgins  (all  in 
white)  accompanied  the  mufic  with  their  voices, 
exultiiigly  expreffing,  by  frequent  and  loud  acclsl- 
mktions,  their  joy  and  extacy,  during  the  high 
folemnity  of  this  very  devout  and  glorious  pro- 
ceffion. 

David  himfelf  laid  afide  all  his  Robes  and  Eh- 
figns  of  Royalty,  and  he  put  on  a  linen  jdrefs,  in 
the  form  of  a  Levites,  and  he  girt  round  him  a 
linen  Ephod,  with  his  Harp  in  his  hand,  on 
which  he  played  himfelf,  and  expreffed  the  highcft 
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iemonftratidn  of  joy,  itt  fi^ht  of  the  Ark,  the 
Emblem  of  the  Prefence  of  God,  according  ib 
the  cuftdm  of  the  times,  ^nd  th6ir  ufdal  manner 
on  th^ir  grand  folemnities:  ih  order  to  rendcfr 
the  march  and  proceffion  niore   facred  and  reli* 

gious,  the  King  at  propdr  intetvals  put  up 
devout  prayers  to  God,  a  moft  folemn  Wor^ 
fhip,  and  the  Priefts  performed  the  Ceremonies 
of  Sacrifice,  and  offered  up  peace-offerings  and 
burnuoflerings. 

Ahernately,  and  in  chorui,  they  chanted  that 
fublime  Ode,  the  feventy  eighth  pfalrri-^— 

David  rejoiced  he  had  now,  his  King  and  his 
God,  more  immediately  prefent  with  him,  and  he 
perfuafively  exhorted  all  his  People,  to  acknow- 
ledge this  Almighty  God,  the  God  and  King  ot 
Ifrael,  to  be  affured  he  is  prefent  every  where, 
both  in  his  Heavenly,  and  this  his  earthly  SanQua- 
ry,  the  Author  of  his  profperity,  the  Author  of 
nis   People's  happinefs. 

During  the  whole  proceffion,  the  nation  were 
putting  up  fervent  prayers  to  Almighty  God, 
who  had  fo  honoured  the  Ark  with  the  tokens  df 
his  prefence,  and  had  now  made  Jerufalem  his 
perpetual  habitation,  became  Guardian  Proteftpr 
of  the  Gity,  inlerefted  in  its  fafety,  profperity 
andpeacei  and  God  never  did  defert  Jerufalem, 
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or  give  it  up  to  be  ravaged  or  plundered,  from 
%hc  time  of  this  folemn  proceffion,  and  entrance 
ef  tbe  Ark,  until  the  deftruftion  of  it,  by  Nebu^ 
chadnezer  King  of  Babylon,  but  under  manyPer- 
Tecutions  and  diftreffes,  by  fignal  interpofitions 
itnd  deliverances,  God  always  did  preferve  it, 
and  very  diftinguifhingly,  under  all  the  Reigns 
of  its  pious,  worthy,  and  good  Princes. 

After  the   Ark  was  fet  down,  by  the   Priefts 
and  Levites,  under   the  Tent  David  had  pitched 
for  it;  at  the  Altar,    ereQed    before  the  Taber- 
nacle  David  himfelf  prefided|  while    the  Burnt-r 
Offerings,  and  Peace-Offerings  were  offered  up 
to   the    Lord^     Then    the  pious    King,  turned 
lilmfelf  towards  his  People,  and  moft  folenmly 
pronounced  a  bleffing   on   them,  in   the   Name 
of  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  exhorting  them,    to  keep 
their  hearts  perfeQ:  in  the  fight  of  God,  to  walk 
in  his  Statutes,  and  to  keep   his  Commandments, 
as  at  this  day. 

Behold  a  Partriot  King,  the  Father  of  his  Peo- 
ple, fupplicating  Almighty  God  in  behalf  of  all  his 
fubjefts,  exhorting  them  to  Piety,  and  the  Reli- 
gious forms  God  had  eftablifhed  among  them,  to 
fecure  His  protection  and  their  own  profp^rity, 
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David  with  royal  munifit^nce  ordered  tb  eVety 
man,  and  every,  woman,  a  loaf  of  breatd,  a  firitiet^ 
ble  proportion  of  meat,  and  a  flagon  of  Mrififej 
and  then  joyfully  fent  theili,  every  one  to  hi» 
own  houfe. 

After  David  had  thus  depofited  the  Ark  at 
Jerufalem,  he  appointed  the  Levites  to  their  ref- 
peftive  offices,  diftributed  them  into  diftinQ;  clafTes^ 
with  royal  munificence  he  provided  for  the  cele- 
bration of  pubiick  worfhip  before  the  Ark,  with 
the  cuftomary  pomp  and  fplendour  of  thofe  times, 
and  the  genius  and  circumftances  of  the  People, 
and  David  compofed  an  Ode  of  praife  and 
thankfgiving,  principally  recorded  in  the  hun- 
dred and  fifth  pfalm. 

David  now  exprefled  his  irhpft  earheft  tN^rfh^s 
to  build  a  Temple  to  the  Lord,  and  he  told  his 
defigns  to  Nathan  the  Prophet,  who  approved  df 
his  intentions  and  affured  him,  God  Would  tef- 
tainly  be  well  pleafed  with  fuch  piety  and  zeal 
for  his  fervice,  but  it  was  on  the  erifuing  tiigHt, 
God  ordered  the  Prophet  to  carry  him  a  Very 
fignal  prohibition,  and  yd  with  all,  the  kindeft 
aflurances  that  his  Son  Ihould  build  him  a  houfe, 
and  that  his  Kingdom  fhould  be  eftablifhed  for 
ever.    Full  of  the  warmdft   gratitude,  David  in 
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tjie  prefence  of  Nathan,  bur  ft  out  into  the  mpfl: 
lipmble  c;jpreffions  of  praifc  ^nd  apkno^^ledg. 
n^ent^  and  thefe  extemporaneous  diftates  of  piety, 
j'ftd  devQjiion,  are  j:ecorde4  in  .the  eigl)tcenth 
and  following  verfes,  of  the  hundreth  and  twenty 
fecond  Pfalm. 

About  this  time,  Nahafh  King  of  Ammon  died, 
)tnd  was   fucceeded  by  Nahun  his  Son.     Upon 
this  occafion  David  fent  Ambafladors'^to  congra^ 
tulate  the  young  Prince  on  his  acceffion,  and  as 
his  Fattier  was  his  friend  and  ally,  he  propofed  the 
fame  amicable  league  and  alliance  'with  the  Sbo» 
and  he  aflured  him  of  his  refolution,  on  fais  part^ 
inviolably  to  preferye  it.    The  Princes  and  No* 
bles  of  the  Court  of  Ammon,  mifimderftood  ik% 
pature  of  the  embafly,  the  frrendfliip  and  kindpefs 
intended  by  David,  and  tl^ey  niade  the  King  be- 
lieve the  Ambaffadors  were  fent  as  fpies  to  report 
of  the  country,  and  infpcd  into  its  refources  and 
^rength.     Thus  deceived  the  young  Prince  liftenr 
cd    to  the   remonftrances    of    his    JNTobles,    and 
treated  the  Ambafladors  with  i:ontempt  and  indig- 
nity, he  gave  immediate  orders  to  have  one  half 
of  their  beards /haven  off,  one  half  of  their  cloaths 
jcut  away,  thus  ignominioufly  difgraced  he   fent 
them  back  to  David,  and  Avith  no  other  meflage 
©r  anfwer  whatever. 
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When  David  beheld  his  Ambafladors  on  theic 
ireturn^  fo  fhiEunefally  disfigured^  he  jcealouily 
fet  about  retrieving  their  honour^  and  refenting 
the  affront,  David  inftantly  blew  the  trumpets^ 
and  proclaimed  War  againft  the  Ammonites* 
The  Court  of  Ammon^  well  knew,  the  infult  would 
be  noticed;  it  wks'  iti  fa6kt  a  commencement  of 
Hoftilities;  they  formed  new  Alliances,*  and  made 
all  neceflary  preparations^  the  Treafury  was 
opened,  athoufand  Talents' were  fent  to  Mefo« 
potamia,  informing  tfaenr,  they  woidd  receive  into 
^refentpay,  as  many  Troops»  as  they  could  fend 
ihcm.  A  thoufand^  Talents  mfore  they  forwardecl 
to  Zobah,  and  to  two  other  powerful  Princes  in 
Aeir  neighbourhood,  with  whom  they  formed  a* 
league  of  amity,  and  arfked  their  immediate  all 
iiffance.  Such  very"  numerous  isnd  formidable 
Alliances,  did  not  intimidate  David.  They  had 
waged  War.  His  caufe  was  juft.  His  truft  in 
ihe  Lord  his  God.  David  founded  his  trumpets^ 
aflembled  his  ^hole  Army,  appointed  Joab  his 
General  tp^head  them,  and  to  march  inftantly 
4[gainft  Rab6a]i,  the  Capital  of  the  Ammonites* 
The  rough  and  hardy  foldier,  as  foon  as  he  was 
invefted  with  the  Command^  entered  the  Coun* 
try,  marched  his  Army  towards  th^e  City,  and 
encamped  within  fight  of  Rabfeab.  The  Ammo- 
nites opened  their  gates^  and  poured  out  in  battle 
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tfrtay,  td  At  right  and  t6  the  left,  and  formed 
themfelvA  Imo  twb  divifians.  The  Auxiliaries 
tilled  all  the  plain.  The  Ammotiite!i  placed  ihefti^ 
felves  ih  full  front  of  Joab^  but  not  rtry  difiant 
from  ihetr  own  gates. 

Of  fuch  a  divifion,  Joab,  an  experienced  Ge- 
neral, wifely   availed  himfelf,    he  chofe  out  a  fe-. 
Ie£k  number  of  hi8  brave  and  valiant  Troops,  and 
ftatiolBfcd  them  in  full  front  of  the  Auxiliaries.   He 
ordered  hia  brother^  to  draw  up  the  remainder  in. 
line  of  battk,  and  boldly  compel  the  Ammonites 
to  engage  with  hioift    Joab  further  agreed  with 
kis  brother,  that  in  cafe  the  Auxiliaries  fiiould 
prove  too  powerful  for  him,   and  his  men«  he 
fliould  withdraw  his  Troops  from  the  Army  of  the 
Ammonites,  and  bring  them   inftantly  to  his  af* 
fiftance,  and  Joab  in  return^  would  fend  fpies,  and 
watch  his  divifion  and  progrefs^  and  fly  to  hia 
fuccour,  in  cafe  he>and  his  troops  ftould  be  over* 
powered  by  the  Ammonites,    With  undaunted 
courage,  obftihacy  and  refolution^  Joab  engaged 
the  Auxiliaries,  the  Syrians  all  fled,  jfo  fierce  and 
tremendous  was  tlae  attack,  Joab  was  fioon  vi£lo-' 
rious  and  matter  of  the  Plain.     The  Amvionites 
refufed  to  engage  at  all,  they  retreated  within  their 
gates,  and  ihut  themfelvcs  cloicly  up  within  their 
walls. 


After  this  tplal  4^feat  pf  tbe  A^^Uim<i$^  }nd 
the  blockade  bt  the  Aipaipni^^^  Joab  fp^rplif  (}  }^i$ 
Army  badk  U>  Jerufalfin,  ,^  ^^^^ 

The  Ammonites  forely  exafperatcd,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  ill  fuccefs,  fought  out  new  Allies, 
they  made  formidable  preparations  for  War,  raifed 
new  recruits,  augmented  their  Army,  and  forti- 
fied their  City,  and  never  offered  any-  overtures 
of  peace  whatever.  David  again  affembled  his 
forces,  and  he  took  the  command  on  himfclf, 
inarched  his  Army  to  the  Plains  of  Jordan,  and 
foon  after,  he  paffed  the  River:  there  the  Ammo- 
nites gave  him  battle,  a  mofl  bloody  confliS, 
but  a  lignal  and  gloiipius.-^aory  was  obtained 
by  David,  forty  tboui^ijiil'  Infantry,  and  fevcn 
thoufand  Cavalry,  were^Mjput  to  the  fword,  and 
their  Commander  itt  (3Mrf-      v 

Mefopotamia  here  fent  Ambaffadors,  and  very 
rich  prefents  to  David,  and  they  became  tribu- 
tary. 

Jufl  before  the  winter,  David  returned  to  Jeru- 
falem,  laden  with  his  rich  prefents  and  his  fpoils^ 
and  early  in  the  fpring,  he  fent  Joab  his  Genera! 
againft  the  Ammonites;  Joab  marched  his  brave 
rT/ppp^  fi  powerful  Army  into  their  Country, 
laid  wafte  all  their  lands,  and  (hut  them  up  again 
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to  Rabbah  tbeir  Capital,  he  crefted  his  fatnpart? 
ftnd  dug  his  trenches,  made  all  the  neceHary  pre- 
parations for  a  vigorous  fiegCi  and  he  fat  down 
with  his  whole  Army  before  it. 
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TTITHERTO,  you  have  feen  a  moft  amiable 
•**-*^  and  highly  virtuous  charaQer;  a  brave 
Commander,  a  good  Soldier,  of  aftive  piety  and 
,zeal  for  God,  an  example  to  his  People,  a  Fa- 
ther at  home,  and  their  fuccefsful  Champion  in 
the  field. 

Would  to  God,  I  could  drop  a  tear  of  ob- 
livion, over  one  moment  of  his  life,  and  blot  it 
put  from  tha  Annals  of  Hiftory  for  even 
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Mis  amour  with  the  wife  of  Uriahs  and  the 
MdtTs  he  gave  to  deftroy  the  hufband^  afe  two 
crimes  highly  diftrefsful  and  enormous,  but  he 
was  fo  grieved  for  them  both^  and  with  fo  much 
fenfibility  exprelTes  hh  heart-piercing  anguifif^ 
and  the  bitternefs  of  repentance,  that  the  paflagc 
in  his  life,  you  lo  much  grieve  for,  and  over 
which  you  would  fo  gladly  caft  the  veil,^  is  highly 
inftruftive  and  edifying,  a  lefibn  of  vigilance,  a 
jmodel  of  felf-abafement.  Afluredly  the  plea^ 
fures  ofthemoil  profperous  finner,  could  never 
counterbalance  a  hundredth  part  of  thofe  fenfa^ 
tions,  he  pathetically  and  fo  exquifitely  defcribe^^ 

Under  the  difpenfation,  David  lived,  he  was 
allowed  to  have  as  many  wives,  and  concubines^, 
as  he  pleafed,  and  he  hoped  at  firfi,  he  was  not 
violating  the  religion,  and  laws  of  his  Country. 
JBut,  he  was  informed,  fhe  was  Bath-fiieba,  a 
married  woman,  the  Daughter  of  Elkm,  the  wife 
of  Uriah',  a  brave  diftinguifiied  Officer,  now  in 
ills  fervice,  and  at  the  fiege  of  Rabbah,  the  royal 
City  of  the  Ammonites,  under  Joab  his  Com-* 
Xnander  in  Chie£. 

Hie  equity  of  the  Mofaic  law,  allowed  of  na 
jSAtonenient  for  adultery  and  murder.  So  purc^ 
4^^  iras  the  pumfliment  alwayi^. 
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itumed  and  btinded  by  paflion  eveit  to  m^d^* 
JK^  David  at  the  expence  of  confcience>  honour^ 
Amjr,  fends  for  Bath-fheba.  She  came,  flie 
fkiAcdp  and  fiie  too  facrificed  chaftity,  honour^ 
Ctttfa^and  incurred  guilty  and  its  legal  pmiiibment=» 

B&tb-^fheba  vent  homc^  we  heaj^  no  more  of 
lo;  until  file  fends  a  faithful  fervant  to  David^- 
jferetTy  to  apprize  him  of  her  pregnancy^  it  was^ 
an  occurrence^  which  threw  them  both  into  the 
greateft  perplexity^  how  to  avoid-  the  fcandal^ 
lafamyy  and  punifliment.  David  by  the  confci-^ 
cofnefs  of  guilty  brought  himfelf  into  the  moft  un- 
aoanly^  mean>  and  deceitful  ihifts;  he  fends  fof 
l&riah  Iiome  from  the  fiege,  under  the  pretence 
ef  making  inquiries  refpeding  Rabbah,  he  enter*- 
tauns  him  at  his  table>.  and*  then  ordered  him 
^me  to  his  own  lioufe ;  but  Uriah  flept  in  the 
barrack  with  the  foldiers  on  guards  the  next  day, 
the  King  invites  him  again,  and  he  plies  hini 
fieely  with  the  bottle,  and  he  contrives  to  make 
hini  drunk.  Ehrunk  or  foBer,  the  rough  and 
lardy  foldier  would  never  go  home,  Uriafc  flejit 
a^ain  with  the  Palace^Guardv  His  condii6t 
fhrangely  agitated  and  difappointed  David^  every 
art  whereby  he  hoped  to  conceal  his  guiU>.  failed, 
Iteaij.  one  only  way  remained;   he  refolved  to 
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clokc  one  fin,  by  committing  a  much  worfe ;  he 
lays  his  pfans,  fixes  on  a  method,  and  as  vice  i^ 
ingenious,  he  treachefoufly  executed  it,  a  moft 
deliberate  murder,  but  he  contrived  to  commit 
the  deed  to  another.  Uriah's  flay  had  beeii  in 
vain  prolonged,  his  difpatches  are  now  given 
him,  and  with  them,  the  following  letter  to  Joab> 
his  General,  fealed  with  the  royal  fignet. 

*•  Set  Uriah  in  the  fore-front  of  the  hotteft 
*'  battle,  retire  from  him,  that  he  may  be  fmit- 
'^  ten  and  die/' 

Joab  appointed  hiiii  a  poA:  of  great  danger  on 
the  City  Walls,  Uriah  was  killed  by  a  fally  from 
the  Garrifon,  bravely  fighting  for  his  murderer. 

An  expfefs  was  difpatchecf  with  the  news, 
Uriah's  name  in  the  h ft  of  flain,  David  wrote  a 
formal  anfwer  back  to  the  Camp,  the  fword  of 
war  knew  nodiftin£lion,  and  he  ordered  Joab,  to 
maintain  his  courage,  perfevere  in  his  attack,  and 
the  City  would  be  fpeedily  reduced. 

Bath-fheba  put  on  her  weeds,  and  foon  after 
the  ufual  days  of  mourning  were  over,  David 
fends  and  condufts  her  to  the  Palace,  andpub- 
lickly  married  her.  Hereby  he  fcreens  her  from 
a  profecution  for  adultery,  fecures  her  from  the 
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penalty  of  death,  and  makes  lier  the   amends  in 
his  power,  for  the  injoiry  he  had  done  her. 

David  does  not  appear  to  have  felt  as  yet,-,  any 
checks  of  confcience  for  his  crhnes,  the  review  of 
his  condufl:  does  not  fecm  to  have  (truck  him 
with  remorfe,  infenfible  and  callous,  he  enjoys 
the  pleafures  he  had  purchafed,  even  at  fo  horrible 
an  expence,  the  fiege  went  on  profperoufly,  and 
his  multiplicity  of  bufinefs,  and  Government  af- 
fairs engrofs  his  thoughts  and  his  time.  However 
inattentive  and  eafy  l)avid  might  be,  the  Hiflory  in- 
forms us,  the  Lord  was  angry  with  David,  and  He 
awakened  hiscoiifcience,  fhcwedhim  the  heinouf- 
nefs  of  his  crimes,  brought  him  to  a  fenfe  of  his 
guilt,  to  ,'^cmcential  Ibrrow,  and  devout  acknow- 
ledgment.. It  was  on  this  occaGon,  God  was 
pleafed  to^employ.  his  Prpphet  Nathan,  he  rc- 
i]uefted  an  audience  of  the  King,  and  by  a  fable 
rnd  ftory;.mqft  artfully  wrought  up,  lie  forced 
David  folemnly  to  pronounce  ^condemnation  oij 
himfelf:  *i*he  ftory  the  Prophet  told,  was  grave, 
forcible,.-  aiFcfting,  infinuating,  and  polite.  I^ 
convdfl^ed  a  mofl  important  meffage,  tenderly  and 
iiclicately  exprcffed.  Bathfheba  had  juft  borne 
?iim  a  Son,"5»nd  David  was  highly  elated,  in  the 

.  midft  of  his;;5oy,  when  Nathan  is  introduced,  he 
addrcCcs  ih'b^.ing  with  the  following  complaint, 
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'*  Two  men  lived  In  the  fame  Town,  one  poor, 
^'  and  the  other  rich,  he  had  herds  and  flocks  in 
"  abundance,  but  the  poor  man  had  not  any 
"  thing,  fave  only  one  little  ewelamb,  which  he  had 
'*  bought  and  nourifhed,  fo  that  it  grew  up  toge- 
"  ther  with  him  and  with  his  children,  it  did  eat 
'^  of  his  morfel,  and  drank  of  his  cup,  and  lay  in 
*^  his  bofom,  and  was  to  him  as  a  Daughter,  ancj 
*^  there  came  to  the  rich  man,  a  certain  traveller,' 
*^  and  hie  begrudged  to  take  of  his  own,herd,  and 
^*  of  his  own  flock,  to  entertain  his  gueft,  but 
^'  took  away  the  poor  man's  lamb,  and  provided 
*'  for  the  traveller,"  As  the  Lord  lives,  fays 
'^  David,  ^^  The  man  who  h«5  done  this,  is  worthy 
^'  of  death,  he  (hall  rellore  the  lamb  four-fold,  in 
*^  as  much  as  he  hath  done  this  thing,  and  hath  had 
^*  no,cpmpafl[ion."  And  Nathan  faid  unto  David, 
'"  Thou  art  the  man/'  Uriah  the  Hittite,  thou 
bafl:  fmotp  with  the  fw®rd,Nand  hafl:  taken  his  wife, 
to  be  thy  wife,  and  haft  flain  him  by  the  hands  of 
the  children  of  Ammon. 

The  Prophet   now  pronounces  a  heavy  judg-« 
ment  upon  David  and  his  family, 

The  dreadful  fentence  roufed  the  confcicncc 
of  the    King,   and  frqm  full  conviQion,  he  cries 
put^lQud^  ''  I  hc^vc  fipncd  againft  the  Lord/* 
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Nathan  inftantly  replied:  "The  Lord  hath  put 
5*  away  thy  fin.  Thou  flialt  not  die,  but  the 
•*  Son  born  unto  thee,  he  fliall  furely  die.** 

Upon  this,  the  Prophet  withdrew,  and  left  the 
Palace.      David   greatly    huinbled    himfelf,    he 
fafted,  he  lay  all  night  upon  the  ground,  he  ac- 
knowledges ihd  gieatnefs  of  his  offences,    and 
^  he  mod  devoutly  prays  to  be  forgiven,  toberef- 
tored  to  the  favour   of    God,  and  that  his   little 
infant     might     be    fpared.       This    lalt    requeft 
was    very    fpeedily  denied    him,  and  the  child 
died    on     the    feventh    day,     his   fervants  fee- 
ing his   diftrefs,    ftill  proftratc    qn  the  ground, 
"were  afraid  to  tell  him;  he  might  be  more  mife^ 
rable  and  inconfolable;   but  feeing  a  buftle,   the 
Xing  enquired,  and  as  foon  as  knew  it,  he  arofe 
from  the  earth,  wafhed  and  anointed  himfelf,  put 
off  his  mourning  drefs,  went  to  the  Tabernacle 
where  the  Ark  was  depofited,  he  there  devoutly 
worfliipped  God,  and  then  returned  home,   or- 
dered his  table  to  be  fpread,  and  refreflied  him- 
felf. 

The  fervants  expreffing  their  furprize,  David 
told  them,  that  fince  the  child  was  dead,  his  fatt- 
ing could  be  of  no  avail,  he  mull  follow  the  child,  it 
could  never  return  to  him, 

Bathfheba 
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Bathflieba  bore  him  another  Son,  and  God  wag 
pleafed  to  blefs  him  from  his  earlieft  infancy,  he 
called  his  name  Solomon,  and  Nathan  the  Pro- 
phet, was  appointed  his  tutor.  The  fiege  of  Rab-^ 
bah  went  on  profperouQy,  the  Amni'onites  were 
reduced  to  very  great  extremities,  by  cutting  off 
the  fupplies  of  water  and  prqvifions,  a  fftnoiipe  ^n- 
fued  in  the  City. 

Joab,  at  this  time,  forwarded  his  difpatches  to 
Jerufalem,  and  informed  th^  King  of  the  diftrefs 
of  the  Ammonites,  and  the  nearnefs  of  their  fur-* 
render,  and  requefted  the  honour  of  his  Majeftty  V 
coming  in  perfon  to  the  camp,  that  the  glory  of  the 
conqueft  might  be  afcribed  to  him.  David  coin-i 
mended  the  duty  and  fidelity  of  his  General,  aP- 
fembled  his  guards,  and  haftened  with  them  to 
the  fiege,  the  City  was  foon  taken,  the  foldiers  ha4 
leave  given  them  to  plunder  it,  and  David  him- 
felf  took  poffeffion  of  the  King's  crown,  valued  at 
a  talent  of  gold,  and  there  was  fet  in  the  middle 
©f  it,  a  Sardonyx  ftone  of  great  beauty  and  luftre. 

Ever  after,  enthroned  in  ftate,  David  always 
y^ore  this  crown.  He  put  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Kabbah  to  the  fword,  with  the  like  feverity,  he 
treated  their  other  Cities,  and  he  carried  all 
the  rich  fpoils,  he  had  taken,  back  with  him  in  tri- 
umph to  Jerufalem, 

The. 
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The  lofs  of  David's  little  Son,  was  the  beginn- 
ing only  of  family  troubles,  another  affliftion  foon 
followed;  his  Son  Amnon's  bafe,  treacherous, 
infamous  lewdnefs,  and  violence  with  his  own 
half  lifter,  is  now  the  caule  of  very  fatal 
mifchief,  and  great  dlftrefs. 

After  Amnon,   had    cunningly   contrived   her 
ruin,  and  perpetrated  all  his  bafenefs,  the  Prince 
appears  highly  difgufted,  moft  cruelly  infults  her, 
•and  turns  her  out  of  doors  into  the  ftreet:  Tamar 
covered  with  fhame,  rends  her  Princely  robe,  in 
fackcloth,  and  with  ^fbes  on  her  head,  flie'goes  di- 
rcftly  to  the  houfe  of  her  brother  Abfalom,  who 
very  kindly  received  her,  and  comforted  her,  by 
the  tendereft  and    moft    affcSionatc    treatment, 
jifing  every  foothing  means  to  alleviate  her  forrow, 
and  flie  in  this  difconfolate  fituation,  (laid  in  his 
boufe  two  whole  years,  without  ever  feeing,  or 
being  ftcn,  by  any  body  whatever. 

David  was  very  angry,  and  moft  exceedingly 
diftrefled,  he  too  plainly  faw  the  threatenings  of 
God,  by  the  Prophet  Nathan,  were'  aftually 
taking  place,  Amnon  was  his  eldeft  Son,  a  fa^ 
vourite  with  his  Father,  and  in  his  angerand  high 
refentment,  he  was  very  unwilling  to  pafsfentence, 
and  take  away  the  life  of  his  Son,  but  Abfalom 
^who  w^s  own  brother  J)oth  by  father  and  mother) 
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t^'^as  over-come  by  his  violent  d'.fgufl,  and  hatred 
to  Amnon,  and  was  watching  every  opportunity^ 
how  he  might  fecretly  revenge  the  injury.  Two 
years  were  now  elapfed,  and  Abfalora  propofed 
taking  a  journey  into  the  country,  and  fhear  his 
fheep,  at  that  time  it  was  always  ufual  to  make  a 
feaft,  and  he  invited  all  his  family,  to  his  eftate  at 
BaaUhazor,  to  partake  of  it.  David  excufed  him- 
felf,  unwilling  to  put  his  Son  to  a  large  expencc 
on  his  account,  but  all  his  children  Were  invited^ 
and  he  freely  gave  them  leave ;  and  alfo  Amnoa 
was  permitted  to  accompany  them. 

It  .was  at  this  feaft,  Abfalom  gave  orders  to  his 
fervants,  to  keep  their  eye  upon  his  brother  Am- 
non,  and  when  they  Ihould  fee  him  elated  and 
merry  with  wine,  they  'were  to  rufh  upon  him 
and  flay  him.  Abfalom's  fervants  obeyed  their 
matter,  and  his  brothers,  feeing  fo  tragical  an 
^ftion,  were  very  terribly  alarmed,  and  every 
moment  expefted  a  like  violence  might  be  in- 
tended for  each  of  them,  they  therefore  ran  to 
their  horfes,  mounted  them  as  faft  as  poflible, 
and  rode  full  fpeed  back  to  Jerufalem. 

On  the  very  firft  alarm  of  this  aflaflinationj^^  a 
meffenger  had  potted  to  David,  and  he  reported 
that  all  his  fons  were  killed,  overwhelmed  with  the 
deepeft  horror  and  anxiety,  the  King  rent  his  gar- 
ments, 
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llients^  lay  proftrate  on  the  earth,  venting  and 
breathing  out  his  grief  in  the  bittereft  fighs  and 
lamentations,  while  in  this  pofture  and  fore  diftrefs, 
thenoife  and  bullle  of  horfes  ^vcre  heard,  his  Sons 
arrived,  the  Father  rifes,  runs  out  to  Hffeet  them 
in  a  flood  of  tears,  David  wept,  the  Sons  too  wept 
bitterly,  they  for  their  brother,  and  David  for  his 
Son* 

Abfalom  fled  to  I'almai,  to  the  King  of 
Geihur,  and  he  continued  at  the  Court  of  his 
Grand-father  three  years;  at  this  time  David's 
fond  and  affc8:ionate  difpofition  began  to  relent, 
he  regreted  his  abfence,  and  his  banifliment,  he 
Commiflioned  Joab,  his  Gcneril,  to  bring  back  his 
Son,  and  fent  him  for  that  purpofe  to  Gefliur; 
Abfalom  returned  with  Joab,  but  before  he  could 
enter  the  City,  David  ordered  him  to  his  own 
houfe,  and  he  confined  him  there  two  ycarsv 
Abfalom  then  grew  very  impatient  under  his 
confinement,  he  held  a  conference  with  Joab^ 
^nd  urged  him  with  great  earncftnefs  to  intercede 
with  his  Father,  for  his  reconciliation  and  libertyi 
The  General,  for  fomc  reafons,  put  him  off  from 
time  to  time,  andneglcfted  making  any  application 
on  his  belwilf.  Abfalom  was  a  moft  beautiful 
perfon,  the  handfomeft  man  in  all  the  Kingdom^ 
and  he  now  thought  himfelf  Heir  to  the  crown^ 
and  during  fo  long  an  ablence  and   confinement^ 
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vas  fearful  left   fome  dcvife  might  be  fbrmm^ 
againft  his  lucceffion.     He  therefore  repeatedl/ 
with  greaj  zeal,  renewedhis  requeft  to  Joab,  and 
at  length  vexed  and  fadly  difappointed  at  his  in- 
difference, the  Prince  grew  quite  warm,  and  he 
ordered  his  fervants  to  fet  fire  to  a  field  of  ripe 
corn,  belonging  to  the  General,  and  burn  it  all  up^ 
Joab  inftantly   ran  to   Abfaloni's  houfe,  and  en- 
qtiired  the  caufe  of  this  mifchief  and  devaftation, 
Abfaloni  fternly   reproved  his  omiflioii  and  long 
delay,  and  reafons  with  him  on  his*  fufferings  aivl 
confinement/    He  wiats  even  happier  out  of  the 
Kingdom  and  at  Gefhur;  to  be  near  his  Fatker, 
and  never  fee  his  Father,  nor  be  forgiven,  grew 
every  day,  more  and  more  infufferable.     Joali 
was  now  in  earneft  to  apply  in  his  behalf,  he  re- 
quefted  an  audience,  he  won  upon  the  afFeftions 
of  David,  and  obtained  leave  to   bring  him  to 
the  Palace,     Abialom   fell  proftrate  before  his 
Father,  with  dutiful  fiibmilfion  and  reverence  he 
prayed  to  be  forgiven,  David  inftantly  held  oui 
his  hand,  raifed  him  up  himfelf,  and  moft  cordis 
diaily  embraced  him,  and  reftored  him  to  his  a£^ 
feftion  and'  favour! 

Abfalom  now  took  upon  him  great  ftate  and 
magnificence ;  lie  was  Heir  apparent  to  the  Crown^ 
David'^s  eldeft  Spn,  and  he  built  him  a  ftate  equi- 

youU  Tt  page. 


(    3H    ) 

page,  cncreafed  the  number  of  his  horfes^  and 
enlarged  his  (tables,  was  attended  with  a  body- 
guard of  fifty  men,  and  they  marched  in  ftate  be- 
fore hiin,  whenever  he  appeared  in  publick. 

Very  early  in  the  morning,  it  was  always  the 
ciiftom  at  the  Palace  to  prcfent  petitions,  for  the 
People  to  attend  and  make  their  complaints,  and 
lay  their  grievances  before,  the  Judges,  Abfalom 
rofe  early,  went  to  the  Palace,  placed  himfelf 
near  the  gate  at  the  entrance,  familiarly  converfed 
with  all  who  reforted  thither,  he  enquired  their 
bufinefs,  lamented  their  waiting,  infinuated  him- 
felf into  their  good  graces,  threw  out  fome  fufpi- 
cion,  fome  diftant  hints  to  lelTen  their  good  opi- 
nion of  the  {kill,  the  judgment,  and  even  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Judges,  the  King*s  Council,  and  the 
Magiftrates.  Day  after  day,  he  thus  moft  affidu- 
oufly  ingratiates  himfelf,  winds  himfelf  into  their 
favour,  becomes  more  and  more  popular,  a 
friend  of  the  People,  a  redreifer  of  their  grie- 
vances, afliimes  the  politeff  and  moft  winning 
carriage,  a  highly  pleafing  perfon,  tlie  moft  ele-^ 
gant  and  accomplifhed  figure  at  Court.  Abfalom 
lamented  with  great  concern,  he  was  not  admitted 
to  fit  as  Judge,  to  hear  all  their  complaints,  and' 
decide  himfelf  in  their  favour,  thus  tacitly  re^ 
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preaching  his  Father,  the  Judges,  and  the  Go-- 
vernment. 

When  he  was  addreffed  as  a  Prince,  and  ho- 
mage was  paid  him,  moft  courteoufly  he  takes 
them  by  the  hand,  embraces  them,  in  token  of 
aflfe£lion  he  kiffes  them,  infinuates  himfelf  into 
their  efteem,  and  thus  aims  at  weakening  their 
loyalty,  and  undermining  the  good  Government 
of  his  Father. 

Numbers  were  now  in  the  intereft  of  the  Prince, 
fuch  conduftmade  him  many  friernls,  he  is  highly^ 
fpoken  of,  and  is  fecretly  attempting  to  fecure 
the  Crown,  by  the  moft  unnatural  and  impious 
rebellion  againft  his  Father,  endangering  his  life, 
and  plundering  his  Crown.  All  his  fchemes  arCv, 
deeply  laid,  and  Achitrophel,  David's  firft  Coun- 
fellor,  a  man  of  deep  cunning,  and  confummate 
policy,  offered  him  his  fervicts,  and  wonderfully 
encouraged  him.  It  was  under  the  made  of  piety, 
Abfalom  firft  concealed  his  treafon.  When  he 
was  in  Syria,  and  had  taken  refuge  at  Gcfhur,  the 
Court  of  his  Grand-father,  he  offered  up  a  folemn 
vow,  if  it  ftiould  pleafe  God  to  bring  him  back  to 
Jerufalem,  and  reconcile  him  to  his  Father's  love, 
he  would  offer  upon  the  Altar  at  Hebron,  a  moft 
devout  thankfgiving  and  facrifice;  the  Prince 
equefted  an  audience  of  the  King,  and  duti-^ 
T  t  a  fully 


fully  atked  his  permiffion  to  jgo  thither,  and  pej*- 
form  his  vow,  it  was  the  place  of  his  Nativity^ 
and  the  Altar,  and  the  high  place  for  facrificc 
yere  yet  ftanding,  and  in  daily  ufe.  I)avid  not 
in  the  leaft  fufpefting  any  treafonable  intentioRff 
pr  difloyalty,  commended  the  piety  of  his  Son, 
and  very  readily  aflentcd  to  his  propofal,  gave 
hm  his  blefjBng,  ^nd  wiJhed  him  proi^erity. 

When  thefe  religious  facrifices  were  performed, 
there  was  ufually  a  grand  feftival,  and  Abfaloni 
invited  two  hundred  of  the  principal  inhabitants, 
the  moft  refpeftable  of  the  People,  jto  meet  him 
at  Ilebron,  to  grace  the  foLemnitics,  and  partake 
of  the  entertainment;  after  this  he  difpatched  his 
emifTaries,  into  all  the  principal  towns  on  the 
road,  and  a  fcleft  number  of  thofe  he  could  truft, 
were  ordered  to  flay,  in  a  ftill  and  private  manner 
in  every  one  of  them;  on  a  fignal  which  Ihould 
be  given,  his  little  party  fbould  found  the  trum* 
pets,  affcmblc  the  People,  and  publickly  pro- 
clain>  bim.  King  of  Ifrael.  They  were  then  di- 
rcQ:ed  to  colleft  and  enlift  into  their  party,  all 
the  Forces  they  poffibly  could,  and  repair  with 
them  all  to  his  ftandard  at  Hebron.  'His  plans 
thus  adjufted,  Abfalom  fet  out  on  his  journey, 
many  of  his  guefts  accompany  him,  and  the  reft 
very  iijnocently  prepare  for  their  meeting  him 
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they  all  refpeftfully  there  paid  him  their  homagje 
and  compliinents,  as  Heir;to  theCfown,  andelde^^ 
Son  of  the  King.  Thefe  guefts  were  People  of 
charafter  and  great  refpeaability,  they  were 
therefore  of  advantage  to  his  caufe,  and  infpirejjE 
with  high  fpirits  and  courage,  all  his  party  and  the 
confpirators,  who  at  leaft  thought  them  all  friend^  ' 
to  the  Prince  and  his  caufe. 

When  Abfalom  arrived  at  Hebron,  he  feat  a 
formal  meffage  to  Achitrophel,  Prefident  of  the 
King's  Council,  and  this  great  Counfellor  imme- 
diately joined  his  party,  and  ftamped  a  fanftion 
and  importance  on  all  their  proceedings,  a  credit 
poticed  by  ail  the  company. 

Tranf^ipns  thus  publickly  performed,  fooa 
became  a  general  talk,  the  news  was  carried  im- 
mediately to  Jerufalem,  the  report  was  all  over 
the  City,  Abfalom  had  gained  tjie  hearts  of  the 
People,  they  had  proclaimed  him  King,  he  vfjx^ 
already  on  his  march  for  the  Capita}^ 

David  had  very  few  forces  in  Jerufalem,  he 
had  not  foldiers  enough  to  defend  the  City,  the 
King  haftily  fummoned  a  council,  and  propofed 
to  them,  leaving  inftantly  his  Palace,  ^nd  retiring 
to  a  diftance  from  his  Capital,  as  the  only  mean$ 
(pffafety  left  him,  ia  order  to  avpi^  bis;andhi« 
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family -s  falling,  into  the  hands  of  the  Rebels,  who 
already  on  the  march,  were  approaching  the  City, 
and  expefted  fuddenly  to  enter  it,  they  (in  the 
hour  of  diftraftion)  might  put  the  inhabitants  to 
the  fword,  ravage  and  plunder  all  his  People. 

.The  King's  Council  were  intimidated,  they 
profeffed  the  higheft  refpeft,  love,  and  loyalty 
to  his  Majefty,  and  a  determined  refolution  to 
follow  him  every  where. 

David  collefted  all  hiff  houfehold,  his  wives, 
and  his  children,  and  his  fervants,  they  all   on 
foot  inftantly  fet  out,    his  Nobles,  his  Friends^ 
and  a  great  number  of  Citizens  accompany  him, 
all  his  body-guards,  and  what  forces  he  could  fo 
fuddenly  raife  followed  him,  he  left  in  his  Pa- 
lace only  ten  women,  his  concubines,  and  they 
were  left  in  charge  of  every  thing.     His  fix  hun- 
dred faithful  foldiers  who  had  travelled  with  hini 
from  Gath,  marched   in  the   front,  they  all  kept 
moving  forwards,  until  they    had  gained  a  fafe 
diftance,  where  they  might  prudently  flop,  to  re- 
ceive hi3  difpatches,  and  hear  of  every  thing,  now 
about  to  happen  at  Jerufalem. 

After  this  refrefhment  and  firft  halt,  the  King 
ordered  them  on,  over  the  Brook  Kedron,  his 
children,  and  little  ones  moved  firft,  and  them 
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followed  the  foldiers,  his  Nobles,  hrsFrieudf^ 
their  Attendants  and  his  Wives,  laft  of  all  David 
.  himfelf  pafled  over,  and  they  all  took  their  rout 
towards  the  Wildernefs,  amidfl  the  moft  afFefitio- 
nate  lamentations  of  his  People,  for  their  bra.ve 
and  moft  excellent  Prince,  thus  piteoufly  and 
ignominioufly  drove  into  exile,  by  his  ungrateful^ 
and  moft  unnatural  Son.  Zadoc  and  Abiathar, 
the  two  High-Priefts,  and  their  Priefts,  and  the 
Levites  here  overtook  him,  and  they  had  care^ 
fully  brought  with  them  the  Ark,  the  emblem  of 
the  Divine  prefence,  but  David  direfted  them  to 
return  back  with  itl 

**  God  is  every  where  prefent,  fhould  God 
•*  rejeft  me  1  fubmit,  let  Him  do  to  me  as 
**  feemeth  Him  good.** 

Affliftion  with  dignity,  and  manly  fdrtitudei  a 
humiliation  fweetened  by  hope  and  truft  iri  his 
God.  Abiathar  one  of  the  High-Pricfts^  in  order 
to  forward  the  fafeiy  and  efcape  of  many  inore  of 
his  friends,  was  already  gone  back,  and  had  paffed 
over  the  Brook,  when  on  looking  behind,  he  faw  at 
adiftance  Zadoc,  the  Priefts,  and  the  Levites 
bringing  the  Ark,  and  repaffing  Kcdron.  David 
had  held  a  converfation  with  the  High-Prieft, 
prudcnftially  and  politicly  told  him,  you  are  a 
Seer,  a^^ifeand  intelligent  man,  do  go  quietly 
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back  to  Jcrufalcm,  and   I  pray  God   to  prote(!i 
ttnd  blefs  you>  fct  your  two  Sons  accompany  you, 
they  will  be  truffy  friends,  you  now  perfeflly  well 
Ildow  my  rout»  fertd  me  word  of  alt  that  pafles  in 
the  City.     Both  the  High-Priefts   continued    at 
Jerufalem,  untrP  the    febellioh  was  entirely  fup- 
prefled.      The  King  hiving  thus  confidentially 
fettled  his  mode  of  intelKgerice,  purfued  his  march 
towards  the  Wildemefs,  and  afcended  the  hilt  to 
3<ount  Olivet;  and  it  was  here  he  fuiffered  forely 
from  his  great  fatigue,  a  fenfc  of  his  danger,  the 
fearful  apprehenfron  of  the  difpleafure  of  God, 
and  from  the  unnatural  unaff<^dionate  conduct  of 
a  Son,  he  moft  tenderly  loved.     David's  very- 
heart  was  pierced,  and  his  tears  found  vent  and 
overwhelmed  his  eyes.     He  travelled  on  a  moun». 
ing  penitent,  his  head  covered,  and  bare-footed^ 
his  attendants,  in  proof  of  their  love  and  very 
tender  concern,  followed  his  example,  and  they 
very  heartily,  and  grievoufly  forrowed  with  hint. 
A  meflenger  here  overtook  them,  and  came  run- 
ning with  the  news,  that  his  firft  counfel,  and  wife 
friend  Achitrophel,  had  joined  the  confpirators  ; 
David  well  knowing  his  abilities,  his  cunning  and. 
deep  policy,  was  greatly  alarmed  and  diftrefled. 

On  the  perfidy  and  trealbn  of  this  unnatural 
friend  and  counfellor,  David  (fome  time  after  jc^ 
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flefting  on  his  bafcnefs)  compofed  the  fifty  fifth 
Pfalm.  On  the  top  of  the  Mount,  the  King  wa* 
toet  by  a  very  old  and  affeftionate  friend,  Hufhai, 
and  he  had  rent  all  his  clothes,  and  put  earth  upom 
his  head  in  token  of  forrow,  and  he  would  fain 
have  accompanied  David  in  his  flight,  but  the 
King  wifely  rcflefted,  how  very  ufeful  the  fervice 
of  fo  faithful  a  friend,  would  be  to  him  and 
his  caufe  in  Jcrufalem,  and  he  informed  him  of 
tte  treafon  and  perfidy  of  Achitrophel,  over- 
perfuading  him  to  return  back  andoflfer  his  fervicea 
to  Abfalom,  he  might  have  it  in  bis  power  to  de-^ 
feat  and  fruftrate  Achitrophel's'  deep  policy,  and 
treacherous  devifes  againfthim.  Hufhai  yielded 
to  the  importunity  of  David,  he  immediately  ret. 
turned,  and  found  Abfalom  had  already  takent 
poflbflion  both  o^t  the  City  and  the  Palace. 

Going  down  the.  hill  on  the  other  fide,  David 
was  overtaken  by  Ziba,  the  fteward  of  Mephibo- 
iheth,  and  be  brought  him  on  affes  two  hundred 
loaves^  a  great  quantity  of  raifons  and  fummec 
fruit,  and  ^caCk  of  wine,  a  fealonable  prefent,  as 
they  were  juft  now  entering  the  Wildernefs,  to 
refrefh  all  the  traveUers.  David  enquired  ol: 
Ziba  where  his  maftcr  was,  and  he  anfwered  at 
Jerufalem,  he  was  waiting  iV  ful|  expeftation  of 
b^in^  reffor^d  to  the  Throne.    It  was  a  very  little 
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farther  at  Bahurim,  that  the  King  was  met  by 
Shimei,  a  relation  of  Saul's,  and  he  follawedafter 
David  with  the  mad  horrid  curfes  ard  impreca- 
tions, rhrowing  great  ftones  down  the  hill  and  mo- 
lefting  him  and  his  party;  fuch  infamous  and  ma- 
licious inlblt,  enraged  the  King's  Officers,  and 
Abifhai,  one  of  his  Generals,  afked  permiflTion  to 
go  and  take  his  head  off,  David  very  mildly  rea- 
fontd  with  him,  *•  Behold  my  own  Son  feeketli 
^  my  life,  how  much  more  this  Bchjamite/' 
Such  roeeknefs  and  forbearance,  made  Shimei 
'  more  inlolent,  and  he  kept  at  a  very  fhort  diftance, 
pelting  him  with  (tones,  and  clouding  him  with 
duft.  David  ttill  purfucd  his  march,  and  he  en^ 
tered  the  Town  of  Bahuriai,  in  the  tribe  of  Eph- 
raim,  and  he  halted,  and  here  refrefhed  his  family 
and  all  his  People,  wearied  out  with  fo  very  long 
and  hafty  a  journey. 

Abfalom  and  his  rebel  Army  were  all  fettled, 
caroufing  and  rejoicing  in  Jerufalem,  Acbitrophel 
his  firft  favourite  and  prime  Minifter.  Among 
other  Officers  of  State,  Hufhai  came  to  Court,  and 
paid  his  compliments  to  the  young  Prince,  "  God 
"  fave  the  King/*  Abfalom  with  unparalleled 
rudcnefs  was  very  feverely  fatirical  upon  him,  and 
fcornlully  afked,  is  this  your  kindncfs  to  your  old 
friend?  why  wenteft  thou  not  with  thy  friend? 

and 
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^nA  Hufliai  anfwered.  No,  whomfoever  the  Lord, 
the  Army,  and  Ifrael  chufe,  him  will  I  fcrve.  As 
I  have  ferved  thy  Father,  fo  v/ill  I  fcrve  Thee, 
The  Franknefs,  and  well-known  fidelity  of  Hu- 
fliai, inftantly  pn)cured  him  a  Station  and  appoint- 
ment at  Coart. 

Abfalom    now    fummoned  a    grand   Council 
of  aH  his    Friends   and   Adherents,  in  order  to 
adopt  proper  meafures,  to  accomplifli  and  fecure 
the  Revolution  in  his  favour,  which  had  been  fo 
very   fuccefsfuliy  begun.     A    very  horrid  and 
moft   dreadful  part  of  the    Prophets  Prediaion 
was   tiow  ripe  for  fulfilment ;  Nathan  had  told 
David,  "    I  will  take    thy  Wives,    ^nd  I  will 
•^  give  them  to^hy  Neighbour'*  to  thi^  abandon- 
ed and  RKJft  execrable  0f  all  Meafures,  Abfalom 
;   was  now^  advifed  by   his  Minifter  and  favoujtite 
'     Counfellor  Achitrophel,  and  h6  feemed    to  have 
in  view,  the  bafe  and  moft  determined  refolution, 
of  preventing  hereby,  all   future  reconciliation 
between  Father  and  Son.  V  ^ 

On  the  Hdufe  top,  in  the  face  of  the  Sun 
and  in  fight  of  all  Ifrael,  Abfalom,  without  fear 
or  fliame,  prepetrated  even  this  Wickednefs. 
this  moft  horrid  of  all  incefts;  and  had  he  th^ 
leaft  decency  or  tendernefs  of  confcience,  he 
Would  have  Ihuddered  at  the  thoughts  of  com- 
mitting 
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mitting,  even  in  the  darkeft  and  moft  feferet  re- 
tirement imaginable^  what  he  had  thus  pu^lickly 
and  avowedly  executed  at  noon  Day. 

The  next  advice  of  Achitrophel,  was  not  left 
horrid  and  impious,  his  plan  and  contriyance  was, 
to  murder  his  Father,   and  he   oflPered  himfelf 
to  become  his  executioner.     He  would  fet  put 
that  very    night    with  twelve   thoufand  .chofen 
Men,  and    accomplifh   this  moft  bloody   Deed, 
and  the  fcheme  he  propofed,  was  very    likely  in- 
deed to  have  proved  fatal  to  David.     Hufhai's 
prudence  and  wife  conduft  prevented  it.     Abfa- 
lom  highly  delighted  with  AchitropbePs  advice,  and 
his   zesJ.to  ferve  hijn,  aftually  figned  his  orders 
to  fet  off,  but  he  firft  fent  for  Hufliai.     (Hufliai, 
had  already  found  means  to  forward  the  necef- 
•  fary    information  to  David,   direfting    him     to 
change  his  route  and  make  no  delay  whatever, 
fearing  leaft  he   might  not  be    able  to    put   a 
flop   to   the  expedition,    and  inftant    march  of 
Achitrophel.)     Hufhai's  opinion  was  wifely  cal- 
culated to  footh  the  vanity  and  ambition  of  the 
young  Prince,  and  it  luckily  met  the  approbation 
of  the  whole    Council, '  though    perhaps    almoft 
the  only  one,  which  could  have   faved  the  life  of 
David,  give  him  time   to   refrefh  his  harraffed 
followers,  and  recover  them  from  the  fore  alarm 
and  confternation.    *[  The  Counfel  of  Achitrophel 
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U  not  good  on  the  prefent  occaCon,.  Thy  Fatheflf 
5ind  his  Men,  are  Men  of  Valour  and  experi- 
ence, they  are  not  likely  to  be  furprized,  proba^ 
bly  tKey  had  fortified  themfelves  in  ftrong  holds. 
Caverns,  and  among  Rocks.  His  advice  to  his 
Majefty  was,  to  call  together  all  Ifrael,  from 
Dan  to  Beer-ftieba,  and  pour  in  upon  David 
and  his  Army  fo  numerous  a  body  of  troops^  as 
would  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  of  thenn 
to  efcape, 

Providence  permitted  the  young  Prince,  and 
all  his  Council,  to  be  blinded  by  this  very  ex^ 
traordinary  Speech.  Achitrophel  was  the  only 
Perfon  who  perceived  the  drift  and  dangerous 
confequence  of  it ;  moft  horribly  chagrined  and 
inprtpfied  that  the  advice  of  Huftiai  fhould  be 
perferred  before  his,  he  ordered  his  Afs  to  be 
faddled,  and  rode  home  full  fpeed,  he  there  fat 
himfelf  down,  made  his  own  Will,  fettled  all 
his  affairs,  and  afterwards  went  out  and  hung 
himfelf. 

Upon  the  information  forwarded  by  Hufliai, 
David  loft  not  one  moment,  he  with  all  his 
family,  his  attendants  and  army,  at  mid-night, 
proffed  over  the  River  Jordan,  and  early  the 
pext  morning  arrived  at  Mehanaim,  in  the  tribe 
pf  Gad,  and  here  many  of  his  friends  reforte4 

to 
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to  him,  and  they  brought  him  plenty  of  Pro* 
vifion,  fupplied  him  with  Tents,  pouches,  Uten- 
ills  and  all   neceffaries, 

Abfalom  was  foon  informed  of  his  Father's 
new  route,  and  of  his  forces  and  ftrengtb,  he 
marched  himfelf  againft  him,  with  a  formidable 
Army,  and  Amafa  was  his  Commander  in  Chief, 
they  pitched  their  tents,  and  formed  a  large  en* 
campment  in  the  land  of  Gilead. 

David  affembled  his  troops  and  divided  them 
ihto  three  bodies,  he  gave  the  command  of  them 
to  Joab,  and  his  two  Brothers.  David  propofed 
to  be  himfelf  their  General,  but  this,  all  bi* 
friends  moll  ftrenuoutiy  oppofed,  alledging,  that 
his  enemy  would  much  perfer  his  fingle-  death,  tp 
the  deftru£lion  of  his  whole  Army.  David  there- 
fore with  a  fmall  reinforcement  flayed  at  Meha- 
naim,  and  he  anxioufly  gave,  in  perfon,  ftri£l 
charge  to  all  his  Officers,  and  in  hearing  of  all  his 
men,  that  they  fhould  be  very  careful  and  tender* 
refpefting  the  life  of  his  Son.  In  the  Foreft  of 
Ephraim  a  very  fierce  and  bloody  battle  was 
fought,  the  Rebel  Army  w^ere  totally  routed, 
twenty  thoufand  men  were  flain  in  the  fight, 
numbers  more  in  the  wood  flying  and  attempting 
their  efcape.  Abfalom  purfued  by  a  party  of  roy- 
tlifts  fled  with  full  fpeed  upon  his  mule   through 
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the  wood,  his  fine  bufliy  hair  entangled  iH' 
the  branches  of  an  oafc,  and  the  Mule  ran  from 
under  him,  and  left  the  young  Prince  hangiHg  by 
his  hair,  which  was  very  thick,  and  immoderately 
luxuriant.  A  foldier  haftily  ran  and  told  Joab, 
upon  which  he  faid  to  him,  why  did  you  not 
fmite  him,  I  would  have  given  thee  fifty  Ihekels 
of  filver,  and  a  girdle  (a  Captain's -Commiffion;) 
the  man  anfwered  him,  hadft  thou  offered  me  two 
thoufand,  I  would  not,  after  that  my  Lord,  the 
King  had  fo  ftriftly  charged,  and  entreated  me  to 
fpare  the  young  man.  Joab  faid,  it  was  now  no 
time  to  parly,  where  is  the  Prince  ?  and  he  com- 
manded him  to  (hew  him  the  fpot,  Joab  inftantljr 
ftruck  a  javelin  into  his  heart,  ten  of  his  guards 
now  cut  down  the  body,  threw  it  into  an  adjacent 
pit,  and  covered  it  over  with  a  heap  of  ftones, 
Joab  founded  a  retreat,  recalled  his  foldiers 
from  the  purfuit,  and  put  an  end  to  the  effufion 
of  blood.  The  rebel  Army  thus  difperfed,  every 
roan  fled  to  his  own  home. 

At  the  gate  of  Mehanaim,  David  in  grea^ 
i^nxiety,  moft  impatiently  waited  the  event  of 
the  battle,  and  he  was  didrefsfully  folicitous  for 
the  fafety  of  his  Son,  the  watchman  on  the  high 
Tower,  cries  out  a  meflenger !  a  meffenger  !  and 
David  fays,  he  bringeth  good  news,  again  the 
watchmen  cries  out^   I  fpy  another  !  and  David 

again 
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again  repKes,  be  bringeth  good  tidiiigs;  the 
watchman  now  fays,  it  is  Ahimaaz  Son  of  Zadoc 
and  the  King  was  glad,  a  meffenger  fays  he,  of 
joyful  news;  Ahimaaz  now  arrives  and  pays  him 
homage,  the  battle  is  won,  and  David  fays,  but 
my  Son.  Ahimaaz  anfwers,  he  could  only  tell 
him  of  the  viftory,  the  Enemy  was  routed.  The 
other  meffenger  now  enters,  David  tells  him  I  have 
heard  of  the  viftory,  where  is  my  Son  ?  Cufhai  an- 
fwers, may  the  fame  fate  be  to  thy  enemies,  as  has 
now  befallen  thy  Son;.  David  went  up  to  an  upper 
chamber,  the  higbelt,  moft  retired  place  in  all  the 
City,  moft  bitterly  bewailing  the  lofs  of  his  Son^ 
beating  his  breaft,  tearing  his  hair,  renting  hi9 
clothes,  and  crying  aloud,  O'  my  Son  Abfalom; 
my  Son,  my  Son  Abfalom,  would  to  God,  I  had 
died  for  thee  !  O*  Abfalom  my  Son,  my  Son* 

Joab,  and  the  Army,  would  not  enter  the  City 
at  the  great  Gate  and  in  triumph  as  Conquerors, 
with  countenances  dejefled,  and  eyes  full  of  tears, 
they  filently  marched  in,  fo  forrowful,  and  more 
like  captives  were  they  all.  David  fat  mute, 
with  a  veil  over  his  face,  heavily  fobbing  and  un« 
feafonably  mourning  over  his  Son,  Joab  forefaw 
from  fuch  a  conduQ:,  the  moft  fatal  confequences, 
it  was  very  likely  indeed  to  occafion  a  mutiny.  So 
rough  and  hardy  a  Soldier,  unaccuftomed  to  the 
tender  feelings  oi  humanity  and  parental  fondneft, 

went 
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%crll  rudely  up  to  him,  and  in  terms  imperiotvs, 
inr6lent  and  threatening,  upbrslided  the  King  wi(h 
ingratitude,  reafoned  with  him  (at  a  feafon  like  this) 
ort  the  ill  confequences  of  fuch  a  publick  efFuGon 
offdrrow  and  afFefllon,  forced  hini  out  of  his  te^ 
tirement,  obliged  him  to  come  forwards,  and  led 
him  to  his  People,  '*  if  you  perfift,  I  will  give 
**  your  Kingdom  to  another,  I  will  cauie  your 
*•  Army  to  reVolt.  Dry  lip  your  teafs,  fhew  your* 
"  felf  at  the  Gate,  afliime  all  the  cheerfulnefs  ia 
**  your  power". 

On  this  threatening  fpeech  of  his  General,  the 
King  refumed  his  wonted  care  for  his  People,  he 
came  forwards,  {at  down  at  the  gate  in  all  hia 
royal  robes,  and  they  all  faluted  him,  and  came 
refpeftfuUy  to  pay  him  homage.  AH  his  Officers, 
Soldiers  and  People,  even  thofe  who  had  fided  with 
Abfalom^  crouded  in,  and  were  now  mod  ambi- 
tious to  fhew  him  aifedion,  duty,  and  refpe3;« 
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DAVID. 


WHEN  David  fawthe  readinefs  of  the  Tribes 
and  his  People,  to  coi^duQ  him  back  to 
his  Capital,  he  forwarded  an  exprefs  to  Zadoc 
and  Abiathar,  his  High-Priefts,  to  afTemble  the 
Chiefs  and  Elders  of  Judah,  and  haften  with 
them,  to  accompany  him  home  to  his  Palace, 
and  he  fent  a  trufty  Officer  with  an  offer  to 
Amafa,  the  rebel  General,  that  in  cafe  he  would 
take  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance,  loyally  and  ami- 
cably 
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bly  join  his  Troops^  he  would  appoint  him 
his  Commander  in  Chief,  and  General  over  all 
his  Forces,  and  as  he  was  a  Relation,  David 
perfuafively  added  '^  Say  ye  to  Amafa,  art  thoa 
not  of  my  bone,  andof  my  flefh?"  This  Step 
was  an  Aft  of  great  Prudence,  for  Amafa  had 
garrifoned  Jerufaleip,  with  a  large  body  of 
Troops,  and  was  already  fled  back  thither  with  a 
ftiong  and  powerful  re-inforcement. 

Hitherto,  all  the  Tribes  had  ambitioufly  ftrove 
to  Ihew  their  Loyalty,  and  obliterate  the  re- 
membrance of  thtir  defeftion,  by  the  moft  re- 
fpeftful  homage,  and  the  moft  dutiful  CJjpref- 
fions  of  Submilfion,  Before  the  King  arrived 
at  the  banks  of  Jordan,  Shimei,  who  had  fo  infult- 
ingly  perfecuted  him  in  his  flight,  here  met  him  at 
t  le  head  of  a  thoufand  Benjamites,  Shimei  fell  prof- 
trate  on  the  Ground,  pay inghim  the  mofl  fubmiffive 
homage,  praying  his  life,  and  fueing  for  pardon 
and  forgivenefs,  Abifliai,  a  -General  Officer, 
who  had  been  fo  provoked  by  his  former  infult, 
bafenefs,  and  infamy,  reminds  David  of  Shimei's 
ihameful  blafphemy  and  perfecution)  and  aflcs  if 
he  fliould  not  die,  but  David  unwilling  to  eclipfe 
the  general  joy,  by  infliSing  any  punifliment, 
generoufly   pardoned    Shimei,    "    Verily     thou 

flialt  not  die,  and  David  confirmed  it  with  an 
*'  Oath.*'  A  very  little  farther,  Ziba,  attended 
by  bis  fifteen  Sons,  ^nd  g  train  of  twenty  fer- 
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vants  met  the  King,  and  they  all  on  the  road  fell 
down  and  paid, him  homage;  Ziba,  the  fteward  of 
Mephiboflieth,  had  by  a  falfe  reprefentation^ 
artfully  leffened  David's  good  opinion  of  his 
mailer,  and  by  that  cunning  and  flander,  he  had 
obtained  a  grant  of  his  eftates,  Ziba  now  comes 
eagerly  to  congratulate  the  King  on  his  return 
and  reftoration..  Good  old  Barzillai,  at  the  age 
of  four-fcore,  came  alfo  to  exprefs  his  great  joy, 
refpeftfully  accompanied  him  over  Jordan,  and 
he  there  dutifully  and  mod  affedionately  took 
his  laft  farewel.  David  invited  him  to  Jeruialem, 
but  the  good  old  man,  incapable  himfeff  of  en^ 
joying,  the  pleafures  of  a  Court,  requefted  his 
Majefty  would  beftow  fuch  honours  on  his  Son, 
upon  which,  Chimham  being  introduced^  was 
moft  gracioufly  noticed  by  the  King,  and  invited 
^o  the  Palace.  David  embraced  Barzillai,  he 
kiffed  his  old  friend,  and  they  parted  in  tears. 

The  King's  meffage  to  Zadoc  and  Abiathar, 
his  High-Priefts,  to  affemWe  the  Elders  of 
Judah»  and  come  in  a  body  to  meet  him,  excited- 
fome  jealoufy  between  the  men  of  Judah,  and  the 
men  of  Ifrael,  the  obftinacy  of  the  former  exaf- 
perated  the  other  Tribes,  and  they  thought  them- 
felve^  flighted  by  the  diftindion  paid  to  Judab; 
this  occafioned  a  tumult  and  a  revolt,  one  Sheba^ 
Abfalom's  Captain,  a  faftious  Benjamite,  cried 
out  aloud,  «  We  have  no  part  in  David  !  no  in^. 
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^  heritance  in  the  Son  of  Jefle  !  — To  y\mr  tentj 
^  O'    Ifrad!'*— Judahperfifted  in  its  loyalty, 
and  they   conduSed  David  fafe  to    Jerufalem* 
Am  Soon  as  be  aTrived,  he  commanded  Am afa,  his 
jiew  General,  to  mufter  up  his  Army,  and  give 
him  an  account  of  their  numbers  in  three  days^ 
Amafa  was  not  quite  fo  foon  prepared,  and  David 
di%atched  Abifhai,  with  all  the  troops  he  ba4,  to 
qoeti    this    new  infurreSion,   Abifhai  immedi^ 
alrfy  fct  out  accompanied  by  his  Brother  joab, 
aiid  with  fuch  Forces,   as  he  alfo  could  coJleft, 
ivfaen  they  were   come  as  far  as  the  ftone  of 
Gibeon,  a  general  place  of  readezvous,  Amafa 
9Sid  his  men  overtook  them^  and  Amafa  there 
formally  tooJc   upon  him,  the   Comma^id  of  the 
whole  Army.     Joab,  all  on  fire,  fiiflesi  bis  rifing 
cboler,    and   going  up  (as  was  ufual)   to  falute 
Amafa,  with  congratulations  and  friendihip,  he 
took  him  by  the  beard,  as  if  he  was  going  to  kifs 
him,  but  Joab  inftantly  ran  him  through  the  body 
with  his  Iword,  and  his  bowels  gufhedout  at  the 
wound.      Joab  left  him   thus  wallowing  in  his 
blood,  and  proceeded  on  his  way  with  Abiihai  in 
fcarch  of  Sheba,  placing  a  fervant  by  the  body^ 
commanding  him  to  tell  his  foldiers,  as  they  came 
up,  that  all  of  them  who  were  friends  to  David> 
ftould  inftantly  repair  to  the  ftandard  of  Joab. 

The 
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The  giiard  fet  over  the  body,  feeing  the  IW^ 
diery,  Ihocked  at  fo  ghaftly  and  horrid  a  fpeftadc 
removed  the  General's  corpfe  into  a  field,  and 
covered  it  over,  after  which  the  whole  Army 
peaceably  followed  Joab. 

Sheba  and  his  little  Army  had  Ihut  themfelvet 
up  in  the  Town  of  Abel,  fituated  in  the  TrAe 
of  Manaffeh,  Joab  ftfrrounded  it  with  his  troops, 
regularly    laid  fiege  to  it,  and  began  baiteru^ 
down  the  Suburbs.     A  wife  and  prudent  woman 
an  inhabitrefs  of  Abel,  fent  a  meffage  requeftix^ 
to   fpeak  with  the   General,  and  &e  advanced 
forwards  and  took  her  (land  upon  the  Town  Wa^ 
Joab  met  her,  and  a   parley  here  commenced. 
The  inhabitants  of  Abel  had  been  always  diftin- 
guifhingly  loyal,  they  had  committed  no  one  of- 
fence, were  peaceaWe  and  dutrful  fubjefts ;  Joab 
replied,  I  mean  no  harm  to  you,  or  your  City, 
ifd  the  Town  itfelf,   I  intend  lio  hoftility.    The 
Magiftrates  had  harboured  a  Rebel,  one  Sbeba, 
Son  of  Bichri,  and  him  he  would  have,  the  woman 
cried  out,  hear  the  words  of  thy  handmaid ;  fee 
DOW,  the  head  of  Sheba,  fhall  be  thrown  to  thee 
over  the  wall.      She  affcmbled  the  Elders  and 
Magiftrates,  reported  her   conference  with   the 
Genehil,  and  they  immediately  ordered  Sheba's 
head  to  be  thrown  over  the  City  Wall  to  Joab. 
He  blew  the  trumpets,  founded  a  retreat,  fent 
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every  madi  to  his  tent  to  coUe£i  his  baggagc>  and 
Joab    inarched  his  Army  back  to  Jerufalem^ 

♦ 
While  this  rebellion  was  quelling^  David  re- 
mained at  home,  and  amongft  his  daily  vifitors 
and  courtiers,  Mephiboflieth  came  to  the  Palace, 
and  moft  joyfully  congratulated  his  Maj^fty  oh 
his  return*  Ziba's  perfidious  anfwer  to  £^a.vid, 
when  he  inquired  of  him  softer  his  mafter>  had 
greatly  leffened  him  in  the  good  opinion  of  the 
King,  and  he  appeared  very  diftant  and  fliy  when 
he  met  him.  The  Prince  was  fadly  diftrefled. 
he  convinced  him  of  his  innocence,  aflured  him 
of  his  grateful,  and  moft  inviolable  attachment^ 
exculpated  his  chara6ler,  and  David  was  at  laft 
fatisfied  and  pleafed ;  but  the  King  reftored  him 
only  one  half  of  his  eftates  notwithftanding,  and 
admitted  Ziba,  to  retain  the  remainder,  though 
he  had  fo  perfidioufly  acquired  it.  At  parting, 
Mephiboflieth  took  a  very  polite  and  affedionate 
leave  of  David,  "  Since  I  am  fo  happy,  as  to  fee 
"  my  Lord  the  King  return  in  peace  again  to  his 
•*  houfe,  let  Ziba  take  all  my  eftates." 

Joab's  fuccefs,  ai  once  quaflied  and  put  ao 
end  to  a  very  dangerous  revolt,  and  reftored  a 
general  tranquillity  throughout  all  the  Kingdom, 
Joab  was  again  conftituted  Commander  in  Chief 
•ver  all  the  Forces  of  IfraeU    Benaiah,  Captain 

of 
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of  his  Guard.  Adoram  Treafurer.  Jehofopliat, 
Recorder.  Zadoc  and  AbiaAar  High-Priefts> 
Sheva  Secretary  of  State,  and  Izra  the  larite  fuc- 
ceeded  Achitrophel  as  Prefident  of  the  Council* 
David  no\\:  fettled  his  houfehold,  and  he  ordered 
the  ten  women,  his  concubines,  inceftuoufly 
violated  by  Abfalom,  a  table  and  fuitable  apart- 
ments, Vhere  they  were  kept  in  clofe  confine- 
ment, hdnourably  maintained  as  in  a  ftate  of 
widowhood*  r 

David  had  born  to  him  feyenteen  Sons,  and  he 
had  an  Array  of  three  hundred  thoufand  Warriors, ' 
who  did  duty  monthly  by  rotation,  during  a  time 
of  Peace,  but  in   time  of  War  they  were  all  ia 
Arms. 

Two  years  after  his  return  to  Jerufalem,  a  Fa- 
mine began,  and  it  lafted  three  years.  The  want 
of  the  ufual  rains,  the  violence  of  the  heat  and 
drought,  were  at  firft  fuppofed  to  be  very  natural 
caufes  of  the  diltrefs,  but  its  very  long  continu- 
ance was  fo  extraordinary,  that  David  thought 
it  necefTary  to  enquire  of  the  Lord  refpefling  it, 
and  by  every  means  in  his  power,  lefTen  and 
avert  the  calamity;  indeed  it  was  now  generally 
believed  to  be  a  vifitation  from  God,  and  a  token 
of  his  difpleafure.  The  King's?  very  proper  and 
dutiful  inquiry,  was  immediately  and  moil  ex- 
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prcfsly  anfwercd.  Saul  and  hb  bloody  houfe^ 
had  impioufly  flain  the  Gibeonites.  David  in-^ 
ftantly  fent  to  know,  what  fatisfaftion  it  was, 
they  required,  for  the  wrong  that  had  been  done 
^hem.  The  Gibeonites  fent  back  for  anfwer, 
neither  gold,  filver,  nor  valuables,  but  feven 
Males  of  thejfamily  of  Saul,  whom  (they  informed 
His  Majefty)  they  would  immediately  put  to  death. 

David  delivered  up  to  them  two  Sons  of  Saul 
by  Rizpah  his  Concubine,  and  the  five  Sons  of 
Michal,  the  Daughter  of  Saul>  which  fbe  bore  to 
Ariel,  the  Son  of  Barzillai  the  Meholathite^ 
Soon  after  their  arrival  in  the  Country,  they  were 
all  feven,  publickly  executed  in  Gibeah  of  Saul^ 
to  make  their  punifhment  more  notorious  and 
fhameful.  The  rains  and  ufual  fhowers  now  re- 
turned and  the  famine  entirely  ceafed. 

Poor  Rizpah  accompanied  her  two  unfortunate 
Sons  to  Gibeah,  fhe  witneffed  herfelf  their  execu- 
tion, and  near  the  gibbet  on  which  they  were 
hung,  flie  erefted  a  tent,  and  would  never  leave 
the  place,  but  kept  watching  their  bodies,  to 
prevent  their  being  torn  or  defaced  by  the  birds 
or  the  beafts.  David  on  being  told  of  her  tender 
affeaion  and  moft  melancholy  fituation,  fent  and 
ordered  their  bones  to  be  brought  away  and 
buried  i^  the  Sepulchre  of  Kifli,  their  Grande 
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fithcf,  in  the  Trib*  of  Benjamin,  and  he  had 
how  alfo  the  aflies  of  Saul  and  Jonathan,  removed 
to  the  fame  Sepulchre. 

Soon  after  this,  David  fought  four  fucceffive 
battles  againft  the  Philiftines,  i(  was  in  one  of 
thefe,  David  had  very  near  loft  his  life  by  a  Phi-i, 
liftine  Giant,  he  was  in  the  very  moment  of  run- 
ning him  through  the  body,  when  Abifhai  firft 
flieathed  his  fword  in  the  body  of  the  Philiftine. 
After  this  moft  merciful  and  providential  efcape^ 
David  did  not  appear  in  the  field.  The  Pebj^e 
dutifully  fwore  unto  David  and  made  a  league  with 
him,  not  to  go  out  in  perfon  any  more.  '^  Thou 
"  art  our  Guide  and  our  Glory,  iee  that  thou 
<*  quench  not  the  light  of  Ifrael/*  And  indeed; 
after  thefe  four  engagements,  the  two  Nations 
rems^ined  at  Peace  during  the  remainder  of  th$ 
Reign  of  David. 

To  perpetuate  the  memory  of  this  very  fignal 
cfcape  and  deliverance,  David  compofed  th^ 
beautiful  Ode,  the  eighteenth  Pfalm. 

He  had  not  long  enjoyed  his  new  and  peace- 
ful fettlement  at  home,  before  he  iffued  out  his 
orders  for  numbering  the  People;  Joab  in  vain 
remonftrated,  and  wicked  as  he  was,  reprefented 
how  very  difpleafing  it  would  be  to  God.  Are 
they  not  all  my  Lord's  fervants  ?  why  will  he  be 
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thccaufe  oftrefpafsto  Ifrael?   David  would,  b^- 
obeyed.     Joab,  and  the  Commiflioners,  fet  about: 
this*  work   moft  unwillingly,  in  hopes  the   King 
would  fee  his  error  they  delayed  it  all  they  could, 
nine  months  and  twenty  days  they  were  employed 
about  it,  and  then  brought  in  their  lift,  in  which 
Benjamin  and  the  Levites,  were  yet  unnumbered. 
Offighti'tg  men  of  Ifrael,  eight  (hundreds diou- 
land,  and  of  Judah^  five  hundred  thoufand. 

Before  Joab  and  his  Commiflioner^  had  made 
th^r  return,  David  experienced  fqme  very  evi- 
dent tol^ens  of  the  difpleafui^e  of  -Qod^  he  W4S 
flruck  with  a  lively  fcttfe  of  his  JWJy,*  and  on? 
flight  he  ej^pirefifed  to  his  friends,  tbe  dee^peft  re* 
fnoirfe  a6d  forrow  for  his  condu^  and  it  was  the 
very  next  morning  after,  that  the  Prophet  Gad  was 
fent  to  him,  and  he  named  three  different  Judg* 
ments,  God  (he  faid)  had  given  Payid  his  choice. 
A  feven  years  famine  throughout  the  land — to  be 
purfued  by  his  enemies  three  months-— or  to  fuffer 
A  three  days  peftilence. 

David  feverely  humbled,  owned  it  a  ha^  choice, 
he  preferred  the  latter  as  the  more  equal  puqifli- 
ment,  under  the  more  immediate  execution  of 
Almighty  God.  Seventy  thoufand  Ifraelites  were 
deftroyed,  and  it  had  juft  began  to  fiiew  itfelf  iix 
Jerufalem,    when  David's  moft    earneft  prayer 
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and  fervent  fupplications  were  h^ardr-^e  lookfd 
up  and  beheld  the  Deflroyipg  Aogel,  the  Mi^it 
ter  o(  Vengeance,  Handing  at  the  thralhing  floor 
of  Araunah  a  Prince  of  the  Jebufites,  and  Oavid 
here  addreffed  him  in  behalf  of  his  innocent  Peo^ 
pie,  and  tenderly  and  reverentially  pleads  witiv 
God  to  fpare  them,  "  Even  I,   it  is   I  that  have 
"  finned,  but  as  for  thefe  ftieep,  iwhat  have  they 
"  done  ?'*     A  very  pathetic  and  xnoving  expofiu- 
lation,  and  he  faw  the  Angel  before  him,  with  a 
drawn  fword  commi(fioned  to  execute  the  Judgu 
ment,  and  inflid  even  in  Jerufalem,  the  puniifau 
«ient  the  King  had  made  choice  of.     David,  «ioir 
earneftly  intreated  that  the  anger  of  God  might 
only   fall  on  himfelf,  and  on  fuch  of  his  Nobles 
as  had  been  his  advifers.     In    this  moment  of 
forrow  and  defpai^,  while  he  was  thus  fp  tenderly 
and  devoutly  pleading,  the  Prophet  Gad  is  agai|i 
fent  to  him,  and  he  commanded  him  to  ereft  an 
Altar  on  that  very  Tpot^  where  hq'had  now,  To 
vifibly  beheld  the  Deftrbying  Angel.     David  ha(t« 
ed    to  the  thralhing  floor,  Araunah  came  out  hioil 
r  efpeftfuUy  to  meet  him,  and  when  David  projjofed 
buying  it,  he  made  him  ^  generous  oi^er  of  x}^ 
floor,  thethrafliing  Oxen,  and  all  ^he  uten^ls .^^7 
longing  to  it,    David  was  very  feuiihle  of  hii'kin^r 
nefs,  but  told  Araunah,   it  would  ill  rbeconi?4b(; 
King^ojF  Ifrael,  to  offer  facrifices  tbat  ^^re  not  hi^ 
•wn,    and  Araunah  fold  him  the  floor,  for  fifty 
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^ekeis  of  filver,  and  David  inftantly  goes  aboiit 
taifihg  an  Altar  there,  and  he  offered  up  burnt- 
offerings,  and  peace-offerings  upon  it,  and  fire 
came  down  from  Heaven  and  confumed  the 
viaitfts,"affording  a  happy  proof,  God  Vas  again 
reconciled  to  Ifrael. 

This  thraftiing  floor  ftood  on  the  Hill^  where 
the  moft  magnificent  Temple  of  Solomon  was  af^ 
terwards  built,  encouraged  by  all  thefe  gracious 
tokens,  of  God's  acceptance  and  approbation, 
David  continued  ever  after  to  offer  Sacrifice  on 
this  Altar. 

"  This  is  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  God,  the  Altar 
**  for  the  burnt-offering  for  Ifrael.^*  Hereby 
confecrating  this  place  for  the  Temple,  and  its 
facred  fervice,  the  centre  for  the  Publick 
Worlhip  of  all  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael.  For  this 
very  purpofe  David  bought  the  whole  ground, 
and  he  gave  for  it  fix  hundred  fliekels  of-  Gold 
(ie)  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  pound. 

David  now  fevertty  years  of  age,  was  vifibly 
declining  very  faft,  he  loft  all  his  native  heat  and 
vigouii^  and  no  warmth  of  drefs,  nor  any  pbyfical 
art  whatever  could  reftore  it  him.  Adonijah  his 
eldeft  Son,  looked  upon  himfelf  as  already  in- 
vetted  with  royalty.     He  built  him  a  moft  fplen- 
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<iid  equipage,  was  attended  by  a  numerous  body-^ 
guard,  and  with  running  footmen  in  great  ftate,. 
David,  affeftionately  fond  of  his  children,  viewed 
all  indulgencics  with  pleafure*  Elated  by  the 
grandeur  he  had  afTumed,  fearful  and  jealous  of 
not  afcending  the  throne,  Adonijah  concerted 
with  Joab,  Commander  in  Chief,  and  Abiathar 
one  of  the  High-Priefts,  and  they  affifted  him  in 
forming  a  moft  treafonable  confpiracy,  he  gain- 
ed over  to  his  party,  all  his  Brothers  but 
Solomon,  and  he  bribed  and  feduced  all  his  Fa- 
ther's fcrvants,  in  great  hafte  the  young  Prince 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed^  and  invited  all 
his  party,  many  of  the  Officers  of  the  Houfehold 
and  the  Elders  and  Magiftrates  to  a  fumptuous 
feaft,  he  had  prepared  atZoheleth,  in  order  to  be 
publickly  acknowledged,  and  all  his  friends  and 
followers  cried  out,  God  fave  the  King !  God  fave 
King  Adonijah ! 

Nathan  the  Prophet,  Zadoc  the  High.prieft, 
and  many  Nobles  and  friends  in  the  intereft  of. 
Solomon,  fufpefting  ftrongly  his  defign,  Nathan 
went  to  the  Palace,  and  advifed  Bathflieba  to  go 
inftantly,  and  inform  the  King,  of  this  new  confpi- 
racy and  ufurpation,  and  remind  him  of  his  pro^ 
mife  in  favour  of  her  Son,  while  fhe  was  yet 
fpeaking,  j^athan  hafiily  enters  the  King's  Apart- 
ment 
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merit,  and  tells,  him  of  Adonijah's  fcaft,  and  of 
their  proceedings  at  Zohcleth. 

David  affamed  all  his  dignity,  he  recovers  all 
his  vigour  and '  refolution.  He  fummonfes  his 
Nobles,  all  his  Court,  his  Officers,  and  the  Elders 
of  Iffael,  and  irtttantly  proclaimed  his  Soft  Solo- 
xnon  King.  Zadoc  the  High-Pricft  fet  him  upon 
David's  own  mule,  and  led  him  to  Gihbn,  a 
Fountain  near  Jerufalem  on  the  oppofite  fide  to 
that  where  Adonijah  was  gone,  Solomon  was 
anointed,  and  ail  Jerufalem  rent  with  the  joyful 
acclamations,  Long  live  King  Solomon  !  God 
blefs  the  King ! 

David's  commands  were  executed  with  fuch 
fpeed,  that  Adonijah,  and  his  party  had  not  the 
leaft  fufpicion  of  it,  until  they  were  all  alarmed  by 
the  general  joy,  and  univerfal  Ihouts  throughout 
the  City* 

Jonathan,  the  Sonof  Abiathar  the  High-Prieft, 
ran  and  give  them  an  account  of  the  whole  Cere- 
mony, and  that  every  thing  had  been  exprefsly 
done  by  his  Majefty's  orders,  the  King  himfelf 
(he  faid)  was  in  the  higheft  fpirits  and  joy  imagi- 
nable. Such  unexpefted  news  (truck  them  all 
with  amazement,  and  they  all  ftole  away,  dif- 
perfed  themfelves,  and  fled  with  the  utmoit  fpeed. 
Adonijah  took  fauQ;uary  at  the  horns  of  the  Altar. 
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Solomon  there  fent  him  word,  if  he  behaved 
bimfelf  loyally,  wifely,  and  like  an  honeftmSm, 
he  would  not  hurt  a  hair  of  his  head,  but  difloy- 
alty,  now,  would  be  inftantly  puniftied  with  death. 
Adonijah  came,  he  proftrated  himfelf  before  the 
new  King,  and  Solomon  commanded  him  to  re- 
tire to  his  own  houfe. 

David  finding  his  end  drawing  nigh,  he  affem^ 
bled  the  Elders  and  Heads  of  all  the  Tribes,  his 
Nobles,  Generals  and  Officers,  all  his  Priefts 
and  the  Levites;  and  made  them  a  long  fpeech,  ac-* 
quainting  them  with  his  wifties,  and  defigns  to 
have  built  a  magnificent  r«*pofitory  for  the  Ark  of 
God,  but  the  Prophet  had  told  him,  that  work 
was  referved  for  the  more  peaceful  Reign  of  his 
Son  Solomon.  It  was  (David  faid)  what  he  had 
much  at  heart,  he  bad  made  great  preparations 
for  it,  and  laid  up  from  time  to  time,  immenfc 
treafures,  no  lefs  than  three  thoufand  talents*  of 
gold,  and  feven  thoufand  talents  of  pure  filver, 
with  proportionable  quantities  of  copper,  iron„ 
and  various  materials,  all  <#  which,  together  with 
all  the  (lately  plans  and  models  for  the  Temple, 
^e  now  rcfigned  up  to  his  Son,  to  be  by  him  per- 
feded  and  improved,  as  he,  in  his  wifdom  Ihuuid 
*rea,    . 

f  Three  hundred  fcyenty'fivc  pounds,  a  Jcwilh  Talent. 
yoL,  I*  Zz  David 
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David  earneftly  requefted  the  affiftancc  of  all 
his  People,  in  fo  arduous  an  undertaking,  and 
whoever  of  them  were  inclined  to  jdn  him,  and 
contribute  towards  fo  very  expenfive  an  Edifice, 
might  now  bring  in  all  their  free  will  offerings, 
and  depofue  them  in  the  publick  treafury. 

Such  royal  munificence,  at  fuch  amoment,andon 
fo  pious  and  folemn  an  occafion,  infpired  a  fpirit 
of  benevolence,  and  genuine  liberality  throughout 
the  whole  affembly,  his  Nobles  and  his  People, 
every  one  was  ambitious  to  imitate  a  generofity 
fo  royal  and  glorious.  They  were  all  delighted 
with  the  thoughts  of  the  building,  a  repofitory  fer 
the  Ark,  a  Temple  for  the  God  of  Ifrael,  and 
they  moft  freely  brought  in  their  contributions. 
A  fubfcription  was  inftantly  opened,  and  it 
amounted  on  the  fpot,  to  five  thoufand  talents 
and  teft  thoufand  drams  of  gold ;  ten  thoufand 
talents  of  filver;  eighteen  thoufand  of  brafs;  and 
a  hurtdred  thoufand  of  iron;  many  fubfcribed 
and  brought  in  their  valuables  and  jewels,  and 
thefe  were  all  paid  in,  to  the  royal  treafury. 

The  fight  of  fo  much  wealth  and  fo  very  freely 
offered,  revived  the  heart  and  foul  of  Davi^ 
he  broke  out  i^to  extacy  and  a  holy  rapture^  full 
of  gratitude  and  piety  to  God,  of  love  and  pure 
affe^lion  to  his  Son  and  all  his  People^  this  was 
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followed  by  devout  and  moft  folemn  facrifices^ 
and  the  higheft  acclamations  of  religious  joy. 
The  very  next  morning  the  King  ordered  one 
thoufanJ  oxen,  two  thoufand  fhcep  and  lambs, 
to  be  added  to  the  daily  oblations,  ,and  offered  up 
in  facrifice,  with  a  vaft  profufion  of  meat-offerings 
and  drink^ofierings,  and  he  feafled  the  whole  • 
company  all  that  day  with  a  royal  munificence, 
worthy  fo  great  a  Monarch  and  fo  good  a  Man. 

An  affembly  of  joy  and  gladnefs,  a  feaft  and  a 
thankfgiving.  The  Government  was  at  this 
meeting,  fo  wifely  eftabliflied,  and  fo  nobly  plan- 
ned, it  produced  forty  years  uninterrupted  prof- 
perity  and  peace« 

Solomon  was  now  anointed  a  fecond  time  by 
Zadoc,  and  he  here  received  the  homage  of  his 
Brethren,  and  of  the  Chiefs,  Nobles,  and  Elders 
of  Judah,  and  of  all  IfraeU  By  found  of  trum- 
pet they  proclaimed  him  King,  throughout  all  the 
Tribes,  and  Zadoc  alone  was  conftituted  his 
High-Prieft. 

It  was  on  this  occafion,  David  compofed  the 
feventy  fecond  Pfalm.  A  gdhd  Coronation 
Anthem. 

.    The  good  old  King  now  fent  for  his  Son  Solo- 
mon, to  impart  to  him  bis  laft  inftruftions,  and 
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pronounce  his  bleffing.  With  dignity,  and  true 
piety,  he  devoutly  preffes  upon  his  '  mind,  the 
full  affurance,  that  the  gracious  promifes  God 
bad  made  to  him,  were  all  conditional,  they  would 
only  accompany  a  faithful  and  religious  obfer- 
vancc  of  his  laws. 

^*  And  thou  Solomon  my  Son,  know  thou. the 
*'  God  of  thy  Fathers,  and  ferve  him  with  a  perfeQ: 
**  heart,  and  with  a  willing  mind,  for  the  Lord 
**  fearcheth  all  hearts,  and  under ftandeth  all  the 
**  imaginations  of  the  thoughts,  if  thou  feek  him, 
"he  will  be  found  ofihee,  but  if  thou  forfakehim, 
**  he  will  caft  thee  off  for  ever.  Take  heed  now, 
s.  *'  for  the  Lord  hath  chofen  thee  to  build  a  houfe 
yf;     '^  for  the  fanftuary,  be  ftrong,  and  do  it.'* 

David  now  afFcStionately  recommended  tohina 
the  family  of  his  old  friend  Barzillai,  "  His  Sons 
•*  are  with  you,  let  them  eat  at  thy  table. 

The  laft  charge  he  gave  his  Son,  related  to 
two  State  Prifoners,  he  pofitively  condemned 
and  ordered  the  execution  of  a  murderer,  who 
had  too  much  influence  and  power  for  him  to 
punifh,  and  Solomon  wifely  executed  his  commif- 
fion  immediately  on  Joab,  in  a  manner  worthy  a 
juft,  refolute,  and  a  great  Prince.  Moll  reafon- 
ably  Joab  expefled  no  lefs  punifhment  than  death, 
he  looked  for  aflaffination,  he  fled  to  the  horns  of 
the  Altar,  the  place  of  refuge  for  the  murderer, 
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Benaiah,  Captain  of  the  guards,  was  fent  to  Wfli 
and  Solomon  commanded  him  to  flay  him,  on 
the  fpot.  Shimei  was  the  other,  the  infulting 
Benjamite  who  had  fo  rudely  perfecuted  him  iiji 
his  flight,  when  under  the  deepeft  affliftion,  and 
David  tells  his  Son,  Shimei  deferves  to  die  for  his 
horrid  curfes,  imprecations  and  cruelty,  but 
Shimei  acknowledged  his  crime  fubmiffively,  and  I 
fealed  his  pardon  with  an  oath.  My  Son,  yott 
are  under  no  obligation.  Stiimei  was  commanded 
to  keep  within  the  City  gates,  and  was  told,  be 
would  commit  an  aft  of  high  trealon,  whenever 
he  was  feen  beyond  them. 

Some  years  after,  Shimei  purfuing  two  fervants^ 
who  had  run  away,  was  found  riding  in  the 
Country,  immediately  on  his  return,  Shimei  wa» 
put  to  death* 

Soon  after  thisjiis  laft  converfation,  with  Solo^* 
xnon,  full  of  day&^nd  honours,  David  died,  aged 
feventy,  he  was  the  oldeft  King,  that  ever  fat 
on  the  Ifraelitifli  Throne,  he  had  reigned  fevett 
years  in  Hebron  over  Judah,  and  three-and-thirty 
years,  over  all  the  twelve  Tribes  of  ifraei.  v 

David  was  buried  in  a  fl;ately  Sepulchre,  very 
magnificent  and  curious,  cut  out  of  a  folid  marble 
rock,  containing  many  fpacious  apartments,  one 
within  another,  and  the  further  one  was  divided 
into  nitches,  cut  into  the  folid  ftone,  each  nitch 
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ddlgoed  fdr  one  coffin,  the  peaceful  and  (llent  re« 
£deDce  for  the  Kings  of  Ifrael. 

The  Zeal,  Piety,  and  Penitence  of  David,  aft 
loighly  celebrated  and  exemplary.  His  charac 
Cer  as  a  Prophet,  lives  for  ever — and  he  ftands  dif* 
tii^iihingly  exalted  above  all  the  Patiiarchs,  by 
the  promife  of  the  Mefliah,  affixed  to  his 
pofterity. 

His  Modefty,  Prudence,  Magnanimity,  and 
Valour,  gained  him  lov6,  cfteem,  veneration,  ho« 
liour. 

A  Brave  and  Fortunate  Commander  in  the  field, 
of  ftri6t  integrity,  moderation;  and  candour.  He 
loft  no  Battle.  He  befieged  no  City,  he  did  not 
tConquer. 

In  his  Court  of  Judicature,  David  fat  Judge, 
paffing  fentence  with  wirdomj(^|k|ii%,  and  Mercy. 

Over-indulgent  to  his  Children,  *injurioufly  par- 
tial even  to  tbeir  vanity,  and  their  follies. 

A  very  tender,  faithful,  and  moft  affeftionatc 
friend. 

He  had  acquired  the  politeft  accomplifhment^, 
a  matter  of  mufic,  rhe  richeft  fublimeft  vein  of 
poetry,  his  praifes  and  thankfgivings  are  a  flame 
•f  Devotion,  his  peuitcntial  hymns,  heart-piercing, 

and 
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and  moft  exquifitely  painful;  forgiven  of  God,  b* 
never  felt  reconciled  to  himfelf ;  a  lage  philofott 
phic  inquirer,  graceful  and  highly  pleafing  in  bis 
Fffihn,  amiable^  generous^  and  wife. 
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ESSAY        XII, 


O  N    T  H  E 


LIFE     AND    REIGK 


KING    SOLOMON. 


BY  the  cxprers  orders  and  declaration  of  David, 
the  free  choice  of  the  People,  their  Elders 
Rulers  and  Heads,  at  the  appointment  and  appro« 
bation  of  God,  Solomon  an  amiable  young  Prince 
at  the  ag«  ^  eighteen^  afcended  the  Tbione  of 
Ifrael. 

it 
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It  was  cuftomaty  at  the  commencement  of  a 
jiew  Refgn^  for  People  of  all  ranks  and'oirders  tb 
come  crowding  to  the  Palace,  with  fhouts  and  ttie 
loudeft  acclamations,  exprefling  their  joy,  and 
paying  their  homage.  Long  live  the  King  !  Majr 
the  king  live  for  ever  !  l*he  blefflngs  and  adulal*- 
tions  and  hearty  welcome  of  his  People. 

Under  many  fearful  apprehenfions,  as  weil  asi 
tinder  the  feelings  of  difappoihtikient,  Addnijah 
£ad  paid  his  dutiful  and  re(|>e£lful  homage*  and  be 
iiadat  that  time  obtained  a  conditional  aflurance  of 
fafety.  No  one  (hould  hurt  a  hair  of  his  heacl 
while  he  continued  loyal,  after  which  interview; 
he  had  been  dire6led  to  go  home  ,to  his  4>wa 

f.;         •      ■ .         '  .     '•  .T 

houfe. 

The  day  following  Adonjjah  fent  a  Meffage  to 
the  Palace,  and  humbly  requefted  an  Audience  of 
the  Queen  Niother.  Bathfheba  received  his  vifit 
moft  refpeafu/ly,  and  with  a  winning  courtefy 
Adonijah  paid  iier  homage.  The  Queen  pleafed 
with  his  graceful  fubmiffion,  inquired  if  he  had  any 
thing  to  difclole,  fhe  pofl^bly  might  have  it  in  her 
power  to  ferve  him,  and  afluredly  fhe  would.  ^. 
polite  and  very  kind  a  reception  pleaflngly  gratis 
fied  and  encouraged  the  Prince,  withfweet.fim* 
jplicity,  and  opennefs  he  told  her,  as  hii  was  the 
^£ldett  Son,  and  had  the  voice  .of  the  People,  or 
.    Vol.  I.  Aaa  ^^ 
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at  leaft  he  could  have  gained  it^  no  doubt  he  had 

Jboked  upon  himfelf  as  Heir  to  the  Crown  q^" 

Ifrael>   but  as   h  was  now  otherways   ordered 

jind  the  Government  difpofcd  of,  to  his  Brother^ 

Ji^  told  her  Majefty,  he  would  bring  his  mind  to 

bcffatisfied.with  the  prefent  fettlement.     Thert 

was  one  thing  which  would  much  contribute  to 

his  dcMneftic  happinefs,  and  he  prayed  the  Queeti 

^to  ufe  her  intefeft  with  her  Son,  and  procure  him 

;leave    to  marry   Abifhag,    a  highly  celebratiiiA 

.beauty,  who  by  the  advice  of  the  King's  PhyiS. 

cians  bad  been  introduced  to  David,  and  it  is 

Juppofed  was  married  to  him,  fome  ihort  timb 

before  bis  death* 

Bathfheba,  pleafed  her  Son's  Rival  would  be 
fo  eafily  fatisfied,  made  not  the  leaft  hefitation  at 
promifling  him  her  influence  and  intereft«  She 
was  very  fure  (ihe  faid)  her  Son  would  be  gladpf 
an  opportunity  of  obliging  bis  Brother,  and  Ihe 
knew  he  would  the  more  readily  aifent,  as  fhe 
would,  mod  earneftly  join,  in  his  requeft  and 
petition. 

Adonijah  refpeftfully  withdrew,  much  pleafed 
with  his  vifit,  and  in  full  expeftation  of  marry^ 
Jing  this  very  beautiful  Shunammite. 

Bathffieba  vent  immediately  to  the  King's 
apajrtment^fcc  wasgracioufly  received  vitb  ail  the 
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'flirty  a*>d  refpeft,  due  to  a  Mother  and  a  QuieeilL 
'Solomon  affeflLionately  embjraced  hcr^  led  her  t& 
iiis  bed-chamber,  where    there    was  J  a    RopA 
Throne,  on  which  lie  feated  himfclf,  and  on  hii 
yight  hand  he  ordered  a  chkir  for  his  Mother  Jm* 
jtiediately  on  being  feated,   my  Son  (fays  fte) 
jgrant  me  one  petition,  I  truft  my  Son,  you  will 
npt  refufc  me  this  my  firft  requeft.    Solpmoh  in- 
Mirrupted  her,  a  Mother  fliould  be  always,  tod 
laplBt^dtttifuUy  obeyed,  and  he  defires  fhe  would 
command  him,  upon  which  the  Queen  names  thte 
jgcg)ort  of  hei:  vifit,  an^  him  to  give 

Abiftiag    in  Wife  to  Adonijah;      The   King*s 
countenance  took  fire.     Why  does  not  my  Bro- 
'^ther  aflc  of  me  the  Kingdom  ?  he  would  ftrengthen 
<his  intereft  by  making  Joab  his  Commander  in 
^Chief,  and  Abiathar  his  High-Prieft.     With  fuck 
•  ^in^ilion,  and  fo  very  early  (hewn,  Solomon  wai 
exceeding  angry,  and  as  foon  as  he  had  difmiife;d 
his  Mother,  he.  i0ued  out  immediate  orders  for 
-die  execution  of  Adonijah,  and  the    King  feirt 
Benaiah,  the  Captain  of  his  Guard,  to  perform  lU 

Solomon,  enthroned,  ordered  into  Court 
Abiathair  the  High-Prieft,  and  he  thus  addreflbd 
him.  On  account  of  your  troubles  under  David 
my  Father,  and  the  zeal  and  earneftnefe  you 
ihewed,  in  bringing  hither  Uie  Ark^.  J  now  grant 
=?S^  a  reprieve  from  death,  your  entering  into  the 
"^    '  intcrefts 
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interefts  of  my  Brother  and  treafonableconfpirtcjr 
with  hfm,  oblige  me  to  command  you  to  leave  my 
Court*  ketire  therefore  to  a  private  fiation,  and 
confine  yourfelf  to  your  own  ellate  at  Anathoth« 

Joab,  the  General,  hearing  of  Adonijah's  cx- 
iKCtttion  was  greatly  terrified  and  alarmed,  he  in- 
fiantly  fled  to  the  horns  of  the  Altar  for  a  fanc*. 
tuary,  the  Or  ly  hopes  of  fafety.  Solomon  com-* 
manded  Benaiah  to  drag  him  from  th^nce^^  aiid 
bring  him  into  Court.  Joab  told  him,  lit  wdtllct 
die  where  he  was,  upon  which  the  King  ordered 
his  General  to  take  ofl^liis  head,  biit  that  his  body 
&ould  have  an  honoilrable  burial  at  his  own  houfe 
in  the  Wildernefs. 

Benaiah  for  his  faithful  Services,  was  now  ap- 
pointed Commander  in  Chief  over  all  the  Forces 
of  Ifrael,  and  ZadoC  was  confirmed  in  the  Hlgh^ 
trieft-hood. 

Solomon  called  next  for  Shimei,  and  he  di- 
tcfted  him  to  build  a  houfe  in  Jerufalem,  and 
never  more  to  pafs  the  Brook  Cedron,  and  the 
King  enforced  his  performance  of  the  contra6l  by 
a  folemn  Oath,  it  was  three  years  after,  two  of 
his  domeftics  were  miffing,  and  efcaped  to 
Gefhur,  and  Shimei  rode  haftily  to  feek  them, 
but  on  his  return  to  the  City,  Solomon  fent  him 
ivord,  he  had  now  forfeited  his  life,  and  what  was 

much 


much  yorfe,  be  had  violated  Tus'0*th<6  Oodf, 
ai^  his  perjury  Kfould  now  meet  v^itti  Us  dfS^ihfA 
pttnahment;  Solomoa  feritBenaiaih  kis.G^nfetjilJ 
and  commanded  him  to  put  Shimei  to  deAht 
Having  thus  removed  and  punilhed  his  enemies 
and  State  Prifoners,  in  oirder  to  ^tffc>^a*fehf^  rfig, 
nityarid  ftrengthen  himfeff  ftiM  inbrc,-  he  IBilg^^^ 
an  Alliance  with  Egypt,  th6?  liibft  pb^erftft  6?  d^L 
the  iEriipires  around  him^  irtd  he  Mirrfed  ShiiiSi 
mite  the  Daughter  of  ^B^Fb^;  Phi^okfi  'grgi 
fentfed  hct  with  the  City  bf  G^iclf/  i^  a'  dlb4fif^ 
Gezer  formerty  bfelorigcd  i6  thfe  Ckiffaihtteisi  U^ 
hadfbeeh  IJOrht  tb  tKfc  j^btSd. '  *)hiiii6ii  fi?Biiii 
it;  liew  peo^iect  the  City*  Sntf  it  t^fefc^^  a  v^ij 
valuable  acquifitioii.  .'    '  ^ 

Solomon's  next  obj<^a  wis,  infpeftfaig  tt® 
Walls  ot  his  Metropolis,  a  great  part  he  i^tiift 
and  fortified,  although,  during  his  whole  reign,  he 
lived  id  thfc  prbfoundeft  ^jieacb.  Sotombtt  l$^aii 
by  adminiftisring  himfelf  the  nioft  iifipartiSi  jtfS^Ii 
ment,  promoted  throirghoht  his  KihgdtM  a  rffw 
obfcrVance  of  the  laws,  payiii^  kl^Jiys  ft^ldiiS 
and  rigid  regard  to  the  good  Couhfeli  and  iHfe 
Comttiatids  of  his.  Fathfet.  The  ybikhg  prfSfc^b 
bufily  employed  hifefelf*  ^arly  afhd  late-,  ihiVISik 
of  Government,  wifii  unWearictt  jttali  f^rfidteMi 
and  difcretiom 

■^      ■•■        ■    -^■'  At 


>  lAt'this  time^  Solomon  fetout  on  a  jourtiey 
lo  Gibeon^  and  on  the  high  brazen  Altar^  he 
offered  up  a  thoofand  facrifices  and  bumuoffer^ 
ing8. 

His  diftingullhed  piety,  and  this  his  wife  i>e. 
ginningf  procured  him  the  bleffing  of  Almighty 
God»  and  it  was  the  night  enfuing,  ah  Angel  of 
the  Lord  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream,  at  the  dead 
cif  night,  and  commanded  him  to  aft,  whatever  he 
aoft  ardently  wiiObed  for.  Confcious  of  his  teii. 
der  years,  the  anxibus  and  important  weight  of 
Government^  his  ignorance  «nd  inability,  how 
.wifely  to  hold  the  reign,  and  gmde  it  for  his'  Peo- 
j^xfs  *4vaDUEge,  Solomon  fays,  ^*  Give  me 
••  O*  Lord,  found  judgment,  a  right  under- 
f  *  ftanding,  to  judge  this  People  with  equity  and 
J?  truth/' 

So  ingenuous  and  wife  a  requeft,  obtained  for 
him^  a  wifdom  and  knowledge,  which  no  mortal 
bad  ever  poflefled,  and  it  was  accompanied  wttSi 
n  promife  of  earthly  bleffings,  jbe  had  moft  mom 
deftly  and  judicioufily  declined  to  aik  (or,  viz. 
jTiches,  honours^  peace  and  happinefs«  Solomon 
leaped  out  of  bed,  he  fell  proftratc  on  the  groundf 
and  djevotttiy  woi0iipped  Gode     -  ^ 

The 
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Xbe  day  followii^g;  moft  ferioufly  itnprtffedf  he 
jf<^  out  cm  his  return  to  Jerufalem^  Sqlomoff  there 
recognized  this  very  eeictraordinaa'y'  and  fightl 
events  this  great  goodnefs  of  God,  and  retigi:. 
oufly  offered  up  a  magnificent  royal  Sacrifice^ 
and  made  a  Princely  feaft  for  all  his  People^ 
\ ».  ■'•  '       ■. 

In  his  High  Court  of  Judicature,  enthroned 
ill >itate»  two  women  were  brought  before  bifti^ 
the. one  held  a  young  infant  alive,  the  otKet 
brought  a.  dead  child.  Both  women  ftrenuDufly 
conteAded  for  the  living  one,  and  they  both,  sfs 
pofitively  difclaimed  the  dead*  It  was  nov 
thought  impoffible  to  adjudge  the  living  infant  to 
the  right  Mother.  Solomon  wifely,  concludedi 
nature  would  beft  unravel  the  difficulty;  the  King 
ordered  into  Courts  one  of  his  Bddy-Guard,  and 
commanded  him  to  divide  both  the  living  child,  and 
the  dead  one,  and  then  give  each  of  the  Mothei^s 
€me  half  of  each  child.  The  Soldiers  appearance 
^and  the  drawn  fword,  fo  terrified  and  alarmed  the 
i?eal  Mother,  fl>e  clung  hold  of  the  man;  roaTiiig 
joM  aloud,  not  to  hurt  her  child,  Ihe  would  give 
,.iqprher  xhild  to  her  adverfary,  pierced  tb  the 
viioul.  at  the  thoughts  of  butcherin|p  it;  theothqr 
ponam  was  fatisfie^^  j(hf  filently  applauded  th^ 
Cpuunce^  an4  admiMi  the  wifdcm  of  the  Judges 

The 


•  ^t  -Kiog  4vea?d  the  living  diild  to  her, 
*J^P  Md  given  fiich  an  artlefs  and  feeling  t^i. 
/IPQPy  of  h^r  bei/ig  its  Parent. 

A  4iffi^:ulty  fo  wjfely  folved,  procured  the 
Judge, the  high  9pinion  of  all  the  Court,  aijd  of 
every  one  who  heard  the  decifion. 

The  wifdom  of  Solomon,  became  no  Icfs  coiw 
fpicuous  in  the  prudent  choice  he  made  of  all  his 
Officers ;  in  the  exaft  order  and  magnificence  of 
his  Court ;  in  the  oeconomy  of  his  Houfehol^ 
and  the  provifions  for  his  Family.  .T^ 

JtehiU  pf  fare  for  each  day,  WW 

♦   Thirty  Meafures  of  fipe  flpun 

Double  the  quantity  of  comnion  flour^. 

Ten  fatted  Oxen. 

Twenty  Pafture  Oxen. 

One  hundred  Sheep,  befides  Harts,  and  Roe« 

bucks  and  fallow  Deer,  poultry,  fifh,  fruit,  anS 

vegetables  in  abundance. 

Out  of  each  Canton  or  Tribe,  a  Steward  wat 
appointed,  iand  they  fupplied  the  houfebold  m 
Votationl  every  fteward  from  his  own  diftriftt 
and  each  of  the  twelve,  continued  their  refpd&ive 
^»mces  one  month. 

*  AMeafure  was  eight buih^Is  and  ahalf. 


\ 
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His  royal  magnificence  appeared  in  the  number 
of  tables  he  kept,  his  coftly  furniture,  the  fplen- 
dourofhis  equipages,  and  his  ftables,  in  which 
he  had  twelve  thouland  ftalls.  Solomon  was  the 
lirft  who  introduced  chariots  drawn  by  horfes  in 
Jerufalem;  his  number  of  carriages  was  fourteen 
hundred.  He  fent  for  th*im  out  of  Egypt,  and 
he  fupplied  all  the  neighbouring  Prhices  round 
about  him,  for  every  chariot  and  four  horfes  he 
obliged  them  to  pay  him  fix  hundred  fhekels,* 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  was  the  price  for  every 
fingle  horfe.  Bales  and  large  quantities  of  Linen^ 
and  other  commodities  were  brought  him  from 
Egypt,  the  Annual  Revenue  from  all  which  was 
immenfe. 

Solomon  Ihewed  great  wifdom  in  adjufting  his 
cuftoms  and  finances,  in  regulating  his  Army 
and  appointing^his  Quards,  although  in  the  pro- 
foUndeft  Peace,  he  maintained  twelve  thoufand 
Horfemen  quartered  and  difperled  them  among 
the  Tribes,  out  of  which  he  elefted  by  rotation 
his  Body-Guards,  his  Watch,  and  his  Guards  of 
State. 

His  Subjefts  were  very  numerous,  they  were 
men  of   Valour,    and    many   of   thefh  opulent. 

*  A  Shekel,  two  Shillings  and  Six-pence. 
Vol.  I.  B  b  b  Wealth 
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Wealth  fo  immenre  gave  him  a  powerful  fway,  by 
far  the  richeft,  moft  exahed,  grandeft  and  moft 
powerful  Monarch  of  the  Eaft.  By  his  Friends 
and  Allies  refpefted  and  beloved,  they  were  all 
pouring  in  upon  him  the  moft  magnificent  pre- 
fents.  By  his  Enemies  he  was  feared.  All  the 
Crowned  Heads  around  him,  were  paying  him 
in,  their  yearly  Tributes. 

His  Dominions  extended  from  the  River 
Euphrates,  even  to  the  Nile,  and  the  Kings  of 
all  thofe  Countries  between  them,  were  tributary. 

His  fame,  wifdom,  and  magnificence,  made 
his  Metropolis  the  refort  of  numbers,  and  a  large 
concourfe  of  ftrangers  was*  an  encreafe  of  its 
wealth.  Gold  and  filver  loft  their  intrinfic  value 
by  their  over-abundance. 

Solomon  was  well  acquainted  with  the  advan- 
tages of  Commerce,  he  carried  on  a  trafick  with 
the  Spice  Merchants  in  Arabia,  and  the  South, 
and  another  valuable  merchandize  with  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  North,  and  he  traded  largely  to 
Egypt,  for  linens,  yarns,  horfes  and  carriages; 
befides  Cuftom-houfe  duties,  and  tolls,  thefc 
brought  into  his  Treafury  immenf«  fums. 

Nations 
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Nations  and  Kings  around  him,    often  paid  in 
their  annual    Tributes    in  the   commodities   of  'r 
their  varous   Countries.     Moab  fent  in  yearly, 
one  hundred  thoufaad  lambs,  and  as  many  rams, 
with  their  wool. 

It  was  cuftomary  for  every  one  to  approach 
the  Throne  with  a  gift,  Subje£ls  in  general  were 
•xpeftcd  to  bring  in  presents  to  his  Majefty,  and 
to  a  King  fo  much  beloved,  they  liberally  im- 
parted of  the  beft  of  all  their  ftores,  veflels  of 
filver,  and  veflels  of  gold  without  number. 

The  Revenue  his  Navy  brought  in,  exclufivc 
of  bis  Cuftoms,  amounted  annually  to  fix  hun* 
dred  talents  of  gold,  confiderably  above  three 
miHion,  befides  precious  ftones,  fpices,  « ivory, 
^bony,  and  the  rich  commodities  of  India. 

All  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael,  each  under  his  vine, 
and  under  his  fig  tree,  fweetiy  enjoyed  the  blefs- 
ings  of  Peace,  of  Plenty  and  Freedom.  Except- 
ing the  poor  Canaanites,  and  a  few  Prifoners  and 
Captives,  all  Ifrael  was  free.  Among  the  So- 
vereign Princes,  that  fought  the  friendlhip  of 
Solomon,  Hiram  King  of  Tyre,  was  the  firft, 
who  had  fent  Ambafladors  to  congratulate  him  on 
kh  Acceffion,  and  offer  him  his  fcrviccs,  and  by 
B  b  b  »  them 
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tlicm  on  their  return  back,  Solomon  fent  him  this 
letter. 

Solomon  to  King  Hiram. 

^'  Know  that  David,  my  Fatlicr,  was  defirous  to 
*'  build  a  l^mple  to  God,  but  engaged  in  con- 
'^  tinual  \Vars,  he  \vas  prevented;  for  he  never 
**  cealed  from  ConciLieii,  until  he  made  all  his 
**  Enemies,  his  Tributaries.  I  give  God  thanks 
**  for  the  Peace  I  ei^joy,  and  having  much  leifiire^ 
**  I  purpole  to  ercQ:  a  houfe  to  God,  according 
'«  as  God  foretold  my  Father  that  I  fhould  build 
«'  it;  my  rec^ueft  to  you  is,  that  you  will  fend 
**  fome  of  your  People,  with  my  fervants  to 
**  Mount  Lebanon,  to  hew  wood ;  for  the  Sido- 
'^  nians  underftand  that  bu^ncfs  better  than  mjr 
*f  fubje&s;  and  as  to  wages,  whatever  you  (hall 
f*  think  reafonable,  I  will  pay  to  the  workmen.'* 

Hiram  perufed  the  contents,  was  well  pleafed 
v/ith  the  rcqueft,  and  returned  back  this  anfwer. 

King  Hiram  to  King  Solomon. 

'*  Thanks  to  God,  he  has  given  your  Father's 
"  Crown  to  you,  a  wife  and  virtuous  Prince;  I 
f*  am  extremely  pleafed  with  it,  and  will  fupply 
**  you  with  every  thing  you  defire  in  your  letter. 
*'  I  will  order  the  talleft  and  faireit  Cedar,  and 
f  Cyprefs  trees  to   b^  ciit   down,   and  carried 
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**  by  my  fervants  to  the  S^a  fide;  whom  I  vill 
"  further  command,  to  prepare  a  veffel,  and  fail 
••  with  tliem  to  whatever  part  of  yoijr  Kingdom 
**  you  pleafe  ;  from  whence  your  men  may  tranCf. 
*'  port  them  to  Jerufalem.  In  exchange  for  thefc 
"  things,  let  us  have  a  fupply  of  corn;  which  wf 
'*    who  inhabit  an  Ifland,  Hand  in  need  off.** 

Duplicates  of  thefe  epiftles,  were  prcfcrved  ii^ 
the  Jewifh  and  Tyrian  records. 

Solomon  commended  the  franknefs  and  kind* 
Bcfs  of  King  Hiram.  He  fent  yearly  twenty 
thoufand  meafures  of  corn,  and  twenty  butts  oj- 
vcffels  of  oil :  and  Solomon  added  as  many  cafks 
of  wine.  Such  good  beginnings  produced  ^ 
killing  and  inviolable  friendlbip,  and  the  tWQ 
Kings  fwore  always  to  maintain  it.      Hiram  fent 

the  Cedar,  Cyprefs  and  the  Firs  on  floats  to 
Joppa,  Solomon's  Servants  and  Officers  received 
them  there,  and  they  were  brought  from 
thence  to  Jerufalem.  The  friendly  Alliance 
now  conimenced  between  thefe  two  Prinpes, 
ended  only  with  their  lives^ 

In  order  ta  reli'eve  his  own  Peoplp  and  make 
their  trouble  and  burthen  lefs,  the  poor  Canaar 
nites  were  now  affembled,  and  all  the  foreign 
Ijaves    throughout    the     Kingdom,    and    they 

^mounte^ 
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amounted  to  one   hundred  and  fifty  three  thou* 
fand  fix  hundred.       Solomon   c  mmandci   that 
fevcnty  thoufand  of  them  fhould  be  employed  as 
labourers,  to  fetch  and  carry,  to  heave' and  work, 
tnd  eighty  thoufand  of  them  Ihould  be  font  to 
hew  timber,  and  cut  ftone    and  marble  out  of 
the  rock.     He  appointed  a  fuitable  number   of 
Officers,  Overfeers,  aud  Maflers   to    fuperintend 
and  direft  every  days  duty,  and  every  ones  em- 
ploynxent.     From  amongft  his  own  fubjefts  Solo- 
mon felefted   next,    thirty   thoufand    men,    an  J 
under  Adoniram,    whom  he  conftituted  a  Prin* 
cipal    or     head  Governor,    he  fent,  ten  thou- 
fand at  a  time,  to  Lebanon  to  work  and  affift  thp 
men  of  Tyre  in  hewing  wood,  marble  and  oth,er 
articles  there,  and  they  were  afterwards  wro.ugh.t 
by  the  Tyrian  carvers,  mafons,    and  artificers, 
and  when  polifhed,  cut  out,  and  prepared,  were 
put  on  board  the  floats  and  conveyed  by  water  to 
Joppa,  but  much  of  them  were   finifhed  on  the 
plains  of  Jordan.     Solomon  exchanged  the   ten 
thoufand  men  he  fent  to  Lebanon  every  month. 

The  vaft  number  of  hands  employed  as  labour- 
ers, the  a£livity  and  great  diligence  of  the  work- 
men, and  the  vigilencc  of  no  lefs  than  three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  Overfeers,  fo  wonderfully 
brought  forward   the  work,    that  in  the   fourth 

year  of  his  reign,  Solomon  was  enabled  to  lay  the 

foundation 
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foundation  of  this  mod  imthenfe  an^  fupferlk 
ftrufture,  which  amazing  Work  was  begun  the 
twenty  firft  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  the  World, 
^990,  and  1014  years  before  the  birth  of  oiir 
Saviour. 

The  foundation  of  this  immenfe  pile  defcribcd 
in  the  fixth  and  feventh  Chapters  of  the  fecond 
book  of  the  Kings,  was  laid  on  Mourt  Moriah, 
and  it  took  up  the  whole  group  of  the  Mountains 
great  indeed  was  the  labour  of  levelling  it,  roaglk 
prominent  eminences  of  folid  rock,  arid  propers 
lionate  hollows  were  filled  up,  to  form  a  large 
capacious  area,  a  firm  folid  level  bafxs  for  thit 
moft  magnificent  Superftrufture. 

Mount  Moriah  takes  its  name  from  two  He- 
brew roots,  conveying  the  idea  of  vifion,  and 
God,   united  they  exprefs,  here  God  was  fecn. 

DJivid  had  appointed  and  confecrated  this  fpdt 
for  the  ftruQure  of  the  Temple,  and  it  had  been 
IvhoUy  enclofed  in  the  City  Walls,  and  long 
frequented  as  the  facred  place  of  the  Altar, 
where  the  Prophet  Gad  had  met  David  and  ap- 
pointed the  peace-offerings  and  facrifices  to  be 
oifered  up;  and  it  was  the  awful  fpot  ov6r  which 
the  Deftroy  ing  Angel,  with  a  drawn  fword,  hung 
as  it  were  between  Heaven  and  Earth,  halting 
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tnd  waiting  his  orders  to  execute  the  further  ven-* 
geancc  of  the  Almighty^  or  pift  a  ftop  to  the 
raging  peftilcnce.  Here  he  had  b^en  fecn  by 
Davidj  and  at  his  very  fervent  prayer  and  expnf_ 
tuUnon,  God  was  ixiercifully  pleated  to  prevent 
its  progrcfs,  when  it  had  only  very  {lighdy  viCtttd 
Jerufalem. 

With  fuch  prodigious  fpetd  and  alacrity  was 
,  thi*  moll  magnificent  StruftuTc  carried  on,  that  in 
litile  more  than  fcvcn  years  it  was  fiiii(hed*  Every 
article  of  ftonc,  irarhle,  wood^  braf^^  iron, 
plate*  of  gc  Id  alid  jewels  were  cut,  pulilhed, 
carved,  fitted^  beat  oui*  fet,  and  ail  but  j  »ined  and 
adjufled  to  tbeir  proper  places,  before  ever  they 
were  brought  to  Mount  Moriah, 

The  Pile  of  building  w^s  immenfe,  of  poliflicd 
marble,  in  folid  pieces,  beaiutifully  white,  of 
fixty  feetv  in  length  and  upwards,  it  fronted  the 
Zaft,  with  a  Tower,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
cubits  high.  The  infidc  was  all  wainfcoted  with 
Cedar,  from  top  to  bottom,  and  cornifbed  and 
inlaid  with  gold. 

After  four  extenfive  flights  of  regular  ftcp«^ 
each  flight  terminating  in  a  large,  fpacious,  mag» 
nificent  area,  you  enter  by  a  (lately  Portico  the 
Temple,  its  marble  floor,  was  inlaid  with  plates 

Qf 
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Qf  gold,  its  cornifli  and  highly  finifhed  roof  ws^g 
covered  over  with  gold,  when  the  fun  flione  the 
ftrong  glare,  and  blaze  of  light  was  moft  fplendid 
and  dazzling  ;  paiHipg  forwards  in  this  fpaciou« 
and  fuperb  fpace,  fapported  by  a  number  of  ele- 
gant and  ornamented  pillars,  the  Temple  feemid 
then  divided  into  two  parts,  at  the  further  end  of 
the  Inner  Temple,  was  the  folemn  and  moft  fa- 
cred  Holy  of  Holies,  with  a  fuperb  Cedar  door 
curioufly  wrought,  inlaid  and  fumptuoufly  enu 
bellifhed,  and  from  a  high  and  lofty  arch  imnie^ 
diately  before  it,  hung  a  rich  and  very,  beautiful 
veilj  of  the  fofteft  and  moft  delicate  filk,  with  an 
embroidery  of  flowers,  in  fcarlet,  purple  and 
byacynth.  Within  fide  the  veil  and  this  fuperb 
door,  were  placed  two  large  figures  of  Angels^ 
they  were  covered  with  gold,  and  had  wings  which 
fttetched  five  cubi't&,  and  they  overfpread  the 
ArW,  which  was  depofited  between  them,  and 
underneath  their  wings, 

I\^  the  wide  and  moft  magnificent  fpace  before 
the  veil,  an  Altar  of  brafs  was  erefted,  a  fquare  of 
twenty  cubits,  and  ten  cubits  high,  whereon, 
were  laid  the  burnt-offerings.  And  near  it 
fiood  the  Brazen  Sea,  ten  cubits  in  diameter  and 
a  hands-breath  in  thicknefs^  made  ufe  of^/tb  walh 
and  purify  the  Sacrifices. 
Here  were  alfo  a  number  of  golden  tables  for 
Vol.  I.      *  C  c  c  the 


ibcfupcrb  candleflicks,  golden  vefTcls  and  golJcJ^^ 
diflies.     One  much  larger  than  the  rcll,  held  the 
bread  of  God,  called  the  fhew  bread,     A  num* 
bcr  of  chefts  for  the  habits  of  the  Pricfts,  thtir 
■    tfphods,  their  girdles,  and  their  filkcnvefts;  two 
hundred  ihaufand  trumpets,  all  forts  of  mufical 
ihtlruTDents^  harps,   timbrels,  and  pfaherics    for 
the  bands  and  for  the  Levites  who   chanted  the 
bymn^^  accompanying  the  mufic  with  their  voices. 
So   magnificently  did  Solomon  provide  for  the 
ft  Houfc  of  God,     A  ftruflure  for  ftrength^    and 
'  fplendouT^    and  beauty,    unequalled    in  all   the 
World.     So  ftupendous   no  tongue   could   ever 
defcribe-  it^  no  eyes  could  comprehend^  or  cycb 
tbemfeWcs  give  credit  to  what  they  beheld, 

'*^A  vork,  the  wonder  of  ages,  thusfpeedily  pcr- 
Ibirtned^  Solomon  direfted  all  the  golden  veffels, 
and  utenfils  he  hiad  prepared^  to  be  carried  into 
l^^^mple,  he  then  fat  down,  and  wrote  circu- 
lar letters  to  all  his  Nobles,  his  Generals,  the  Ma- 
giftr^tes,  £l<lers»  and  Rulers  of  all  the  Tribes  of 
Ifracli  ci^manding  them  all  to  repair  to  Jeru- 
^4di^     iThe  grand  Jubilee  was  fo  very  near,  he^ 
fixed  on  that  time  for  their  general  meetiiig,  to,* 
take  a  view  ef  the  Temple  now  finifked,  and  ac-' 
cgmpani  bitii^inreinavingthe^Ar^  of  Cod  in(# 
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^  feaR  bP  TTaberaades,  the  moft  fokmn^lndi 
^iid<*ft  of  all  the  jewifh  Feftival  s.      -  ^      ^     r  s 

At  thcfc  very  extraordinary  fcafons,  in  ordcf^ 
to  gratify,  tbij  eager  wifli  of  all  the  People,  to  fcjf^ 
ibis  magniiiceiU  ftruQure,  now  on  its  firft  op<;n«^ 
ing,  immenfely  great  »nd  almoft  univerfal  was  |}^ 
national  refort  to  the.  CapitaL  Very  foon  aftgr^ 
they  took  up  the  Ark^  and  all  the  utenfilsj,  th% 
Q^ndleftick,  and  the  golden  uble»  and  carried: 
them  into  the  Temple,  placing  them  in  the  Holy; 
of  Holies,  in  the  very  fame  manner  they  h^d 
t^en  accuftomed  to  (land  in  the  Tabernacle. 

A  mod  magnificent  proceffion  was  exhlbitedi» 
Solomon  accompanied  by  all  his  Courts  his  No* 
bles,  his  General  Officers,  the  Heads,  Elders, 
and  Chiefs  of  all  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael,  walked 
bpfore  it% 

Tbe  Arkfupported  by  Priefts,  stnd  Levitesonly^ 
ind  the  High-Prieft,  in  his  mod  pompous  robes, 

A  numerous  band  of  muficians  followed  k^ 
playing  a  fgl^mn  march,  awfully  reverential  and 
facred^ 

•A  proceffion  of  Priefts,  two  by  twb,  bearing 
the  menfils,  the  goldtn  c^dleftitk,  the  AHair  of 
Inccnfe/thc   Golden  Table. 

After 
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'  After  Aem  the  men  fingers,  and  women  fing^ 
crs,  a  Virgin  Choir^  cloathcd  in  white,  chanted 
Hymns,  and  Amhems,  and  Songs  of  Praife* 
They  all  thus  afcendedihc  four  flights  of  ftcps,  en- 
tered the  grand  Porch  and  the  Temple^  proceed* 
jng  on  towards  the  Ark,  near  the  Veil  and  the 
Brazen  Altar.  The  Priefts  alone  enterccl  the 
Holy  of  Holies,  and  even  they  inftantaneoufly 
withdrew-  The  air  rung  all  the  while  with  the 
loud  blaft  of  trumpets,  and  the  voices  of  all  the 
Lcvites^  celebrating  the  high  praifes  of  Godi 
*'  For  he  is  good,  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever, 
**  O*  give  thanks  to  the  God  of  Gods,  for  his 
**  mercy  endureth  for  ever," 

No  fooner  vas  the  Ark  depofited  underneath 
the  \Tings  cf  the  Cherubims,  and  the  Priefl*  had 
with-drew  from  the  Holy  of  Holies,  but  a  thick 
and  vifible  cloud  defcended  in  the  Temple,  and 
.fo  totally  obfcured  the  light,  the  Priefts  and 
People  could  not  fee  one  another,  and  from  out 
of  this,  foon  was  feieh  to  iflue  a  glory  Jind  bright- 
ncfs  lindefcribable.  God  thus  fignally  took  pof- 
feffion  of  his  Tei^ple,  and  confpicuoufly  filled  it 
with  the  emblem  of  his  Prefence  and  Glory.  The 
People  withr^  reverential  awe,  all  cried  out,  God 
hsid  entered  into  his  Temple,  Qod  would  refidc 
Wiojigft  his  People.  The  King  had .  taken  his 
fcat^  but  he  now  inftantly  rof(?  up,  arid  com- 
mandeer . 


wanded  aHK^and  every  one  prefent,  ta  j«roftmtc 
thetnfelves  hefeire.  God,  he  devoutly  lifted  up  hit 
hands  towards  Heaven^  in  the  moft  fqlemn  xn&Wi 
ner  he  dedicated  the  Sacred  building  to  God, 
addrefling  him  audibly  in  fervent  earneft  prayer. 

*^  Thou  Lord  poffeffeft  an  everkfting  Hoult**- 
thou  madeft  Heaven,  Jlarth,  Air,  and  Sea.  All 
thefethou  filleft;  nor  can  all  thefe  contain  thee. 
This  Temple  I  have  built  to  thy  Name,  that  in 
performing  our  Sacrifices,  we  may  fend  up  ouif 
fiipplications  to  God;  perfuaded  thou  art  prelent 
here,  and  abfent  no  where.  Thy  eye  furveys 
the  Univerfe,  thou  heareft  all  things,  this  Tempi* 
cannot  prevent  thy  dwelling  every  where.  A 
ftranger  to  none,  acquainted  with  all.  feut  will 
God,  indeed,  dwell  on  Earth  ?  behold  the  Heai. 
ven,  and  the  Heaven  of  Heavens,  cannot  con- 
tain thee.  How  much  lefs,  this  houfe  that  I  have 
built. 

After  this,  Solomon  defcends  to  a  Variety  ttf 
cafes,  and  moft  eloquently,  and  earneflly  ind 
devoutly  implores  mercy,  ptefervation,  and  fbr^ 
givenefs. 

Though  Solomon  was  tfaus  fully  p^fuaderf 
God  was  every  where,  and  could  be  excluded  no 
where,  yet  he  ambitioufly  inculcates  the  idea  of 

God 
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God,  tmdcr  that  of  k  ttitclirjr  Def^,-'5I^yr 
hearings  and  prbpiirous  to  the  prayers  offered  up 
in  the  Temple  of  Jcrufalcm. 

The  KiAg  now  turned  round  and  addreffed 
Mmfelf  to  his  People,  and  he  devoutly  and  moft 
folemnly  blcScd  them  all.  ^-0*^^.2  ^-^T 

Solomon  then  threw  himfelf  on  the  ground, 
and  lay  fomc  time  in  a  pofture  of  adoration. 
When  he  rofe  up>  he  ordered  thcviftims  to  be 
laid  upon  the  Altar^  and  God  was  pleafed  to 
accept  hU  offering;  and  in  fight  of  all  prefent,  a 
flafh  of  fire  fuddenly  dcfcended,  and  totally  cotw 
fumed  the  SftcnBce,  the  People  were  in  raptures 
of  joy,  and  they  alt  fell  down  and  worfljippcd; 
"  God  was  come,  to  take  up  hi$  abode  i^  his 
I*  Temple."  '"■  ^f^« 

Solomon  wifely  availed  himfelf  of  this  pkni)^ 
difpofition,  and  very  awful  folemnity^  to  itnprefs  i 
CD'  their  minds,  the  neceffity  of  perfeverencei  ' 
circumfpe£tion  and  right  condu^  After  he  hadi/ 
oSered  up  twenty  thouGind  calveSf.  and  cms^^ 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  lambs,,  p^ce-ofl^^ 
ioga  for  himfelf  and  for  all  hts  Peopk,  he  broke  <3^ 
up  the  affemblyi  i^nd  the  King  ordered  the:  Heie 
bmrs»  ftod  their  Wives,  and  all  their  Ghildisiii  mw2 

Iromenfcly 
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peace-offerings  in  great  profuGon;  confciencifiiifly, 
awed  by  the  folcmnities,  the  People  were  thus,  one 
and  «Ut  reiigioufly  teaking  their  peace  wUh  God* 

'■>■    ■  ■     .'•  .       '■■  '    '••■:',    ■  "  :■      ■'.■  "■"■    -•■'■  '     *■    rrn  r- 

The  ceremony  begun  the  latter  end  of  O^bf^f^ 
and  lafted  feven  days,  and  a  vaft  number  of  vic- 
tims were  every  day  brought  in.    At  the  expiira. 
tion  of  this  folemn  Sacrifice  and  Dedication^  itxi^ 
mediately  followed  the  feafi  of  Tabernacles,  tbW 
lafted  another  feven  days,,  and  is  was  celebjratfidi 
in  the  Temple  with  aftonifiiing  fplfendour  {diid; 
iiiagnificence;  and  Solomon  with  a  Princely  \ib^\ 
rality  entertained  the  whole  People,  and  fed  them 
all  plentifully   and  fumptuoufly  at  his  own   ex^ 
pence.    After  fourteen  days,  thus  religiouHy  fpent 
and  in  high  feftivity,  when  all  was  over^  every 
one  returned  home  to  his  own  hoiife,  full  of  joy 
and  the  moft  hearty  approbation,  finging  fongs  of 
praife  and  hymns  to  God.     It  feemed,  not  at  all 
unlikely,  that  fcenes  of  fo  much  fplendbur  and 
magnificence,  might  too  much  elate,  too  highly 
exalt  the  mind,  even  of  this  wife  and  amiabUt ' 
young  PrincCj^  and  God  was  now  pleafed  to  re**-^ 
prefent  ta  him,  in  a  dreatff,  on  the  very  firft  night 
of  the  Confecration  and  this  Solemn  Dediea^o/ 
tion  ofihe  .Tempiei  that'  HeAaectpteddte  £(K«i 
fijce  he  had  built  him^   aaci  ^m^^it^^ 
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his  fromifes  to  him  and  his  Poftcnty,  as  long 
«3,  He,  and  they*  ffapuld  krvc  him  vith  an 
qpright  heart;  but  in  cafe  ihey  provoked  him  by 
Idolatry  and  difobedience,  that  very  Te^plo, 
the  wonder  of  the  World,  Diould  infallibly  be- 
come a  defolationj  a  dwelling  for  owls  and  bats^  a 
proverb  and  a  reproach  among  all  NaLions. 

After  the  building  of  this  magnificent  Templ^ 
Solomon  rciaincd  the  mafons,  joiners^  artificers, 
^ad  various  other  workmen,  and  he  employed 
tbem  all  in  the  City.  Solomon  firft  built  a  royal 
Palace  for  himfelf,  and  another  for  his  Queen, 
the  Daughter  of  Pharoah,  they  were  both  adorned 
with  all  the  embcllifhments  of  art,  and  with  what* 
ever  bis  rich  and  imraenfe  I'reafury  could  fupply. 
He  was  almoft  thirteen  years  completing  them^ 
and.  there  was  in  Ikis,  own  Palace  pfte  very  mi^-t 
nificent  a^nd  Jpacious  ^ariment,  caljled  th;e  Po^cfe 
or  Ju<%m.ent-HaU,  in  which  was  ereftftd  bisfuperli 
and  highly  elegant  Throne,  and  ouojoefide  of 
it,  were  the  benches  for  hi$  Secretaries,  and  Couo^ 
f^^Uprs,  Thijs  M^a^  thje  Ses^t  of  Judgment,  thfj 
Thtone  foil  publiejc  audience,  where  peitjtipns  wei^ 
^flfered  upi  the  addrcfljes  pf  hi«J^pt>lei?nd  fo^ 
reign  cmbaffieat  received,  \yhjerc,i  AiobaflTadorfj 
delivered  their  letters  and  credeptjaji;,  and  payesfi 
tlieir  homage,  wbile.here  be  fa»t  entibroQed  io  $0^ 

voreiga  pompLand  Ropaky. 
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The  Throne  was  of  Ivory  and  inlaid  witft 
Gold ;  the  afcent  to  it  by  fix  fteps,  each  ftep, 
fiipportedon  either  fide^  with  a  Lioncouchaat, 
and  the  two  Arms  upheld  with  two  Lions 
fltanding,  and  they  were  each  as  big  as  Hfe^ 
all  thefe,  and  even  the  fteps  themfelves  wer^ 
covered  with  plates  of  gold.  The  Seat  was  fup- 
ported  by  a  Bullock  eouchant,  and  he  was  all  of 
gold. 

The  Temple,  and  thefe  royal  Palaces  with  all 
their  coftly  furniture,  veffels,  utenfils  and  orna^ 
ments,  all  of  pure  gold,  were  finiflied  in  the  fpace 
of  twenty  years.  Jcrufalem  thus  ennobled  has 
been  emblematically  called  the  Forreft  of  Le- 
banon, from  the  immcnfe  quantities  qf  Cedar^ 
which  fo  diftinguifhingly  perfumed  the  Temple^ 
and  the  Palaces.  Lebanon  fcemcd,  as  it  were, 
jtranfported  to  Jerufalem. 

After  thefe  twenty  years  employ,  Solomon 
fent  back  the  mafons  and  artificers,  furniflied  by 
Hiram  King  of  Tyre,  and  to  fhew  his  grati-* 
tude  for  the  many  valuable  prefents,  and  fignal 
fervices  which  had  been  done  him  by  that  Prince^ 
Solomon  prefented  him  with  twenty  Cities  of 
Calilec,  as  they  were  the  ;ieareft  adjoining  to 
his  own  territprieg, 
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"  When  the  Tyrian  King  went  to  tak<?  a  view  of 
the  Count^>^  ^"d  ►^^  twenty  Ciiie^  which  Solo- 
rtion  had  prcrenteu  to  him,  he  exprcfTcd  his  dif- 
fatisfaftion  by  refuling  them,  and  he  gave  them  s 
name  of  contempt,  ih«  word  fignified  wheiv 
iwerpreted,  '*  dirty,  difpleafing." 

Solomon  aficrwafds  built  thcfe  Cities  aFl  ancvr 
and  ptantcd  them  with  Colonies  of  his  own  Peo- 
ple, Sorter  few  of  the  Tyrian  artificers^  chofe  to 
reiide  at  Jcrufalcnij  and  now  many  of  the  He- 
Brews  were  become  expert  builders  and  workmen, 
Solomon  employed  them  in  furrounding  the 
whole  City,  with  a  ftrong  wall  and  ftately  Fortifi- 
cations. He  then  fenl  them  to  build  walls  round 
many  other  Cities,  and  he  erefted  a  great  num- 
ber of  ftorc-houfes,  buildings  for  his  carriages 
and  his  horfes,  large  magazines  and  granaries  for 
com,  wine,  oil  and  provifions,  and  ftores  of  am-%' 
munition.  Alfo  magnificent  armories,  -  and  he 
hung  them  all. found  with  fhields  and  implements 
of  War. 

When  Sotomon  appeared  in  publick^-befidcs  his 
Body-guards,  diree  hundred  golden  Shields  were 
always  carried  in  ftate  before  hitti,  on  his  return^ 
Aey  were  all  hung  up  on  a  ftately  row  of  pillars^ 
in  ornament  at  the  grand  entnmce  of  his  Palace* 
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In  order  to  (ecttre  and  perpetuate  a  free  com- 
munication bitfween  his  Kingdoiij^and  Syria,  S(V 
Jomon  ereglcd  very  ftrong  fortrefles,  and  bojgt 
caftles  on  Mount  Lebanon,  and  he  very  looja 
after  brought  under  his  yoke,  the  remainder  of 
tthe  Araorites,  Hittites,  Perizzitcs,  Hivites,  an^ 
Jebufites,  and  he  made  ihem  all  his  Tribuuries. 

God  had  now  performed  the  promife  made  to 
Abraham,  that  his  feed  ffaould  poffefs  the  land, 
from  the  River  of  Egypt,  to  the  great  River,  the 
River  Euphrates,  which  now  bounded  Judea  on 
the  Eaft,  the  land  of  the  Philiftines  on  the  Weft, 
Egypt  on  the  South,  fo  that  Syria,  Damafciu^ 
Moab  and  Ammon,  which  all  lay  between  the 
Euphrates  and  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  were  j(Ji 
in  fubjefltion  and  tributary. 

Solomon  as  much  as  poffible  exempted  his  ow^i 
fubjc&s  from  all  hard  labour,  and  every  kind  of 
flavery,  he  appointed  them  Overfeers,  Otiicer?, 
Guards  and  Soldiers  in  his  Army,  all  the  drud-^ 
gery  was  performed  by  the  Canaanites,  and  fuch 
foreign  flaves  from  the  Countries  around,,  as  were 
under  his  yoke,  captive*  and  in  bondage  to 
JfraeU 

Among  the  many.  Royal  Vifitors,   ihe    fame^ 

i^yjfdom,  j^nd  grandeur  of  Solomon,  drew  to  his 
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Courts  themoft  confiderable  of  all  was  Nicaali^^, 
Queen  of  Sbfil>^<  A  Princcfs  highly  educated, 
of  great  knowledge,  and  vieing  with,  the  Jewilh 
Monarch  in  opulence,  flaie,  and  grandeur.  The 
Chief  of  Arabia,*  and  Qtieen  of  all  the  South,  ^ 
Country  abounding  with  the  richeft  perfumc$, 
precious  ftones,  and  mines  of  gold. 

Her  fex,  licr  dignityj  her  wealth,  the  rcmote-i 
nefs  of  hef  abode,  all  greatly  dillinguifhed  hcf, 
file  came  from  the  cuds  of  the  Earth  (for  the 
Sabacans  were  bounded  only  by  the  India  Sea)  to 
commune  with  Solomon,  fhe  had  heard  of  his  Fame; 
his  Virtue  and  his  Wifdom,of  the  fplendour  of  his 
Court,  his  PalacEs,  and  his  Temple,  She  could 
not  credit  the  one  half  of  what  flic  heard,  in^ 
fpired  with  curiofity,  impatient  to  fee  him,  fhe 
undertook  a  very  long  journey,  from  her  own 
Country  to  Jerufalem,  refolvirig  to  make  inquiry 
herfelf,  into  the  truth  of  reports  given  out  bj 
his  failors,  fo  extraordinary,  into  the  merits  of  si 
tharafter  fo  exalted  and  amiable. 

She  came  in  royal  pomp,  attended  with  a 
Princely  train,  a  magnificent  retinue,  the  luxu- 
ries and  fplendour  of  Arabia,  Camels  laden  witk 

*  Arabia  Felix  South  of  Canaan. 
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die  rifcheft  perfumes,  gold  from  her  own  mines, 

and  precious  Roncsxyf  great  brillnmcy»- 

The  arrival  of  the  Queen  was  announced  by 
her  Servants^-  Solomon  himfelf  went  out  to 
meet  ,her,  and  he  received  her,  with  all  the 
refpeft  due  to  her  ftation,  and  the  high  honourfi 
fhe  was  doing  to  his  Court.  The  Queen  was 
aftonifhcd  ar  the  magnificence  and  beauty  of 
the  Palace,  the  pomp  and  ftate  with  which  fhe 
was  ufliered  in,  the  very  refpeftful  Ceremonies, 
the  wife  and  curious  contrivance,  the  elegant  and 
mafterly  execution,  and  a  beautiful,  and  orna.. 
mented  part,  called  Lebanon  Grove,  raifed  hex 
Wonder  and  admiration  moft  of  ?l11. 

With  equal  amazement,  Ihe  viewed  the  fplen- 
dour  of  his  daily  entertainments,  the  order  and 
cEconomy  of  his  Houfehold,  the  fiiperb  Liveries 
©f  his  Servants,  his  Lords  in  waiting,  the  pomp 
of  his  Guard,  and  the  exaO:  and  moft  refpeftful 
Decorum  of  all.  Having  now  the  honour  of 
his  converfation,  fhe  put  to  him  (as  was  very 
ufual  among  Princes)  a  number  of  abftrufe  and 
difl&cult  queftions,  to  inform  her  own  judgment, 
ard  a  trial  of  his  fkill  and  wifdom  in  refolving 
them.  Solomon's  fagacity  excited  much  her 
wonder,  and  abundantly  fatisfied  her  refpeCling 

them  ^11. 
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The     King   next    introduced    her    into    the 
Temple,    and  i^wt^rtain^d  her  with  a  fight  of  it^ 
inagnificcn cCj  the  devotion  and  pomp  of  jcwifli 
Worftlip,  the  Solemnity  of  Sacrific( ,  the  Sacer- 
dotal Habit*,  the  reverential  and    facrcd    Awe 
of  Priefts  and    Levites,  the  veil  over  the    Holy 
of  Holies,   unable    to  conceal  thefc    her    new 
feelings    and  the   rapture'  ihey   had   raifed,  the 
Queen  could  no  longer  dilTcmble  imprcffions  fo 
powerful;  infpired  byallwhich,  and  the  fanftity 
of  the  Religious  Exercifes  and  the  Magnificence 
fhc  beheld,  burfts  out  in  a  kind  of  Ecftafy/'  Verily 
"  O'  King,  of  your  Virtues,  your  Wifdom  and 
"  your  Riches,  even  talkative  fame  has  faid  too 
*•  little."     All  indeed  flie  has  faid  is  true,  an<J 
"  yet  half  15  not  told  of  yourhappinefs.     Fame 
'*  reports  all  (he  can  tell,  but  the  Majefty>    Dig- 
**  nity  and  Grandeur  which '  my  eyes  fee,  could 
*^  never  be  ^old,      Happy  are  the  Hebrews,    thy 
**  fcrvants,  who  every  day  fee  you,  and  hear  your 
^*  wifdom,  and  bleffed  be  the  Lord  God,  fo  kind 
f^  to  this  Country  and  People,  ?is  to  make  thee, 
**  King  over  them/'     After  this  polite  and  moft 
elegant  compliment,  freely,  as  a  Royal  Queen,  (he 
prcfented  Solomon  with  one  hundred  and  twenty 
talents  of  gold;  a  c^rgp  of  fpices  znd   rich  per- 
fumes, and  precious    flones  of  iramenfe   value, 
Solomon  returned  the  Queen  a  variety  of  Eaftern 
C^rjofi^^s,  an  interchange  of  royal  prefents^  and 
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fiic  full  of  wonder,  and  the  high  praifcs  of  the 
King,  fet  out  on  her  journey  home,  (he  and  all 
her  fcrvants* 

Hitherto^  every  thing  we  have  feen^  gives  tis  the 
nobleft  and  molt  pleafing  idea  of  the  wifdom,  piety^ 
and  magnificence  of  this  amiable  and  illuftrioui 
Monarch.  No  Prince  was  ever  fo  diftinguiflungly 
honoured.  No  Reign  fo  peaceable^  profperout 
and  happy*  Solomon  had  been  repeatedly  warned 
by  his  Father^  by  fignal  vifitations,  and  by  the 
Prophets^  in  the  moft  ferious  moments  of  biA 
life,  and  in  dreams  upon  his  bed^  that  the  promi- 
fesof  God  were  conditional,  annexed  always  to  a 
virtuous  conduft,  and  obedience  to  his  laws* 
**  If  thou  feek  the  Lord,  he  will  be  found  of 
^  thee^  if  thou  forfaUe  him,  he  will  caft  thee  off 
'*  forever." 

Notwithftanding  all  thefe  cxprefs  and  wife  ad^ 
monitions,  Solomon  became  a  flave  to  his  paffions^ 
and  an  Idolater,  he  married  a  multitude  of  ftrange 
Wives,  without  diftinSion  of  Nation,  Country, 
or  Religion,  and  without  the  lead  regard  to  God^s 
exprefs  commands  and  prohibition*  Solomon 
fuffered  himfclf  to  be  by  them  feduced  into 
pagan  Worfhip,  and  all  manner  of  Idolatry^ 
He  himfelf  joined  in  the  outward  aft  of  Idol 
Worihip,  and  he  partook  of  their  feafts  and  abo* 
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ninalions.  The  number  of  his  wives  amounted 
lo  Teven  hundred,  and  he  had  three  hundred  con^ 
cubine*.  aolomon  built  Aiurs  and  lemples,  to 
alt  their  different  God;*,  innuinerable  "wcte  ihcir 
Idols  and  their  Templeij ;  the  God  ofMoab^^^aa 
vorfhipped  on  ihc  Mount  of  Oiives,  and  Moloch 
the  God  of  the  Anirnonites.  Such  a  fliameful 
defedion  and  depravity  could  hut  b&.difplealing  ta 
Cod,  and  he  appeared  to  him  a  third  time  in  a 
dreanij  to  warn  him  of  his  danger,  andrcprefent 
to  him  his  criminal  ingratitude,  ftrongly  impref- 
fing  his  mind,  it  fliould  not  go  unpunifhed.  On 
account  of  David  his  Father,  he  fhould  reign 
over  the  Kingdom  of  ffraci,  as  iong  a^  he  himfelf 
iivcd,  but  dttcr  hit  death,  two  only  of  the  twelve 
tribes  Ihould  continue  with  his  Son  and  his  Grand- 
ion^  ten  tribes  fhulud  be  givjen  to  hh  Servant. 

Hiftory  nowhere  records,  whether  fo  fevere  a. 
denunciation,  awakened  him  to  Repentance.    So* 
lomon  died  in  diftionour,  and  left  the  World  in- 
glorious* 

He  had  reigned  forty  years,  and  was  now  on- 
ly fifty-eight.  They  buried  him  in  the  ftateljr 
Monument  of  his  Father,  in  the  City  of  David. 

Solomon  is  faid  to  have  wrote  a  great  numbor 
4)£  Books^  but  WJC  have  only  his  Proverbs,  his 

book 
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H^Qok  called  Ecxiefiaftes  or  the  Preacher,  *n| 
i^hjc  CawtiGlcs^  all  the  reft  ^rc  loft^  as  well  a«  thofe 
jpf  the  Prophet  Nathan,,  who  h^d  be^n  hb  Tutqf^ 
and  had  hin^felf  wrote  fhp  Life  an4  ^.ti^n  ^o^ 
SolomojD. 

Ahijah  and  |ddQ,  two  other  Prophets,  l;ia4  alf<^ 
penned  the  Hiftory  of  this  highly  favoured  Prince^ 
.^nd  in  a  Reign  fp  ^idinguifhingly  glorious,  many 
interefting  and  very  ipltruStive  .eyeijits  muijt  ^haye 
.occurred,  during  forty  ye^rs  ^uninterrupted  pfQfptm 
Tiiy  i  ve  have  therefore  .^ncerely  to  regret,  thajt 
the  labour  pfnQ  lefs  than  three  Prophets,  fo  ^luf. 
^rioufly  recognizing  a  GharaSer  an(J  Rejgo,  hel^ 
f^p  to  future  ages,  as  an  example  of  piety,  pru- 
4cncc,  caution  ^nd  integrity,  perfeyered  in  ar^idft 
the  inoft  fplendid,  bewitching,  and  alluring  (ccncf 
of  opulence,  ^r^nid.eur,  and  niagnificence,  ^ihoul^ 
^e  all  loft,  as  ihey  would  no  doubt  have  been  to  ua 
Jeflbns  yronderfvilly  jpleafin^,  and  full  of  improye* 
ipent. 

The  ^earnipg  of  the  J^a^,  at  that  celebratei^ 
|)erio4,  .confip^ed  much  in  witjty  fayings^  pithy 
Sentences,  interpretirug  riddJes^  fables^  and  para- 
ges. Splonion  at  .Icifare,  Cftfe,  and  iminter* 
jTupted  peace,  confpicuou^y  excelled  ia  all  fuch 
lively  fporX3  and  fancies,  hei^faid  tofaavefpokc 
^ore  thsui  three  thoufand,  ^nd  it  w^s  the  falhion^^ 

¥9hh  ^P?  f.W« 
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ible  amurcment  c:f  ihc  times,  to  unveil  tlieir 
myttcry,  and  fci  d  wii  in  a  party  to  refolve  them, 
Trinces^and  ncighbournig  Kings  feiu  their  fayings 
tnd  riddles  to  one  another,  the  cntcrtainmeat  of 
t  drawing  room  and  a  Court,  it  was  a  high  honour 
to  rciblve  thcm^  and  you  fubmitied  to  a  fine, 
\fhen  you  gave  up  the  purfuit  ;  it  was  often  a  fort 
of  wagi^T  or  bctt,  and  a  reward  was  held  out  to 
the  pcrfon  who  unriddled  them  firft.  It  is  re- 
corded of  the  Iving  of  Tyre,  t^at  he  has  often 
paid  large  fuma  of  money  to  Solomon,  for  hi* 
fuperior  cxpertncfs  and  many  happy  cxplana^ 
lions, 

Solomon  is  faid  to  have  equalled  his  Father  as 
t  Poetj  and  to  have  furpaffed  him  as  a  Moral i ft, 
*'  God  gave  inm  wildom,  and  uiidcrftanding,  and 
**  'largcnefs  of  heart,  even  as  the  fand  that  is  on 
**  the  Sea  ihore/'  Majefty  and  mildnefs,  Power 
and  Pleafure  wifely  enjoyed,  were  the  grand  Sup- 
.  porters  of  his  throne,  and  in  the  early  part  of  his 
Reign,  this  lUuftrous  Heir  of  the  houfe  of  David, 
exhibited  all  the  Glory  of  fublunary  greatnefs. 
Amiable,  beloved,  and  revered.  He  poffeffed  all 
the  land,  God  had  fo  gracioufly  promifed  to 
Abraham,  from  the  River  of  Egypt,  to  the  great 
River,  the  Riyer  Euphrates.  Syria^  Damafcus, 
Moab  and  Ammon,  Kings  and  Empires  were  all 
of   them  tributary* 

A  Reign 
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A  Rcign  divinely  blefled  with  uninterrupted 
peace  and  profpcrity,.  ^*  Every  man  dwelt  ,ia 
**  fafety  ufiderhis  own  Vine,  and  under  bis  owrv 
**  Fig  tree,  even  all  the  days  of  Solomon."  We 
have  much  reafon,  indeed,  to  lament  the  lofs  of 
his  books,  for  this  Prince,  educated  from  early 
life  by  a  Prophet,  flione  the  firft,  and  the  greateft 
literary  Charafter  that  ever  wrote ;  his  book  of 
Proverbs  containsmany  wife  reflcftions  and  moral 
fayings  concifely  expreffed,  fimple  and  plain,  but 
folid  and  good — fonae  very  grave  and  ferious  ex- 
hortations, and  others  of  them  fpirited,  witty,  and 
fanciful,  the  experienced  Tutor  wifely  fuitingthe 
different  ages  and  various  capacities  of  his  pupils. 
Solomon  calls  them,  '^  Apples  of  gold,  in  pic- 
'^  tures  of  filver,**  and  very  probably  intended 
them  as  leffohs  to  his  children. 

The  book  of  Ecclefiaftcs,  is  a  fyftem  more 
grave  and  devotional,  becoming  the  Preacher, 
and  adding  dignity  to  the  Pulpit. 

His  Songs,  warm,  gay,  cnthufiaftic  flights. 
Images  and  Metaphors  ever  varying,  amazing 
were  his  Sallies  of  Fancy,  but  they  were  more 
than  equalled  by  the  graver  Abilities  and  Solidity 
^f  bia  Judgment. 
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R    E    H   O    B    O    A    M, 


NINE  hundred,  and  fcvcnty  fcven  years,  be*- 
fore  the  birth  of  our  Saviour^  and  in  the 
year  of  the  World,  31027  ;  upon  the  death  of  So- 
lomon, Rehoboam  his  Son,  by  Naamah  the  Am* 
ihonitefs^  li^ho  was  now  arrived  at  the  age  of 
^orty-onc,  fet  out,  accompanied  by  the  Elders, 
his  Nobles^  and  hi$  whole  Court  for  Sechepi^  a 
City  nearly  in  the  centre  of  his  Kingdom,  and  in 
the  Tribe  of  Ephraim;  Rehoboam  there  fura- 
tnoned  all  Ifrael  to  meet  himj  and  pay  him  ho^ 
laage, 

Thfe  tfcople  had  long  iat)oufecl  under  veiy  bur-» 
tnenfome  and  heavy  taxes;  they  now  humbly 
fequcfted  a  redrefs  of  their    grievances,     and 

dutifuil/ 


dutifully  prcfcnted  to  him  a  petition  they   had 
drawn  up,  but  to  give  it  morr  weight,  and  tnclin* 
him  to  attend  to  it,  they  at  the  fame  time  for-^ 
warded  an  exprefs  into  Egypt,  and  brought  back  - 
Jeroboam,    a  highly  Ipirited  youth,    once  their 
Ovcrfecr^  and  he  had  loii^  lived   in  ftill  cxpcda- 
tionand  was  infpired  with  the  ambition  of  royalty. 
Jeroboam   from  motives  of  prudence^  had  fled 
from  the  prefence  of  King  Solomon,  and  retired 
into  Egypt,  where  he  was  watching  a  favourable 
Qpportunity,  and    conctaling  himfelf    from   the 
notice  anddifpleafure  of  his  Prince, 

Rchoboam  on  receiving  the  petition  of  the 
Peoplfj  dcfircd  them  to  wait  three  days,  during 
vhich  timcj  he  would  afTemble  the  Elders,  and 
form  a    council    from   them,    and  his    Nobles. 

Men  of  years  and  expcrirnce  (Privy  CounfeU 
lors  of  his  Father)  were  firft  fummoncd^  and  the 
advice  of  this  Council  was,  to  comply  with  the 
requeft  of  the  People  ;  with  Zeal  and  Unanimity 
they  all  addreffed  the  Prince,  and  affured  him 
fuch  conduft  and  acquiefcence  would  be  fure  to 
gain  him  the  love  of  his  fubjefts^  and  engage 
them  in  his  interefts  forever, 

A  Council  from  among  the  young  and  inexpe- 
rienced was  next  affembled,  and  they,  well  know- 
ipg  tht  haughty  pride  and  vanity  of  the  Prince* 

and 
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and  yielding  to  his  paffions^nd  his  plea(urc,  ad* 
Vifcd  him  to  this  anfwer.  ''  My  little  finger  fhall 
«'  be  thicker  than  my  Father's  loins;  my  Father 
^*  did  lade  you,  with  a  heavy  yoke,  I  will  add  to 
**'your  yoke,  my  Father  chaftifed  you  with 
*'  whips,  I  will  chaftifeyou  withfcorpions/* 

On  the  third  day,  Jeroboam,  at  the  head  of  a 
great  multitude  affembled  before  Rehoboam,  and 
this  Prince  blinded  by  the  pomp  of  royalty,  and 
judging  it  unworthy  of  his  Majefty  and  Authority 
to  yield  to  their  demands,  affunled  all  the  Tyrant^ 
and  addreffed  them  in  the  language  of  the  young 
men.  The  infult  fet  the  People  in  a  flame,  one 
and  all  cried  out,  what  portion  have  we  in  David  ? 
What  inheritance  in  the  Son  of  JeffeP-To  your 
Tents  O'  Ifrael !  —To  your  Tents  O'  Ifrael  f 

Ten  of  the  twelve  Tribes  inftantly  revolted 
from  Rehoboam,  Adoram  his  tax-gatherer,  (an 
a^ed  fervant  of  his  Father  and  Grand-Father) 
upon  offering  to  name  the  taxes,  was  fell  furioufly 
wpon  by  the  populace,  and  they  ftoned  him  to 
death  on  the  fpot.  The  Prince  was  greatly  ter-r 
rified  and  alarmed,  he  ran  haftily,  mounted  hi» 
chariot,  and  drove  off  full  fpced  to  his  Capital, 
The  City  of  Sechem  was  about  two  and  thirty 
miles  from  Jerufalem.  The  ten  revolting  Tribes, 
blew  the  trumpets,  and  publickly  proclaimed 
Jeroboam  King  over  Ifrael.  The  Kingdoms  of 
Judah,  and   Ifrael,  ever  after  remained  divided. 

Rehoboam 
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.  jRffcaloiM  appeared  tpexorabte^  hr  niriflimni 
firiNnige  fbrtbie  revolt^  an^  murder  of  Ado^ 
frioa*  ~  He  ndfibd  a  ibmiidatyle  Atmyp  andraareh/ejf 
Aiitof  Jera&lem  at  tjie  head  of  ?  faui^dris^  an^i 
laig^qr  thoufand  aMn,^  the  HorjEor^  of  a  ciyU  irai* 
ieemed  jjneyijtahlej  moft  aierfifuUy  to.jgEeveitt 
^cfny  Shev|9i»h  the  froj^^yf^ffihtp^^ 
Tnbe»of  judih  aii4  Bicnjamin,  to  tcU  them,  it 

'  iimAc.W^  of  <Jod,  the  divifion  fliould  remai^ 
jttltV*!;  as  (oon  ai  jhil  njcflage  was  proclaimctj 
&i09gh  the  C^     each  man  returned  to  his  owtt 

Jiome^'jai^thetwo  i^  immediately  fct  about 
Ibrtifying  an^  4^A$ng  the  frputicr^  of  their 

iiltoiniiiiQQi^ 

.' 'J-- ■ ,     ■  If .  »    ■  ,  ■  t 

i  J^ubcOm  diekA*tif  ithe  ifa^^r  ^f  iMiv^eQ$ 

going  up  to  worfl^ip  at  JeruFalem^  ais  va^  ufoal 
on  feftiy^Is^  and  viewing  5tt  that  tiipe  the  fplen^ 
dour  of  the  City,  the  drefles  of  the  Priefts  ?ind  the 
jmagnificencc  of  the  Tcrople,  iffued  out  a  pro- 
clamaMon  forbidding  any  of  his  People  ever 
going  vp  to  vorfljip  or  offer   Sacrifice  there. 

RehobPiuaa  during  the  fpacc  pf  three  y«n^ 
tnadc  no  ^Iteration  in  the  ^ eligipus  Services^  he  if 
faid  to  h?ive  vor&ipped  God,  «i  David,  and  a^ 
-Solomon  his  F^ther^  had  done.  At  the  end  of 
|hat  period,  ^ehgboam  became  lui  idplatcr^  an^ 
i)uiUJ[iighf>l?ice?^  ^roveji,  and  fet  up  graven 
mM^  in  thctp^  9x^  ^9  P.^pK^  *  ^^M4  A^pfm^Y^ 


fee  is^  fai4  to  bave  placed  them  under  every  green 
Tree.     God  was  angry  with  Rehoboam,  and  He 
permitted  him  to  be  chaftifed  by  Egypt.     Shifhak 
Kirfg  of  Egypt  entered  his  territories   with  an 
Army  confifting  of  twelve  hundred  chariots,   fixty 
thoufand  horfe,    and   innumerable    Troops   and 
Allies.     The  Egyptian  Monarch  ravaged  ail  the 
Country,  laid  fieg^  to  the  fortified   Cities,  and 
took  them,  after  which,  he  marched  his  Army  up 
to  the  Capital.     On  this  occafion  Shemaiah,  the 
-^Prophet,  was  fent  again   to  Rehobpam,    and  he 
informed  both  King  and  People  the  vifitation  Was 
from  God;  on  account  of  their  idolatry  and  dif- 
jobedience,  they  Ihould  all  be  carried  away  Cap- 
live  into   Egypt.     Lively,  and  moft  diftrefsful, 
were  the  lamentations  of  King  and  People,  and  by 
thus  humbling  thcmfelves   before   the   Lord,  by 
devoutly   acknowledging  their  fins,  and  feeking 
caineftly  to  Him,   they  avoided  a  part   of  their 
pufiifhraent,  and   its   feverity.     God    would   not 
utterly  deftroy  Jiidah ;  they  fliould  now.  only  be- 
come tributary.     The  Egyptian  Monarch  accom-^ 
panied  by  his   General-Officers,  and  a  fmall  part 
of  his  Army,  marched  through  the  City  of  Jeru^ 
falem,  plundered  the  Temple   andt'he  Palaces, 
and  carried  away  with  them,  all  the  golden  fbields 
which  Solomon,  when  he  rode  in  ftate,  caufcd  aL 
ways  to  be  carried  before  him,  and  which  hung 
up  in  the  Royal  Portico,  the  funerb   entrance  to 
Ifi's  Palace. 
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After  this  very  difgraceful  plunder,  and 
Shifliak's  return  to  Egypt,  Rehoboam  reigned 
twelve  years  in  Judah,  and  died  at  JeruWem^ 
in  the  fifty-eighth  year  of  his  ?ge,  and  in  the 
Seventeenth  of  his  reign. 


A      B      I      J    A      M. 


THIS  Prince  was  a  favourite  Son  of  Reho, 
boam,  by  Maachah  daughter  of  Abifhalom. 
He  afcendcd  the  Throne  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 
his  afje,  nine  hundred  and  fixty  years  before  the 
birth  of  Chrift,  in  the  year  of  the  World  3044. 

Abijam  was  an  a£live,  fpirited  young  Prince, 
of  great  courage,  and  maitial  prowcfs.  He 
commanded  a  powerful  Army,  of  no  lefs  than 
four  hundred  thoufand  men,  and  with  unwearied 
affiduity,  and  moll  eager  zeal,  he  endeavoured 
to  unite  again  the  Kingdoms  of  Judah  and  Ifrael; 

for 
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for  this  purpofe  he  boldly  marched  his  Army 
againft  Jeroboam,  and  encamped  on  the  fame 
Mount  with  the  Army  of  Ifrael,  and  not  very  far 
from  the  borders  of  Ephraim,  Jeroboam's  Army 
Confided  of  twice  the  number  of  Abijam's.  Both 
Kingdoms  were  idolaters,  the  true  worfhip  of 
God  was  negle£led  and  laid  afide  in  both.  Abi- 
jam  praflifed  all  the  aboniinations  of  his  Father, 
but  notwithftanding  he  was  an  idolater,  Abijam 
on  the  field  of  battle,  in  a  fpirited  and  fl:udied 
fpeech,  harangued  the  Army  of  his  adverfary, 
upbraided  them  ftiarply  for  their  meannefs  and 
revolt,  and  even  for  their  idolatrv. 

Jeroboam  availed  himfelf  of  Abijam*s  earned 
warmth,  and  of  what  he  was  about,  and  by  an 
artful  piece  of  General/hip,  filed  oflp  party  after 
party,  and  by  degrees  furrounded  his  whole 
Army ;  in  a  moment  and  fituation  fo  alarming,  the 
fpirited  young  Prince  and  all  his  People,  de- 
voutly andmoftTerVently  add'reffed  themfelves  to 
God  in  prayer.  Abijam  ordered  the  trumpets  to 
found,  a  general  fliout  throughout  all  his  Army, 
the  battle  to  commence,  ^nd  they  gallantly  fought 
tJieir  way,  through  all  the  troops  of  Ifiael,  and 
fo  immerife  and  bloody  was  the  Slaughter,  they 
|kit  to  the  fwbrii  five  hundred  thoufand'  Ifraelites. 

F  f  f  a  Jeroboam 
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,  yeroboam  was  hereby  To  much  weakened  and 
di(maycH,  he  lieverhad  afterwards  courage  05 
ftrcrigth  to  oppofe  Abijam-  ,;^, 

Ahhough  this  Prince  acquired  fuch  great 
power,  and  infpired  his  troops  with  fomuch 
true  fpirit  and  magnanimity,  Abijam  reigned 
only  three  years,  and  then  died  at  Jerufalem 
leaving  (to  lament  his  death)  nolcfs  than  fourteen 
w  ives  and  two  and  twenty  5ons< 


n 
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¥n  thfc  year  of  the  World,  3047^  and  nine 
f-  hundred  and  fifty  feven  years  before  the  birth 
6f  our  Saviour,  Afa,  a  Son  of  Abijam,  at  a  verv 
early  age  was  proclaimed  King  of  Judah. 


Af» 


3047- 
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AtdL  grew  iip  an  amiable  and  religious  Prin^iej^ 
ind'byhis  wifdotri  and  piety,  he  confirmed  thf 
fcftablifliment  in  Jerufaleni  to  his  family.  As 
during  the  ten  firft  years  of  hi^  Reign,  Afa  wa» 
bleftwith  peace,  he  had  wifely  and  bufily  emi 
ployed  himfelf  in  deftroying  the  heathenilh  abbw 
ftiinations  of  his  predeceffors,  and  he  depofed  hi* 
own  Gtand-mother,  for  patronizing  idolatry,' 
thp  King  burnt  to  atfhes  the  idol  flie  had  fet  upi 
ftear  the  Brook  Kidron,  its  name  was  Horror, 
and  he  commanded  them  to  throw  the  powderecj 
afhes  into  the  waten 

The  People  paid  fo  much  veneration,  and  had 
teen  fo  long  indulged  and  accuftomed  to  go  up 
to  worfliip  on  the  high  places,  this  truly  virtuous 
Prince  does  not  feem  to  have  had  influence  and 
authority  enough  to  fupprefs  it,  and  many  of 
them  went  up  with  very  pious  views  and  much 
feeming  devptioui  Afa's  own  heart  was  faid  t<^ 
bave  been  perfeft  with  the  Lord  his  God. 

The  king  at  this-  tinie  fet  out  on  a  journey 
through  his  Kingdom,  to  encourage  his  People 
in  the  tfiie  worfhip  of  Jehovah.  Afa  rcpaire4 
and  fortifyed  his  Cities,  and  all  his  important 
pofts,  the  boundaries  and  frontiers  of  his  Domi- 
njions,  and  he  maintained  a  Handing  Army  of 
five  hundred  and  eighty  thqufand  men* 
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ft  was  foon  after  Afa's  return,  t^athis  Kingdom 
vas  invaded.  TKe  King  of  Ethiopia  entered 
Judaea  with  an  Army  confiding  of  no  Icfs  than  a 
million  of  Troops,  and  Zcra  the  Ethiopian  Prince 
commanded  them  in  perfon.  Afa's  truft  was  in 
God,  and  the  pious  King  addreffed  him  in  avery 
devout  and  fervent  prayer,  "  Help  us  O  Lord 
*'  God,  we  rely  upon  Thee,  in  thy  name  we  en- 
«*  gage  this  multitude/'  Afa  marched  his  Army 
againft  Zera,  and  he  met  him  at  Marefhah,  a 
moft  bloody  battle  was  fought,  the  Ethiopian 
Prince,  and  all  his  mighty  Hoft  were  totally 
iouted^  Zera  difgracefuUy  fled  back,  and  Afa 
returned  home  glorious  and  laden  with  fpoilsj 
the  King  made  a  moft  magnificent,  and  triumphal 
entry  into  Jerufalem,  and  dedicated  his  fpoils  to 
God  his  Deliverer,  and  to  the  fervice  of  the 
Temple.  Afa  then  fet  about  repairing  the  great 
Altar,  and  to  celebrate  his  viftory,  fent  an  invi- 
tation to  all  ftrangers  as  well  as  natives,  to  come 
to  the  Temple,  and  join  in  the  grand  folcmnities 
of  worfhip,  Afa  with  royal  munificence  on  this 
occafion,  offered  up  feven  hundred  oxen,  and 
feven  thoufand  fheep. 

On  the  minds  of  all  his  fubjefts,  the  King 
awfully  impreffed  the  moft  facrcd  and  folemn 
obligations  to  virtue,  binding  them  by  the  con- 
fcientious  appeal  of  an  oath,  devoutly  taken  at  .> 

the 
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the  Alt^r,  that  they  would  continue  the  true 
worlhip  of  God  to  their  lives  cqd,  and  be  iflued 
ont*a  proclamation  and  publick  edi£t  throughput 
his  Kingdom,  commanding  all  and  every  one  qf 
.his  fubjcQis,  who  fliould  be  hereafter  found  to 
have  broke  this  his  folemn  oath  and  en^gement, 
to  bepunilhed  with  death* 

Upon  the    King's    pious,    hearty,    and  very 
friendly  invitation,  many  Ifraelites  flocked  to  the 
Temple,  attended   its  worftiip,  and  repaired  af- 
.terwardij  to  the  ftandard  of  Afa. 

i  Baafha  the  reigning  King  of  Ifracl,  feeing  Afa*j 
high  profperity  and  fuccefs,  feized  up©n  the  City 
of  Ramah,  and  began  fortifying  it,  he  thought  it 
a  valuable  and  important  poft,  where  he  could 
place  a  guard,  and  prevent  a  communication 
between  the  two  Kingdoms  fo  injurious  to  his 
own.  Afa  was  at  this  time  fuffering  under  a  fc- 
vere  bodily  illnefs,  racked  by  a  painful  fit  of 
the  gout,  and  his  conduQ:  has  been  palliated  by 
his  fuflerings  and  impatience  under  it.  Afa  for- 
warded an  Embafly  to  the  City  of  Damifcus,  and 
"prefented  to  Benhadad,  a  valuable  and  facrilc- 
gious  gift,  of  all  the  gold  and  (ilver  in  the  Trea- 
fury  of  the  Temple,  and  he  alked  his  afEftance 
againft  Ifrael.  Afa  wrote  him  to  this  effeft.  A 
league  is  yet  fubfifting  between  mc  and  thee,  and 

between 
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jbet¥r.een  my  Father  and  thine  ^  I  here  prerent  di6*' 
with  gold  and  filver,  come  and  break  thy  leagtiic 
with  Baafha  King  of  Ifrael;  Benhadad,  th^j 
Syrian  Prince  accepted  his  prefents,  and  fent  ai| 
Army  to  the  northern  parts  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Ifrael,  which  were  the  neareft  to  Damafcus,  but 
jBoft  remote  from  thofe  parts  where  Baaflia  wa« 
employed,  and  he  fmote  the  Cities  of  Ijon  and 
Dan,  with  thofe  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  all 
Jthc  land  of  Naphibali — upon  which  Baafha  de- 
fined from  his  foitifications  of  Ramah,  and  went 
to  defend  his  own  Kingdom,  and  he  drove  off 
with  fpeed  to  Tirzah  his  Capital.  As  foon  a» 
^*  Baaflia  M  left  Ramah,  Afa  aflembled  all  his 
People,  none  w^re  exempted,  and  they  took, 
jtway  the  very  fiones  of  Ramah,  and  all  the  timber^ 
and  Afa  built  two  other  Cities  with  them,  Geb^ 
^f  Benjamin,  and  Mizpab. 

Upon  the  King's  firft  application  tp  Benhada^, 
Hananlthe  Prophet  went  immediately  to  the  Pa- 
lace, and  he  put  Afa  in  mind  of  his  many  former 
.conquefts,  and  that^  very  fignal  one,  over  the 
mighty  Hoft  of  Ethiopia,  aqd  prophetically  told 
|iim,  henceforth  he  fhou.ld  have  war,  his  confi- 
dence in  Syria  was  ill  placed,  for  he  well  knew, 
his  addreffes  and  pious  applications  to  God  had 
Jiitherto  been  always  anfwered;  **  the  eyes  of  the 
■y  Lord  (the  Prophet  fnid)  ran  too  and  fro  in  the 
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^^  earth,  tf}  (hew  himfelf  ftrong  in  behalf  of  thofb 
**  who  rely  on  him;  herein  thou  hadlj  done  fooi^i 
•*  ifljiy/*  On  fo  grave  and  very  ferious  a  rebuke 
the  King  grew  warm,  and  be  ordered  the  Prophiet 
linder  confinement  in  the  prifon-houfe. 

Afa  reigned  three  years  after,  but  during  the 
whole  time  he  was  languifhing  under  a  painful 
fwelling  and  gout  in  his  feet,  and  it  is  recorded  of 
faim  (as  blan^able)  that  during  his  whole  difeafe^ 
he  did  not  addrefs  himfelf  to  Qod^  but  tp  the 
Phyficians  only. 

Afa  died  in  the  forty-firft  year  of  his  Reign,  hii 
body  was  embalmed,  and  they  laid  him  on  a  bedi 
of  flate,  aud  covered  him  with  fpices  and  odorife^ 
rous  perfumes,  and  afterwards  magnificently 
buried  him  in  his  own  Sepulchrei  in  the  City  of 
Djaivid,  injerufalem. 


Yj)u  J,  G  g  g        JEHOSOPHAT; 


TN  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  Jchofophat 
^  Son  of  Afa,  afcended  tlie  Throne  of  Judah. 
In  the  year  of  the  World  3087,  and  nine  hun- 
dred and  fcventeen  years   before  the  birth  of  oyr 

Saviour, 

Tehoram  the  eldeft  Son  of  this  Prince,  was 
highly  pleafed  with  tne  perfon  of  one  of  the 
Daughters  of  Ahab,  King  of  Ifrael,  and  his  Father 
r^ave  his  confent  to  his  making  her  a  propofal  of 
Marriage. 

Jehoram  joyfully   repaired    to  the    Court    of 
Samaria,  Ahab  politely  received  him,  and  granted 


3087. 


his 
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hbrequeft,  Jehoram  paid  Ks  addreffes  to  Athar- 
liah,  and  he  married  her;  to  celebrate  tWs  wee- 
ding, Ahab  invited  Jehofophat  to  his  Court,  and 
very   fumptaoufly  entertained    him.     Ifrael    and 
Syria   were  at  thi^  time  engaged  in  War,    and 
Ahab  had  already  laid   liege   to  Raraoth-Gilead, 
(a  City  then  in  the  poffeffion   of  the  Syrians,)  and 
he  invited  Jehofophat  his  gueft  to  acci>mpany  him 
to  the  Camp.     The.  King  of  |udah,  off  his  guard, 
mod    thoughtlefsly     aflented;   a     bloody    battle 
was  fought  before  the  Town ;  Ahab  had  changed 
his    own    drefs    and   difguifed  himfelf,    but     he 
propofed  to  Jehofophat  to  fight  in  his  royal  robes, 
for  (fays  he)  thou  art  no  objeft  of  the  Syrians  rage ; 
thus.fignaHy  diftinguifhed,  Jehofophat,  by  being 
taken  for  Ahab,    was  fpeedily   in  the  very  heat 
of  all  the  battle.     He  was  violently  perfecuted, 
and  in  the  extremeft  danger;  by  a  random  (hot, 
in   this    critical    moment,    Ahab    was     mortally 
wounded,   furioufly.   the   battle  raged,    bleeding 
and  dying,  they  held  up  Ahab  in  his  chariot,  to 
entourage   his  foldiers,  and  induce  the    Enemy 
(who  had  found  him  out)  to  believe  him  ftill  ani^ 
mating  his  troops,  and  enforcing  his  commands. 
Ahab  lived  only  until  fun-fet,  and  on  his  death  a 
retreat  was  inftantly   founded;   the  Ifraeliteis  con- 
veyed his  body  to  Samaria,  and  there  they  buried 
him.      His    chariot,    fwimming  with  Wood,    wa» 
G  g  g  2  wafhed 
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Jchofophai*5  unwife   alTefit,  and  miftakcncon-p 
duftj  was  foon  noticed    ind  reproved,    upon  hii 
tcturn  to  Jcrufalera    the  Prophet  Jehu  vas  fcnt 
to  hito,  he  gravely  rtprefertted  to  thfe   King,  the 
error  he  had  fallen  into,  how   very   impfopcr  it 
Vks  in  him  to  be  aiding  and  aflifling  thofe>  vfha 
profcffed  thcmfelves  the  Enemies  of  God.    But 
hotwithftanding    (the    Prophet    added)     he  vrai 
dire3ed  to  tell  him^  God  would  forgive  and  ac- 
cept him>  bccaufe  he  had  taken  away  the  Idola- 
trous Groves,  and  his  heart  was  not  alienated  frorri 
his  fcrvicei  fo  very  kind  and  gentle  a  reproof 
ivon  upon  the  pious  King,  he  fet   about  clearing 
his  whole  Kingdom  of  all  their  idols  and  groves^ 
and  he  went  himfelf  from  Beer-fheba^  even  to 
Mount  Ephraim,  ihe  two  cJctrcitiities  of  his  King, 
dom,  and  exhorted  all  his  fubjeSs  to  the   true 
worfhip  of  God,  and  the  King  fent  Levitcs  round 
to  every  Town  iand  Cityjh  his  Kingdom,  with  cor- 
teft  copies  of  thfe  law,  and  the  five  books  of  Mofes. 

On  Jehofopbat's  return  to  Jerufalem,  be  tevifed 
iiimfelf  all  his  laws,  civil  and  religious,  publick 
and  private,  fortified  his  Cities,  and  garrifoned 
them,  and  he  regulated  and  eftablifhed  an  exad: 

qtconomy 
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Scotiamf  through.Qu;t  all  his  family  aii^f  hcjifiH 
hoid.  .^ 

It  lii^as  ip  the  Utter  cfnd  of  his  feign,  .that,  the 
Moabites  and  Ammonites  were  confedcrafes,  m(i 
vith  a  vaft  and  formidable  Aripy,  they  liAvacled. 
Judacs^,  and  proceeded  a^  f^r  as  Engedi,  wkhim 
thirty-iix  miles  of  bis  Capital;  Jeholophat  very. 
V^ifely  and  devoutly  addrcffed  himfelf  to  God,  Uf. 
bc|[an  with  proclaiming  throughoat  all  hh  King- 
dom, a  general  faft.  He  Called  a  council  frp«i 
among  the  Elders  and  Heads  of  ail  his  Peoplq^ 
and  fumntoned  his  Nobles  to  Jerufalem.  The; 
King  officiated  himfelf  in  the  fervices  of  the  Tem** 
pie,  publickly  and  devoutly  worfhipping  Go<t, 
ivith  all  his  People,  and  God  by  his.  Prophet 
Jehazid,  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  aflure  him  of . 
fucc^ts  and  dclivc^rance,  and  fo  fpeedy,  it  flioulcf 
happen  on  the  very  next  day..  Thus  encourage^ 
at  day-brealc,  Jehofophat  arofe  and  begun  h^s 
ftiarch,  when  the  Army  came  near  Takon,  he 
Commanded  them  to  halt,  and  the  King  there 
inade  a  highly  animating  and  pathetic:  fpeech  to 
all  hi^  People,  ending  with  a  fure  promife  of 
Glory  and  Viftory,  would  ihey  but  place  4  firm 
reliance  and  truft  in  God. 

In  the  front  of  his  Army,  Jehofophat  placed  ^ 
fow  of  fingers^  and  muficians,  dkefling  them  afl 

whert 
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ilicn  the  trumpets  blew  up,  with  heart  and  voict 
to  burft  out  into  one.  grand  chorus,     **  Praifc  yei 
*'  ihe  Lord,  for  He  is  gQod»  His  mercy  endurethJ 
**  for  ever,"     When  this  Anthem  was  (truck  up| 
en  hearing  the  Jcwilh  mnficand  the  voices   thcj 
Enemy   were  (0    adoni filed,   all    was    terror    and 
alarm,  a  phrcnfy  and  general  panick  ran  througli 
all  their  Camp,  furious  and  frantic,  they  felt  upon 
one    another,     the    Moabites    and    Ammonites, 
flanghtering  and   killing  each   other,     A  viElorv 
^as  thus  obtained,  and  Judah  had  not  drawn  a 
fwurd, 

Jebofophat  as  foon  as  ever  he  arrived  at  tbe 
field,  found  it  covered  over  with  the  dead  bodies 
of  the  (lain,  and  the  fpoils  ^vere  more  than  they 
could  carry  off;  three  whole  days  they  gathered 
it,  and  on  the  fourth  they  alTembled  all  together, 
returning  thanks  to  God,  their  Almighty  Deli- 
verer. 


Jebofophat,  with  his  victorious  Army,  in  high 
feftivity,  entered  Jerufalem  in  triumph.  Tlie 
remainder  of  his  life  was  peace  uninteruptedly 
enjoyed. 

The  King  now  employed  his  People  at  home, 
in  naval  occupations,  and  he  built  ten  fliips  to 
fail  to  Tarfhifli,  and  thence  to  Ophir  to   bring 

back 
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back  gold.  Ahaziah  Son  of  Ahab,  was  then 
King  of  Ifrael,  and  he  was  very  defirous  of 
joining  with  Jehofophat,  in  the  advantages*  of 
this  traffick  and  fea  voyages,  but  the  good  Kir.g 
having  been  warned,  and  already  chaftiled  by 
God  for  this  fin,  fhcwed  the  fnicerity  of  his 
repentance,  by  not  fufFering  himfelf  to  be  per- 
fuaded  to  repeat  it. 

During  the  four  laft  years  of  Jehofophat'i 
reign,  the  King  admitted  his  eldeft  Son  to  Iharc 
with  him,  thehonouis  of  his  Government,  at  th^ 
end  of  thofc  four  years,  he  died  in  his  Palace  at 
Jerufalem,  and  left  Jchoram  fole  Regent,  King 
of  Judah. 

A  very  magnificent  tomb  is  ftill  fhewn  in  the 
Valley  of  Jehofophat,  cut  out  of  a  folid  rock, 
divided  into,  feveral  apartm.ents,  in  one  of  which, 
is  feen  his  tomb,  with  a  ftately  portico,  and  an 
entablature  over  it. 


HERE   ENDS  THE   riRST  BOOK  OI"  KINGS. 


JEHORAM 


SECOND  BOOK  OF  KINGS. 


J     E     H     O     R     A    M, 


T  T  PON  the  death  of  Jchofophat,  Jehoram  hig 
*-^  Son  at  the  age  of  thirty-two^  was  proclaimed 
JKingof  Judah.  Eight  hundred  and  ninety  two 
years  before  the  birth  of  thrift,  anid  in  the  year 
jof  the  World,  3112. 

Jchoram  now  reigned  alone,  and  having  loft 
the  wife,  religious  reftraint,  and  good  advice  of 
lys  Father,  this  young  Prince  became  a  Have  tQ 

jP^ejudiQCk 
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]^rejudice  andpaffion,  and  exhibited  a  difpofitiort 
ind  condua,  mod  unnatural,  and  unlike  hrs  Anf 
<ieftors« 

The  reign  of  Jehoram,  proved  fliort;  but  it 
Vas  full  of  ignominy  and  difhonour;  the  connec-i» ' 
tion  be  had  fornied  in  early  life,  at  the  age  of 
feventeen,    with    the    impious    and    idolatrous 
daughter  of  Ahab,  King  of  Ifrael,  proved  a  fad 
fource  of  family  forrow  and  difgrace,  as  this  un-* 
Jiappy  Prince,    gave  himfelf  up  entirely   to  the 
guidance  of  the  Queen,  a  flave  to  her  impiety, 
and  all  her  odious  abominations.     Jehoram  way 
fiot  contented  to  become  himfelf  an  Idolater,  but 
he  ufed  hi^  power  and  royal  authority,  to  compel 
all  his  fubjefts  to  a  like  worfhip.     His  Reign  was 
diftinguilhingly  wicked  and  abandoned,    unnatu-* 
Tially  bafe,  cruel  and  bloody.     His  Nobles,   he 
wantonly  murdered  at  pkafure^  and  affeffinated 
no  lefs  than  fix  young  Princes,  his  own  Brothers 
who  by  the  wife  appointment  of  his  Father,  occu- 
J)ied  pofts  of  honour,  were  Governors  of  Cities 
and  liberally  provided  for  by  Government.  Such 
grofs  impiety,  and  vei^y  criminal  condu£(,    was 
not  long  unnoticed,  a  figna-l  and  very  extraor- 
dinary   punifliment    foon'   overtook    Jehorant. 
Elijah  the  Prophet,  wrote  the  King  a  letter,  and 
fent  it  to  the  Palace,  informing  him,  his  devia- 
tioo  from. the  ways  of  his  pious  Anceftors,  and 
'    VoL^  I  Hhh  'the 
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ibe  Cruel  murder  of  his  own  Brothers  (who  %vcr6 
:fir  more  virtijous  charade rs  than  himlcif)  wa& 
hig!^l/  difplcdfing  to  Godj  and  it  had  brought 
down  upon  him  His  vengeance;  the  plague 
feould  Fjow  rage  in  Judaea,  and  deftroy  his  fub- 
jetts,  a  painful  and  incurable  difeale  very  Aortly 
afilitt  himfcif ;  Jchoram  endurtd  the  excrutiaiing 
torments  of  a  bloody  flux  two  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  tiTxie,  his  bowels  guftied  out,  and  the 
Kingingrea^t  agony  expired-  After  his  death, 
his  royal  Palace  was  plundered^  his  Wives  and 
all  his  Sons  carried  away  captrpc,  except  Ahaziah 
his  youngeft. 

After  Jehoram  had  reigned  eight  years,  he  died 
defpifed  and  unlaoientcd.  Without  honour  or 
even  any  (hew  of  pomp  or  royalty  he  was  buried 
privately  in  the  Sepulchre  of  the  Kings  of  Judali^ 
and  in  the  City  of  David* 


AHAZIAlf 


Ill   II  11"  ".  I  If!    ^'* 


A    H    A    Z    I    A    H, 


AT  the  age  of  two  and  twenty,  this  young 
Prince  fucceeded  his  Father  Jchoram.  In 
the  year  of  the  World,  3120,  and  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-five  years  before  the  birth  of  out  Sa- 
viour. 

Aha^iah  was  a  Sdn  of  Jehoram's  by  Athaliah 
Daughter  of  the  King  of  Ifrael,  and  he  was 
therefore  a  Son-inJaw  of  the  houfe  of  Ahab. 

During  a  Reign  of  only  one  year,  little  is 
recorded  of  this  young  Prince,  except  a  very 
un*ufual  and affeftionate  attachment  to  Jchorain, 
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line  reigning  King  of  Ifracl,  together  witli  his 
fudden  death  by  order  of  Jehu,  when  that  Priiicc 
was  executing  the  vengeance  of  the  Almighty  oa 
ftll  the  family  of  Ahab* 

Soon  after  his  proclamation  and  the  ceremonies 
of  biii  coronation  in  Jerufalem^  Ahaziah  fet  out 
on  a  vifit  to  his  Uncle,  at  the  Court  of  Samaria* 
[ehoram  in  a  bloody  battle,  he  had  lately  fought* 
tcceivcd  a  deep  and  dangerous  wound,  which 
confined  him  fome  months  to  his  bed;  Ahaziah 
bore  him  company  all  the  time,  refpeftfully 
attending  upon  him  in  perfon,  alleviating  his 
hours  of  ficknefs  and  pain^  by  daily  intercourfc 
and  mofl  friendly  fympathy ;  a  fingular  and 
very  ftriking  feature  in  the  very  (hort  reign  of 
this  youn^  Prince. 

It  wa«  foon  after  Jehoram*s  recovery,  when 
the  two  Kings  were  of  a  party  together,  the  King 
of  Ifrael  was  flain  by  Jehu,  one  of  his  General- 
Officers,  and  Jehu  fent  a  detachment  from  his 
Troops  to  overtake  Ahaziah ;  highly  alarmed 
Ahaziah  had  croffed  over  a  private  road,  which 
led  through  a  garden  not  far  from  Megiddp,  where 
he  was  overtaken,  carried  firft  to  Saniaria  and 
afterwards  flain  at  Megiddo,   ^ 

The  body  of  the  King  wjis  from  thence  carried 
%y   hijs  fervants  to  Jerulalem,  and  laid  in  the 
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*oyal  Sqpulchre.  Ahaziah  had  afccndcd  the 
throne  of  Judah  only  one  year,  and  he  left  an 
infant  Son,  named  Joafh,  who  was  concealed,  to« 
gether  with  his  nurfe  in  a  bed-chamber  in  th^ 
Temple,  and  afterwards  crowned  in  Jerufalem. 


A    T    H    A    L    I    A    H, 


THE  Daughter  of  Ahab,  and  Mother  of 
Ahaziahy  at  this  time  Queen  Dowager  of 
Judah,  ufurped  the  Government  in  the  year  of 
the  World,  3121,  and  eight  hundred  and  eighty^ 
four  years  before  the  birth  of  our  Saviour. 

The  fad  fcene  of  bloodfhed    and  diftra6lion 

'  X^ow  at  this  period,  with  the  fate  of  the  Royal 

^families  of  both  Ifrael  and  Judah,  cannot  be 

jread  without  horror  and  weeping';  Ahab's  off- 

fpring  all  cut  off  for  their  idolatry,   and    the 

unfor- 


unfortunate  and   iil-judged   affinity  of  Jdiwant, 
occationed  a  totaldeilruttion^  by  three  iucceffive 
niaflacrefj    of  the   blood  royal  of  Judah^    one 
Imall  branch   only  exceptedj  aiid  he  an  infant  in 
his    nurfes    arms.      Good     Jehofophat    pioufjy 
wifhed  this  union  and  family  conipaEl  migluhave 
united  the  two    Kingdoms   under   onehead^  and 
one  religion,  but  it  proved   the  fad  fource  of  the  , 
very  foreft  calamities.    Athaliah  refolved  David's 
family  ftiould  not  outlive  Ahab's^  and  flie  mur^ 
dered  all  the  blood   royal,  utterly    to  extinguifli 
the  race  of  Jehofophat,  and  fecurc,  firflforher- 
fclf,  and  afterwards  for  her  children,  the  Throne 
of  Judah,     Athaliah  was  thus  glutting  her  revenge 
for  the  murder  of  all  her  Father  Ahab's  Family, 
and  providing   for  her  own  defence  againft   the 
perfecution  of  Jchiij  who  had  waded   his  way  to 
the  throne  of  Ifrael  through  the  blood  of  three 
toyal  Princes^  feventy  Sonsof  Ahab,  and  all  who 
were  conne6led  or  related  to  the  family.     Jehu 
was  employed  as  tberod  of  the  Almighty,  to  exe- 
cute his  vengeance  on  the  houfe  of  Ahab,  and 
bring  about  this  deftru£lion  of  his  family,    and . 
total  revolution  in  the  £mpire» 

Athaliah  was,  no  doubt,  viewing  the  death  and 
extirpation  of  her  family  with  horror,  and  the 
Queen  gloried  in  the  meails  of  indulging  her  ftf- 
venge. 

From 
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'  Frott  ainiclft  the  bloody  aja4  htjirrid  flaughtcr  aC 
|€f  afalem,  an  infrnt  of  a  year  olij^  vr aji  fecretedby 
hh  Aunt   Jebo(hcba>    Sifter    to  Abaziah,   andt 
Baughter  of  Jeboram  King  of  Jtidab,  this  Prin* 
ccfs  wai5  married  to  Jehoida  the  High-Prieft,  and 
jfce,    unknown  to'  AthaJiah,    contrived  &ft  %o 
lade  him  in  a  bed-chamber,  and    then  convey 
tlim  and  his  nurfe^  out  of  the  Palace^  to  anrapartr^ 
«umt  ia  the  Temple^  and  the  youiog  Prince  conu 
linued  thus  fecreted  under  die  care  of  his  Uiicle 
lind  Aunt  fix  years^    afid  in  the  feventh^   thd 
Kigh^i^rieil  Hummamed  a  council^  concerted  adi 
hk  plmsy  wkh  great  jadgfaent  and  privacy  zS&bi^ 
bted  the   Nobles^   Priefts^    Levites  and  Elders, 
jtnd  intepeftcd  tkem  ali  in  favour  o£  the  young 
Prince,  and  the  intended  revolution,  Gqd  (he 
fiiid)  wa-s  not  Hni^Mtidfol  of  his  promifesto  Judali. 
Jehoida  then  namtd  a  day  for  apublick  meetings 
and  before  the  fwhok    affeiafely,    be    produced 
Joalh  the  yo*Mig  Prince,  and  caufed  every  perfcffu 
jprefeF/t  to  take  the  oath   of  allegiance  to  hiii^ 
Trhc  High-Prieft  had  colleQ;cdala«ge  quantity  of 
arms  and  he  now  fupplied  all  the   People  witft 
weapons  of  every  fort,  and  thus  accoutred,,  he 
divided  them  into  three  parties,  one  of  which  he 
appointed'  to  aS  as  Body-Guard  to  the  perfon  q£ 
ihe  youn^  Prince,  and  Jehoida  now  in  the  pre?, 
fence  of  all  the  People,  placed  the  Crown  upoa 
the  h?ad  of  Joalh,  and  thje  book  of  the  law  in  his 

band 


SnJ,  vith  thefe  cnfigns  of juftice  and  royalty; 
he  anointed  him,  and  with  found  of  trumpet^* 
martial  mufic  and  loud  acclamations,  Joafii  was 
proclaimed  King  of  Judah.     The  Queen  alarmed 
tt  the  (houts^  acclamations,  and  found  of  tnim-. 
pets*  left  her  Palace,  (he  ran  Haftily  to  the  Tem^ 
pie,  and  to  the  porch  belonging  to  the  Priefts* 
from  whence  flie  rufhcd  into  the  midft   of  thtf 
affembly,  in  furprize  and  aftonilhment   Ihc  be-, 
held  the   infant  King,  with   the   Crown   on  hii 
head,  as  he  ftood  agaiaft  a  pillar,  and  the  Noblca 
and     Trumpeters    around    him,     fhouting,    and 
blowing    the    trumpets ;    Athaliah    roared    out^ 
Treafon  ! —  Treafon  ! —  in  furious  diftraaion  fbe 
TGnthcrbair,  {he  rent  her  garments  and  Ihe  wept 
aloud;  Jehoida  commanded  the  Guard  to  fcize 
the  Queen's  Perfon,  and  convey  her  out  of  the 
Temple,  and  flay  all  and  every  one  who  fliould 
attempt  to  refcuc  her.     The  foldiers  dragged  her 
to  an  outer*gate,  and  there  they  flew  Athaliah^ 
She  had  tyranized  over  Judah  fix  years,  and  the 
fireets  of  Jerufaiem  had  long  been  ftreaming  with 
blood« 

Jehoida,  the  High-Prieft,  now  Viceroy  and 
Invefted  with  the  Supreme  Authority,  entered 
into  a  covenant  with  the  People,  and  bound  theni 
by  a  moft  folemn  engagement  to  ferve  the  Lord, 
and  he  made  another  covenant  between  the  infant 
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King  and  his  fubjefts.  Jehoida  then  fet  out 
on  a  journey  through  the  Kingdom,  and  in  per- 
ion  aflifted  in  pulling  down  and  deftroying  all 
the  images,  demoliihing  their  Altars  and  Tem- 
plcsj  and  with  ,his  own  hands,  as  if  divinely  in- 
Ijpired,  Jehoida  flew  Mattan,  the  High-Prieft  of 
BaaU 

Jehoida  purified  the  Temple  at  Jerufalera, 
from  the  corruptions  and  abominations  which 
had  crept  into  it,  and  he  fettled  the  young  King 
in  the  royal  Palace,  after  he  had  with  fo  much 
fpirit  and  bravery  put  him  in  poffefBon  ofhia 
Kingdom. 

In  this  very  fignal  manner,  the  providence  o£ 
God,  preferved  the  rac^  of  his  fervant  David^i 
when  in  danger  of  a  total  extinftion. 


Vot.  I;  jii  JO  ASH 
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TN  tbe  year  of  the  Worid,  3127,  and  eight 
-^  hundred  and  feventy-eight  years  before  Chnli; 
at  feven  years  of  iigc,  this  young  Prince  began 
hia  Rv^igti,  and  his  Mother's  nime  was  Zibiah  of 
licer-tLeba.  -  ._.         »    -"TT"  - 

Jehoida  -was  Regent,  in  both  religious  and 
civil  affairs^  and  he  filled  the  polls  of  dignity 
and  office,  with  his  wife  and  brave  alliftants 
in  the  revolution,  he  reftor^d  the  purity  of  the 
Worfliip  of  Godj  and  the  ftated  facrilices  and 
iolemnities  of  the  Temple. 

Joafti  grew  up  rel^ious  and  gtateful,  un- 
weariedly  zealous  in  the  Worfliip  of  God,  during 
all  the  life  time  of  his  Uncte,  the  High-Prieft — 
lie  called  to  mind^  that  he  owed  his   very  fignal 
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prefervation  to  God,  He  had  raifed  him  to  the 
Tlirone  of  J u dab,  to  be  a  guardian  to  the  Tcin- 
pie,  and  a  reftorer  of  its  fervices  and  Worfhip^ 
The  Sons  of  Athaliah  had  impioufly  profaned  it, 
broke  up  its  Treafury,  and  wantonly  defaced  the 
buildincr,  and  the  King  repaired  the  breaches, 
and  railed  a  fund  to  defray  the  expence. 

The  life  of  Jeboida  was  lengthened  out  to  th^ 
age  of  one  hundred  and  thirty,  and  on  account 
of  his  many  and  fignal  fervices,  his  royal  connec-.^ 
tions,  and  very  ?imiable  and  worthy  charafler,  he 
was  buried  with  the  Kings  of  ju4ah,  \n  the  royal 
Sepulchre  at  Jerufalem.  [• 

At  th^  death  of  the  High-Prjeft,  the  Prince? 
imd  Jewifh  Nobles  affembled,  and  came  in  si 
body  to  the  Palace,  and  on  b^in^  admitted  to 
the  King,  they  rpfpeftfully  ancj  fubmiffively  paid, 
him  homage,  and  offered  up  a  petition  to  the 
throne,  requefling  leave  to  return  to  the  worfliip 
of  their  former  Gods,  to  fet  up  their  images,  and 
bow  down  to  Ba^l,  Joafh  indolent  and  un- 
guarded, weakly  and  moft  unwifely  granted  tbeir 
petition.  New  Altars  were  inflantly  raifed,  new 
Idols  made,  their  worfhip  again  intrqduced  in  all 
the  high  places  and  the  groves,  with  their  abomina- 
ble and  mofl  execrable  ceremonies.  The  Prophets 
Jnftantly  noticed  the  defeSion,  and  ftrenuoufly 
I  \i  t  forewarned 


forewarned  them  of  the  fad  miferics,  fuch  conduft 
would  afluredly  bring  both  on  King  and  People, 
vifely  reprcfenting  \he  balenefs  and  high  ingrati- 
tude of  their  idolatty — Judah  was  deaf  to  all 
admonition,  and  God  permitted  Hazael,  King  of 
Syria,  with  fire  and  fword  to  invade  Judaea,  and 
tit  vas  in  the  mid  ft  of  their  abominations  and  im- 
"piety,  the  Hebrews  were  all  delivered  into  his 
hands.  Hazael  forwarded  all  his  rich  fpoils  to 
Damafciis,  and  marched  his  Army  up  to  Jerufa-. 
1cm,  plundering  and  flaughtcring  throughout 
every  City;  Joafh  ftript  the  Temple,  and  his 
royal  Palace,  of  their  immenfe  riches  and  mag- 
nificent furniture,  and  gave  them  all  a  ranfom  to  ^ 
the  Syrian  Conqueror  ;  Hazael  thereupon  re-  H 
turned  back,  and  (elated  with  his  high  honoursj  H 
entered  Damafcus  in  triumph;  Joafh  was  at  that 
time,  feverely  fuffering  under  a  bodily  difeafe, 
biit  it  had  not  yet  endangered  his  life,  he  was 
murdered  in  his  bed  by  Zadab  and  Jehozadab, 
two  of  his  fervants,  at  the  head  of  a  confpiracy  at 
home.  Joafh  had  reigned  forty  years  in  Jerufa-^ 
lem,  and  they  buried  him  in  the  royal  Sepulchre 
in  the  City  of  David. 


AMAZIAH. 


A    M    A    Z    I    A   H. 


THIS  young  Ptince,  the  Son  of  Joaffi,  at  hi* 
Father*s  death,  afcended  the  Throne,  and 
•was  crowned  in  Jerufalem,  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  and 
in  the  year  of  the  World,  3167. 

Soon  after  his  coronation,  Amaziah  called  a 

council  from  his  Nobles,  and  Heads  of  his  Peo-. 

pie,    and    he  caufed   the  two  murderers  of  big 

Father  to   be  brought  before  him,  and  ordered 

them  to  a  publick    execution.      This  was  the 

young  King^s  wife,  and  firft  exertion  of  his  power. 

The    commencement    of  his  Reign  was  diftin« 
guifhed  for  piety,  and  by  many  glorious  viftories, 

he  maintained  an  Army  of  three  hundred  thou- 

fand  men,  and  he  took  into  his  pay,  a  hundred 

thoufand  more  of  Ifrael,  at  a  time  he  was  marching 

3167. 

».  powerful 
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^powerful  Army  againft  Fdom,  but  a  little 
before  he  entered  their  Cnurtrv,  Amaziah  think- 
ing his  own  Army  rufficiently  po  verful,  hedifmif-. 
fed  all  the  Ifraeiitcs  and  fcnt  them  hoiite, 

Amariah's  expedUion  againft  Eclom,  wa^i  hish* 
}y  rucceforLil ;  he  returned  laden  wiLh  riches  and 
ipoils,  but  amongft  hU  other  ireaTure,  he  brought 
wiih  him  the  Imajres  and  Tdolsof  the  Edomite^'i, 
and  now  intoxicated  ivith  the  honours  and  g)ftry  of 
his  fuccefsj  Amaziah  caufed  them  to  be  fet  up  in 
Jcrufalem^  and  he  burnt  incenfe  tiimfeff  befqre 
them.  Fruitlefa,  and  all  in  vain,  were  the  re- 
proofs and  exhortations  of  the  Prophets,  no  rea- 
foning  would  reclaim  Amaziah,  and  God  left 
bim  to  the  fufferings  and  fad  cffefts  of  his  im- 

As  the  hundred  thoufand  Troops  (which  had 
been  hired  by  the  King)  were  paffing  back 
through  the  Towns  and  Cities  of  Judah,  dif- 
appointed  and  angry  at  their  difmiffion,  they 
pilfered,  plundered  and  laid  wafte  the  Country- 
Amaziah  elated  by  his  late  Viftories,  and  now 
in  the  moment  of  Triumph,  heard  of  theif 
conduft  ^  with  much  difpleafurc,  and  inftantly 
refolved  to  revenge  the  damages,  his  people 
and  his  cities  had  fuftained.  Self-confident 
?ind  vain,     Ama;£iah    fept  a    Challenge   to  the 

l^ing 
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King  of  Ifraci,  and  he  haughtily  laid,    "  Come 
let  us  look  one  another  in   the   face"  The  an- 
fv/er  returned    by    Joas,    was    couched  in   fo- 
voici^ii   difdain  ;  it   (was  familiar  with  the  Jews^ 
io   V. lap   u^  lIi^l-u    ia.ii^Lid^e    in  Allegory)     and 
joas    wToie    him,     "  The    Thiftle   that   was  in 
Lebanon  lent  to   the   Cedar  that  was  in  Leba- 
non, faying,  **  give   thy  Daughter  to  my  Son  to 
wife,"  and  there   pafled  by   a  wild  beaft    and 
trod  down  the  Thiftle,  with  no  lefs  eafe  fliall  my 
Ibldiers  tread  down  thee  and  thy  Army ;    Ama- 
ziah  fired  with  the  infult,  haftily  marched  with 
ail  his  Forces  to  meet  Joas,  but  the  Army  o£ 
Judah  was  totally  defeated,  and  Amaziah  taken 
prifoner,  the  King  of  Ifrael  led  his  viftoriou* 
Troops    all  through  Judaea,  entered  Jterufalem 
in  triumph,  he  broke   down  four  hundred  cu-^ 
bits  of  its  ftrong  Walls,  and  fome  of  its  ftrongeft. 
Towers  and  Fortifications,  plundered  the  Temple 
and  royal  Palaces;  ladea  with  itsCreafures  and  his 
fpoils,    and   as   many    hoftages  as  he   chofe  to 
demand,     He   left    Amaziah  at  Jerufalem    and 
marched  his  Army  back  to    Samaria,  enjoying 
iht  high  honours  of  a  fecond  Triumph. 

After  this  fore  difgrace  and  total  defeat, 
Amaziah^  lived  fifteen  years  in  Jerufalem,  at 
ihat  time  his  Nobles  formed  a  Confpirapy  to- 
lake  away  his  life^  upon  which^  he  fled  to  I-a- 
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chilh,  a  City  on  the  Frontiers  of  Judah»  he  did 
not  efcape  the  fnares  they  had!  lain  for  him, 
they  purfued  him  to  Lachilhy  and  Amaziah  was 
there  put  to  death. 

His  fervants  laid  his  Body  acrofs  d,  horfe, 
without  ftate,  or  even  decency,  and  they  placed 
iiim  in  the  royal  Sepulchre^  in  die  City  of 
David  in  Jerufalem* 


U    Z    Z    I  A   H. 


AT  the  age  of  fixtecn,  this  amiable  young 
Prince,  fucceeded  Amaziah  his  Father. 
In  the  year  of  the  World^  three  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  ninety-fix,  and  eight  hundred  and 
nine  years  before  Cbriftt  King  Uzziah  was  crown«f 
cd  at  Jerufalem. 

319^  oo 
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In  the  early  part  of  this  Prince's  reign,  he  wad    . 
diftinguifhed  for  his    piety    and  religious  Zeai, 
pious  himfelfy    and    well  advifed^  he  promoted 
the  worfliip    of  God  throughout  all  his  King<« 
dom.     God    was  pleafed  to  blefs  and   profper 
his  reign,  many    were   his   honours    and  much 
his  fuccefs,  he  engaged  the  Philiftine  Army,  the 
Arabs  and  the  Ammonites,  and  he  returned  vic- 
torious from  them  all.     Uzziah,  watchful    over 
the  profpcrity   of  Jerufalem,  repaired  the    Wall 
the  Ifraelitifh     King   had  fo    infultingly  broken 
down,  and  he  fortified  it  with  Turrets  and  ftrong 
Towers,  adding  greatly  to  its  fecurity,  and  they 
were  advantageous  polls     of   affault.      Uxziab^ 
conftruded  Machines  in  them  for  throwing  darts, 
ftones,  and  other  deftruftive  weapons  from  the 
Bulwarks,  the  Machinery    afforded  a  wonderful 
proof  of  the   progrefs,  and  dexterity   of  the  En- 
gineers, of  that  period.    In   many   of  his  Cities, 
as  well  as    at  Jerufalem,  Uzziah,    crefted  large 
itore-houfcs,    and  he    fupplicd     them    with    all 
neceffaries,  and   with   Arms    and  implements  of 
War.     This    Prince,  applied  himfclf  to  the  flu- 
dy  of  Agriculture  as  a  fcience,  and  grew  wealthy 
from  his  over-abounding   Crops,     He   fed  very 
numerous    Herds    of  Cattle,    and  he    dug    wells 
every  where   to   fupply    them.    Uzziah    planted 
many  Vine-yards,    and    built    cots  for    all    his 
haftandmcn,    and   Vine-drcffers.      In    time     of 

K  k  k     .  Peace, 
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Peace^bewas  thus  urefully  and  liappiiy  employed, 
but  Uzziah*s  higheil  glory  was  iti  Arms,  He 
Ifnaintaincd  an  Army  of  twothoufand  fix  hundred 
brave  officeriij  all  men  of  war^  and  three  hundred 
and  fevcn  thoufand  five  hundted  foldicrs,  com- 
pletely armed. 

In  high'profpcrlty,  pious^  innpcciitj  and  happy, 
Uzziah  reigned  ihrce  and  thirty  years,  during 
the  life  time  of  a  truly  eminent  and  wife  man, 
named  Zachariab,  who  had  been  his  favourite 
advifer  and  frienUj  but  after  the  dcatli  of  this 
faithful  and  worthy  comifellorj  Uzziah 's  ambi- 
tion, baying  no  friendly  eye  to  check  it,  his  high 
honours  and  dignities  fo  elated  him,  that  he 
'Wouldoftcntatioufly  bum  incenfe  himfelf,  upon. 
the  Altar  before  the  Lord,  the  High-Pritft  and 
fourfcore  other  Pricfts  all  followed  the  King  to 
the  Temple,  and  there  mod  refpeftfully  told  him, 
it  was  their  office  only  to  burn  the  Incenfe,  an 
office  foleinnly  allotted  to  the  Sons  of  Aaron,  the 
King  unufed  to  oppofition  and  impatient  of  re- 
proof, in  a  moment  of  warmth  and  vanity,  the 
cenfer  in  \m  hand,  held  it  up  in  an  angry  threat, ' 
and  Uzziah  liva*  inftantly  ftauck  with  a  leprofy^ 
the  High-Prieft  was  ^he  firft  who  fpied  it  in  his 
forehead,  thus  degraded  and  polluted,  a  loath- 
fome  leper,  the  King  walked  filently  out  of  the 
Temple,  arid  through  ^e  City,  xjuite  beyond  the 

gates 
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gates,  to  a  lone  houfe  in  the  fields,  as  lio  leper, 
be  he  ever  fo  highly  ranked,  was  ever  admitted  to 
live  within  the  City  Walls. 

From  this  inoft  horrid  difcafe,  Uzziab  never 
afterwards  recovered,  the  remainder  of  his  -life 
was  paffed  only  by  himfelf.  A  punifhment 
wifely  calculated  to  convince  him  of  his  crime, 
as  it  rendered  him  incapable  of  attending  on 
publick  Worlhip  ever  after. 

Under  the  title  of  Viceroy,  Jotbam  his  Soli 
took  upon  him  the  adminiftration  until  tht 
death  of  his  Father,  Uzziab  reigned  two  aind 
fifty  years,  and  then  died  at  the  age  of  fixty* 
eight,  and  they  buried  him  in  the  field,  where 
the  royal  Sepulchres  were  built,  but  a  leper  was 
always  placed  apart,  and  by  himfelf,  at  a  wide 
diftance  from  his  Anceftors. 


Kkkz  JOTHAM 
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J    O    T    H    A    M. 


SINCE  the  difgracc  and  fufferings  of  hia 
Father,  this  young  Prince  ha4  been  invefted 
with  the  Supreme  Authority  und^r  the  title  of 
Viceroy. 

Jotham  was  now  proclaimed  King  of  Judah,, 
^nd  he  was  at  the  age  of  twenty-five»  his  Mother'^ . 
name  was  Jerufha,  and  of  the  family  of  Zadoc. 

In  the  year  of  the  World,  3248,  and  feven 
hundred  and  fifty-feyen  years  before  the  coming 
of  our  Saviour. 

Jotham  was  a  wife,  powerful,   and  religious 

Prince,  inheriting  all  his  Father's  virtues,  without 

the    fad  and  deftruClive  allay    of  ambition  and 

vanity,  and  Utsdah  liimfelf  fcemed  only  to  have 

acquire^ 
3248. 
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acquired  it  in  the  latter  period  of  liis  reign^ 
wbeniiehad  loft  bis  wife  advifer^  and  washttfldal 
by  the  too  glaring  luftre  and  honours  of  royalty. 

A  magnificent,  beautiful  ijew  gate,  was  now 
built  to  the  Temple,  and  jotham  erefted  many 
other  fuperb  ftruftures,  both  for  ornament  andufe; 
this  Prince  was  a  fpirited  and  valiant  Commander, 
he  engaged  the  Ammonites  in  feveral  battles,  and 
made  thtm  tributary  to  Judah,  and  they  brought 
every  year  to  Jerufalem,  one  hundred  talents  of 
filver,  ten  thoufand  meafures  of  wheat,  aij^  a 
like  quantity  of  barley. 

Jotham  was  his  own  Genefal,  headed  hitf 
Troops,  and  marched  in  perfon  with  Ws  Arrty* 
He  returned  viaorious  from  iaU  his  expediti(His, 
^nd  never  loft  a  battle.  He  fought  with  Rezin, 
King  of  Syria,  and  Pekah  King  of  Ifraet,  but 
the  union  of  thefe  two  kingdoms,  and  their  confe- 
deracy againft  Judah,  did  not  fall  out  until  the 
reign  of  Ahaz     his  Son,  ' 

At  the  end  of  ^  profperous  and  glorious  reign 
of  fixteen  years.  King  Jotham  died,  aged  only 
forty^onc,  and  was  buried  with  his  Fathers  in  the 
pity  of  David^  in  Jerufd?m . 


hnAz 


THIS    young   Prince  had    only   attained 
to  the  age  of  twenty,  when  at  the   Death 
of   his   Father,   he    afcended    the     Throne    of! 
Judah ;    in  the    year    of    the     World,    three 
thoufand,  two  hundred  fixiy-three,    and    fcvcn 

hundred  and  fortyrPne  years  before  Cbrift, 

■      it 

Ahaz  was  a,  Prince  fo  ill  principled,  aban^ 
doned  and  wicked,  that  he  totally  degenerated 
from  the  piety  of  his  Anceftors,  and  caufed  to 
be  made  a  number  of  molten  Images,  facrU 
ficing  and  burning  incenfe  on  the  high  places, 
the  hills,  and  the  groves,  and  under  every 
green  tree,  where  he  had  impioufly  fet  up  his 
Idols  and  his  Gods.  At  Hinnon,  in  the  veiy 
neighbourhood  of  his  Metropolis,  he  command- 
ed his  own  Son  to  pafs  through  the  fire, 
conforming  to  the  fuperftitious  rites,  and  wor- 
fliip  of  the  Heathens,  the   original    Inhabitants' 
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of  Canaan,  whom  God  for  thofe  very  abomi- 
nations,  and  afts  of  impiety,  had  c;;tirpatc4 
root   and  branch  from  thence. 

It  was  at  this  time,  a  confederate  Alliance 
took  place  between  Syria  and  Ifrael,  they  united 
their  forces,  and  naarched  them  into  Judaea,  and 
laid  fiege  to  jerufalem. 

Ahaz  was  forely  alarmed  and  altogether 
unprepared;  while  he.ftood  trembling  and  in 
high  confternation,  Ifaiah  the  Proghet,  enter- 
ed the  Palace,  and  requefted  an  audience  with 
the  King.  The  two  powerful  Armies  of  Syria 
and  Ifrael  had  furrounded  the  City  Walls, 
and  threatened  a  total  overthrow  of  the  Empire; 
in  this  moment  of  diftra£lion  and  difpair,  the 
Prophet  mildly  told  Ahaz,  "  Your  Enemies 
will  try  their  ftrength  in  vain,**  and  to  gain 
his  confidence,  Ifaiah  defired  him  (as  was  the 
cuftom  of  the  times)  to  afk  a  fign  from 
God;  any  proof  whatfoever  you  fliall  now  re- 
quite, God  will  grant  it  you;  either  out  of 
jiefpea  or  defpondency,  Ahaz,  would  alk  no- 
thing. 

The  King  appeared  fuHen  and  difconfolate, 
and  the  Prophet  in  order  to  comfort  him, 
and  convince  him  of  the  truth  of  Ijis  Meflage 

kindly 
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limlly  condcfccnds  to  rcafon  with  Ahaz,  and 
fcnunded  him  of  the  well-known  prcdiSion  of 
Jacobs  that  Uic  fceptre  fiinuld  not  depart  from 
Judah,  until  Shiloh  {the  rigiit  ownerj  meaning 
the  Mefiiah  fiiould  come;  and  the  Prophet 
then  moft  exprefsly  added,  before  Jerufalcm 
be  deftroyed,  a  Virgin  fhould  conceive  and 
bear  a  Son,  and  his  Name  Immanuel,  God 
\f  ith  us,  and  the  Prophet  appealed  to  the 
King,  if  as  yet,  either  of  thcfe  had  happened. 

I  The  confederate  Kings,  after  they,  and  their 
Armies^  had  fruitlefsly  furrounded  Jerufalcm, 
plainly  faw  all  their  attempts  Avould  be  in- 
cffe£lual^  chagrined  and  difappointed,  they 
marched  their  Armies  back^  wantonly  plunder- 
ing and  cruelly  treating  all  the  inhabitantt 
through  the  Towns,  and  Cities,  ^nd  Country 
they  paffed  along.  Rezin,  the  Syrian  Prince, 
laden  with  jewiih  Spoils  entered  Damafcus  hift 
Capital  in  triumph,  and  Pekah  King  of  Ifrad 
put  to  the  Sword  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  Men,  and  carried  away  captive  two 
hundred  thoufand  Women  and   Children, 

Qreat  and  fad  were  his  loffes,  and  the  hor-. 
rors  of  his  late  alarm ;  tiofwiihftanding,  Ahs^z^^ 
gave  himfelf  wholly  up  to  his  heathenifli  Aha- 
minations,    and  Idolatry*      He    had  feen    the 

fuggeftions 
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rug;geftionsof  the  Prophet  in  foiiie  meafure  veti-i 
fied,  he  had  loft  in  one  battle,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  of  his  braveft  Troops,  befides 
his  own  Son  Maafeiah,  the  Matter  of  his  houfe- 
hold,  and  Elkanah  the  third  in  authority  in 
Judah,  and  numbers  of  the  People,  who  had 
been  carried  away  captive.  Yet  Ahaz  ftill  pub^ 
lickjy  facrificed  to  the  Gods  of  Damafcus,  alledg- 
ing,  this  as  a  reafon,  the  profperity  of  Syria 
Was  owing  to  their  Worfliip  and  their  Gods.  In 
open  defiance,  or  at  leaft  in  diftruft  of  the  God  of 
ifrael,  Ahaz  called  in  foreign  aid  to  his  affiftance, 
he  was  ttill  forely  oppreffed  and  perfecuted  by 
Syria,  upon  which  the  King  fent  an  Embafly  to 
Tiglath-Pilefer,  King  of  Affyria,  and  he  accom- 
panied it  with  a  royal  prefent  of  all  the  money, 
both  in  his  own  Treafury,  and  in  the  Tre^fury  of 
the  Temple,  and  he  faid,  "  I  am  thy  Servant 
and  tliy  Son;"  I  yield  myfelf  to  thee,  to  ferve, 
obey,  and  pay  thee  tribute,  upon  condition  thou 
come  up,  and  fave  me  from  the  hands  of  my 
enemies.  The  Affyrian  Prince  accepted  his 
prefent  and  propofals,  he  marched  with  his  Army 
againft  Damalcus,  and  took  it,  and  Rezin  the 
Syrian  King  was  there  flain.  Upon  this  fuccefs- 
ful  enterprize,  Ahaz  w^ent  up  to  Damafcus  to 
meet  the  Conqueror,  and  congratulate  him  on* 
his  Viftory,  making  him  high  acknowledgments 
for  his  favour  and  affiftance,  while  Ahaz  was  on 
Vol.  I.  LU  this 
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this  vifit,  he  was  wonderfully  ftruck  with  a  Syrian 
Altar  he  there  faw,  of  a  beautiful  ftrufture,  and  he 
fent  a  pattern  of  it  to  Urijah  his  High-Prieft  at 
Jerufalem^    and    commanded  him  to   caufe   an 
Altar  to  be  built  ol  that  fafhion  againft  his  return. 
Urijah  obeyed  the  orders  of  his  Sovereign,  the 
Altar,  according  to  the    model  fent,  was  com- 
pleted, and  Ahaz  offered   up    incenfe   himfelf 
upon  it,  and  a  vaft  number  of  heathenifli  facri- 
fices;  very  foon  after,  the  King  put  a  flop  to  the 
daily  fervices  of  the  Temple,  and  he  fhut  it  up, 
new  Altars  after  the  Syrian  Model  were  ict  up  in 
every  corner    of  Jerufalem,    to  the  honour   of 
the  Gods  of  Damafcus. 

With  fuch  infamous  and  abominable  depravity, 
this  Idolatrous  Prince  uninterruptedly  adhered  to 
the  Syrian  Worfhip,  to  their  'Idols  and  their 
Gods.  Ahaz  finifhed  a  miferable  reign  in  the 
thirty- fixth  year  of  his  age,  and  fixteen  years  after 
he  had  afcended  the  throne  of  Judali. 

He  was  buried  in  Jerufalem,  in  a  place  by 
himfelf,  as  the  Elders  and  Nobles  of  Judah  did 
not  think  him  worthy  of  being  interred  in  the 
magnificent  Sepulchre  of  his  Anceftors.    . 
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HEZEKIAH: 


H    E    Z    E    K    I    A    H. 


^  A  HAZ  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Hezckiah. 
-^^-  This  Prince  was  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of 
his  age,  his  Mother's  name  w^as  Abi^  and  fhe 
vas  Daughter  of  Zachariah,  A  Princefs  of  trae 
.piety,  who  in  the  midll  of  a  corrupt  and  moft 
abandoned  Court,  had  attended  to  the  principles, 
morals,  and  religious  education  of  her  Son. 

In. the  year  of  the  World,  3278,  and  feven 
hundred  and  twcnty.fix  years  before  the  birth  of 
our  Saviour. 

This  amiable,  and  beft  of  Princes,  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  fad  fources  of  Judah's  mis- 
fortunes, he  therefore  in  right  earneft,  and  with 
religious  zeal,  fet  about  retrieving  them.     Heze-* 
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kiah  wifely  begun  >vith  opening  the  Temple,  and 
re-inftating  the  Priefts  and  Levites  in  their  office, 
enforcing  both  by  his  authority,  and  example,  the 
conftant  daily  worfhip  of  God,  according  to  the 
'Law  of  Mofes.  He  began  on  the  firft  day  of 
the  new  year,  and  it  was  the  Sabbath,  the  whole 
fervice  was  then  prepared  and  completed.  The 
King  affembled  all  his  Elders  and  Nobles,  the 
Princes  and  Chiefs  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah,  the 
Priefts  and  Levites,  and  all  his  People,  they 
formed  a  grand  proceflion,  and  moved  towards 
the  Temple,  the  air  refounding  with  the  folemn 
blatt  of  trumpets,  and  loud  founding  cymbals,  a 
bandoffacred  mufic,  and  men-fingers  and  women- 
fingers  chanting  Pfalms,  and  Hymns  of  praife,  in 
full  Majeftic  chorus.  The  Jewifh  ancient  mufic» 
accompanied  the  Voices  all  througl^  the  Temple, 
which  re-echoed  with  the  fhout«,  and  general  joy 
of  King  and  People,  devotionally  employed  in 
prayer  and  praife. 

Hezekiah  aflifted  at  the  Altar,  and  with  true 
piety,  witneffed  the  folemnities  of  facrifice,  and 
offered  up,  for  the  fins  of  all  his  People,  peace- 
offerings  without  number* 

A  whole  Nation  thus  devoutly  engaged  in  abo- 
lifhing  Idolatry,  with  reverence  joining  heart  and 

voice 
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voice  in  thankfgivings  to  God,  muft  have  been  a 
fight  full  of  joy  and  fatisfa6iion. 

Hezekiah,  liberal  and  wife,  was  unwilling  to 
confine  the  religious  exercifes,  and  worlhip   of 
God,  to  his  own  Kingdom,  he  wrote  himfelf  a 
ferious  and  pathetic  letter,  to  all  the  Ifraelites  in 
the  neighbouring  Provinces,  reproving  them  for 
their  Idolatry,    the  fad  find    evident  fource   of 
their  fuflFerings,  and  in  order  to  a  reformation  of 
that  deluded  and  unhappy  Kingdom,  he  earneftly 
exhorted  them  to  the  true  worlhip  of  God,  and 
invited  them  all  to  keep  the  next  Pafs-over  Feaft 
with  him,  in  the  Temple  at  Jerufalcm,  and  very- 
many  of  them  aftually  came. 

Infpired  by  the  piety,  and  animating  example  of 
their  Prince,  the  People  were  all  refolute  and  ac- 
tive in  demolifhing  Idols,  Altars,  every  heathenilh 
monument  and  grove,  in,  and  about  Jerufalcm, 
and^the  whole  City  was  altogether  cleared.  He- 
zekiah  removed  the  Groves  and  High  Places^ 
which  none  of  his  predeccffors  before,  had  influ- 
ence or  refolution  enough  to  do.  He  next  made 
an  exa£t  fcrutiny  into  the  genealogie  of  the 
Priefts,  and  Levites,  and  eftablilhed  their  feveral 
clafles,  after  the  model  of  David,  and  the  King 
provided  largely  for  the  maintenance  of  them 
all. 

As 
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As  foon  as  he  found  himfelf  fufficiently  power- 
ful, he  freed  Judah  from  the  annual  tribute  paid 
to  the  King  of  Affyria,  and  re-affumed  that  inde- 
pendent Sovereignty,  God  had  fettled  in  the 
houfe  of  David,  Hezekiah  marched  with  his 
Army  againft  the  Philiftines,  and  recovered  all 
the  Cities  they  had  taken  from  Judah,  during  the 
unhappy  reign  of  Ahaz  his  Father. 

Senna-Cherib,  King  of  Aflyria,  contented 
himfelf  with  receiving  the  Jewifli  tribute  as  long  as 
it  was  paid,  but  on  its  being  withheld,  he  marched 
into  Judaea  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  Army,  he 
laid  fiege  to  all  the  fortified  Cities  and  Towns  he 
paffed  through,  and  threatened  a  total  deftruftion 
to  the  Empire. 

Hezekiah  was  fadly  diftrcffed,  and  now  all 
fubmiiflSon,  the  King  faw  his  error,  but  it  was  too 
late,  the  AfTyrian  Princ«  had  fixed  his  head 
quarters  at  Lachifh,  Hezekiah  forwarded  an 
Embaffy,  and  accompanied  it  with  the  richeft 
prefents,  ftripping  both  his  Palace  and  the  Tem- 
ple to  furnilh  them,  he  promifed  a  full  and  une- 
quivocal affent  to  whatfoever  terms  his  Aflyrian 
Majefty  (hould  think  proper  to  impofc.  The 
Haughty  Conqueror  demanded  three  hundred 
talents  of  filver,  atid  thirty  talents  of  gold, 
Senna-Chcrib,    then  only  ordered   his    Troops 

back 
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back  to  Lachifli,   and    permitted  them  ftlll  to 
ravage  on  the  frontiers  of  Judah. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  difpatched  from 
hence.  Tartan,  Rabfaris  and  Rabfhakeh,  three 
General  Officers,  \vith  a  powerful  Army  again  to 
lay  fiege  to  Jerufalem. 

Hezekiah  had  bufily  employed  himfelf,  made 
a  brave  defence,  fortified  the  City,  repaired  the 
walls,  built  a  fecond  wall  all  round  it,  fenced  it 
with  Towers,  collefted  a  large  ftore  of  provifions 
dried  up  all  the  fprings  in  the  fuburbs,  and  turned 
the  Brook  Gihon  into  the  City,  to  deprive  the 
enemy  as  much  as  poflible  of  all  fupplies,  and 
pour  in  plenty  of  water  into  Jerufalem.  Aftet 
thefe  wife  and  vigorous  meafures  for  enduring  ^ 
fiege,  Hezekiah  fummoned  his  Council,^  his 
Officers,  and  Generals,  and  in  an  able  and  piou« 
fpeech  encouraged  them  fo  fortitude,  becoming 
valour,  and  devout  reliance  on  God. 

At  the  very  preffing,  and  earneft  requcft  of  his 
Nobles  and  People,  Hezekiah  hadaffented  to  for- 
ward an  Embaffy  to  Ethiopia,  aflking  their  affiftancc 
in  this  his  great  extremity  and  deep  diftrefs,  a 
numerous  Army  was  immediately  fent  for  the 
relief  of  Jerufalem,  but  they  were  all  routed  and 
cut  to  pieces  by    Senna-Cherib,   ard    witli  fo 

horrible 


Jjiirrtble  a  flaughtcr,  no  om  was  left  ey^n  to  biHPjf 
di^  dead. 

The  three  Affyrian  Captains,  infultingly  paran.. 
jdingy  an4  furvcyipg  th^  City,  flood  by  the  Coji^t 
duit  of  the  upper  Pool,  in  the   Highway,  an4) 
made  figns  for  a  conference  with  the  King.     He-? - 
;5ekiah,    forely  alarmed,  fent  three  confidential 
Servants,  the  Steward  p(  his  houfehpld,  his  Sp-?- 
icretary,  and  Joafli,  the  Son  of  Afaph  his  Re-^ 
corderj    Rab-fhakeh,    with  haughty    infolenci^ 
ordjered  th^^nii  to  go  carry  H^ezeki^h  tljis  weflT^^. 
from  thp  King  of  Affy  rig. 

In  whom  placcft  thou  thy  truft  ?  Is  Egypt   thy . 
ftaff  ?  behold  he  is  as  weak  ^s  a  bruifed  reed,  oi| 
which  if  a  man  lean,  it  will  fplinter  ^ijd  pierce' 
him — but  does  he  truft  in  the  Lord  hi§  God  ?  i$ 
jiLOt  that  He,  whofe  high  places,  and  groyp$,  ^ncj^ 
Altars  he  has  burnt  and  defjroyed  ?   FJear  ye,  my 
propofal ;    give  pledges  now  to  rny   LorcJ    (the 
iting,  and  I  will  deliver  you  two  thoufan4  horfes^ 
but  ye  are  fo  deftitijte  of  men,  ye  cannot  cy en  fef' 
aiders  upon  them. 

Am  I  come  up  without  the  Lord  againft  Jeru- 
falera  to  deftroy  it?  The  Lord  faid  to  me,  go  ye 
wp  againft  this  land  and  deftroy  it.  (How  terri-f 
fying  to  the  Jews  to  be  told,  he  was  executing  a 

Vp^*  I^  J^mffli  fommiflion 
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commifiion  from  Jehovah,)     The  Jcwilli  Chiefs, 
ihpcked  that  the   People  fliould  hear  fuch  lan- 
guage, fubmiffivt!/  told  Rab-lhakeh,  we  under- 
hand the    Syrian    tongue,  I    pray  you   fpeak  to 
thy  Icrvants,  and  nut  in  the  ears  of  all    Ihe  Peo-. 
pie  on  the  ivalK      He  infolcntly   replied,  are  we 
not  font  to  all  the  men    now    liftening   on  the 
wall?  (and  turning   from  the  Jewi[h  Chiefs,  and 
fpeaking  direflly  to   the    People)  foon  Ihall  wc 
reduce  you  to  fuch  extremity,  you  will  cat,  each 
man  his  own  dung  for  hunger — let  not  Hezekiah 
deceive  you — he  ii  not  able  to  deliver  you — he 
tells  you  to  truft  in  the  Lord,  but  your  City  will 
furely  be  delivered  up  to  us*     Hearken  to  the 
King  of  Affyria*     Make  a  league  with  me  by  a 
prefent — come  ye  out  to  me,  and  then,  cat  ye 
every  man  of  his  own  Vine,  and  every  one  of  his 
Fig-tree,  and  drink  ye  every  one  of  the  waters  of 
his  Ciftern,  until  I  come  and  take  you  away  to  a 
land  like  your  own^  a  land  of  corn  and  wine,  of 
bread  and  Vine-yards,  of  oil  olive,  andhoney,^ 
that  ye  all  may  live  and  not  die.     Hath  any  of 
the  Gods  of  the  Nations  delivered  them  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  King  of  Aflyria?     Have  they  deli- 
vcred  Samaria  ?  and  do  you  expeft  deliverance 
for  JcrufaUm  ? 

The  People  all  held  their  peace.     Hezekiah 
had    expvefsly  commanded— anfwer  them   not. 

£liakim> 
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fillakim,  Shebniand  Joafli  the  Jewifli  Chiefi^^ 
like  deep  mourners,  with  their  clothes  rent,  came 
to  Hezekiah  and  told  him  all  the  words  of  Rab- 
Ihakeh.  The  King  rent  his  clothes,  in  token  of 
■forrow,  and  covered  hirafelf  withfack^cloth,  and 
went  immediately  to  the  Temple,  and  fent  the  three 
mourning  chiefs,  covered  with  fack-clotjj,  to  tell 
the  fad  ftory  to  the  Prophet  Ifaiah.  Hezekiah 
mod  humbly  offered  up  to  God,  with  all  his 
People,  an  animated  and  very  pathetic  prayer, 
as  foon  as  he  had  done,  on  feeing  the  Prophet, 
the  King  piteoufly  implored  his  interceffion,  and 
prayer  to  God  on  behalf  of  his  Country ;  Upon 
which  Ifaiah  revives  and  comforts  Hezekiah.  Be 
not  afraid,  for  thus  faith  the  Lord,  behold  I  will 
fend  a  blaft  upon  thine  enemy,  he  fhall  hear  a 
rumour,  and  return  to  his  own  land,  and  fall  by 
the  Sword  in  his  own  land. 

Tirkabah,  King  of  Ethiopia,  incenfed  at  the 
ill  fuccefs  and  lofs  of  his  Troops,  marched  a  pow- 
erful Army  into  Aflyria;  Senna-Cherib  was  under 
the  neceffity  of  going  home,  to  drive  him  back, 
and  defend  his  own  territories,  but  before  he  fet 
off,  he  wrote  a  mofl  infulting  letter  to  Hezekiah, 
he  would  Ihortly  return,  and  with  redoubled  fury 
batter  down  the  walls  of  Jerufalem.  For  (he  told 
him)  he  fet  at  nought  the  God  of  Hezekiah, 
M  m  m  2 
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*t\ie  king,  under  great  terror  and  aiatiti,  f^i 
tcived  the  letter  hiimclf  from  tlie  hand  ofthe 
meffenger  and  read  it,  then  vent  immediately  in 
Hic  Temple,  and  there  held  a  coitncil  with  hi* 
Elders  and  Nobles,  after  vhich,  he  in  the  moft 
humble  manner  proftraicd  Ijirhfelf  before  God* 
And  in  a  fervent  and  devout  prayer,  fpread  all  his 
Anxieties  before  hinj. 

*'  O  Lord  God  of  Ifraet,  bow  down  thine  ear 
**  and  hear,  open  mine  eyes  and  fee,  hear  thou 
**  the  words  of  Senna-Cherib,  his  reproaches  of 
**  the  living  God,  O  Lord  out  God,  I  befeech 
**  thee  lave  us  out  of  his  hand/' 

Hezekilh's  pious  addrcfi  was  fcarcely  finiftiedj 
Vhen  he  received  a  gracious  anfwer  from  God^ 
delivered  by  the  Prophet.  That  although  Senna^ 
Cherib  would  indeed  return^  yet  God  would 
,  prot^ft  Jerufaleiti.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God  of 
ifrael,  that  which  thou  haft  prayed  to  me  con-, 
terning  Senna-Cherib,  I  have  heard,  and  this 
is   the  word  the   Lord  hath  fpoken,  conceminfl^ 

*'  The  Virgin,  the  Diiightei-  of  Ziori  hath' 
*'  defpifed  thee,  and  laughed  thee  to  fcorn*  The 
*'  Daughter  of  Jerufalem  hath  Ihaken  her  h^ad  af, 
!!•  thee  (in  derifion.)  Whom  hift  thoU  reptoached 

"  an4 
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*'  and  ♦  blafphemed,  even  the  Holy  One  ot 
*'  Ifrael?  I  know  thy  abo^e,  thy  going  out  and 
^*  thy  coming  in,  and  thy  rage  h  before  me ;  be-* 
>*  caufe  thy  rage  and  thy  tumult  iscome  up  into 
*•  mine  ears — behold  I  will  put  my  Hook  into  th^ 
**  nofe,  and  my  Bridle  between  thy  lips,  and  4 
**  will  turn  thee  back,  by  the   way  in  which  thoU 

*'  camett." 

And  it  came  to  pafs  that  very  niglit,  (pofEbly 
the  night  preceeding  a  general  ftorm)  the  Angel 
of  the  Lord  went  out,  and  fmote  by  a  peftilence, 
in  the  Aflyrian  Camp,  one  hundred,  fourfcore, 
and  five  thoufand.  At  day-break  on  feeing  the 
dead  bodies  filling  the  tents,  and  covering  the 
plain,  Senna-Cherib,  full  of  fhame  and  confufi9n 
returned  back  inglorioufly  to  Nineveh. 

Thus  was  Jerufalem  delivered  in  the  very  mo-*, 
tnent  of  deft ruftion,  and  Ifaiah*s  prediction  re-* 
fpefting  this  haughty  Tyrant  exaQly  fulfilled,  as 
was  alfo  the  prophecy  refpefting  his  death,  for  as 
he  was  Worfliipping  in  the  Temple  of  his  Gpd,  b0 
Was  aifaffinated  by  two  of  his  own  Sons,  who  af^ 
terwards  fled  and  made  their  efcape  out  of  the 
Kingdom. 

Another  vifit  of  the  Prophets  is  recorded,  whe^t 
Hezekiah  was  fitk,  Ifaiah  forewarns  the  King  to 

".    fee 


C  446  ) 


fct  his  affairs  in  order,  make  his  will,  and  appoj/ 
ills  fucccITor,  for  he  would  furely  die, 

Hczckiah  afcended  the  Throne  at  twenty- five?, 
and  he  was  now  only  thirty-eight;  his  Kingdoifl 
was  in  danger;  as  yet  he  had  no  heir;  the  fum^- 
mon&  fuddcn  and  alarming;  tlic  King  there fofAi 
Jrcceivcd  it  wiih  inexpreffible  grief,  and  in  a 
liilittbic  aiid  devout  prayer^  with  his  face  towards 
the  walt^  and  in  a  Hood  of  tears^  he  paOjonatcly 
poured  out  his  foul  before  God*  The  Prophet  had 
taken  his  leave>  he  was  now  in  the  middle  Court 
and  going  out  of  the  Palace,  w  hen  he  was  com=- 
tnanded  to  return,  and  inform  Hczekiah,  God 
had  heard  his  prayer,  he  fhould  recover  from  his 
difeafe,  and  in  three  days  time,  acquire  fo  much 
health  and  {Irength,  as  to  be  able  to  offer  up  pub^ 
lick  thanks  to  God  in  the  Temple,  in  the  midft 
of  all  his  People,  and  more-over  fifteen  yeats 
longer  Ihould  be  added  to  his  life.  The  King^s 
difeafe  was  probably  a  quinfey,  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  a  fig,  the  tumour  ripened  and  broke,  and 
his  cure  immediately  followed. 

It  was  on  this  occafion  Ifaiah  gave  a  fignal  proof 
t>f  his  high  Prophetic  office,  a  retrogradation  of 
ten  degrees  of  the  fun's  fhadow,  on  the  dial  of 
Ahaz,  and  to  gain  the  iting^s  confidence  ahH 
comfort  him  the  more,  he  left  it  to  him  to  chufe^ 

whether 
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whether  the  Ihadow  fhould  go  ten  degrees  for- 
urardi  or  retire  ten  degrees  back;  the  King 
faid,  Ihould  the  Ihadow  go  down  ten  degrees^ 
it  will  be  lefs  noticed  and  extraordinary,  and  he 
chofe  it  Ihould  return  backward.  On  the  Pro^ 
phet's  prayer,  the  Ihadow  on  the  dial  of  the  royal 
Palace,  was  inftantly  brought  ten  degrees  back. 

Under  the  grateful  impreflions  of  fo  merciful  at 

providence,  Hezekiah  compofed  a  divine  Ode, 

ixpreffive   6f  his  own  anguifh  pf  foul,  and  the 

infinite  goodnefs  of  his  God. 

ft 

This  bed  of  Princes,  too  much   elated  by  fo 

many  bleflings  and  deliverances,  with  which  God 

had    diftinguifhingly    honoured  him,   and    no«r 

opulent  and  very  powerful,  enriched  with  the  fpoils 

of  his  enemies,  and  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his 

bJeffings,  Berodach-baladan,  the  Son  of  the  King 

Babylon,  fentprefents  and  letters  of  congratula^ 

tion  to  Hezekiah  on  his  recovery,  and  he  noticed 

the  amazing  prodigy  of  the  Sun^s  retrogreffion, 

a  phenojmenon  which  had  been  obferved,    and 

much  fpoken  of,  in  foreign  countries,  and  par^ 

ticularly  in  Egypt,   as  the  Egyptians  were  great 

aftronojners.     Hezekiah  incautioufly  entertained 

the    -AmbafTadors  with    a  fight  of  bis   immenfe 

riches,  his  grandeur  and  magnificence,  the  For^ 

flfications  and  ftrength  pf  bis  walls,  his  Stores 
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Jioufes     and   armory*      Ifaiali  fav  them  at    the' I 
Palace,  and  enquired  of  his  Majefty  who  thofai 
men  werc^  Hezckiah  very  innocently   told   him  J 
they  were  foreigner*,  come  from  a  far  Country,  I 
even  from   Babylon,  the  King  had   fent  them  x&\ 
congraiulate  htm   on  his  recovery,    and    he  had 
juU  now  Ihcwn  ihem  his  Tieafury,    Pa!act!s,  and 
Fortification.^    the   Temple,    his     Armory     and 
Stores,  upon  hearing   which,    the    Prophet    very 
gravely  reprcfented  to  him,  his  vajiity,  ueakncfi 
and  pride,  ftrikingly  tetUng  the   King,  thole  very 
Babylonians,  who  had  juit  glutted  iheir  eyes  w^ith 
the  glory  of  his   Palaces  and  Treafury;    would 
ftiordy  ftrip  them  of  all  their  valuables,  carry  hu 
Children  captives  to  Babylon,  and  make  his  Sons 
Eunuchs  in  the  Palace  of  their  Prince,     He^ekia^, 
mildly  anfwered, 

,    '•  Good  is   the  word  of  the  Lord-    is  it  not 
5^  good  ?     If  peace  and  truth  be  in  my  days/* 

I  fubmit,  the  fentence  is  juft  and  merciful,  % 
punifhmcnt  Icfs  than  I  deferve,  in  that  the  evil 
is  deferred,  and  does  not  immediately  follow  w/^* 
(in. 

This  Prince  improved  the  City  of  Jerufalem  by 
etcgant  buildings,  Store-houfes,  Magazines,  and 
^fpacious  Armory;  and  he  added  much  to  i^ 
ftrength  and  fecurity  by  many  new  Fpru^c^ations. 
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He  planned  a  new  aqu3edu£l»  in  a  very  conve« 
ntenc  part  of  the  City,  and  it  afforded  a  large 
fapply  of  water  to  the  inhabitants.  He  conftantly^ 
kept  in  pay  a  number  of  (kilfurfcribes,  and  always 
employed  them  iq  writing  copies  of  the  five  Book* 
of  TSiofes,  and  others  of  the  facrejj  Canon,  and 
the  King  fent,  and  difperfed  them  every  year,  to 
all  the  Cities  and  Towns  in  his  Kingdom^ 

According  to  the  Prophets  predifiion,  Heze« 
kiah  died  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and 
twenty-ninth  of  his  Reign,  and  was  buried  in  the 
chiefeft  d  the  Royal  Sepulchres,  with  fuperb 
fpleiidour  and  magnificence,  diftinguifhingly  ^fo-* 
lemnized  throughout  the  City  and  the  whole 
Kingdom* 

The  Sepulchre  was  a  large  court  of  one  hun* 
dred  and  twenty  feet  fquare,  forming  a  fumptuous 
area,  furrounded  with  a  fpacious  cloyfter  fupport^ 
ed  with  pillars.  Every  part  was  cut  out  of  a 
folid  marble  rock.  The  cloyfter  led  you  on  to  a 
magnificent  hall,  with  done  doors,  twenty  four 
feeft  fquare.  Many  leifer  apartments  furrounded 
the  hall,  on  the  ^des  of  which  were  nitches,  in 
which  the  marble  coffins  of  the  King's  were  depo* 
£ited»  the  body  of  Hezekiah  wa^  placed  in  a  nitch 
in  the  inncrmoft  of  all,  to  confer  the  greateft 
honour  on  this  pious  and  very  amiable  Prince. 

Vot,  I,  Nnn-         MANA,SS£H. 
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nr^HlS  young  Prince  was  only  twelve  years  old 
'^  when  his  Father,  good  King  Hezekiah  died, 
at  this  early  age,  Manaffeh  afcended  the  Throne 
cf  Judah,  and  was  crowned  in  Jcrufalcmj  fix 
hundred  and  nincty-feven  years  before  the  birth 
of  our  Saviour^  and  in  the  year  of  the  Worlds 
three  ihoufand,  three  hundred  and  fcven, 

Brutifhj  and  vicious  from  inclination,  Manaffeh 
was  very  unfortunate  in  his  firft  counfellprs  and 
advifers,  he  began  his  Reign  in  direft  oppofition 
to  all  the  wife  principles,  plans,  and  cuftoms  of 
his  pious  Father,  and  he  feemed  purpofely  de- 
figning,  and  obftinately  determined  to  undo,  all 
the  good  his  Father  had  been  doing. 

.    Manaffeh  gave  himfelf  up,  to  the  high  indul- 
gence of  hispaffions  and  his  plcafures,  he  was 
/  impiou»ii 
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impious,  tyrannical  and  an  Idolater ;  he  intro- 
duced even  into  the  fervice  of  the  Teqiple,  the 
vileft  idolatries,  he  caufed  an  Idol  to  be  fet  up  in 
the  Holy  of  Holies,  and  to  be  there  publickly 
worfliipped  with  hcathenifii  abominations  and  ce- 
remonies, and  botiF  the  areas  and  grand  entrance 
of  the  Temple  he  filled  with  Altars,  ere£ted  to 
Baal  and  all  the  Stars  and  Hod:  of  Heaven,  , 

Manaffeb,  amongft  other  execrable  and  heathen- 
i^fh  ceremonies,  caufed  his  Son  to  pafs  through 
the  fire,  and  he  obferved  days,  lucky  or  unlucky 
feafons,  for  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  and  even  prac- 
tifed  witchcraft  and  inchantments. 

■#• 
The  Prophet*,  diftreffed  and  alarmed,  fevercly 

reprimanded  the  King,  expoftulated  and  threa- 
tened him  for  his  open  violation,  of  the  laws,  and 
facrilegious  impiety,  and  with  zeal  and  animation 
told  him,  God  would  bring  down  fuch  evils  on 
Jerufalem,  the  very  horror  of  hearing  them 
named  would  make  his  ears  to  tingle,  in  his  ven- 
geance God  would  turn  his  Kingdom  upfide  down 
as  a  difh,  empty  it  of  its  inhabitants,  and  cut  it 
off  from  all  hopes  of  reftitution. 

Such  language,  Manaffeb  held  in  derifion,  and 

this  Idolatrous  Prince  treated  the  Prophets  wjth 

the  higheft  indignity  and  infolence,  he  flied  the 

N  n  n  a  blood 
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blood  of  many  of  them,  and  Ifaiah  tliougTl 
aihcd  to  royciltyi  is  faid  at  this  urac  to  have 
been  fawn  afunder  and  vith  a  wooden  Saw^ 
The  King  praflifed  the  raoft  wicked  and  cruel  fe- 
Tcrity  on  all  who  refufed  to  fall  down  and 
worfhip  the  Idols  and  the  Cods  he  had  fet  up^ 
JerufalL^m  became  the  fcene  of  the  moft  horrid 
Butcheries,  and  the  Metropolis  ftreamed  with 
the  blood  of  his  Nobles^  his  Prophets,  his  Prieft^ 
fnd  his  People, 

At  length,  Providence  was  pleafed  to  put  a 
fignal  flop  to  his  career,  and  the  JewiOi  Princo 
w^aa  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Officers  ofj 
AHaradini  King  of  Aflyria,  fearching  for  hin^| 
after  a  Battle  and  defeat,  th^  fpycd  him  ici 
the  midft  of  a  thicket  of  briars,  where  he 
had  painfully  and  cunnitigly  bid  himfelf,  the 
Officers  feized  tftc  King's  l)€rfoii,  and  con- 
veyed him  to  the  Cattip.  Manaffeh  loaded 
vith  heavy  chains,  was  from  thence  led  away 
captive  to  Babylon,  and  by  order  of  the  Affyrian 
Prince,     ignomipioufly    caft  into    a    Dungeon^ 

In  this  horrid  and  lonefome  prifon,  humbled 
and  fore  abafedj^  Manaffeh'a  Eyes  were  firft 
opened  to  all  his  mifcarriages  and  impiety ; 
before  the  tribunal  of  Confcience,  his  fins  and 
^^gb  aggravations^  crimes  almbft  forgot,  were 
here  palling  in  feriou?    reyi^Wi  anc|  ^l?(nafle^ 
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in  the  bitternefs  and  ahgiiiih  of  his  Sbul^  de« 
youtly  ptaycdto  God,  and  he  obtained  mercy, 
|>ardon  and  deliverance. 

From  the  greateft  finiier,  he  became  the 
greateft  penitent ;  from  the  blobdieft  Ty rant, 
one  of  the  nioft  merciful  and  beft  of  Sovereigns. 
God  fo  difpofed  the  heart  of  the  king  of 
Babylon^  that  on  a  treaty,  Manafleh  obtained 
his  releafe  firft  from  the  Dungeon,  and  not 
long  after  from  his  bondage*  As  iboh  as  he 
returned  to  Jerufale'm,  he  diUigehtly  and  zea* 
loufly  fet  about  repairing  all  the  damages  his 
fad  impiety  had  occasioned,  apd  his  very  firft  care 
vas  to  clear  the  fanCluary  and  Temple  of  all 
the  I4oK  he  had  himfelf,  moft  wickedly  caqfed 
to  be  placed  there,  and  he  rcftored  the  daily 
^rvice  of  God,  and  His  worfliip  in  the  Temple, 
fo  its  purity,  its  ancient  ufages  and  fplendour. 

Manaffeh,  then  wrote  circular  letters,  and 
fent  themjj  throughout  all  his  Kingdom,  com<» 
manding  all,  and  every  one  of  his  fubjeds,  to 
fleftroy  and  utterly  demolilh  every  Idol,  and 
^he  Altars  and  Groves,  which  he  himfelf  had, 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life^  caufed  to  be  fee 
VPf  and  the  Peqple,  with  -great  reafiinef5j,"fet 
about  executing,  throughout  every  ProvincQt 
Jhi?  n?w  cdia  of  their  Prince* 

ManaiTchi 
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Manafleb,  then  turned  his  thoughts  to  bif 
Metropolis,  and  he  repaired  and  ttrengthened 
its  walls  and  fortifications,  he  reigned  pioufly 
and  in  uninterrupted  peace,  three  and  thirtjr 
years  after  his  return  from  Babylon,  and  died 
in  the  fixty-feventh  year  of  his  age,  and  in 
the  fifty-fifth  year  of  his   reign, 

Manafleh,  was  buried  in  bis  Garden,  at  his 
own  particular  and  very  modeft  requeft,  the 
mifcarriages,  and  impiety  of  early  life  made 
him  account  himfelf  unworthy  of  a  place,  in 
the  royal   fepulchre,  among  his  Anceftors* 


M      ON. 


'  A  T  the  age  of  twenty-two,  Amon  fucdecded 
•^^  his  Father  Manaffeh,  and  was  proclaimed 
at  Jerufalem,  in  the  year  of  the  World,  three 
thoufand,  three  hundred. fixty-two;  and  fix  hun-r 
dred  forty-two  years  before   Chrift^ 

3362  Thig 
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Thk  young  Prince  could  only  have  witheffei 
his  Father's  many  virtues  and  piety,  yet  Amon 
inherited  and  lived  in  the  daily  pradife  of  themofl 
odious  and  word  of  all  his  vices  and  abomina* 
tions.  He  was  an  Idolater  and  gave  himfelf  up  to 
impiety^  and  the  moft  criminal  debaucheries,  but 
before  he  had  reigned  two  years,  Amon  wasr 
affaffinated,  in  his  own  Palace,  by  fome  of  his 
guards  and  they  buried  him  in  the  fame  gardea 
with  his  Father.  King  Uzziah,  had  formerly 
planted,  and  laid  out  this  garden,  and  it  ws/s 
on  that  account  called  Uzza.  This  unfortunate 
young  Prince,  had  a  Son  only  eight  years  of 
age,  and  they  proclaimed  him.  King  of  Judah^ 

At  the  conclufion  of  fo  very  fhort  a  reign, 
it  is  aftonifliing  to  fee  the  alteration  which  had 
taken  place  in  Jerufalem^and  the  very  rapid 
progrcfs  of  immorality  and  impiety.  The  Hif- 
tory  informs  us,  that  among  the  Princes  and 
Nobles,  the  Judges  and  Magiftrates,  injuftice, 
oppreflion,  cruelty  and  all  manner  of  Debau- 
chery reigned ;  among  the  Priefts  pride,  ava- 
rice, corruption  and  a  Ihameful  traffick  of  Re- 
ligion J  atnoiig  the  people  total .  ignorance  and 
irreligion.  AUars.  were,  regired  every  where  to 
Baal,  and  to  the  whole  Hoil  of  Heavenly  bodie$, 
ihe  Saoftuary  thro.u§hQu.t  was  polluted  with  Jdols^ 
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«nd  in  its  facred  Courts  were  praStifed  the 
vileft  and  moft  odious  proftitotions^  abominable 
9nd  HeafhenUh  Ceremonies. 


The  following  are  Princes  of  one  iamily  an^ 
copdudeithe  Reigns  of  the  Kiqgs  of  Judah^'~ 


J    O    S    I    A    H. 


THIS  amiable  and  moft  virtuous  Prince, 
was  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  agf ,  crowned 
in  Jerufalem^  and  proclaimed  King  <^  Judab. 

In  the  year  of  the  World,  three  thoufand^ 
three  hundred  fixty-four;  and  fix  hundred  and 
forty  years  before  the  birth  of  our  Saviour. 

88^4  ^' 
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At  the  command  of  God,  a  Prophet  foretold 
the  birth  of  this  young  Prince,  ^nd  even  named 
him  by  name  three  hundred  years  before.  "  Be- 
**  hold  a  child  fhall  be  born  unto  the  houfe  of 
*'  David,  Jofiah  by  name." 

Immediately  after  his  coronation.  Regents 
•were  ele9:ed  from  the  Sanhedrim,  the  grand 
Council  of  the  Nation,  with  whom,  together  with 
his  wife  and  pious  tutors  and  counlellors,  this 
young^Prince,  could  only,  from  time  to  time,  be 
direfted  and  advifed,  trufting  to  their  good  ma^ 
nagement,  and  regulation  of  his  Government. 
In  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age,  Jofiah  married, 
and  in  the  fixteehth  be  had  a  Son  and  fucceflbr 
born  to  him.  He  had  now  aflumed  the  reigns  of 
Government  in  his  own  hands.  With  afliduous 
zeal,  and  true  piety,  with  an  intrepidity  almoft 
beyond  belief,  he  engaged  in  this  virtuous  and 
moft  arduous  entcrprize  ;  his  very  wonderful  ex- 
peditions, and  fignal  fucceffes  were  aftonifliing, 

Jofiah  would  not  truft  to  his  officers  and  fer- 
vants,  he  took  an  a6live  part  himfelf  in  deftroying 
and  l^uUing  down  throughout  Judah  and  Ifrael, 
the  Altars,  Idols  and  Grovesy  which  had  been  fet 
up  in  both  Kingdoms,  and  the  King  ifi'ued  out  a 
proclamation,  forbidding  all.  fuch  Worfhip,  in 
any    place,    or    grove,    or    Temple  whatfoever 

Vol.  I.  O  o  o  cxprefsly 
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cxprefsly  namingr  in  this  "cditl  every  high  place 
in  particular,    which    lall  prohibition  had  been 
in  vain  attempted  by  his  pious  predeceflbrs;  in 
order  more  cHcftually  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  very 
obftinate  evJL  Jofiah  caufed  all  fuch  places  to  be 
polluted  with  dead  bodies,  human  carcaffes   and 
bones ;   evtry  Priell   who  had  offered   Sacrifice 
and  Worflnii  there,  he  excluded  from  all  Sacer- 
dotal Fundtions  and  Privilcdges  whatever*     The 
Idolsj  Altars^  and  all  offerings  dedicated  to  them, 
fuch  as  ChariiKs,    Veffels,    Horfes,    and   every 
article  that  could  be   burnt,  lie  fet  on  fire,  and 
ftrewed  their  ;iflies  over  the  graves  of  their  \Vor_ 
fluppos,  and  all  fuch  as  could  not  be  deftroyed 
by  (tre,  he    caufed  to  be  flung  into  the    River 
Kjdron.     From   Jerufdlem  JoCah  proceeded   to 
the    Mtmnt  of  Olives,    and    dcmolifhcd  all    its 
Altars  and  Idols,  from  thence  to  the   Valley  of 
Hinnon,  a  place  notorious  for  the  horrid  cruel- 
ties  exercifed   by  the  Worihippevs  of  Moloch, 
after  this  he  paffcd  on   to   Bethel,  where  Jero- 
boam had  fet  up  the  Golden  Calves,  Jofiah   de- 
ftrayed  both  Altars  and  Groves,  and  he  caufed  to 
be  dug  up   the  dead  bodies   of  the    Idolatrous 
Priefts,  and  burnt  their  bones  to  afhes  with  their# 
Altars,    and   their   Gods,   literally    fulfilling  the 
predi^fTon  of  the   Prophet   three  hundred  years 
before  he  was  born.     Jofiah  made  his   Circuit 
through  all  the  other  Cities  of  Ifrael,  for  as  that 
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Kingdom  was  now  in  captivity,  and  lay  aimoft 
wholly  defolate^.he  deftroyed,  and  burnt  every 
where,  the  Idols  and  Altars  which  he  found,  and 
when  he  had  rooted  out,  from  both  Kingdoms, 
Idolatry  and  its  abominations  and  ceremonies,  he 
fet  about  reftoring  the  true  worlhip  of  God  in 
Jerufalem,  and  beginning  with  the  Temple,  Jofiah 
renewed  the  daily  Services,  the  Sacrifices,  and 
the  purity  and  folemnity  of  its  worfliip. 

This  young  Prince  was*  now  arrived  at  the  age 
of  twelnty-fix,  and  he  bad  reigned  eighteen  years 
in  Jerufalem,  at  this  time  he  fet  about  the  repairs 
and  embellifliments  of  the  Temple,  and  while  he 
was  thus  zealoufly  and  diligently  employed,  Hil- 
kiah  the  High-Prieft  fent  the  King  word,  he  had 
that  moment  found  the  book  of  the  Law,  and 
Shaphan  the  Secretary  of  the  Temple,  was  en- 
trufted  to  carry  it  to  the  Palace,  and  lay  it  be- 
fore the  King;  Jofiah  immediately  opc-ned  the 
S^acred  Volume  (fuppofed  to  be  the  book  wrote 
by  Mofes  hinifelf,)  and  when  he  there  read,  the 
dreadful  judgments  denounced  therein,  againft 
thofe  very  abominations  and  Idolatry,  he  had 
now  himfelf  been  an  eye  witnefs  to,  throughout 
all  Judaea,  he  humbled  himfelf  before  God,  he 
rent  his  cloaths  and  wept  bitterly,  pathetically  es- 
.preffing  the  grief  and  anguifh  of  his  foul,  fearing 
lejift  both  King,  and  People  fhould  fufFer,  and 
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feel  the  dire  efFefts  of  the  thrcatcnings  and  deniin- 
ciations  announced  againft  the  tfianfgreffor,  which 
he  faw  recorded  in  that  book. 

Huldah,  a  Prophetcrs,  the  Wife  of  Shallum 
lived  at  that  time  in  the  Colledge  at  Jerufalem, 
Jofiah  fent  to  her,  Hilkiah  the  High-Prieft,  a 
feled  number  of  his  Nobles  and  Shaphan  his  Se- 
cretary, and  requefted  her  to  enquire  of  the  Lord 
concerning  the  judgments  denounced  againft  Ifrael 
and  Judah,  of  which  he  had  been  reading  in  the 
book;  and  Huldah  anfwered  them,  God  would 
not  fail  to  inflifl  on  the  Inhabitants  of  Jerufalem, 
all  that  fore  evil  and  even  the  curfes  written  in  that 
book,  but  fay  ye  to  the  King  of  Judah,  becaufe 
thy  heart  is  tender,  and  thou  didft  humble  thyfelf 
before  God,  and  rerid  thy  clothes  and  weep  be- 
fore me,  I  have  heard  thee,  and  witneffed  the 
anguifh  of  thy  foul,  I  will  gather  thee  to  thy  Fa- 
thers in  peace,  and  thy  eyes  fliall  not  fee  the  evil 
J  will  bring  on  Jerufalem  and  its  inhabitants; 
after  this  plain  and  direO:  anfwer  to  his  inquiries> 
Jofiah  affembled  all  the  Elders,  his  Nobles,  and 
Rulers  of  his  People  in  the  Temple,  and  he  read 
himfelf  beiure  ihejin,  out  of  the  book  of  the  Law, 
and  religioufly  exhorted  them  to  the  moft  rigid^ 
pious,  and  careful  obfervance  of  all  its  precepts 
and  commands.  The  King  affured  them,  they 
jDhould  always  be  the  rule  of  his  conduft,  he  was 
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himfelf  determined  to  obferve  thern^  and  fet  his 
^People  a  fteady  example  of  obedience. 

The  Priefts  and  Levites  were  npw  all  of  them 
very  bufy,  preparing  to  celebrate  the  fcaft  of  th'q 
Pafs-over,  and  were  killing  the  Pafcbal  Lamb. 
Jofiah  exhorted  them  to  purify  themfelves  for  a 
work  fo  very  folemn  and  religious,  he  gave  to 
the  People,  from  his  own  flock,  thirty  thoufand 
Lambs  and  Kids  and  three  thoufand  Oxen. 
Since  the  days  of  Samuel,  the  Prophet,  no  fuch 
religious  Zeal  and  National  Piety  had  ever  been 
feen  and  witnefTed  by  the  People. 

After  the  celebration  of  the  Pafs-over,  Jofiah 
began  another  Circuit  round  his  Kingdom,  and 
expelled  all  the  Wizards,  Inchanters,  Juglers 
and  fuch  dark  and  magic  praftices  from  out  the 
land.  He  eftablifhed  in  his  Cities,  Courts  of 
Judicature,  and  Seminaries  for  inftrufting  all  the 
People  in  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  he  publickly^ 
and  very  ferioufly  exhorted  the  Priefts  and  Le- 
vites, to  employ  all  the  day,  in  explaining  and 
diligently  enforcing,  the  pious  obfervance  on  the 
People.  Thus,  with  true  religious  zeal.  King 
Jofiah  exerted  himfelf  in  the  reformation  of  his 
Kingdom,  in  reftoring  the  pure  worihip  of  God, 
and  abolifhing  Idolatry,  in  hopes,  by  his  own  and 
his  Peoples  Piety,  he  might  in  foinemcafure  avert 
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the  fad  judgments  threatened,  from  falling  on  hb 
family  and  Jerufalem- 

This  amiable,  and  bed  of  Princes  reigned  one 
and  thirty  years  in  profound  peace,  and  at  that 
time,  Pharoah  Necho,  King  of  Egypt,  marched 
with  his  Army  in  order  to  invade  Aflyria.  In 
hoftile  array,  the  King  led  them  acrofs  Judaea, 
intending  only  by  that  road  to  enter  Aflyria. 
Jofiah  was  difpleafcd  and  alarmed,  and  the  King 
with  all  his  Army  met  the  Egyptian  Prince,  in- 
tending a  formidable  oppofuion  to  his  March,  and 
Jofiah  encamped  in  the  Valley  of  Megiddo. 
Pharoah  Necho  here  fent  a  friendly  Embafly  to 
Jofiah,  cxprefsly  affuring  him,  he  had  no  hollile 
views  whatever  againft  the  Kingof  Judah.  Jofiah 
had  taken  the  alarm,  and  would  not  be  perfuade4, 
as  he  was  fallying  out  from  his  tent  in  his  chariot, 
and  riding  round  bis  own  Camp,  Pharoah  Necho's 
Archers  {hot  at  King  Jofiah,  and  they  wound- 
ed him,  Jofiah  faid,  have  me  away,  and  his 
fervants  inftandy  took  him  out  of  the  chariot 
bleeding  and  fwooning,  they  put  him  into  ano- 
ther chariot  that  he  had  in  waiting,  and  hurried 
him  from  the  Camp,  but  as  foon  as  he  had 
reached  Jerufalem,  Jofiah  died,  in  the  thirty- 
ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  thirty-firft  of  his 
yeign,  and  with  this  amiable  and  highly  virtuous 
Pjrince  i$  f?iid  to  have  expired;  the  religion,  the 
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happinefs  and  glory  of  the  Nation.  Jeremy  the 
Prophet  compofed,  on  this  fad  event,  a  pathetic, 
and  at  that  time,  a  very  celebrated  Elegy,  called 
the  firft  Book  of  the  Lamentations,  a  funeral 
Dirge,  fung  by.  a  choice  band,  of  finging  men  and 
fmgiog  women,  at  his  burial,  with  the  deepeft  for- 
row  and  with  the  tendereft  feelings  of  diftrefs,  per- 
fonal  and  national,  the  Prophet  is  faid  to  have  de- 
fcribed  the  mournful  and  heartfelt  forrow  of  all 
his  People.  This  book  is  unfortunately  loft,  the 
fccond  Book  of  the  Lamentations  was  wrote,  on 
thefure  convjftion,  the  Prophet  then  had,  of 
the  final  deftrudion  of  Jerufalem. 

King  Jofiah  was  magnificiently  buried,  in 
Toyai  pomp  in  the  of  Sepulchre  of  David,  and  in 
Tuch  affeftionate  veneration  was  the  memory  of 
this  beft  of  Princes  held,  that  for  more  than  a 
century  afterwards  (efteeming  this  the  firft  blow 
and  commencement  of  their  calamities)  on  all 
mournful  occafions,  feafons  of  forrow  and  dif- 
may,  the  finging  men  and  finging  women  chanted 
this  funeral  Ode  and  afrefli  commemorated,  the 
very  early,  and  untimely  death,  of  King  Jofiah^ 
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^rr*HIS  Prince  was  the  youngeft  Son  ofJKinj 
'  -*^  Jofiah,  but  being  of  an  aftive  varljke  fpirit 
like  a  young  Lion,  the  People  made  choice  of  | 
him,  blew  the  trumpetii  and  proclaimed  him  King 
ofjudah,  in  the  year  of  the  World,  three  thou- 
fand  three  hundred  and  ninety-fix,  and  fix  hun- 
dred and  eight  years  before  Chrift. 

Jehoahaz  had  alfo  the  name  of  Shallum,  his 
Mother  was  i  Daughter  of  Jeremiah  of  Libnah. 
This  young  Prince  afcended  the  throne  at  the  agc5 
t>{  three  and  twenty,  and  unwifely  conraienced  his 
Reign  with  the  very  early  proofs  of  diflblutenefs 
and  impiety,*  ambitioufly  imitating  the  vices  and 
idolatry  of  fome  of  the  worft  of  his  prcdeceffors. 
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l*he  People,  in  general,  were  much  difpofcd 
lo  return  to  their  heathenifli  Tuperftitions  and  the 
worfliip  of  Idol5,  and  the  King  thought  to  gratify 
them  by  complacency  and  ind  igence  in  order 
to  acquire  a  popularity,  and  he  hereby  paid  a 
Compliment  to  £gypt,  b)  conformiig  to  their 
Idols  and  Ceremonious  woilhip. 

The  Prophet  Jeremiah  was  exprefsly  fent  to 
Jehoahaz,  and  with  earneft  warmth  would  faia 
have  brought  to  his  remembrance,  the  Virtues, 
and  God-like  Piety  of  his  Father,  perfuafively 
inviting  him  to  imitate  it,  and  as  a  powerful  in-, 
ducement,  at  parting,  the  Prophet  uttered  a 
fevere  threat,  and  ftrikingly  told  the  King,  that 
in  cafe*  he  did  not,  in  right  earneft,  fet  about  a 
fpeedy  reformation,  God  would  fignally  punifli 
him,  he  (hould  be  ignominioufly  led  away  cap* 
tive,  into  a  foreign  land,  and  he  ftiould  die  there. 

The  reign  of  Jehoahaz  was  very  fhort,  only 
three  months,  for  Pharoah-Necho^  King  of 
Egypt,  having  been  fuccefsful  in  his  expedition 
againft  Aflyria,  as  he  returned  back  from  the 
banks  of  the  Euphrates,  he  paffed  through  Judaea, 
and  depofed  the  Jewifli  King.  Necho  firft  dif- 
patched  a  Captain  and  his  Guard,  and  fummoned 
Jehoahaz  to  meethim  atRiblah,  where,he  ordered 
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liim  into  confinement,  and  afterwards  pafled  fcn- 

tence  upon  him. 

Jehoahaz,  laden  with  chains  of  brafs,  difgrace- 
fully  followed  Pharoah-Necho  into  Egypt,  he 
there  added  lo  the  honours  of  his  triamphj  and 
ivas  conlTned  a  Statc-Prifoncr  as  long  as  he  lived* 
dying  iji  it  foreign  land,  as  the  Prophet  had  fore* 
told. 

The  King  of  Egypt  now  made  the  CroWn  of 
Judah  tributary,  and  laid  on  it  a  yearly  tax  of 
one  hundred  talents  of  filver  and  one  talent  of 
gold.  Eliakim,  the  eldeft  Son  of  Jofiah,  Pha- 
roah-Necho  placed  upon  the  JewiOi  Throne, 
and  to  fhow  his  Sovcreigrty  as  a  Conqueror,  he 
commanded  him  to  change  his  name  to  Jehoia- 
kim>  The  Egyptian  Prince  then  led  back  his 
viftorious  Troops  out  of  Judaea, 
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THIS  Prince,  the  cldeft  Son  of  Jofiah,  was 
crowned  at  Jerufalem,  in  the  year  of  the 
World,  three  thoufand, three  hundred  and  ninety- 
fix  ;  and  fix  hundred  and  eight  years  before  the 
birth  of  our  Saviour, 

The  King  of  Egypt,  as  an  exercife  of  his  royal 
Authority,  had  commanded  him  to  aflumc  the 
name  of  Jehoiakim,  and  he  was  now  at  the  age  of 
five  and  twenty. 

In, order  to  pay  the  tribute  exafted  by  Tharoah- 
Necho,  the  young  Prince  began  his  reign  by 
levying  a  heavy  tax  throughout  his  Kingdom,  a 
mode  which  had  been  dilated  to  him  by  Egypt. 
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|ehoiakirri  \Wed  in  tlie  habitual  prafiice  of 
Idolatry  hiTnfcir  and  the  very  worft  vices  of  his 
Anccftors  filling  JerufAlem  T^ith  the  innocent 
blood  of  the  Prophc:s,  and  paffing  fentence  of 
d^ath  on  all  who  refuled  Lo  conform  to  Idol  wor-* 
fhip  and  his  impiety, 

'.  On  a  day,  when  all  the  People  were  affemblcd 
in  the  Temple,  to  celebrate  the  feaft  of  Taber- 
naclf^s,  a  folemn  jewifii  Fcftival,  the  Proplict 
Jeremiah  publickiy  adjnanifiied  and  reproved 
both  Kinj;  and  Peopk*,  with  i^armth  and  earnort- 
nefjj  ferioufly  exli^irdng  tliem  to  repent,  and  he 
pronounced  this  feverc  threat^  fliould  they  pcrfift^ 
ih  their  impiety  and  Idolatry,  God  Y-ou\d  dedroy 
tbeir  Ten^ple,  and  Jerufalcm  ivould  become  a 
curfe.  At  this  freedom  and  zeal  of  the  Prophet, 
the  Populace,  and  more  particularly  the  Priefts 
were  highly  enraged,  and  they  feized  Jere- 
miah, and  carried  him  before  the  Magiftrates^ 
but  the  Prophet  was  honourably  difmiffed  and 
acquitted,  '*  This  man  is  not  worthy  of  death,  h? 
'*  hath  fpcken  to  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.'* 

Nebuchadnezzar,  King  of  Affyria,  after  he  had 
gJutted  his  revenge  on  the  Egyptian  Prince,  and 
taken  from  him  all  that  Country  between  the 
River  Euphrates  and  the  Nile,  marched  his  vic- 
torious Army   into   Judaea  and  advanced  to  the 
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Capital,,  he  took  the  City  of  Jerufalem  and 
carried  away  Captive  Jehoiakim,  aod  the  large 
and  valuable  gold  veffels,  the  richeft  ornaments 
of  the  Temple.  The  King  remained  long  a  State- 
Prifoner  in  Babylon,  but  at  length  the  haughty 
Monarch  condefcended  to  accept  a  large  yearly 
tribute,  and  reftored  the  Crown  and  Khigdom  la 
Jehoiakim, 

The  Hiftory    informs  us,  banilhment  «nd  im« 
prifonment,  wrought  no  happy  change  in  the  dif- 
pofition  of  this  very  weak  and   mod  abandoned 
Prince,  immediately  on  his  return  to  Jerufalem^ 
he  rcfumed  all  his  former  vicious  habits,  his  diffo- 
lutenefs  and    impiety,  although    they   had  been 
the  fad  fources,  of  all  his  former  fufFerings  and 
Captivity ;  Jeremiah  the   Prophet  was  again  fent 
to  admonifti  him,  and  very   ftrikingly  told  him, 
that  fince  he  was  deaf  to  reproof,  and  threatening^ 
and  warnings  were  of  no  avail,  the  King  of  Baby- 
ion  would  return  with  his  Army  againft  Judah, 
again  befiege  Jerufalem,  and  carry  away    both 
King  and  People,  they  fhould  be  all  led  Captive 
to  Babylon,  and  remain  in  bondage  fcventy  years, 
after  which  they  fhould  be  no  more  a  Monarchy^ 
their  lands  fhould  be  defolate. 

During    three   years,     Jehoiakim    continued 
regularly   to  pay  his  tribute,  and    acknoy^ledge 
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his  fubje£l!onto  Babylon^  at  that  time  be  gre%r 
icmifs,  and  three  whole  years  had  paJTed,  wherein 
he  had  paid  none,  upon  which,  a  war  commenced 
between  the  two  Nations,  and  during  thcle  hofti- 
litics,  Jeremiah  was  commanded  to  write  down, 
on  a  roll  of  parchment^  all  his  prophecies  and 
threatenings  concerning  Judah,  and  to  caufe  them 
to  be  read  publickly,  before  all  the  People  who 
were  affembledon  a  high  antj  folemn  feflival,  then 
kept  io  the  Temple;  that  the  People  feeing  and 
hearing  the  many  judgments  denounced  by  God 
againd  iheni,  might  repent  and  be  forgiven.  The 
Prophet  was  at  that  time  fliut  up  in  Prifon,  but' 
he  dircfled  Baruc^  his  Scribe,  to  write  down 
from  bis  moutb,  the  tenor  and  very  words  of  the 
threatenings  he  had  foretold^  and  audibly  to  read 
them  before  all  the  alfenibly ;  the  fcrolc  was  firft 
read  in  the  High-Prieft's  apartment,  then  again 
in  the  Secretaries  Office,  in  prefence  of  the  No- 
bles and  Princes;  Baruc  was  commanded  to 
withdraw  until  the  King's  pleafure  fliould  be 
known  refpefting  the  fcrole.  Jehoiakim  ordered 
it  to  be  brought  to  the  Palace,  and  while  they 
were  reading,  the  King  grew  warm  and  angry  at 
the  denunciations  and  Judgments  threatened  him^ 
he  haftily  fnatched  the  fcrole  out  of  his  hand,  cut 
it  to  pieces,  and  threw  it  into  the  fire. 
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The  Prophet  was  ordered  again  to  write  down 
the  words  of  the  fame  Judgments  and  threats, 
with  this  addition,  that  Jehoiakim  fhould  have 
none  to  fit  upon  the  Throne  of  David,  the  dead 
body  of  Jehoiakim  fhould  becaft  out,  in  the  day- 
time be  expofed  to  the  heat,  in  the  night  to  the 
frofl,  and  that  God  would  affuredly  bring  upon 
Judab  all  the  evils  denounced  againft  them. 

It  was  foon  after  the  finifhing  of  this  fecond 
fcrole,  Nebuchadnezzar  having  conquered  Egypt, 
marched  an  Army  of  Syrians,  Chaldaeans,  Am- 
monites and  Moabites  into  Judaea,  to  inforc^ 
his  authority  and  punifh  their  revolt,  under  the 
banner  of  fo  puiffant  and  victorious  a  Monarch, 
thefe  Nations  all  in  fubjeftion  and  his  tributaries, 
readily  enlifted,  ravaging  and  laying  wafle  the 
whole  Kingdom,  and  they  led  away  captive  a 
vafl  number  of  Jews,  murdered  their  Prince  and 
dragged  his  dead  carcafe  ignominioufly  through 
the  City  and  beyond  its  gates,  and  there  left  it  un- 
buried,  according  to  the  preditlion  of  the  Pro- 
phet Jeremiah. 

Jehoiakim  had  reigned  eleven  years  in  Jcrur, 
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THIS  young  Prince,  Son  of  Jehoiakim,  is 
alfo  called  by  the  name  of  Jeconiab,  h*» 
was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  afcended  the 
Throne  of  Judah,  in  the  year  of  the  World, 
three  thoufand  four  hundred  and  feven;and  five 
hundred  and  ninety •feven  years  before  Chrift* 

At  a  very  early  period,  Jehoiachin  was  diftin- 
guiflied  for  his  impiety,  and  he  began  his  reign 
with  the  moft  abandoned  vices  of  his  Anceftors, 
fhort  indeed  was  his  trial  and  career,  but  wicked 
and  bafe  he  praftifed,  during  that  Ihort  time,  all 
the  abominations  of  his  Father, 

At  the  end  of  three  months,  Nebuchadnezzar, 
King  of  Babylon,  marched  a  formidable  Army 
into  Judsea,  and   approached  Jerufalcm.     In  the 
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,^ft,))umbjle  and  fubmiffive  manner,  by  the  ad* 
vice  of  the  Prophet  Jeremiah,  the  young  Prince 
with  his  Wives  and  his  Mother,  his  Nobles  and 
the  Officers  of  his  Court,  came  out  in  a  body, 
furrendereli  therafelves  up,  paid  him  homage  ast 
hte  vaffals,  and  fucd  for  mercy.  Nebuchadnezzar 
was  inexorable^  the  Jewifli  King,  his  Wives,  hia 
Mother^  his  whole  Court  were  made  Prifoncrs^ 
aund  afterwards  led  away  Captives  to  Babylon. 
(■./■•  •  .     •         •* 

-  The  Temple,  Palaces,  Trea&ry  and  Cicy^ 
were  all  plundered,  of  every  valuable,  and  Ne- 
buchadnezzar carried  off  feven  thoufand  vaKant 
Soldiers  diftinguiflied  for  their  bravery,  and  one 
thoufand  craftfmen  and  fmiths,  among  the  Cap- 
tives, Ezekiel  the  Prophet,  and  Mordecai  Uncle 
jto  Queen  Efther,  were  now  led  away  to  bondage. 

Before  he  left  Jerufalem,  Nebuchadnezzar 
placed  Mattaniah,  Jofiah's  third  Son,  and  Uncle 
to  Jehoiachin,  on  the  Jewilh  Throne,  upon  his 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity,  but 
he  firit  feleQed  out  his  hoftages^  and  fettled  tbci 
yearly  tribute  to  Babylon* 

Mattaniah  was  commanded,  to  take  upon  him 
the  name  of  Zedekiah.     The  Conquerors  of  the 
£a(t  impofed  a  name^  as  a  token  of  fubje6iion; 
^  ■■•.  Vol.  I.  Qq  q  on 
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oh  Princes  ihcy  had  honoured  vith  their  patra*- 

The  Severity  yean  Captivity  of  the  JeW3  in 
Babylon,  is  dated  from  this  period, 

Jehoiachin^  and  his  Mother,  both  of  them 
died  in  Babylun^  but  the  King  had  been  feveH 
and  thirty  years  a  State  Prifoner;  in  the  iaft  year 
of  his  life,  foon  after  EviUMerodach  came  to 
the  Crowo^  and  fuccceded  Nebu<:hadnezzar  bis 
Father^  this  Prince  fent  to  the  Prifon,  and  ad-* 
muted  the  Jewifh  King  to  an  apartment  in  ^tbc 
Palace,  oidered  the  Enfigti*s  bf  KoyaUy  to  be 
reitored  bini,  appointed  him  a  table^  and  an  allow* 
ance  to  alt  his  family. 
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AT  the  a^e  of  twenty-one,  the  youngeft  Son 
ofKiog  Jofiah,  and  Uncle  to  Jehoiachin, 
fras crowned  at  Jerufalem,  Kingof  Judah^  and  be 
aflumed  the  name  ofZc^^kuh, 

In  the  year  of  the  World,  three  thoufand  four 
handled  and  feven;  ^nd  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
icvco  y^ears  before  ibe  birth  of  our  Saviour. 

The  veign  ^  thi)  young  Prince^  was  npt  re<- 
markable  for  its  iinpitMy»  but  it  was  fignallydi£» 
tinguiQied  by  Hiany  d^fUeifcs  almoft  tpo  painful  to 
relate^  fainilyji  p^f(wa&i  andn^tional^ 

Zedekiah>  for  fome  y^vt,  regularly  paid  his 
yearly'  tribute  to  39bylon.  Hi& acigbbours  the 
Anvno|utc$,   A^oabj   £gIoid,   Tyre   and    Sidoa 
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were  at  Ais  lime,  all   under  fubjeflion,  ami  tri-  '" 
butary  to    Nebuchadnezzar,  the    AfTyrian    Mo- 
narch, now  at  the  height  of  all  his  glpry,     Eacti 
of  thefe  dates,  and   Kingdoms,    had   forwarded 
AmbafTadors  to  Jcnifakm  congratulating  ZcdeJ*^ 
kiah  on  his  acceflion  and  feUlement  on  the  Throne      I 
of  Judah,  but   they   evtry  one  of  them,  at   the 
fame  time,  fccictly  propoftd  to  him,  a  union  with 
thcra,  in  a   confederacy   and   revoh,  all  of  them 
verc  eager  and   ambitious  (o  fhake  offa  depcn- 
dance  lo  burihcniome  and  difgraccFuh 

Their  propofals  were  highly  flattering  and 
pleating  to  this  young  Piince,  and  he  cargcrly 
liftcncd  to  them,  but  the  Prophet  Jeremiah,  was 
I  well  aware  of  their  fallacy  and  danger,  and  he 
previoufly  fent  to  the  feveral  Amballadurs  a 
chain  and  a  yoke,  defiring  them,  to  carry  them 
home,  each  one  to  his  own  Court.  The  Prophet 
not  drontenting  himfelf  with  fo  ftriking  an  emblem 
and  reproof,  in  the  name  of  God,  gravely  and 
with  earneft  warmth  reafoned  with  them,  recom- 
mending a  patient  fnbmiflion,  leaft  a  much  hea- 
vier yoke  fliould  be  lain  upon  them  all. 

Zedckiah,  deceived  by  his  Council  and  Nobles^ 
liftened  to  his  flatterers,  and  he  took  encou<»- 
ragement  from  the  prediftions  of  hisfalfe  Pro- 
phets,  unwittingly  expe£ling  the    bleflings  they 

\  foretold 
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foretold.  Nothing  was  heard,  but  one  perpetual 
cry  of  viClory  and  deliverance  from  morning 
until  night.  The  Prophet  Jeremy^  with  zeal 
and  great  concern,  ftfenuoufly  contradifted 
thenu  He  exprefsly  foretold  the  impending  ruin 
of  the  City,  and  defolation  of  the  Country,  and 
kept  writing  many  letters  himfelf  to  his  friends 
and  acquaintance  already  Captives  in  Babylon, 
whenever  meffengers  were  fent  thither  with  the 
yearly  tribute  money,  defiring  they  would  not 
flatter  themfelves  with  the  expeftation  of  liberty 
or  deliverance  before  feventy  years  were  expired^ 
Thefe  fufFering  Captives,  diftrefled  at  what  the 
Prophet  told  them,  and  in  fad  defpondency,  wrote 
back  angry  letters  to  Jerufalem,  praying  to  have 
Jeremiah  apprehended,  and  punilhed,  for  utter- 
ing (as  they  fuppofed)  the  diflates  of  the  King 
of  Babylon,  and  not  thofe  of  the  God  of 
li'rael.  Jeremiah's  enemies,  and  miftaken 
friends  at  length  prevailed,  the  Prophet  was  ap- 
prehended and  caft  into  Prifon*  The  falfe  Pro- 
phets, whofe  favourable  predi£kions  had  fo  flat- 
tered and  infatuated  Zedekiah,  all  exulted  and 
rejoiced,  at  this  event,  and  now  acquiring  more 
influence,  they  perfuaded  the  King  to  fliake  off 
the  Babylonifli  yoke,  but  the  enterprize  and  very 
rafli  attempt  haftened  on  the  deftruftion  of  the 
Temple,  the  City,  and  the  Empire, 

Aa 
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As  fooa  as  NebucbgdiK&^sw  bcand  o£  Zoic* 
liab*$  revoke  arul  Uiat  bfihsidi  br^k^e:  bis  onOxof 
Fidelity^  hebeg^  bttUdiiig  Fqi:cs  at  .ctrnvcniQiii 
d^ftance^  ^dg^rrifoned  tlieov  i^^  or^  j($  p^eo^ 
vent  provifiotii^  and  aU  fuppliesi  wbat^ver  jicidg 
l^rougbt^  J«rufa^»  and  in  th^:  ntntb  yfftr  df 
(be  reign  of  Zed^kiah^  the  A%rian  Monarch 
inarched  a  formidable  Army  u^ta  }uis»  wAhud 
9cge  to  the  Capkat;^  the  King  b^  neither  iime 
nor  even  the  power  of  contriving  and  providing 
fe-r  bis  own  fafety  pr  \M  Pe<^le$»  bumfaScd  ixA 
fore  alarmed^  Zeclcki^  no^r  iav  his  error;  but 
it  was  too  late ;  the  King  appttcd  in  right  eameft 
t»  the  Prophet.,  and  fent  for  him  out  of  prifon^ 
Jeren^  exprefsly  toblbiiD),  both  City  andTe^ 
pie  would  be  utterly  dnftroyed^  the  King  hitofel^ 
his  Nobles  and  all  his  Subjeds  would  be.  cari^ 
ried  away  Captive   to  Babylon. 

At  this  time  Pharoah-Hophra,  King  of  Egypt, 
headed  a  powerful  Army  and  brought  them  againft 
the  befiegers,  JNebuchadnezzar  boldly  led  hit 
Anny  back  and  met  the  Egyptians,  a  bloody  battle 
was  fought,  and  a  complete  viftory  obtained  by 
AiTyria.  Nebuchadnezzar,  with  his  highly  fpi- 
ritcd  Troops,  in  the  hour  of  triumph,  returned 
before  Jerufalem  and  vigoroufly  renewed  the 
«tta^k, 

Z;cdekiali, 
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Zedckiah,  fiad  been  eameRly  imploring  the 
prayers  and  inierceflSon  of  .the  Prophet^  during 
the  abfcnce  of  the  Enemy,  in  behalf  of  himfdf  * 
and  his  People,  but  the  only  anfwer  he  could 
obtain  was,  the  Ghaldeos  would  certainly  return^ 
Pharpah-Hophra,  and  the  Egyptiaiis,  would  all 
lie  driven  back,  Judah  would  be  left  to  the 
imercy  of  the  Kin^  of  Babylon. 

The  City  had  held  out  two  yeary  and  a  half,  at 
which  tiltie  the  People  were  almoft  'ftarved.     By 
€h<&  battering  rams  and  the  vigorous  efforts  of  the 
Chatdees,  a  breach  in  the  wall  was  now  .made^ 
duid  the  'Knemy  kept  pouring  into  the  City  in 
^f eat  numbers;  while  all  this  was  taking. place  in 
oliep^rt,  many  of  the.ibldiery  and  inhabitants 
fled,  by  way  of  a  gate  leading   to  the  King'k 
gard^,   and  efcaped  to  the  plains*     Jeremiah 
ftrenuoufly  urged  the  King  to  furrend^er  himfelf^ 
but  he  was  all  defpair^  and  determined  to  atteiopt 
to  fly  away,  and  if  poflible  elude  the  Enemy^ 
IPox  this  purpofe  he  ftble  out,  at  dead  of  nighjt^ 
with  a  few  Nobles  and  only  his  Body-Guard;  tl^ 
Chaldeans  ever  on  the  watch,  fooDi  Tpicd  him 
Out^  and  dilpatched  a  party  which  overtook  him. 
2;ed6kiah,  his  Nobles  and  Guard,,  were^Umade 
Prifoners,  ahd  led  to  the  AlTyrian  Camp,^^  from 
thence  they  were  carried  to  Riblab,  and  ufhered 
latQ    tkc   Royal    Pretence.      Nebuchadnezzar 

*   haci 
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hid  here  fixed  his  head-quarter j,  a  convenient 
firuation,  from  whence  he  could  watch  his  own 
territories,  and  fupply  his  Army  wuh  frefli  re- 
cruits and  provifion. 

The  AiTyrian  Tyrant,  favage  and  furious^  here 
glutted  his  revenge  moft  baib^roufiy,  he  fuin* 
moned  a  council,  brought  on  the  trial  of  Zcdc- 
kiah,  convicted  him  of  tieachery  and  rebellion^ 
and  inftamly  paffed  fentcnce*  Zcdckiali*s  chil- 
dren were  now,  one  by  onc>  led  into  Court  and 
butchered  before  his  face,  imniedfately  after^ 
the  Fathcr*s  eyes  were  both  flruck  out,  indelibly 
to  fix  for  ever  on  his  mind,  the  laft  fad  fight  of  all 
his  life.  This  bloody,  and  moft  horrid  deed,  fell 
out  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  Reign,  Zedekiah 
now  blind  and  laden  with  heavy  chains  of  brafs, 
was  ignominioufly  led  away  to  Babylon,  ta  grace 
the  triumph  of  the  Babylonifli  Monarch,  after 
which  he  ended  his  days  there,  a  State- Prifoner, 
and  in  a  dungeon*  Thus  Nebuchadnezzar  found 
the  means  of  reconciling  the  predictions  of  two 
Prophets,  Jeremiah  and  EzekieJ,  both  of  thepi 
foretold  Zedekiah's  captivity  and  death  in  Baby- 
lon, this  Prince  was  carried  to  Babylon  and  he 
died  there,  but  he  never  faw  the  City,  and  Jere- 
»iiah  had  prophefied  he  never  fhould. 

After 


I 


.  .Aft^r  a  clofe  fiege,  of  more  than  .two  yeat^, 
6  numerous  and  powerful  Army  without.  Famine 
and  Peftilence  within,  the  Chaldees  took  Jerufa- 
lem  by  ftorm  on  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  of  the  World,  three  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  eighteen.  They  plundered  th?i 
Temple  and  the  royal  Palaces,  the  Trcafury, 
Publick  building?,  and  houfes  of  the  Nobles,  feiz- 
ing  all  the  valuables,  coolly  furniture,  arid  the 
richeft  fpoils.  All  the  Gold,  Silver,  and  Porta* 
bles,  with  what  were  left  of  the  utenfils  and  mag* 
mficent  Veffels  (which  they  cut  off  from  their 
ftands)  and  now  they  pulled  down  the  brafs  Pil- 
lars and  fea  of  brafs  (fo  immenfe,  they  were 
faid  to  be,  without  weight)  and  they  ftript  them 
all  off  from  the  Temple  and  fent  them  to  Ba- 
bylon; the  Chaldaean  Army,  pradifed  the  moft 
wanton  cruelty,  ravaging  and  deflroying  all  they 

could  not   carry   away.  - 

♦ 

•Some  montlis  after,  Nebuzar-adon  a  Chaldec 
XSeneral,  by  orders  from  his  Court,  fet  fire  to 
the  whole  City,  and  to  this  fuperb  and  moft  ir^agr 
nificent  ftrufture  the  Temple,  after  it  had  flood 
ifour  hundred  and  fifty  years,  the  Ornament  and 
glory  of  the  world.  Having  effefted  this  tot^d 
deftruQ;ion  of  the  City  they  demoliOied  tfie 
Walls,    Towers^    Fortreffes    and   Fortifications, 

Vol.  I.  Rrr  ''  and 
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and  the  inhabitants  as  many  as  yet  furvived,wcrc 
all  driven  away  captives  to  Babylon. 

Forefeeing  this  fad  event,  in  the  fpiritof  Pro- 
ph^y,  Jeremiah  pathetically  foretold  this  mourn- 
ful journey  of  the  Ifraelitcs  leading  away  to  Ba- 
bylon. 

"  A  voice  was  heard  in  Ramah,  lamentation 
"  and  bitter  weeping — Rachel  weeping  for  her 
*'  children  and  refufing  to  be  comforted.*'  Ra* 
chel,  Jacobs  beloved  Wife,  was  buried  between 
Ramah  and  Bethlehem,  and  the  Ifraelites  pafled 
by  her  tomb,  in  their  way  from  Jerufalem  to 
Babylon.  The  Prophet  poetically  calls  her 
from  the  Manfions  of  the  dead,  (the  afflifled 
Mother  of  both  Tribes)  to  bewail  the  dire  and 
fad  cataftrophe — Sons,  and  Daughters,  led  away 
to  bondage. 

The  advantageous  fituation  of  Jerufalem,  on 
a  high  eminence,  the  amazing  ftrength  and 
height  of  its  walls  and  bulwarks,  the  valour  and 
martial  prowefs  of  its  warlike  inhabitants  had  long 
protrafted  the  fiege.  Nebuchadnezzar  began 
with  blocking  it  Up  with  lines  of  eircumvallation^ 
-and  contravallation^  to  prevent  all  acccfs  of 
provifion  and  fupplies,  intending  to  ftarvc  them 
and  compel  them  to  furrender,  and  be  was  hereby 

avoiding 


.  avoiding  all  fallies  from  the  beficged,  which 
might  annoy  his  Army;  but  in  high  fpirits,  after 
his  viaory  over  Pharoah-Hophra,  immediately 
tm  hk  Tctom,  he  errfteit  Tcogcrsy  fronr  the  lop 
of  which,  he  could  aflault  the  Guards  polled  on 
the  walls.  The  befieged,  on  their  part,  raifed 
oppofite  edifices,  by  way  of  defence  from  the 
battering  rams  and  other  Engines  ofthe^Enemy. 
Nebuchadnezzar  vig^roufly  employed  every 
warlike  art,  and  maneuvre,  to  open  a  breach  for 
his  brave  foldiers,  his  horfes  and  chariots  to 
enter,  at  laft  his  efforts  proved  fuccefsful,  and 
he  took  by  ftorm,  this  almoft  impregnable  For- 
trafs  and  ftr<5i^g  Hold  of  -^pn,  thi?  jjflcijrfoiis  ani^ 
once  fo  highly  favoured  Jerufalem. 

Thus  moft  unhappily  ended  the  Jewifh  Monar- 
chy, after  it  liad  Hood  four Tiundfea  and  eighty- 
e^t  years  ftom  the  acceflBon  of  David,  and 
'~^hree  hundred  and  eighty-eight  years  from  the 
revolt  of.  the  ^n  yribf^  a|i^  fij^feijuieK  divifion 
of  the  Empire^  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  foi^r 
years  aftej?  the  Ifnaditift;  commonHivrfaltii,  con* 
fitting  of  the  ten  reyoltiriff  Tribes,  had  ended  in 
their  difperfton  and'ctipUvity.  • 

To  thistpertofl*  Ae  4Ctngdom  of  JuHah  had 
defcended  uninterruptedly  in  the  line  of  David. 
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IN  the  year  of  the  World,  three  thoufand 
twenty-feven ;  and  nine  hundred  feventy- 
feven  years  before  the  birth  of  our  Saviour^ 
Jeroboam  Son  of  Nebat^  an  intrepid^  and  highly 
fpirited  Youth  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim^  acquired 
a  popularity,  and  was  elefted  by  the  voice  of 
the  people,  King  over  Ifrael. 

At  the  appointment  of  Solomon,  Jeroboan^ 
had  been  employed  as  Over^feer  over  his  own 
Tribe,  and  over  the  tribe  of  Manafleh.  Ahijah 
the  Prophet  had  revealed  to  him^  that  on  the 
death  of  the  reigning  Monarch,  ten  of  the 
twelve  Tribes  would  be  rent  from  his  Succef- 
for,  and  that  he  himfelf  was  the  perfon  God 
had  appointed  to  reign  over  them. 

It 

3027 .    In  the  Ktlga  of  Rchoboam  King  of  Judai»« 
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It  was  very  ufual  for  the  Prophets  to  ex- 
emplify their  Meffages  by  adion^  Ahijah  the 
Skilonite  met  Jeroboam,  as  they  two  were  croffing 
a  field  alone,  the  young  Officer  was  clad  in 
a  new  garment^  and  Ahijah  caught  hold  of 
the  coat  and  rent  it  in  twelve  pieces,  and  he 
faid  to  Jeroboam,  take  ye  ten  pieces,  for  thus 
faith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ilrael^  behold  1 
will  rend  the  Kingdom  out  of  the  hand  of 
Solomon^   and  will  give   ten  tribes   to   thee. 

On  fuch  intelligence  Jeroboam's  ambition 
inftantly  took  fire,  he  grew  thoughtful  and  elated 
with  bis  new  expe£lations  and  dignity. 

Whether  Solomon  fufpeiSted  bis  difloyalty  or 
had  been  informed  of  the  Prophefy,  Jeroboam 
thought  it  prudent  to  retire  into  Egypt  to  avoid 
all  fufpicion,  and  the  difpleafure  and  refentment 
of  the  King,  but  immediately  upon  the  death 
of  Solomon,  Jeroboam  returned  to  be  in  readi- 
nefs,  and  watch  the  firft  favourable  opportunity  of 
•gratifying  an  ambition,  the  Prophet  Ahijah  had 
fo  wonderfully  excited. 

The  haughty  vanity  and  thoughtlefs  weaknefs 
of  Rehoboam  (Solomon's  Son)  gave  him  a  very 
fpeedy  and  fucccfsful  one. 

A  Faftion 
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'  A  Faftion  was  fiiddenly  formed  and  headed 
by  Jeroboam,  a  petition  from  the  People  car- 
ried up  by  him  for  a  redreft  of  their  grievancesj 
was  imprudently  and  with  haughty  infolence  re* 
je6led,  a  revolt  inftantly  enfued  — Rehoboam 
efcaped  for  his  life,  flew  away,  mounted  his 
chariot,  and  drove  full  fpecd  to  his  Capital  for 
fafety,  Adoram,  his  officer  of  revenue,  the  ve- 
nerabfe  old  Steward  both  of  David  and  Solomon 
Was  murdered  on  the  fpot,  and  now  ten  of  tht 
twelve  Tribes  with  fpirit  and  intrepidity  cried 
Out  aloud,  "  To  your  Tents !  To  your  Tents4  O' 
"  IfraeL**  Sounding  inftantly  the  trumpets  thejr 
proclaimed  Jeroboam  King  over  Ifrael. 

The  firft  thoughts  of  this  young  Monarch  were 
very  naturallyand  afliduoufly  employed  in  arrang*- 
ing  and  eftablifhing  his  new-.gott^n  Kingdom ; 
the  better  to  defend  and  fecure  it,  he  repaired  to 
-the  boundaries  and  frontiers,  fortified  them, 
built  barracks  and  ftationed  a  guard;  he  next 
rebuilt  arid  fortified  Sechem  and  Penuel,  making 
them  royal  Cities,  the  former  he  made  his  place 
of  refidenoe,  where  he  fettled  his  houfehold,  and 
always  kept  his  Court. 

What  perplexed  Jeroboam,  moft  of  all  was^ 
that  the  Ifraelites  of  every  Tribe,  bad  made  it  a 
conftant  rule  to  go  up  publickly  to  worftiip  God, 

in 
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in  the  Temple  at  Jeruralem^  three  times  tYtrf" 
year.  The  Kin^  was  fearful  left  at  thefe  feafonS 
feeing  the  fplcndour  of  the  City,  the  Temple 
and  the  Priefts,  his  fubje£ls  might  avail  them^ 
felves  of  the  opportunity,  and  reconcile  their 
differences  with  their  Brethren.  Jeroboam  im-^ 
pioufly  and  ungratefully  refolved  to  facrifice  re«» 
ligion,  to  his  falfe  ideas  of  fafety,  and  be  caufed 
to  be  made  two  molten  images  in  the  figure  of 
golden  calves,  fuch  as  he  had  feen  worfhipped  in 
Egypt,  and  he  faid,  '*  Behold  thy  Gods  O* 
•^  Ifrael.'*  Jeroboam  caufed  them  to  be  fef  up^ 
at  the  two  extremities  of  his  Kingdom,  the 
the  Northern  and  the  Southern,  the  one  at  Dan, 
and  the  other  at  Bethel,  and  he  iffued  out  a  pro- 
clamation commanding  all  his  People  to  wor&ip 
God  at  Dan  and  Bethel,  and  prohibited  them, 
henceforward,  under  a  fevere  penalty,  even 
going  up  toworfhip  at  Jerufalem. 

From  this  fatal  error 'arofe  all  the  misfortunes 
of  this  Prince's  Reign,  and  Ifraels  woe  and  diC- 
trcffes — God  had  gracioufly  given  him  a  King* 
dom,  and  direded  him  to  a  line  of  virtue  and 
duty,  annexing  a  promife  of  proteftion  and 
,  favour  to  the  obfervance  and  performance  of  it- 
Jeroboam  had  witneffedldol  worQiip  in  Egypt, 
and  he  chofe  to  prefer  bis  own  weak  policy,  and 

.  foolifli 
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Tooiifli  imaginations,  to  a  grateful  dependence  oil 
God,  and  a  reliance  on  his  promifes. 

To  wean  his  People  more  efFeftuall)^  froirt 
their  ufual  mode  and  cuftoms,  Jeroboam  fet 
about  building  new  Temples  for  Worfhip  and 
Altars  on  all  the  high  places;  and  he  (in  confor** 
mity  to  the  feafts  in  Judah)  on  the  fifteenth  day 
"of  the  month,  affembled  all  I  frael  proclaiming  a 
"high  feftival,  a  ceremonious  and  folemn  dedica- 
tion of  thefe  new  Gods,  their  Temples,  and  their 
Altars. 

A  Prophet  was  exprefsly  fent  on  this  occafion^ 
and  he  denounced  a  heavy  Judgment  on  both 
Idols  and  Temples  and  their  Altars,  by  a  fubfe- 
quent  King  of  Judah,  whom  he  npw  prophefied 
of  by  name,  three  hundred  years  before  his 
birth;  and  the  ftronger  to  imprefs  on  their  minds, 
his  remonftrance  and  highly  awful  prediftion, 
and  aiTure  them  of  the  truth  of  his  prophecy,  the 
Prophet  performed  a  fignal  miracle  before  all  the 
People  who  were  now  met  for  publick  worfliip. 
Jhe  Prophet  placed  himfelf  by  the  fide  of  the 
Altar,  and  he  bade  the  People  liften  to  a  loud 
crack  in  the  fubftance  of  it,  and  they  would  fee 
the  cinders  run  out  at  the  rent;  Jeroboam  (in  a 
Prieftly  habit  pompoufly  arrayed  on  this  occa- 
.fion)  ftood  near  the  Altar,  intending  himfelf  to 
Vol.  !•  S  ss  offer 


pfFcx  up  incenfe  upon  it; — enraged  at  the  frcefioigi 
pf  the  Prophet^  and  at.  the  ipterrpption  tp 
the  fervicc/he  flretched  out  his  hand  tobaye 
^im  apprehehded-^K:ryJng  out-^Lajr  hold  on  bimj 
the  King V  hand  and  arjn  ivitbered  and  dried  up 
in  an  infta^it^  fo  that  be  had  no  power  to  puU  i( 

.^  Jeroboam  fcnfible  of  his  impiety^  aftoniflie^ 
and  alarmed,  he  fubmiffively  implored  the  a£Kfr 
tancc  gf  the  Prophet,  "  God  hath  manifeftc;4 
*•  himfelf  to  be  thjr  God  and  friend^  be  will 
^*  bear  tby  prayers  though  He  will  not  regard 
*rmine/'  and  the  .  Prophet  to.  convinoe  Jeror 
''  boam^  he  wifhed  his  reformation^  and  not  hi^ 
'^  ruini  earneftly  prayed  to  God,  apd  the  hand 
^'  and  arm  were  reftored  to  him  again. 

The  Altar  was  violently  rent,  the  alhes  kept 
pouring  out,  and  the  Prophet  faid,  "  O*  Altar  f 
'   Altar!  a   child  of  the  houfe  of  David,  Jofiah  by 
name,  behold  he  &ajl  offer  the   Priefts  of  the 
high  places,  even  them  that  burn  incenfe  on  thee, 
and  mens  bones  Ihall  be  burnt  upon  thee.     Jero- 
^,boam  (though  he  could  forget  the  author  of  his 
,    tnercy,  yet  he  would  ambitioufly  b.avp  honoured 
the  inftrument)  and  he  invited  the  Prophet  home 
with  him  to  dinner,  and  would  fain  have  reward- 
ed him  for  hi3  cure,  but  the  Prophet  faid  to  thp 
King,  if  tjiou  wouldelt  give  mp  half  ^^7  houie, 
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yti  will  i  not  go  in  with  thee,  neither  wiil  I  drink 
Water,  or  eat  bread  in  this  place,  for  fo  the 
■  Lord  commanded  me,  and  forbad  me  even  to 
Return  by  the  fame  way  that  I  catfie,  aad  be  agaiil 
a  witnefs  of  fuch  iitipiety  and  abominations. 

This  very  extraordinary  warning,  fo  awfully 
impreflfed^  wrought  no  change  whatever  on  the 
ConduQ;  of  Jeroboam,  he  praftifed  the  fame 
breach  of  duty,  continued  his  Idolatrous  worfjlip, 
iffued  out  frefli  orders  Commanding  all  Ifrael  to 
irepair  to  Dan  and  Betheli  and  there  Worfhip  pod, 
whom  he  had  idolatroufly  reprefented  undei*  the 
fimilitude  of  a  golden  calf,  and  in  each  of  thefe 
Cities  had  impioufly  fet  up. 

Sortie  time  after  this,  the  young  Prince  Jero- 
boam's eldeft  Son  was  fick,  his  Father  in  deep 
diftrefs,  privately  fent  his  wife  in  difguife  to  Ahi- 
jah  the  Projphet,  who  dwelt  at  Shiloh,  behold; 
(fays  he)  it  was  he,  that  told  me,  I  fliould  be 
King  over  Ifrael,  take  with  thee  ten  loaves, 
crackneh,  and  a  crufe  of  honey,  (a  fuitable  pre-* 
fent  for  a  perfon  in  low  life)  and  he  Ihalt  tell  thee 
what  fliall  become  of  my  child*  The  Prophet 
was  quite  blind,  and  now  grown  very  old,  he 
Was  informed  of  her  coming,  and  of  her  difguife, 
immediately  the  Prophet  knew  the  Queen,  and 
ht  faid^  as  Ihe  entered  the  door,  come  in  thou 
S  s  s  2  wife 


(    492    ) 

wife  of  Jeroboam,  why  fcigneft  thou  thy  felf.  to 
be  another?  I  have  heavy  tidings  to  tell  thee: 
Go  tell  Jeroboam  thus  faith  the  Lord,  I  exalted 
thee,  and  made  thee  Prince  over  Ifracl ;  I  rent 
the  Kingdom  from  the  houfe  of  David,  and  gave 
it  to  thee :  But  thou  haft  done  evil,  made  thee 
other  Gods  even  molten  images,  and  cajii  me 
behind  thy  back :  Behold  I  will  bring  evil  on 
the  houfe  of  Jeroboam,  him  that  dieth  of  Jero- 
boam in  the  City,  (hall  the  dogs  eat,  and  him 
that  dieth  in  the  field,  fhall  the  fowls  of  the  air 
eat,  all  fhall  lie  unburied,  and  bis  pofierity  be 
utterly  caft  off,  The  Queen  went  forrowfuHy 
home,  and  when  (he  came  to  the  threfi^hold  of 
the  Palace,  Abijam  the  young  Prince  her  Son 
died,  and  orders  for  a  general  mourning  were 
inftantly  iffued  out. 

The  Hiftory  informs  us,  that  neither  the  death 
of  this  amiable  youth  (fo  kindly  taken  from 
amidft  the  calamities  of  his  Country)  nor  the 
awful  meffage  fent  by  the  Prophet  foretelling  the 
fad  deftruftion  of  himfelf,  and  his  whole  Family, 
had  any  effeft  in  reclaiming  this  idolatrous,  very 
obflinate,  and  moll  abandoned  Prince* 

Rehoboam,  King  of  Judah,  was  now  dead, 
and  Abijam  his  Son,  had  afcended  the  throne  of 
his  Father,     He  was  a  fpirited  young  Prince, 
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fond  of  glory  and  martial  honours^  at  the  head  of 
a  powerful  Army  he  marched  to  Mount  Zemo- 
raim^  and  encamped  on  the  borders  of  Ephraim; 
Jeroboam  advanced  with,  a  much  iQ[iore  nuiporous 
Arniy,  and  he  here  met  his  rival.  The  youthful 
monarch,  in  an  animated  fpeech  accofted  the 
Troops  of  Jeroboam,  and,  upbraided,  them  for  a 
feparation  and  revolt  fo  unnatural  and^  unbrother- 
ly.  Jeroboam  an  experienced  officer,  availed 
himfelf  of  tbe  moment,  and  of  what  the  youpg 
Prince  was  about,  he  filed  olFi  one  body. of  men 
after  another,  placing  them  .all  round,  tb^  hiU^ 
and  commanded  them  to  falL  fiercely  on  Aibijas^'s, 
Army  in  the  rear,  and  he  himfelf  wqu14.  at  \\^ 
fame  time  attack  him  in  front.  NotwithO^qdii^, 
this  highly  artful  and  fpirited  piece  of  General- 
fliip,  Abijam  ordered  the  trumpets  to  founds  a 
general  Ihout  throughout  all  the  Army  and^they 
gallantly  fought  their  way  through  all  the  Tiroops 
of  Ifrael,  and  fo  immenfe  was  the  flaughtcry  they 
put  to  the  fword  five  hundred  thoufand  Ifraelites. 
Abijam  purfued  his  viftory,  took  the  Ciiyj  o£' 
Bethel,  and  fo  haraffed  arxd  weakened  Jeroboam, 
he  never  had  afterwards  courage,  or  power  to 
oppofe  Abijam.  * 

Jeroboam  did  not  very  long  furvivp.h^^.dif-t 

grace,  after  a  reign  of  two  and'  twenty  ypa^rs  ho, 

(died  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son. 

NADAB, 


N      AD      A      B, 


THIS  young  Prince  Son.  of  Jeroboam 
was  proclaimed  King  of  Ifrael,  in  the 
year  of  the  World,  three  thoufand :  and  forty* 
nine  ;  and  nine  hundred  and  fifty-l^x  years  be* 
fbre  Cbrift,  and  in  the  fecond  year  of  the 
tfeign  of  Afa  King  of  Judah« 

.  Nadab  was  an  Jdolatrous  Prince  and  inherited 
a;ll  the  vices  of  his  Father.  His  reign  was 
only  between  one  and  two  years,  Nadab  was 
then  murdered  at  the  fiege  of  Gibbethon  (a 
fortrefs  belonging  to  the  Philiftines)  by  Baafha 
of  the  tribe  of  Iffachar* 

Baafiia  feized  upon  the  Crown  and  Kingdom, 
and  the  very  firft  AQ:  of  his  authority  was^ 
to  put  to  death  all  the  race  and  kindred  of 
Jeroboam^  and  thus  the  Predi6Uon  of  the  Pro- 
phet Ahyah  was  literally  fulfilled. 

^""^^^  BAASHA. 
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B    A    A  .S    H    A, 


THIS  Prince  ufurped  the  Crowp  of  Ifrael  in 
the  year  of  the  World,  three  thoufand  an4 
fifty,  and  nine  hundred  and  fifty-four  years  be- 
fore Chrift  ;  and  in  the  third  year  of  Afa  Kipg  pf 
Judah. 

Baaflia  was  the  Son  of  Ahijah  of  the  tribe  of 
Iflachar.  An  Idolatrous,  and  wicked  Prince  an4 
he  maintained  an  almoft  uninterrupted  war  with 
the  Kingdom  of  Juclah^ 

Baaiha  witneffed  with  an  envious,  eye,  Afa's 
high  profperity  and  honours,  and  in  order  to 
watch  him  and  feize  every  advantage  over  Judah, 
Baafha  took  Ramah  and  very  bufily  employed 
himfelf  in  building  Towers  and  f'ortifications. 
^A.ra  was  at  that  time  fick,  and  in  his  firit  alarm,  he 

^ospf    Afa  King  of  Juda^» 

fent 
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fent  an  Embafly  and  very  valuable  gifts,  even  dSl 
the  gold  and  filver  in  his  Treafury,  to  fienbadad. 
King  of  Syria.  There  was  a  league,  a  national 
alliance  then  fubfifting  between  the  Kingdoms  of 
Syria  and  Ifrae);  but  Benhadad  accepted  notwith^ 
ftandTngof  t  he  King  of  Judah's  prelent,  anil  for- 
warded an  Army  from  Damafcus,  to  the  northern 
part  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ifrael  and  feized  upon  the 
Town  of  Ijon,  and  two  Cities  iii  Naphthali,  and 
fome  others  which  lay  nearell  to  his  Capital,  and 
were  mod  remote  from  Ramah,  where  Baaiha  was 
ereSing  his  fortifications*  Baaiha  was  ^herefdre 
uncier  the  neceflity  of  leaving  off,  in  order  to 
come  and  defend  his  own  Kingdom,  and  drive 
ourtHe  Syrians. 

,  In  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Baaflia,  Jehu, 
a  Son  of  the  Prophet  Hanani,  was  fent  to  him, 
and  God  commanded  him  to  tell  Baaflia,  that  as 
he  iiad  chofe  lo  imitate  the  vices  and  impiety  of 
his  predeceffors,  he  ftiould  alfo  partake  of  their 
punifliment.  "  For  as  much  as  I  exalted  thee 
'*  out  of  the  duft,  and  made  thee  Prince  over  my 
**  People,  and  thou  chufeft  to  walk  in  the  way 
"  of  Jeroboam;  behold  I  wHl  take  away  the  pof- 
^'  terity  of  Baaiha,  him  that  dieth  of  Baaiha  in 
"  the  City,  dogs  ihali  eat,  and  him  that  dieth  of 
"  his  in  the  fields,  the  fowls  of  the  air."  Thus 
ingloriouily  ihould  Baaiha  and  alT  bis  Family  be 
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cut  off  froin  Ifr^eh  ISLviAS  {boi\  after  ihii  irifife  o]^ 
feha,  and  ihe  delivery  of  hia  v^ery  awfiilmelTagei^ 
Jdiat  fiaaflif  died»  but  1^^  had  rcij^aed  oyei^ 
J  fracl  fouf  and  twenty  years« 

.    JSaaflia  ya^  f^cceede^  V^  h^  ^}S$i9T?\$  %  l^^ 
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/3pHISyoving  Prince  afcended  the  Throne  ^f 
-^  Ifrs^el  in  the  year  qf  the  World,  ^hfee  thou- 
sand and  feventy-two;  and  nine  hundred  andthirty 
tyo  years  before  the  bijpth  of  our  Saviour,  in 
^the  twenty-fixth  year  pf  the  Tcign  cf  Afa  King  of 
Judah.      . 

Elah  a  debauched  and  idolatrpus  youth,  very 
foon  experienceid  the  fad  prediQion  pf  Jehu,  the 

3Q72.    AfaKJng of Judah.  Son 
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^nt  of  Hanani^  verified;  for  he  was  01^  hi 
the.fecond  year  of  his  reign,  when  Zimri  one 
of  his  own  Generals,  who  commanded  overhis 
Chariots  daring  the  fiege  at  GiJi^thiQipi,  a  fortrefs 
of  the  Philiftines,  aflaffinated  Elah,  as  he  was 
fitting  in  the  tent  of  the  high  fteward  of  his  houfe* 
bold,  feafting  and  caroufing  with  his  Nobles  at 
a  time  that  his  Army  were  all  in  martial  exerclfe 
and  reviewing  in  the  field* 

Zimrt  (eized  the  Crown  of  Ifrael*  and  hepm 
to  death  all  the  whole  family  of  fiaaflta,  eteu 
i^iis  moft  diftant  Relations,  and  all  his  Confidents 
and  familiar  acquaintance,,  eveiy  one  he  thought 
likely  to  oppofe  his  fettlement  on  the  throne, 
^or  avenge  the  Quarrel  or  tfie  deftth  of  their 
friends. 


ZlMKl 
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THIS  Prince  was  proclaimed  ih  Sechcm 
King  of  Ifrael  in  the  year  of  the  Wbrld, 
three  thoufand  feventy-three  ;  and  nine  hundridil 
and  tbirty-one  years  before  Chrift. 

'  r^  The  ReigM  of  Ziiari  lafted  only  fevendayii, 
at  which  time  Omri  anodier .  general  Officer 
had  influence  enough  to  pet  himfelf  ele&ed 
tp  the  Government* 


Tttft         ^  OMRL 
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OKiRl  a  general  Officer  was  ftow  proclaimcrf 
and  the  better  to  fecure  and  eftablilb 
himfcif  in  his  Kingdom^  he  ihft^tlj^  gave  or^ 
ders  for  faifing  the  fiege  of  Clbbethon^  And 
inarched  at  the*  hfcad  of  his  Troops  againff 
Zimri^  who  had  fliut  himfelf  up  tA  th^  Palace 
at  Tirzah,  but  betbre  (3mH  of  any  of  his  men 
could  procure  entrance  at  the  Citfr  Gates; 
Zimri  in  his  royal  Palace  fet  fire  to  the  whole 
^building,  and  he  burnt  himfelf,  and  the  Trca- 
iury  and  every  thing  in  it  to  the  ground. 
Thus  refoliite  and  paffionate^j  full  of  anguiffi 
fiihd  defpair^  Zimfi  finiflied^his  very  flioit  reign 
t>f  feven  days  and  his  life, 

A  Civil  Wif  diftraaed  the  Kingdom  feveral 
years  after  Omri  had  affumed  the  Goverriraenri 
and  the   People  attempted  to  place    Tibni  the 

Son  pf  Cinath  on  the  throne  of  Ifrael,  Omri's 
party  at  length  prtvailed^  and  his  Competitor 
li^as  taken  off* 

this 
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This  Prince  Was  impious,  and  moll  abandoned! 
he  is  faid  to  have  outdone  aill  his  predeceflbrs^ 
in  Wickednefs  ind  idolatry. 

By  Zimri's  mad  arid  horfid  fuicide,  to  prevent 
falling  into  the  hahds  of  his  adverfaryj  the  Pa- 
lace of  Tirzah  was  totally  burnt  to  the  groundtj- 
Omri  purchafed  of  Shemer  a  hill  cillcd  Sa- 
miria,  for  tlvo  tsLlents  of  filver  (feven  hundred 
pounds)  and  he  employed  himfelf  very  budly 
during  the  firll  fix  years  of  his  reign^  in  building 
a  City  upon  it^^Evcr  afterwards  Omri  made 
it  the  Capital  of  his  Kingdoiif.  All  We  read 
mote  of  this  Pi^ince  is^  that  he  reigned  fix  years 
after  in  Samslria  with  all  the  impiety »  the  hea* 
ihenifh  ce.remonies^  ami  abofninatiohs  of  bis 
|)redece(rors.  At  the  end  of  a  feign  of  twelve 
years,  Omri  died,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Ahab 
his  Son,  It  was.propiiefied  of  Ifrael,  flie  fhould 
be  a*  a  reed  fhaken  iri  the  water,  and  St  is 
X)brervable  that  no  le^s  tltah  fevfen  Kings  reigned 
ih  Ifracl  during  thfe  fihgle  reign  of  Afa  Ringb^ 
Judah.  • 


AHAB. 
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XTINE  hundred. and  twenty  years  before  the 
;;^^  birth  of  Chrifl: ;  and  in  the  year  of  the 
World,  three  thoufand  and  eighty-four,  Ahab, 
Son  of  Omri^  va«  crowned  in  Samaria  King  of 
IfraeL  In  the  thirty-eighib  year  of  the  Reign  of 
Afa  King  of  Judaht 


This  very^  impious,  and  itioft  Idolatroi^  Prince, 
was  almoft  all  his  reign  harafled  by  war,  and 
his  Kingdom  forely  diftrefied  by  a  long  (continu- 
cd,  and  very  .fey ere  faxnine;  the  fatal  conft* 
4^uences  and  f3d  reward  of  his  impiety* 

After  Ahab  is  ireprefented  by  his  Hiftorian, 

as  obllinately  perfifting  in  ail  the  abominations  of 

Jeroboam,  he  pertinently  alks  this  queftion,  was 

idolatry  and  bafencfs  like  his  a  light  thing  that 

therefore  he  needed  to  add  to  his  impiety  mors 
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aSoihlnatibns  fGlT?  But  Ahab  moft  pcrverfdy  dfd, 
for  contrary  to  the  exprefs  commands  of  God,  be 
took  to  Wife  Jezebel  a  heathen  Princefs  Daughter 
of  Ethbaal,  King  6f  Sidon,  a  woman  moft  infa- 
mous for  her  idolatry,  cruelty  ajid  forcery.  The 
union  proved  an  uninterrupted  fource  of  diftrac- 
tion  and  bloodftied..  The  Queen  introduced  the 
vorfhip  of  the  Gods  of  Sidon  among  the  Ifrae^ 
liics,  ahd  fhe  fet  up  their  Idols  in  Samaria,  even 
human  facrifices  were  offered  up  and  witchcraft 
and  the  moft  abominable  ceremonies  publick^ 
ly^  pra£li&d.  Of  all  Ifrael  only  feven  thoufatid 
remained  who  had  not  bowed  the  knee  to  BaaU 
'Agaiiift  God's  efpecial  prohibition,  in  open  de-r 
ifiahce  of  Jiis  laws,  Ahab  builta  Tdiiipi^  to  Baad, 
and  reared  up  an  Altar  for  facrifice,  and  be 
made  a  grove  and  placed  idols  therein,  even 
devils  for  hh  Peoples  worfhip. 

In  cold  blood  Ahab  and  his  murderous  QueeSst 
butchered  both  Prophets  and  People,  whofoev^r 
dared  oppofe  the  worftip,  and  cefufed  to  botv 
down  before  the  Gods  of  Sidorjt. 

The  land  being  mountainous,  and  long  fufr 
fering  for  want  of  the  former  and  the  htter  rain, 
lo.prepare  the  earth  for  tillage,  and  bring  th^ 
fruits  to  maty nty,  it  at  lejigth  bewme  quite 
barren,  and  a  wafting, &inm5  cnfued  and  had 
-     -  ^      already 
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.ikctdy  lafted  tbrce    years,  ivbclti.ibe  FrQp4((^ 
Elijah  yas  fentand  fliewed  himrelf  tp  GH^adJ^ 
the  Governor  of  tbe  King's  lioufishold.     Obadia|i 
was  diligently  employed  himrelf,   in  fearcbing 
cvciy  jvbere  for  frefli   fprings  to  lyatcx  the  littlp 
cattle  la^bich  yet  temained  aiive^  and  Ahajb  hayw 
ingnoone  he  could  t^^^Il^  w^sws^kjng  pujtano- 
:lher  yay,  on  the  felffame   errapd,  ^hey  were 
thus  as  it  were  dividing  the  land  Jjetw^p  dienu 
peradventure  (fays  the  Kin^g)  wc  piay  %d  enpugjli 
.for  the  borfes  and  mules,  th^at  ^<?  Ic^qfe  not  ^1 
.the  beafts.     .Qbadiah   was  a  pjons  gopd  cnan, 
jand  at  the  hazard  of  |[iis  life,  h^^.hid  jp  caves  no 
Jefs  than  a  hundred  young  Proph^,  cor^ccaUng 
.them  froju  the  furious  l^igotry  ,0/  the  Queen, 
and  he  f?d  them  with  hread  and  yater  every  day 
Jiimfelf  di^ring  the  whole  time  of  the  famine. 
.Upon  feeing  the  Prophet  Elijah,  in  order  to  ,lheyr 
his  great  refpeft  and  love   to  him,  Obadiah  fell 
on  his  face,  and  refpeQ:fully  aflcedhim,  artthou 
not  my  Lord  Elijah  ?  and  the  Prophet  anfwered, 
lam,  gp  tell  thy  Lord,  Elijah  is  here.     Obadiah 
modeftly  hefitatcd,  fearing  left  theJProphet  fliould 
,be  infulted  and  rudely  treated    by  his  haughty 
,.mafter,  Elijah  was  refolutc,  as  the  Lordpf  Hofts 
liveth,  I  will  furely  fhew  myfelf  to  him  to  day, 
under  his  protection  I  durft,  and  wi|i  venture  to 
come  into  the  prefcnce  of  Ahab.     After  telling 
him  of    the  .K^ing's   angry    inquiries,   .Obadiah 

went 
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^<*rit  oilt-to  feiek  Ahab,  and  when  Ahab  fav/ 
Elijah,  he  infolently  afked,  art  thou  he  that 
troubleth  Ifrad?  and  the  Prophet  anfwered^ 
(afcling  in  the  liame  of  God)  thou  and  thy  houfe 
art  the  caufc,  in  that  ye  have  forfaken  the  comi 
toandmcrts  of  God  and  followed  Baalim. 

To  Convince  the  King,  and  with  a  view  to 
reclaim  him,  Elijah  propofed  a  fair  method,  a«id 
how  follows  the  awful  highly  inftruftive  trial  of 
{kill  between  the^  Prophet  and  the  Priefts  of  Baal, 
and  all  Ifrael  were  aflembled  as  Judges  upon 
Mount  Carmel. 

Elijah  addrefles  the  People  in  a  wife  and  zea- 
lous fpeech,  how  long  halt  ye  between  two  opi- 
nions? if  the  Lord  be  God,  follow Him^  butif  Baal 
then  follow  him,  a-dead  filence  ehfued,  the  Peo- 
ple knew  the  drought  and  famme  was  a  judgment 
from  God,  and  that  Baal  could  not  remove  itj 
though  ftaggering  in  their  opinion  about  Baal 
they  dared  not  difown  him  in  the  prefence  of  their 
Sovereign. 

Elijah  commanded  the  Priefts  of  Baal,  to  chofe 

one  bullock   for  .'themfelves,  and  cut  it  in  pieces* 

and  lay  it   on    wood,  and  put   no  fire  under  it; 

they  were   then  to   call   on  their  Gods,      After 

which  he  would  flay  another  bullock,  and  lay  it 

on  an  Alcar,  and  put  no  firje   under  it,  and   the 

Cod  that  anfwered  by  fire,  He  was  the  true  God 

To  this  mode  of  trial  the  People  ajl  agreed. 

Vol.    I.  U  u  u  Elijah 


(    5o6    ) 

£lijah  direfted  the  Priefls  of  Baal  to  flay  their 
ox  firft,  and  place  it  over  the  wood  upon  the 
grand    Altar.      The  Prophets    of  Baal   and  bis 
Priefls  moft  earneftly  prayed  and  implored,  they 
bowed  and  knelt  and  vowed,  exerting  all  in  vain^ 
every  art,  enchantment  and  divination,  no  facred 
fire  blazed  around  their  facrifice,  ail  fervent  zeal 
frcftn  morning  until  noon,  and'  then  they  cut  and 
flafhed  themfelves  with  knives  and  lances  (their 
bloody  mode  of  worfliip)   Elijah,   placid  and  at 
eafe,    with    the    wittieft  pleafantry    attempts  to 
reftify   their  notions  and  falfe  ideas  of  a  God, 
Baal  illuftrious  in  their  eyes,  a  great  perfonage  of 
uncontroulable  power,  the  Prophet  by  contrafting 
his  limited  fphere,  with  the  exalted  ideas  of  Om- 
nifcience  and  Omnipotence,  reprefents  Baal   an 
image  impotent  and  ridiculous;    he  is  furely  a 
great  God,  and  will  not  hear,  he  is   bufy,  per- 
haps talking,  or  purfuing,  on  a  journey,  or  afleep. 
Elijah's  own  proccfs  and  trial  is  next  related,  his 
Altar  raifed,  the  ox  laid  acrofs  it,  and  the  wood 
underneath,  a  fire  from  Heaven  alighted  inftantly 
on  the  Altar  blazing  and  confuming  the  faerie 
fice. 

All  Ifrael  fell  proftrate  on  the  ground,  reve^- 
rentially  worlhipping  the  ONE  only  living  and 
true  God. 

Of 
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.0£  fuch  devout  homage  Elijah  inftantlf 
availed  himfelf,  and  he  commanded  them  to  put 
to  death  all  the  Idolatrous  Prieftsof  Baal,  (no  lefs 
than  four  hundred  and  fifty)  and  the  People  in- 
fpired  by  the  Prophet,  drove  them  to  the  Brook 
Kiffion  and  they  were  all  drowned  or  fl^in. 

Ahab  was  forely  mortified,  but  he  flood  by^ 
and  filently  permitted  it. 

After  this  Elijah  walked  up  compofedly  to 
the  King,  go  home  (fays  he)  to  difmer,  God  will 
(hortly  fend  you  rain,  feeing  afterwards  Ahab's 
delay,  he  fent  him  by  his  fervant  a  hurrying 
fneflage,  liaftc — ^hafte  home — you  will  be  wet!  the 
King  had  only  time  to  mount  his  chariot  and 
enter  his  Palace  before  a  fudden  tempcft  poured 
down  rapidly,  Elijah  relpeftfuUy  ran  before  the 
ahariot,  and  entered  the'  City  Jezreel,  but  to 
avoid  the  angry  Queen,  he  would  not  go  near  the 
Palace,  Elijah  left  Samaria,  and  fled  away  for 
his  life. 

The  King  related  all  that  had  happened  at 
Carmel,  told  the  Queen  of  his  difgrace,  and  of 
his  fufferings,  and  (fays  he)  the  fhame  was  open 
and  publick,  even  before  all  my  People.  Furious 
and  Frantic  on  hearing  of  the  death  of  all  her 
domeftic  Chaplains  and  her  Priefts,  infpired  with 
no  refpeft  for  the  Prophet's  perfon,  or  his  vener- 
able chara£ler,  nor  for  the  fignal  fervices  he  had 
juft  done  the  Country,  nor  for  his  God,  the 
U  u  u  3  Queen^ 


% 
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^ueen  vowc<3  flie  would  murder  Elijali,  and  b« 
fore  to*morrow'&  dawn-  ^ 

Ahab  bad  thus  attempted  bis  own  vindication^ 
giving  her  all  the  f^tisfaftion  in  his  power,  although 
the  event  bad  fo  pafiionati^ly  inflamed  this  very 
Furious  and  angry  Queen,  Thus  ended  the 
long  continued  drought  and  fore  famine  in  Sa- 
jnaria. 

This  Prince  had  reigned  eighteen  years  over 
Ifrael  when  Benhadad,  King  of  Syria,  entered  Sa4 
mafia  with  a  formidable  Army,  and  laid  clofe  fiege 
to  his  Capita);  two  and  ihiny  crowned  Heads  with 
amazing  Forces,  Horfe-mcn  and  chariots  enliflcd  in 
this  expedition  under  the  Syrian  banner  againU 
IfracI,  Be  nh  a  dad  J  glorying  in  his  ftrengih,  fent 
an  infulting  Embafly  to  Ahab,  "  Thy  Silver  an4 
•*  tby  gold  is  mine,  thy  wives,  the  goodlieft  are, 
«*  mine,  and  thy  children."  On  thcfe  terms,  ac^ 
.  cepteft  thou  peace  ? 

Ahab  terrified  almoft  to  defpair,  anfwered  him, 
niy  Lord  O  King  !  I  am  thine,  even  all  that  I 
have,  thy  vaffals  and  tributary,  myfelf,  wives* 
children  and  eftates,  I  hold  them  by  thy  favour* 
and  with  .  fuitable  acknowledgments.  Benhadad 
retraced  his  offers,  and  with  this  haughty  threat 
fent  back  his  meffengers,  to-morrow  my  fervant$ 
fhall  fearch  thy  houfe,  and  the  houfes  of  thy 
Nobles,  I  expeft  not  only  thy  treafures,  I  will 
have  theirs  bUoj^  my  fervants  Ihallhave  liberty  to 

bring 
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tring  away  all  they  defirc,  on  thefe  condttioin 
grant  I  thee  peace, 

Thefe  lad  demands  obliged  Ahab  to  call  a 
council  of  all  his  Nobles  and  Elders,  furely^ 
(fays  the  King)  Syria,  is  determined  to  deftroy 
us,  the  unanimous  advice  of  his  Council  was  by 
po  means  to  comply,  hearken  not  to  him,  nor 
confent.  Ahab  fent  word  back,  tell  my  Lord 
the  King,  to  his  firft  offers  I  agree,  but  to  hi^ 
laft  propofals  my  People  will  npt  fuffer  my  affent. 
Eenhadad  replied,  with  fo  powerful  and  nume-^ 
rous  an  Army  will  I  make  my  affault,  every  foU 
d.ier  fliall  not  have  ^  handful  of  Saiparia  to  carry 
off, 

Ahab  had  a  little  time  to  recover  his  dignity 
;ind  compofure,  he  told  Benhadad,  "  Let  not 
Jiim,  who  girdeth  on  his  Jiarnefs,  boaft  as  him, 
that  putteth  it  off,  do  not  triumph  before  viftpry, 
events  of  war  are  uncertain.*'  ,  Benhadad  was 
caroufing  with  his  Royal  Allies  in  his  State  P3^» 
villion,  and  hearing  the  meffage,  he  commanded 
his  oflpicers  inftantly  to  prepare  and  make  the 
affault. 

It  was  juft  at  this  time  a  Prophet  was  fent  to 
Ahab  with  the  highly  welcome  tidings,  thus 
faith  the  Lord,  haft  thou  feen  this  multitude? 
behold  I  will  this  day  deliver  it  into  thy  hands. 
Ah^b  encouraged,  grew   inquifitive,  aflced  how 

he 
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he  ftouM  proceed^  and  he  was  anfvrered  by  the 
Prophet.  Thq  King  purfued  the  diredions  giveii 
hiin^  he  and  his  young  men  and  his  Army  Tallied 
out  at  mid-day^  while  fienhadad  was  drinking 
himfelf  drunk  in  his  Pavillion^  he  and  his  two 
and  thirty  Kings,  Benhadad  cried  out — ^fight — * 
fight — whether  they  come  out  for  peace  or  war 
take  them  alive;  but  Ahab,  and  the  yoving 
men,  and  about  feven  thoufand  which  followed 
flew  every  one  his  man,  the  Syrians  all  fled,  and 
Ifrael  purfued,  Benhadad  himfelf  mounted  fi 
horfe,  and  fled  away  full  fpeed  with  the  Horfe»- 
men. 

Thus  Ahab  fought  againft  Syria,  immenfely 
great  andbloody  was  the  flaughter. 

The  Prophet  paid  another  vifit  to  the  Palace, 
and  dcfired  Ahab  to  confider  what  was  fit  and 
proper  to  be  done  by  way  of  defence  and  fecu- 
rity,  next  year  about  the  fame  feafon  the 
Syrian  Army  would  return  and  invade  Samaria. 

Benhadad  as  the  Prophet  had  foretold  num- 
bered his  men  of  war,  and  marched  them  up  to 
Aphek,  a  City  in  the  tribe  of  Aflier. 

All  Ifrael  here  gathered  together  to  oppofe 
them,  forely  unwilling  to  be  again  blocked  tip  in 
Samaria*    Ahab  formed  his  liule  Army  into  two 

divifions. 
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divifions,  and   they  feemed  like  two  little  flocka 
i^f  kids,    but  the  Syrians  filled  all    the   Plakw 
Ahab  was  here  again' infpiri ted  by  the  Prophet^ 
and  he  afFured  him^  all,  the  huge  multitude,  ho 
faw,  would  be  delivered   into  his  bandS;  the  Ar- 
mies of  Ifrael  and  Syria,    faced  one  another^ 
day  after  day,  fw  feven  days,  on  the  feventh  the 
battle  was  furioufly  fought,    and  one  hundred" 
thoufand  Syrians  flain  on  the  fpot,  the  reft  were 
jiut  to  flight,  and  they  ran  to  the  Gity  of  Aphek^ 
where  the  walls   fell  down  and-  cruflied  no  lefi 
than  feven  and  twenty   thoufeind  that  were  left# 
Benhadad  fought  a  refuge  for  himfdf  in  Aphck^ 
and  hid  himfelf  in  an  inner-chamber ;  a  few  of 
his  Nobles  here  held  a  conference  with  the  King, 
we  h^  heard  (fay  they)  the  Kings  of  Ifrael  are 
mejrciful  Kings,  as  a  teftimony  of  our  forrow  let 
us  put  fack-cloth  on  our  loins,  and  ropes  on  our 
necks,  having  forfeited  our  lives,  let  us  fue  for 
mercy,    fo  they  clad    themfclves  in  fack-cloth, 
and  with    ropes  round  their  necks  fubmiffively 
came  to  the  Ifraelitifh   Camp,  and  requefted  an 
audience  of  Ahab. 

'*  Thy  fervant  Benhadad,  I  pray  thee  let  me  live/' 
Ahab  with  magnanimity  and  courtefy,  graci- 
oufly  cried  out,  is  he  yet  alive  ?  he  is  my  Bro« 
tl^er,  not  only  do  I  pardon  him,  but  I  honour 
and  refpeO;  him  as  a. Brother,    and  he  caufcd, 

Benhiidad 
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B^nhldad  to  come  up  to  him  in  his  ciiariot^  anS 
they  drove  off  to  the  royal  Pavillion,  and  there 
the  two  Kings  entered  into  a  covenant,  a  friendly 
Alliance  with  each  other^  and  Beuhadad  faid, 
^*  the  Cities  my  Father  took  from  thy  Father,  ail 
**  of  them  I  will  reftore,  thou  (halt  build  a  Citadel 
''  and  place  a  guard  in  Damafcus^  and  traffick  in 
**  my  ftreets,  and  I  agree  to  pay  a  yearly  tribute  to 
"  Ifrael."  The  treaty  was  ratified,  after  which 
without  any  ranfom  whatever,  Ahab  difmifled  the 
Syrian  King  and  fent  him  home. 

It  was  on  this  occafion,  a  young  Prophet  with 
his  face  befmeared  with  blood  and  mire,  defired 
he  might  be  brought  into  the  King's  prefence, 
and  he  fell  down  and  paid  him  homage,  a  Syrian 
Frifoncr  (he  faid)  had  been  committed  IB^.  bis 
cuftody,  with  a  drift  charge  from  his  Olncer  not 
to  let  him  efcape  on  pain  of  death;  by  his  neg- 
le£l,  the  Prifoner  had  efcaped,  he  had  fled, 
behold  thy  fcrvant  every  moment  in  danger  of 
being  punifhed,  Ahab  pronounced  him  guilty  of 
death,  the  young  man  wiped  his  face,  threw  off 
his  difguife,  with  manly  courage  told  Ahab,  he 
had  pronounced  judgment  on  himfelf,  God  had 
delivered  into  his  hand,  a  powerful  enemy  of 
Ifraels,  behold  He  is  gone  free,  and  your  life 
Iball  pay  for  the  life  of  the    Prifoner. 

Ahab  now  faw  he    was     a  young     Prophet^ 
and  he  was  wonderfully   ftryck  with  the  intre- 
pidity 
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^<|tj(y  of  the  youth  and  the  Jftmtagexh,  but  he  did 
not  break  the  promife  he  had  given  Benhadad. 

Ahab  jTet  off  for  his  Capital^  very  thoughtful 
un  this  iignal  event,  ?ind  with  much  apparent 
ijrief  and  indijg;n^tion. 

The  King  had  two  Palaces,  the  one  at  the  City 
iff  Samaria,  the  other  at  Jezreei. 

A  wealthy  neighbour^  named  Naboth^  had  a 
Vine-yard  at  Jezrcel,  adjoining  to  the  gardens  of 
ihe  Palace.     Ahab  made  him  aft  offer  to  buy  it, 
©r  he  would  exchange  it  with  hiift  for  one  pf 
greater  value  elfewhere,  it  was  a  very    conve- 
nient fpot  for  a  kitchen  garden,  and  lay  very 
advastageouily,   a  right  afpe^,  arid  contiguous 
to  4iis  own.      Ciod'had  exprefsly  ajilotted  the 
divifiion  of  the  lands,  and  he  had  forbid  the  alie- 
nation  of  theni  to  other  tribes  and  familiesi  Na- 
both   was  coj>fcientious,  and  he  thought  it  dif- 
graceful  to  part  with  it,  a  family  effate  he  wiflied 
to  defcend  io  hfis  children^  and  (*thb*  uncpurteous) 
he  took  courage  and  refufed  the  reqiieft  of  his 
Prince.     The  King  w^is  forely'  vexed  and  difap- 
pointed,  he  would  neither  fat  nor  drink,    npr 
drefs,  nor  wafh  himfelf,    fulleii  and '  worried  he 
ttirned  away  from  His  coihpany  and  lay  all  day 
long  with  his  face  againft  the  wall. 

Jezebel  his  wife,  found  him  out,  and  enquired 

,  the    caufe,   jArhy  To  fad?  and  'Why  do  you  fall? 

>■  ¥01.,  I.  Xxx  Ahab 
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^hab  told  the  Quceji  of  the  refiifal  pFNabptJi, 
Jezebel  replied,  art  jtliou  ^  King  over  irrj^€?l? 
canil  pluck  up  no  courage  to  ufe  yourpower^ 
and  revenge  your  affronts,  go  eat  brea4  an4  let 
ihyhestrtte  merry,  I  will  give  thee  the  Vine-yard 
of  Kaboth.  Her  Majefty  immediately  fet  down, 
and  wrote  letters  to  the  Eldjers  of  Jezreelj,  and 
fealed  them  with  the  roj^al  fignet,  coan^nding 
a  fall  to  be  proclaimed,  a  publick.  meeting  o^ 
ail  the  Magiftrates  and  Gentry,  and  tke  upper-* 
moft  feat  fhe  direfted  to  be  ,{;ivan  to  Nabotb* 
Naboth's  Prefence  and  Perfon  thus  made  fiii^ 
of,  they  were  commanded  to  fuboro  &lfe  wicocflieg 
and  impeach  him  of  high  treafpn  and  td^P^W* 
and  then  carry  hiinou(.^o  ^  high  pla^  wl^fre 
inalefadors  were  executed^  find  il9nehimtoi^tb4 

The  Jezreelites  dared  not  difobey  the  Queen^ 
they  foon  difpatched  a  Meffenger  to  the  Palace^ 
«*  Naboth  is  ftoned,  and  is  dead  *'  and  to  ^ivc 
Ahab  an  undiQurbed  Poffeffion,  his  Sons  are  (aijd 
to  have  been  ftoned  with  him,:  Her  Majefty 
herfelf  carried  the  news  to  Ahab,  the  King 
inftantly  arofe,  waftied  himfelf,  eat  and  drank^ 
and  then  repaired  to  the  Vine-yard,  iq  ordei:4Q 
take  Poffeffion — On  the  Spo^  Elijah  the  Pr4>. 
phet  met  Ahab,  the  King  was  awed  and  highly 
ftruck,  and  he  cried  out,  haft  thou  foun4  mc 
O  mine  Enemy  ?  and  Elijah  anfwcred  bim>   1 

have 


*fiave,  fcecaufe   Aou    haft  wilfull)r    becow  Ae 
Tibnd-flave  of  the  ^eyilj^  doing  what  thy  )Vife 
perfuades  thee.     Thbugh  thy  guilt  is  fo  cunmngly 
Concealed  From  men,  it  lies  open  and  naked  to  the 
Eye  of  God— the  Prophet  then  cxprefly  told  him, 
the  fad  deftru6tioh  the  murder  of   Naboth  would 
bring    upon  himfelf — his  Queen — and  on.  all 
"liis'fkmily;  dogs   fhould  lick   the  Wood  of  ^hab, 
and  on  the  felf-fame  fpot,  where  they  had  licked 
the  blood  of  Nabotti,  Jezebel  his  Ouee»  fhould 
be    devoured  with  dogs,  the  polt^rity  of  w^h^b 
IhouTd  utterly  be  put  off. 

This  naoft  horrid  denunciation,  and  from,  the 
mbuth  of  the  Prcfphet,'  ftlrupk  Ahab  wi^h  the 
'iitmdff  horrdir*  and  diftra£li6h,  Ahab  rent  his 
dothes,,  returned  forrowing  home^  he  went  bare- 
foot, putfack-cloth  <Mi  his  flefli,  faftedi,  and  lay 
in  fack-cloth,  Ahab  by  penitence,  contrition^ 
and  timely  repentance  obtained  a  gracigus  ref- 
"pitfe,  and  a  delay  of  the  judgments,  and  fad  ca- 
lamitfes  during  his  life^  but  they  all  literally  took 
place  after  his  death. 

The  Kings  of  Ifraef  and  Syria  were  both  ifp 
Weakened,  and  their  treafurics  exhaufted  by  thp 
late  wars,  they  heeded  peace  and  time  to  recruit 
'and repair  their  loffes,  and^.the  Hiftory  informs  us, 
•^^'  three  years  pafled  without  war,  between  Syria 
'and  Ifrae};  at  that 'firhe^  Jehofophat  King  of 
^  '*  X  X  X   2  Judah 


Judah  (taid  a  vjifit  at  the  Court.  of.S^aj^ab' 
Abab  faadjuft  then  held  a  council  bJThis  NoUea 
anil  £iders»  and  made  a  fpeech^  in  vhich  be  in^  * 
formed  ihtm^  Syria  bad  retained  Ramoth^  a  Ciif 
in  Gilead,  and  one  whic^  had  bsen  appointed  a 
City  of  refuge,  contrary  to  the  covenant  Benha- 
dad  had  roadS  With  hini  after  the  laft  confli6t ; 
and  Abiti  faid  to  Jehofophat  (tiis  gueft)  wilt  thou 
go  up  with  me  to  Ramoth,  and  aflift  me  in  gain*- 
ing  my  right?  Jehofophat  having  forme^l  a 
firm  alliance  with  Ifrael,  and  lately  married  his 
Son  Jorarrl  to  Athaliah  a  Daughter  ofAhab'5^ 
faid  to  the  King,  «  I  ani  as  ihouait^  my  People 
^  •*  and  Iny  horfes  thine,**  myfelf,  and  forces,  as 
tnuch  at  your  fervice  as  my  own,  but  let  us  en-» 
quire  faid  the  ^ing,  the  mind  of  (iod  in  it,  what 
fuccefs  we  njay  expe6t ;  upon  wtiich  Ahab  ga-*' 
thcred  together  the  Prophets,  about  ^our  hun- 
dred Priefts  and  falfe  Prophets,  and  Ahab  defired 
him  to  hear  and  witnefs  himfelf  how  very  favour- 
able all  their  prediftions  refpeSing  it  were. 

At  the  high  Gate,  in  tiie  grand  Court  of 
Judicature,  two  Thrones  were  erefted  for  the! 
Kings  of  Judah  and  Ifrael,  and  ttiere,  in  their 
royil  Robes  and  all  the  enfigns  of  Majefty,  they^ 
both  fat  enthroned ;  one  after  another  no  lels 
tlian  four  hundred  Priefts  and  falfe  Prophets 
Vere  all  brought  before  them  — Eagerly  and  with 
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^c^di6\x^  2eal, '  (at  ihey  had  bcfcfi  -  dhreded^  »  ■ 
the  Mi^e  of  JthQvah  3and  not  of  3aaV  the  mo^/ 
to  deceive  Jehof(%>hal  into  a  good  opmioa^  of 
th8  War,   ,they    all   promifed  ,  Viapiy-^ their 
catneftnefs  and  pdffitivity  ocQafipned  fomc  fof^ 
picion;/  and  Jehofophat  enquired  aftex  Micaiah  ^ 
the    Son  of    Imlah,  another  Prophet  and  oife^ 
whom  he  knew  fomething  of,  when  Micaiah  C^e; 
by  way    of  derifion,  and  in  the    words  of  the 
falfe  Prophets,  go  fays  he  and  profper,  the  Lord 
ihall  deliver  up  Ramoth— Jehofophat  folemnlf 
adjured  him  in  the  Name  of  God — tellnje  tbr  '^ 
truth,  upon  which  the  Prophet  ferioufly  told  him,  - 
Ahab  would  lofe  both  the  day  and  his  life^    the 
King  would  meet  death,  where    he  was  looking  \  _ 
for  viftpry.     Ahab  was  forely  difpleafed,  andiic  ; 
laid  to  Jehofophat^  I  told  you  he  would  prophel^ 
evil,  malicious  and  treafonable   is  hiiprophefjr 
(fays  Ahab)  and  the  King  craftily  tried  to  leflett 
Its    Influence ;     upoh    which    Micaiah     fpoko. 
again^  in  a  vifion  I  faw  all  Ifrael  fcattered  upoa 
the  Mountains  of  Gilead,    as  flieep  without  a 
ihepherd.     Upon  hearing  this,  Zedekiah,  a  ring* 
leader  among  the  falfe  Prophets,  and  much  In 
favbar  with  Ahab,  ran  up  to  Mkaiab,  and  fmote  • 
him  on  the  cheek,  ironically  a&ing,  which  wa^ 
went  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  from  me  to  thee? 
Micaiah  replied,  when  thou  Ihalt  go  from  cbarni^ 


(   5tS    ) 

lier  Mciiamber  to  Hidi!  Ayfetf,  M ihsrt  d^ihft 
flMl  kojow.  AImb  {Mil  d  0^  lo  die eonwowi^X 
fut  tMi  fclloir  »  Prtfi>*,  Acd  him  #ytti  tM 
brettd  and  drench  him  with  Ae  water  of  afflitt^ 
uncit  I  retarft  in  peace^  Micaiah  fetid,  if  O*  K?ng 
thou  return  at  all,  the  Lord  hath  not  fpoken  by  me. 
Zedeklah  (imiiatiiig  the  true  Prophets  and  pro- 
pliefying  by  aOton)  placed  iron^  horm  upon  his 
liead,  srtid  he  ran  about  (crying)  with  'thcffc  fliak 
^u  i^ufb  the  Syrians,  until  they  be  deftroyed. 

Nohrithftanding  this  information  from  the 
Bfophet  Micaiah,  King  Jdiofophat  accompaf« 
nied  Ahab  to  the  fiege  of  Ramoth  Gilead. 

A  bloody  battle  was  fought  before  the  towii-«- 
Ahab  had  changed  faisdiefs  and  fought  in  di%aife 
but  he  perfuaded  Jehofbphat  to  keep  oh  his 
robes  and  enfigns  of  wyaky,  thus  confpicuoufly 
diftinguifhed,  he  was  foon  in  the  heat  of  the 
battle  and  in  the  extremeft  danger;  in  this  criti- 
cal moment,  by  a  random  Ihot,  Ahab  was  mor- 
tally wounded,  ftill  furioufly  the  battle  raged, 
bleeding  and  dying,  his  fervants  held  up  Ahab 
in  his  chariot,  to  animate  his  foldiers  for  Glory 
and  Viftory.  Ahab  lived  only  until  fun-fet, 
when  a  proclamation  was  iffued  throughout  the 
Hoft.  **  Every  man  to  bis  City — Every  man 
to  his  own  Country.'* 

The  Ifraelites  conveyed  the  King's  corpfe  to 
Samaria,  and  buried  him  in  the  royal  Sepulchre. 

His 
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His  chariot  fwimming  ifith  bloody  tdgethej^  vi'tli 
his  armour  were  wafhed  in  9,  Pool  adjacent  t6 
the  Palace^  and  the  dogs  pame  and  licked  Jbis 
Wood* 


liSSA^ 


E     S     S     A    Y     XVf, 


r    fc-    • 


I     ■ .      ,    « 


^CsO^CLU SXO N    o.   THE    REIGNf 


•  V    T  a  ji 


ICINQS  oj  ISRAEL. 


■w^p 


AH  AZIAH. 
JEHORAM. 
JEHU. 
JEHO  AHAZ. 
J  E  H  O  A  S  H. 
^EROBpAM    II. 


ZECHARIAH. 
SH  ALLUM. 
M  A  N  A  H  E  M. 
PECHALIAH* 
P  £  K  A  H. 
H  O  S  H  E  A. 


AHAZUB; 


A  H  A  Z  I  A  H. 


T^  an  Idolatrous  Court,  ihh  young  Princef 
*  acquired  all  its  evil  habits,  vices,  j^nd  abomi- 
nations;  Ahaiiah  fucceeded  hia  Father  Ahab  inf 
the  year  of  the  World,  three  ihoufand  one  hun- 
dred and  fix ;  and  eight  hundred  and  ninety «eigh( 
years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift. 

Very  little  is  recorded  of  Ahaziah  befides  hia 
Impiety  and  idolatry  until  a  fatal  and  fudden 
rebuke,  which  had  all  the  a[>pearance  of  accident 
occafioned  his  death  and  put  an  end  to  his  reigrv, 
example,  and  impiety. 

The  roof  of  the. Palace  was  flat  and  furrounded 
with  a  battlement,  the  King  was  leahmg  over  it, 
*nd  the  rotten  railing  broke,    he  fell  into  the 
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CcHjtrtryar4  or  garden  of  the  Palace,  and  vai, 
foreiy  hurt  and  bruired,  while  iit  anguifh  and 
iorture  Ahaziah  fent  his  fervanls,  and  direacc^ 
them  to  confult  Baalzebub,  the  God  of  Ekron^ 
lefpefting  feis  recovery  V  Elijah  the  Prophet  was 
fent  to  meet  the  Meffengers  as  they  were  on  road, 
and  to  order  them  back  to  the  Palace,  with  an  ex- 
prefs  anfwer  to  the  King's  enquiry,  «*  Since  he  had 
fent  to  the  God  of  Ekron,  aad  en(}dred  of  Baal- 
zebub rcfpefting  his  recovery,  as  if  there  had  been 
DO  God  in  Ifrael,  Ahaziah  would  come  down 
from  bis  bed  only  to  bis  grave  ^  upon  ^the  fud4e|n 
return  of  the  Meffengers  the  King  enquired,  why 
they  were  turned  back  before  they  could  have 
reached  Ekron,  and  they  faid^  a  man  had  x^et 
them,  who  Xeemcd  well  acquainted  .with  their 
errand,  and  gave  them  the  anfwer  whiph  they 
now  delivered.  Ahaziah  a&ed  what  fort  of  a  man 
he  was  ?  and  they  told  him  a  hairy  man,  girt 
round  with  a  leathern  girdle,  andtlie  King  knew 
him  to  be  Elijah  the  Tifhbitc. 

A  Captain  and  his  fifty,  were  inftantly  ordered 
to  go  bring  the  Prophet  to  the  Palajce,  <he  Cafi- 
tain  found  him  fitting  on  a  hill  and  by  way  of  dc- 
rifion  accoftcd  him,  •*  Thou  man  of  God  come 
^own,  intimating  if  he  re&ifed,  he  would  cariy 
him  byfgrc^,  Elijah  appealing  ^ohis  jowoiiignity 
.^nd  charafter,  and  feeing  God's  name  and  houour 
!nfulted^  hefaid,  if  11>e'4  m^n  of  Qqd^  let  fire 


(5^3    ) 

kome  down  from  Heaven  and  confume  ihee  and 
thy  fifty ;  God  gaVe  a  proof  to  the  honour  of  his 
Prophet,  fire  poured  down  from  Heaven,  and  con- 
fumed  the  Captain  and  all  his  men. 

Again  the  King  fent  another  Captain  with  hia 
fifty,  and  he  difcovered  ftill  more  pctularxce,  and  no 
appearance  of  terror  at  the  awful  example  before 
him;  Elijah  returned  the  fame  anfwer,  and  fire 
came  down  from  Heaven^  and  confumed  him  and 
his  fifty. 

The  King  forwarded  a  third  Captain  and  his 
fifty,  and  he  fell  on  his  knees  before  Elijah,  ex*" 
preffed  a  reverence  to  his  perfon  and  a  dread  of 
Qdd^$  judgments^  t^e  prslyid  that  his  life*  and  the 
lives  of  thefe  fifty,  his  fervants,  might  be  precious 
in  his  fight;  Elijah  was  pleafed  with  the  refpeflful 
behaviour  and  mild  difpofition  of  thi^  Captain^  he 
went  down  with  him  and  his  band  to  the  Palace, 
and  being  ufhered  in  to  the  royal  prefcnce,  the 
Prophet  with  firmnefs  and  magnanimity  delivered 
his  very  awful  commilfion. 

<*  Fo'rafmuch  as  thou  haft  fedt  Meflengers  to 
ehqiiife  of  Baalzebuh  the  God  of  Ekron ;  is  it  nof^ 
becaufe  there  is  no  God  in  Ifrael  to  cnqtiire.of  his 
word  ?  therefore  thou  (halt  not  come  down  off  that 
bed  on  which  thou  lieft,  but  (hall  furcly  die," 

Ahaziah  ftruck  with   amazement  and     terror 

daunted  by  the  preffence  of  tlie  Prophets  ^nd  the 

.fcntcftce  be  had  announced,  together  with  the  late 

Y  y  y  a  proofs 
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proofs  of  ihe  awful  power  <>f  God,  he  fltcntly  gave 
Elijah  a  dircniffion ;  it  vas-very  foon  after  accord- 
ing to  the  Prophets  prediftion,  King  AhaziaK 
diedj  and  as  he  had  no  Son  was  fucceedcd  by  his 
Brother  Jehoritn,  Abaziah  had  only  reigned  tw* 
years. 


J    E    H    O     R    A    M. 


^THHIS  Prince   was  proclaimed  King  of  Ifrael 
-^    in  the  year  of  the  World,  three  tboufand 
one  hundred  and  eight;  and  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-fix   years    before    the  birth  of  our  Sa- 
viour. 

Jehorana.  afcended  the  Throne  of  Ifrael  in  the 
tighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Jehofophat  in 
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Jerufalein,  and  at  the  death  of  this  truly,  pioua^ 
and  very  €:(cceUem  King,  Judah  and  Ifrac!  vfkott 
of  all  refembled  one  Kingdom.  One  fad  fccne 
of  impiety  and  idolatry  prevailed  in  both,  and 
the  two  Kingdoms  were  governed  by:  Kings  of 
4he  fame  name. 

Jehoram,  King  of  Ifrael,  principled  from 
early  life  in  all  the  abominations,  and  idol  wor- 
fliip  of  his  Mother  Jezebel,  the  Daughter  of  the 
KingofSidon,  was  fo  altogether  influenced  by 
her  advice,  that  (he  may  be  faid  to  have  go- 
verned his  People,  and  exercifed  the  Supreme 
Authority.  Such  impiety  and  unwife  attachment 
brought  down  upon  himfelf  and  upon  all  Ifrad 
the  heavieft  judgments  of  Almighty  God. 

In  the  early  part  of  Jchoram's  reign,  a  friendly 
alliance  took  place  between  Ifrael,  Judah,  and 
Edom,  and  Jehoram  led  (his  Ariny  out  of  Saroa^ 
ria  to  the  Plains,  appointed  a  general  rendez- 
vous, and  numbered  all  Ifrael.  From  hence  the 
King  forwarded  an  Embafly  to  Jerufalem,  and 
aflvcd  the  affiftance  of  Jehofophat  againft  Moab* 
David  had  added  the  two  Kingdoms  of  Moab 
and  Edom  to  his  Empire,  and  when  the  divifion 
and  revolt  took  place  between  the  two  Kingdoms^ 
Moab  was  adjoined  to  that  of  Ifrael,  and  Edom 

tor 
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to  the  Kingdom  of  Judah.  Thefe  trihiiiaijf 
neighbours  watched  every  opportunity  of  revolt* 
iDg,  whenever  Ifrael  or  the  Kingdom  of  Judsdb 
were  weakened  ot  embarraffed  by  wars  at  home" 
or  abroad* 

Moab  had  refufed  her  yearly  tribute,  fhe  had 
rebdied,  and  JehorSim  applied  tor  Jehofophat  for' 
cid  to  compel  the  Moabites  dutifully  to  return 
to  their  allegiance.  The  King  very  heartily 
gave  his  aflent.  ^*  I  am  as  thou  art^  my  People 
thine,  my  horfesr  as  thy  horfes.  Jehofophat 
called  a  Council  and  enquired  which  way  they 
ihould  go  up,  Jehoram's  Council  propofed  the 
the  Army  fliould  march  through  the  Wildernefi 
of  £dom«  By  this  means  Jehoram  was  fecuring 
the  Alliance  ofEdom,  and  invading  Moab  on 
thtir  weakeft  fide,  and  where  they  lead  expefted 
an  affault.  A  numerous  Army  affembled^  and 
the  Kings  cautioufly  made  a  very  wide  circuit, 
which  took  them  up  feven  days,  travelling  all 
this  while,  in  the  dry  and  fandy  Wildern«fs* 
The  King  of  Edom  and  his  Forces  had  now 
joined  theni^  and  this  immenfe  body  of  men, 
with  the  three  Kings  themfelves^  were  all  of  them 
very  near  loft,  over-fatigued,  exhaufted  and  gafp- 
ing  for  want  of  water.  .  Jehoram  was  paffionater 
ly  difmayed,  and  he  faid^  God  had  called  him, 

and 
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atid  the  Kings  of  Judah  and  Edom,  to  deliver  them 
5^1  tbree  into  the  hands  of  Moab.  Good  Jehofo^  ^ 
phat  was  forely  diftreffed,  and  he  enquired  for 
a  Prophet  of  the  Lord.  One  of  Jehcn-am's^fer-b 
vant*s  told  him,  Eliflia,  Son  of  Shaphat,  he  was 
here,  Jehofophat  replied,  he  is  a  true  Prophet. 

The  three  Kings  fet  out,  and  they  walked 
down  together  to  EUflia's  tent,  engaging  (as  they 
hoped)  by  their  condefcention,  Ae  favour  and 
arffiftance  of  the  Prophet.  On*  feeing  Jehoraai; 
Eliftia  haftrly  called  out  to  him.  **  What  have  I 
.'*  to  do  with  thee?  get  thee  to  the  calves  thy  Fa,* 
^  thers  worfeipped,  ojr  to  Baal,  the  God  of  thy 
**  Mother,***  but  the  King  replied,  I  am,  well 
aware  y«u  fc;el  no  refpeft  for  me,  but  pity  good 
Jehofophat  and  this  innocent  King  of  Edom,  jn^ 
volved  in  the  fetf-fame  .calamity  with  my-felf: 
Elifha  refpeafiilly  noticed  Jehofophat,  whofe 
.piety  and  virtues  he  .revered,  and  then  direflfe^ 
ihera  to  dig  trenches  and  ditches  in  ihe  valley, 
,  after  ^which  (fays  the  Prophet)  they  fhall  be  fuU 
of  water,  ye  and  your  cattle  and  your  beaftsflia^ 
ell  drink;  feeing  them  rejoice,  with  a  pleafmg 
courtefy,  Elifha  added,  what  you  feem  fo  dcr 
lighted  with^  i^  ^comparatively  a  light  thing; 
God  will  alfo  deliver  Moab  into  ^our  hancj^^ 
The  very  next  /morning,  ^t  the  ufual  hour  of 
offering  up  prayers,  water  came  by  the  way  of 
^Edomj,  and  thc<:oHntry  was  filled  >vithwat5cV; 
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^  fris  NoWes,  and  propofed  to  his  People  3 
pew  War  with  Ifraei.  In  a  fet  fpeech  th^ 
King  informed  thetn  of  b|3  plans,  ^he  would  aflem;^ 
ile  hjs  Forces^  fend  out  a  ftrong  d^tachgient 
fo  fHch  a  place;  he  would  fuddenly  feize  upqn 
jflie  Ifraclites  by  furprife;  and  her<;  (faysth? 
King)  lying  in  ambufh,  they  fliall  cut  ;them  all 
fo  pieces  as  they  pafs.  Elifha  the  Prophet  wrote 
a  letter  to  Jehorara.  V  Beware  thqu  pafs  not 
^  fucjbi  a  place,  for  thither  |he  Syrians  are  come 
^  down/'  by  this  means,  moi^  than  twiQcr  or 
fhrice  Benhadad's  plans  wiere  broke,  his  plot  vde^ 
^eded,  a^d  by  hw  ^vife  and  well-timed  coipmunlcs^ 
tions  the  i^rophet  always  prevented  the  mifchief, 
;forJehoram  fent  oyt  his  fcoxits  andia  troop  of 
Guards  to  fecure  ihojTe  yery  palfes  before 
.the  Syrian  foldicry  could  arr;ve.  JBj^ribadadl 
was  all  jvonder  and  aftonifliment,  jipw  his 
iecret  defigns,  andev^nhis  intentions  could  be 
i^nown  and  fjruftrated.  The  Prince  grew  warm 
^and  jealous,  ^11  fufpicion  ^nd  fuiy,  he  haftify 
afked,  who  among  us  is  fo;*  Ifrael?  and  bis  No- 
bles anfwered  hip,  my  Lord  jQ*  King,  none  of 
us,  thy  fcrvants  arp  no  fpies;  'but  Elifha  the 
Prophet  that  is  in  Ifracl,  tells  the  King  of  Ifrael, 
the  words  that  thgu  Xpeakeft  in  thy  bed-chamber. 
Benbadad  highly  enraged  ordered  out  a  Troop 
^  Guards  in  fearch  of  the  Prophet.  Elifha  was 
a^  Dothan.  a  fmall  City  near  Se^hem.      The 
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Syrian  Guards  furrqunded  the  City,  early  in  the 
morning  at  day-break  they  entered  Dothan,  and 
at  the  Prophet's  prayer,  by  a  fudden  blaze  of 
light,  Cod  fmote  all  the  Troops  with  bliudnefs. 
Elifha  ca»ne,  he  himfelf  was  their  guide,  aiut 
conduced  them  all  into  the  City  of  Samarkj; 
when  thus  entrapped  and  fecured,  the  Erpplcv^ 
prays  that  their  eyes  might  be  opened,  a^id  behgtti 
they  fkw  themfelves  in  the  Capital  City  of  Ifrac^ 
enclofed  by  the  Army  and  in  view  of  the  King* 
Jehoram  ran  eagerly  up  to  £li&a  (and  he  crtei^ 
out)  *•  My  Father — ^my  Father— fhall  I  fmitc 
V  them?  Ihall  I  fmite  them?"  The  Prophet 
anfwered  No,  Set  bread  and  water  before  thjep^i 
that  they  may  eat  and  drink,  and  go  home  tp 
thehrmaften  It  is  againft  the  laws  of  humaJaH)^ 
to  kill  Captives,  though  thou  haft  taken  them 
with  thy  own  fword  and  bow,  more  unworthy 
ftill,  in  cold  blood,  to  kill  thefe,  whom  not  thy 
arms,  but  God's  providence  has  put  into  thy 
hands.  Refrefii  and  ftrengthen  them.  Do  good 
to  your  Enemies,  Syria  may  return  if  our  kind- 
nefs  on  the  Ifraelililh  Captives,  and  fear  to  op^ 
pofe  a  People  fo  humane>  ^nd  thus  iiivincibly 
prote^ed*  . 

Jehoram  ordered  a  plentiful  fupply  of  provU 
fions  to  be  fet  bcfoie  them^  a  hofpitaible  meal» 

and 
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knd  after  they  had  cat  and  drank,  the  King  Tent 
jthenrt  all  away. 

Benhadad,  notwithftanding  he  had  witneflcd  To 
'fignal  an  interpofitipn  in  favour  of  Ifrael,  fomfc 
time  after,  at  the  head  of  a  very  powerful  Army^ 
be  entered     Samaria    and   marched  his  Troojis 
through  all   the   Country,    and  furrounded  the 
Metropolis,   here  he    encamped,    prevented  all 
accefs  of  provifions,  arid   totally  blocked  up  the 
City  of  Samaria.     As  his  coming  was  fo  rapid 
and  unexpefted,  the  inhabitants  very  numerous, 
and  wholly   unprovided  for,  a  wafting  and  fevere 
iamtne  fpeedily  enfued.     An  affes  head  was  fold 
for  eighty  pieces  of  fiWer  (near  ten  pounds)  andai 
fmall  mealure  of  tares  for  twelve  Ihillings  and  fix-i 
l^ence  (five  fliekels.)     The   People  wiere  all  df 
ihem  ftarving,  reduced  to  the  greateft  extremity; 
As  the  King  was  taking  a  melancholy  walk  round 
the  ramparts  and  the  City  Wall  to  watch  his  men, 
give  his  orders,'  and  obferve  the  -motions  of  the 
inemy,  a  diftrafted  >foman  fell  down  at  his  feet 
and  paid  him  homage,  (he  wrung  her  hands  itf 
agony,    imploring  juftice — juftice  my  Lord   O^^ 
King.    I    have    boiled  and  eat  my    child— rthisr- 
woman  partook,  on  oath  and  folemn  proinife,  fhe 
for  the  ne5^t  meal  would  cook  her  own.    Behold, 
my  Lord'  O^  King,  this  woman  has  Kid  her  cljild 
apd  I  am  ftarving. 

Zzz2  So 


.  So  tiiockihg .  a  iioty,  and  told  with  wiida««j 
librrdr  and  defpair,  ftruck  jehdram  with  the 
deeped  diftrefs.  The  King  rent  his  clothes,  and 
the  rents  difclofed  the  fack-doth  underneath; 
thus  publickly  mourning,  bitterly  iivas  JehoraAl 
heard  to  iigb,  and  he  exprefled  the  livelieft  ibr« 
tow.  His  fitft  burft  of  paffioh  fetl  updii  Ui^ 
JProphet,  and  he  vowed  he  would  d^ftroy  }Ami 
One  of  his  guard  he  inflantly  difpatthed  to  mur^ 
dcr  hini.  Elifha  was  fitting  at  home,  rea  jiiig  hit 
)e6lures^  and  the  Elders  his  friends  fat  with 
iiim.  Shut,  fliut  the  door,  cries  fbe  Prophclj 
hold  it  fail;  The  King  has  feftt  to  murder  me| 
land  do  not  I  hear  his  maJder's  feet  following  aftet 
him?  labile  he  yet  was  talking^  the  Meflengef 
and  the  King  they  both  rufhed  in.  This  j.udg4 
ment  (fays  Jehoram)  is  froiix  Godi  He  inflia^ 
it.  He  will  not  remove  it.  Women  are  eating 
up  their  children.  Why  bidft  thou  ine  wait  on 
God  for  help?  1  am  weiry  of  waiting.  Why 
wait  longer?  Elilha  convinced  the  King^  bif 
his  own  innocence,  and  forced  flrom  Jehoram  an 
Jicknowledgment,  that  it  was  the  rod  of  the  Al- 
iiiighty,  a  juft  puniftiment  for  his  owrt  implet|r 
and  idolatry.  The  Prophet  then  Urikingly' 
revived  Jehoram,  fo  large  a  fupply  (fays  he)  ot 
provifion  will  be  brought  into  the  City^  bveaai 
foon  as  to-morrow,  that  a  bujhel  bf  JBne  flouir 
will  then  be  fold  for  five^ptin^ei  and  two  buihel 

of 


i^  Uirley  at  the  ferfte  prlc^^  dt  the  ^blidk  mitk^ 
bf  Samaria. 

That  very  ttighti  ftfiick  with  terrot  and  d 
ihreadful  panick,  the  Syrians  iitiagined  thef 
4iear<i  the  ndife  of  hotfei^i  raittlirig  of  chaHot- 
wheels  and  a  mighty  Hoft,  they  flfed  a\lray  for 
life  in  thfe  Utmoft  diftraaion,  and  left  all  Iheir 
i)i?6vifioit  and  baggage,  even  many  of  tHefr 
.  hoirfesi  their  afles,  and  vaft  herds  of  cattle.  Sd 
fcorrfiifed  and  terrified  they  ftrewed  all  the  road 
•With  C'»pS  and  fpoonsi  stnd  garmentSi  with  veifela 
ind  pots  and  trinkets  thfty  had  draped; 

The  next  morning  fo  over-bounding  was  tfefe 
^leniby  and  the  fpoil^  a  l)ufliel  of  fine  flbUr  was 
ibid  for  a  feekeli  atid  two  bufhel  of  barley  for 
the  fame  price,  at  the  gate  of  Samarii. 

Jehoram  was  leaning  on  one  bf  hh  NoWei 
V^hen  the  Prophet  gave  him  the  joyous  titws. 
The  ^loble  Lord  turned  round  to  Elifha  fneetu. 
injgly  dilhrediting  the  report  ^'  the  thing  might 
^*  indeed  be^  if  the  Lord  would  make  windows  ih 
^«  Heaven.'*  The  Prophet  told  him,  thou  Mlt 
fee  it  with  thine  eyes>  bat  thou  Ihafl  not  taftd 
thereof. 

That  Very  Nobleman  was  ;ip^aiated  Steward  of 
the  Gate,  he  took,  all  the  provifion  in  charge  asrft 
was  brofnght  to  the  Market  from  the  Camp,  hut  fd 


(    534    ) 

riotous  and  tumultuous  were  the  liungry  erou^ 
be  was  trod  to  death  by  the  iqob* 

Four  ftarving  Lepers,  faid  to  be  Gdiazi  and 
his  three  Sons,  firft  difcovered  the  flight  of  itit 
Syrians,  as  their  lafl;  recourfe  rather  than  perHh 
they  refolved  to  venture  even  to  beg  at  tife 
£nemy*s  Camp.  The  loathfome  difeafe  made  it 
deaths  to  'enter  the  City,  and  they  lodged  in  the 
Suburbs.  Creeping  nearer  and  nearer,  great  was 
ibcir  fi^rprize,  at  finding  every  thing,  fo  quiet, 
and  they  could  fee  nobody.  They  peeped  into 
tfae  te<its,  went  from  one  to  another,  found  them 
ail  full  of  provifion  and  baggage  and  horfes  and 
afles,  after  fatisfying  their  own  hunger,  and  pil^ 
fering  and  hiding  what  they  liked,  they  bethought 
thcmfelves  of  carrying  the  joyful  news  to  the 
City  Gate,  they  firft  told  the  foldiers  on  guard, 
and  they  battened  to  tell  it  at  the  Palace. 

Jehoram  rofe  at  mid-nighi,  the  King  reafonably 
fufpefted  fome  ftratagem,  the  Syrians  might  lie 
in  ambufti,  and  entice  him  and  his  hungry  Anqy  out 
qf  the  Gates,  and  fall  upon  them  in  th^ir  ftarved 
condition. 

Jehoram  fummoned  a  council,  cautioufly  fent 
out  his  fpies,  and  two  horfes  only,  they  examined 
the  faft,  c6uld  hear  no  tidings  of  the  Enemy^ 
every  mark  of  a  precipitate  flighty  and  the  Kip^ 
and  hu  People  rejoiced  exceedingly.  ^  / 

H^vin| 
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j  Having  retruked  and  ftrengthened  liis  Anfiy 
and  Finances,  Jehoram  fetout  bn  a  fecond  expe^ 
dition  to  Ramoth-Gilead,  and  encountered  Ha--^ 
^seael  the  reigning  Prince  of  Syria.  Ahaziah 
Son  of  Jeboram^  King  of  Judah^  bad  latel/  aC 
cended  the  Throne  of  his  Father,  and  Jehoram 
King  of  lirael. invited  him  to  accompany  him  to 
the  fiege,  £namoured  of  Glory,  the  yquiig 
Prince  readily  entered  into  the  confederacy* 
The  exploit  proved  a  faul  fource  of  deftruQion 
to  Jehoram's  whole  family  and  the  death  of  bodi 
Monarchs«  Jehoram  took  Ramoth-Gilead^  he 
became  Mader  of  the  City,  but  towards  the  end 
of  the  aflault,  the  King  received  a  dangerous 
wound,  and  was  carried  off,  bleeding  in  his  cba« 
riot,  to  his  Palace  at  Jezreel.  Jehoram  com« 
muted  the  care  of  the  City  to  Jehu,  his  Com« 
mander  in  Chief,  and  placed  a  ftrpng  guard  ia 
the  CitadeU 

In  the  abfence  of  both  Princes,  the  Prophet 
Elilha  was  now  direQed  to  anoint  Jehu,  King 
<lf  Ifrael,  the  Prophet  was  too  well  known  to 
execute  this  Commiffion  in  perfon,  and  he  dif-. 
patched  in  hafte  to  Ramoth  Gilead,  one  of  the 
young  Prophets  ordered  him  to  inquire  for  JehU 
Son  of  Nemfhi^  General  of  the  Forces,  and 
retire  with  him  to  an  inner  chamber,  then  take 
«trt  his  box  of  oil^  and  aiioint  him  King  over 

IfraeL 
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IfiraeL  The  young  Prophet  was  then  to  direift 
fchn,  to  go  in  perfon,  and  fmite  the  whole  familj^ 
of  Ahab^  and  exprefsly  to  tell  Jehu,  that  in 
jhc  portion  of  Jezreel,  Dogs  fbould  devour 
the  blood  .of  Je?cbd,  t^ind  there  (hoald  be  none 
to  bury  her.  With  wonderful  fpeed  the  young 
Man  executed  his  orders,  when  he  arrived  a]; 
the  TowHt  the  officers  were  affembled  and  Ctting 
in  Council,  he  hurries  into  the  (Hourt^  I  have 
an  errand  to  thee  O*  Captain,  Jehu  a&ed,  to 
which  of  us?  and  he  faid,  to  thee  Q' Captain. 
Jehu  arofe,  ?nd  they  two,  went  into  a  back 
joom  together.  The  young  Prophet  inftantly 
pulled  o9t  bis  bo^  of  ojl^  and  anointed  Jehu 
King  of  Ifrael,  and  delivered  hh  highly  awful 
meffage,  after  which,  be  haftily  threw  open  the 
door,  left  the  houfe  and  the  City, 

As  foon  as  he  wis  gone  the  company  a{Ked« 
is  all  well  ?  wherefore  cairte  this  mad  fellow  here  ? 
we  faw  plainly  by  his  gellure  and  carriage,  ther^ 
was  fon^cthing  of  great  importance  in  his  Mef- 
fagc,  I  pray  you  tell  us,  and  Jehu  gravely  faid. 
Thus  and  thus  fpake  he,  TJius  faith  the  Lord, 
I  have  anointed  thee.  King  over  IfracJ.  They 
all  halted,  and  took  every  man  his  Qarment, 
and  fome  they  placed  on  the  fteps,  and  made 
bim  a  Throne,  and  others  they  ftrewed  on  the 
|;round^    ,for    him    to    tread  on.    An    eaftern 

ceremony 
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4Qete«oiiy  in  token  of  great  reverence  (thus  j^ 
ye  ourlelves  and  our  property  under  diy  feet) 
nod  ittllantly  they  blew  the  trumpets 

"  Jehu  is  King  over  Ifrael.^  * 

'  Jehu  called  a  council  of  his  Captains,  enjoineH 
them  fecrecy,  and  then  moypted  his  chariot  antt 
4roye  furioufly  to  Jezreel.  The  watchman  on 
the  high  Tower,  fpied  the  Horfe-men  and  the 
chariots,  and  called  out  aloud^  a  troop  bf  horfe,  t 
fee  a  company.  The  King  fent  a  Mefienger 
full  fpeed  to  meet  them,  (and  he  faid)  what  newsr 
from  Syria,  is  all  peace?  Jehu  anfwered,  what 
baft, thou  to  do  with  peace?  get  thee  behind  me* 
The  King  all  impatience  hurried  away  another 
Horfcrman,  and  again  he  afks,  i^  it  peace?  and 
Jehu  replies  to  him,  what  haft  thou  to  do  with 
peace?  turn  thou  behihd  me.  The  watchman 
now  cries  out,  the  Meflengers  coiiie  not  again^ 
the  driving  is  like  the  driving  of  Jehu,  the  Soil 
of  Nemlhi,  for  he  driveth  furioufly.  The  King 
then  faid,  make  ready,  and  his  chariot  was  made 
ready.  Jehoram  and  Abaziah  both  mpunted  ' 
their  chariots,  and  drove  towards  Jehu,  and  they 
met  in  the  portion  of  Naboth  the  Jezr^elite. 
Jehoram  there  called  out  to  Jebu,  is  all  peace  ?^ 
Jehu  anfwers,  what  peace,  fo  long  as  the  abo- 
minations of  tby  Mother,  and  her  witch-crafts 
Vol,  L  a  aa  a  are 
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itre  fo  many  ?  hearing  this,  Jehoram  fled,  cr/iifg 
out  O^  Ahaziah;  there  is  treachery— -there  ^iit 
treachery.  Jehu  drew  a  bow  with  his  fttU 
ftrength,  and  fmote  Jehoram  between  his  arms, 
and  the  arrow  pierced  his  heart,  he  inftantly 
lunk  down  in  his  chariot. 

Jehu  commanded  Bidkar,  the  Captain  of  his 
Hoft,  to  throw  the  dead  body  over  the  garden 
wall,  into  the  Vine-yard  that  had  once  belonged 
to  Naboth,  and  there  to  lie  unburied. 

Whilft  this  was  doing,  Ahaziah  fled  by  % 
private  road,  Jehu  cried  out,  fmite  him,  finite 
him,  and  he  ordered  him  to  be  purfued.  Aha- 
ziah  firft  fled  to  Megiddo^  and  thence  to  Samaria, 
he  was  here  overtaken,  and  brought  before  Jehii 
at  Jezrecl.  Jehu  pronounced  fentence  on  the 
King,  and  it  was  executed  at  Megiddo,  but  he 
permitted  the  corpfe  to  be  carried  to  Jerufalem, 
^rtd  they  buried  Ahaziah  in  the  Sepulchre  of  his 
feathers. 

Jehu,  and  a  refdute  band,  boldly  marched  up 
to  the  Palace.  The  Queen  Mother,  gorgeoufly 
attired  and  beautified  with  rouge,  (thinking  to 
awe  Jehu  by  her  Majefty  and  prefence)  place;! 
l^erfelf  at  the  Palace  window,  and  when  Jehu 
approached,  with  infult^  (.though  under  great 
alarm)  cried  out,  ^*  Had  Zimri  peace,  who  flew 
"  his  matter?"*  Jehu-  aflced,  who  is  ^n  my  fide? 
tAvo  or  three  pages  of  fhe  bed-chamber^  Eunuchs, 
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Idok^douU  Jehu  faid,  throw  her  .down,  JeW 
was  inflantly  obeyed.  The  Queen's  blood  wa« 
^rinklcd  on  the  wall  and  on  the  horfes,  Jehu 
trod  her  under  foot,  and  the  mangled  body  wa& 
torn  tp  pieces^  Jehu  entered  the  Palace,  and  he 
both  eat  and  drank,  then  calling  to  mind  thfe 
bloody  fpeSacle,  fee  now  (f?iys  he)  for  this 
Curfed  woman,  for  (he  is  a  King's  Daughter,  go 
bury  her,  and  they  went  out^  and  found  only  her 
fcull,  and  the  feet,  and  the  palms  of  her  handsl 
Jehu  told  the  men  who  brought  them,  this  is  the 
word  of  the  Lord.  **  In  the  portion  of  Jczreel^ 
•'  fliall  dogs  eat  the  flefh  of  Jezebel,  and  the  car- . 
**  cafe  of  Jezebel  ftiall  be  as  dung  in  the  fieldT, 
even /in  Jezreel^  they  fliall  not  be  able  to  fay, 
this  is  Jezebel. 

Jehu  fat  down  and  wrote  letters  to  the  Tutors, 
Nobles,  Guardians  arid  Elders  who  had  the  care  of 
the  young  Princes,  the  blood  royal,  and  the  charge 
of  their  education,  for  the  King  forefeeing  the 
hazards  of  war,  before  he  fet  out  for  Ramoth. 
Gilead  to  encounter  the  Syrians,  placed  all  of 
them  for  fafety  in  Samaria.       Jehu  wrote — 

To  the  Elders  of  Ifracl  in  Samaria  J 

«*  As  foon  as  this  letter  cometh  to  you,  feeing  the 
^*  young  Princes,  the  Sons  and  Grandfons  of  Ahabi 
**  atd  all  of  the  blood  royal  are  with  you,  and  ye 
ll  arc  in  a  /enud  City,  with  chariots  and  hor/es 
^  ^   J  Aaaa  2  ^'  and 


^  yomtg  Prmm  fm  thM  THeOtfi,  and  ^rimum 
«'  th9  Thr0U  0^  hU  Father,  mul  Jghi  far  piif 
^  Mafias  haafir 

Thus  Jehu  was  making  trial  of  abtit  lay ijty^ 
figpifytng  his  9wn  intention^^  ajfvl  endeavounng 
Mt^nfy  them  iijito  compli^ce.  But  the  No. 
ties  and  Guardii^w  together  with  the  Elders jof 
the  City,  were  highly  intimidated,  feeing  Jeh^ 
had  already  murdered  two  Kings  and  the  Duee^ 
Dowager^  ai^d  that  be  held  the  conunana  of  all 
the  powers  and  forces  of  the  land»  they  ba4  nQ 
courage  to  oppote  bim,  but  retuirned  a  dutiful 
andmoft  fubmiiBve  anfwer,  referring  tbemfelve^ 
their  City^  and  all  the  young  Prince  wholly  to  1^ 
isercy. 

Having  witneffed  their  cowardice  and  made  a 
trial  of  their  fubmiffion^  Jehu  fat  down  and  wrot^ 
letters  to  them  a  fccond  time, 

*'  ^ring  hither  in  hajkets,  the  heads  of  aU 
'«  the  young  Princes  in  Samaria,  and  before  this 
!*  time  to-morrow. 

The  bloody  prefent  was  brought  ^at  very 
flight  to  the  Palace  at  Jezreel,^ndjehu.(asu 
was  late)  gave'prders   to  have  *«»     carried 

back 
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back  to.  the  Jeffion^oufe^   the  high  Gottrt  cf 

in  heaps.  The  heads  of  no  lefa  ^air  feven^ 
young  Princes  were  thus  publickly  expend  and 
laid  in  two  bloody  and  feparate  heaps  as  Jehu  had 
commanded. 

Earty  *the  next  n^orning  the  Elders,  Nobles 
and  Magiftrates  prefented  themfelves  in  a^bodjr 
on  the  fame  fpot,  Jehu,  fqrrounded  by  hi» 
Guards,  went  otic  tor  mevt  tliMi>  and  diey  all 
ftoodatthe  high  gate  of  Samaria.  Jehu  in  a  fee 
fpeech,  firft  addrefled  th^  Magiftrates  and  Elders^ 
{and  he  (aid)  •' 

.  f^  Ye  9^9  righteous  in  you;  JWii  eyes,.  mA 
■^  \9P^:  90  ipq  lis  a  (raitof ,  i^  rebisl,  994  si^  qhuw 
#«  derer-^I  acknowledge!  havekiUedmy  iQ«iftci. 
^>  But  if  I  aongaiity,  are  ye  iolMceftte  ikaarp 
<^  killed  One.  Ye  a:  gre^r  oumber.*'  JebuthMi 
^'  turned   himfelf  to   i(be  Peiople^  and  he  (mo^ 

*^  Whatever  is  amifs  in  all  you  feet  I,ac<}ait  ye 
<  as  innocent  and  harmlefs.  Fewacryiihe  veir« 
f  gean^e  of  Qoii  adr  tke  cinfes  oi^p^eru  Tim 
*^  truth  is,  qeither  I  iior  they^  9i)F  to  be  Ujao^d^ 
♦*  This  is  not  the  work  of  maa,  but  of  God/' 

\  Afteirthis,  J^hu  fliew  all  tWt  rpmajnediif  thfr 
Ibldod  royal  and  Fainily  qF  A^b  in  iferw^^^ 
he  left  notie  to  delbroy/ 
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T)l TITH  wonderful  dirpatch^  and  undaunted 
^  ^  courage^  this  valiant  Chief  had  executed 
the  commands  of  the  Prophet^  the  juft  and  awfirl 
vengeance  of  the  Almighty,  and  thus  by  extir* 
pating  root  >nd  branch  of  the  houfeof  Ahab,  in 
the  year  of  the  World,  three  thoufand  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty;  and  eight  hundred  and  eighty^ 
four  years  before  the  birth  of  Chritt,  obtained  a 
fecure  pofleffion  of  the  Crown,  and  afcended  the 
Throne  of  Ifrael. 

Jehu  kept  his  Court  at  Samaria,  and  not  long 
after  his  eftablilhment,  at  a  fheep-fhearing  feaft; 
the  King  met,  as  they  were  on  the  road,  the^ 
Brethren  of  Ahaziah,  the  late  King  of  Judah,  un- 
Icnowing  any  thing  of  what  had  happened,  they 
i^ere  coming  to  Samaria  to  pay  their  refpefts  to 
the  royal  family,  Jehu  calls  to  his  guard— thefe 
3120,  Men 
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Men  are  my  Prifoners-— take  them  aUve«  Jebu  diei^ 
^ommani^ed  ibera  to  be  led  to  thp  pit  of  the  fheep.. 
(hearing  houfe,    (the  place  where  he  intended  to 
bury  themj  and  there  he  ordered  them  tp  be  jQain 
even  two  and  forty  men.     They  were  of  the  hojufe 
of  Ahab  by  the  Mothers  fide^  and  Nephews  of 
Ahaziah ;  Jehu   thought  they  might  revenge  th$ 
death  of  their  relations^  and  in  right  of  th^ir  Grande 
mother,    lay  claim  to  the  Kingdom    of   IfraeU 
Going  home  from  henpe,  tbe  King  met  Jehon^^ 
dab,  a  man  of  great  emineoce  and  piety,  he  w^ 
a  Kenite,  and  a  lineal  defcendant  of  Jethrp.     Jc^^ 
bonadab,    was   purpofely    coming  to   Cpurt^  to 
congratulate  his  Majelly,  Jehu  ftopped  his  chariot 
and  faluted  him,,  and  he  faid,  is  thy  heart  right, 
as  my  heart  is  with  jthine?  Jehonad^biinfwe;red;» 
it  i$.     Jehu  (in  token  .of  jaffeftion)  fa^s^  give 
me  thine  hand,  come  up  into  my  Chariot,  wit^ 
oefs  yourfelf  my  aOions,  fee  my  Zeal  for  God^ 
and  my  defire  to  fulfil  his  commands  ^  the  fer^ 
vants  opened  the  door,   Jehpnadab    was   lifted, 
in,  and  they  drove  on  to  Samaria,. 
.  The  King  iffued  out  a  proclamation,  and  no- 
.dcr    pretence    of  great    fanftity^  and  religious 
Zeal  and  homage  to  Baal,  he  faid,  Ahab  ferved 
^aal  a  little,  Jehu  (hall  ferye  him  much,  and  th|? 
jKing  affembled  all  his  numerous  Priefts^  Prophet^ 
and  Votaries   to  a  folemn  facrifice,    he  himfel.f 
fiOinoiaaded  them  religioufly  to  offer  up  to  3aal^ 
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waA  thqf  irare  famiDeiied  to  meet  inthe  niagol* 
ficent  Teinple  of  ihcir  God.  Not  one  of  all  Ate 
Priefts^  Prophets^  or  worfliippa-s  of  Baal  wtn 
at  this  pompous  ceremony  to  E^  abfi^  the 
penalty  was  deaths  As  -fooa  M  the  Temp1e# 
courts  and  all  were  full^  jeha  cautioufly  weh^ 
round  himlblf  and  Jehonadab  ftccompamed  him. 
The  Kiflf  cries  oat»  fee  carefully  if  there  be 
ttone  ^  the  fefvants  of  the  Lord;whah«r  tbert^ 
be  only  prefeiit  the  worlhippen^  Prophets  atid 
Frieft^  of  BAal~The  King  and  jefaonadab  thM 
came  out,  and  Jehu  plitced  a  Guard,  of  etgbty 
Sbldiers,  all  round  the  Templlp,  and  noar  {byi 
t&e  ICing)  he  of  you  that  letttth  any  one  go» 
Ms  life  fliall  be  for  the  Kfe  of  hioL  Iir  th« 
ttidft  of  their  fdlemn  worfhip,  juft  ^hile 
ihey  ^ere  offisfing  up  their  facrifices  to  Baal« 
Jehu  fent  in  a  Captain  and  his  Guard,  who 
ruflied  in  upon  the  worlhippers,  ind  put  them 
every  onfe  to  death.  The  King  then  deftroycd, 
all  the  objefts  of  their  worfhip,  demolifhed  the 
image  of  Baal,  colIeCied  together  all  their  other 
Idols,  Reli£ts  arid  Altars,  and  burnt  them  before 
all  the  People,  after  which  he  laid  all  their  piibu. 
lick  buildings,  and  the  celebrated  Teniple  itfelf 
in  aihes^  and  made  the  place  a  draught  houfe  or 
common  fewer. 

Jchii 
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'"jfditi  followed  the  direftions  given  hjm  by  ift# 
prophet^  as  far  as  he  judged  bis  intereft  would 
permit,  his  miftaken  policy  got  the  better  of  bls 
religion.  Jehu  adhered  to  the  worftip  of  thft: 
jgol^en  calves^  and  comiDanded  all  Ifraelto 
Impair  on  fefiivals  and  folemn  feafon^  tP  P&ni 
or  Bethel^  where  they  were  publikly  wor^ 
Slipped,  neverthelefs,  on  account  of  the  9^1 
and  readinefs  he  had  fhewn,  in  executing  the 
judgments  fo  awfully  dcnoanoed  againft  thi^ 
houfe  of  Ahab,  the  Crown  of  Ifrael  was  entailed 
pn  his  Family,  to  the  fourth  generation. 

-Jehu's  obedience,  thus  wanted,  what  would 
tiave  made  it  moftof  >U  vali^abie;  fincerily,  his 
contintiance  in  the  praflife '  of  one  fpecies  of 
idolatry,  is  alledged,  as  a  fair  proof  of  his  falfc- 
heartednefs  in  others,  it  was  only  partial,  ^nd  it 
js  faid  of  Jehu,  Ke  took  no  heed  to  walk  in  th^ 
^ay  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  with  all  bis  heart* 

■i 

"  Hazad,  who  had  fo  bafely  murdered  Benlia^ 
jdad,  and  ufurpcd  the  Crown  of  Syria,  ravaged 
^nd  harafled  the  borders  of  Ifrael^  the  Syrians 
were  .making  daily  incurljons  into  the  Country, 
laving  wafte  all  within  their  reach,  from  the 
banjcs  of  the  Rivjer  Jprdjan  even  ta  the  iea^ftfore 
ihe  :territo.i:ie.s  qf  jQilead,  Reiiben^  G^eJ.  ap4 
Manaffeh.  '  Jehu  was  unweariedly  cmplpyediqi 
defending  his  People,  driving  out  the  Enemy, 
-   yox.  h  B  b  b  b  and 
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ajid  repairing  the  breaches  and  damages  they  weie 
|ierpetually  incurring. 

After  a  reign  of  ei^t  and  twenty  years,  this 
btave  and  warlike  Prince  died  in  Samaria,  his 
Capital,  and  was  buried  in  the  royal  Sepulchre^ 
Jehoahaz  his  eldcfl  Son  afcended  the  Throne  an<f 
was  proclaimed  inftantly  throughout  IfraeU 


JEHOAHAZ. 


nPHlS  young  Prince  was  crowned, in  .Samari^ 
^  in  the  year  of  the  World,  three  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  forty ^cight;  and  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-fix  years  before  the  birtb  of  our  Sa^ 
viour. 

Joaft,  Son  of  Ahaziah,  King  of  Juda*,  was  a^ 
diis  time  in  .the  three  and  twentieth  jear  of  bis 
«cign. 


1 


T 

Hie  calamities  of  hw  Country,  had  Ao  effeflt* 
In  reclaiming  Jehoahaz,  he  was  an  Idolater,  and 
like  all  his  Predeceffors,  could  not  think  ot 
tountenancing  any  of  his  fubjefls  in  going  up  u> 
Jerufalem  three  times  a  year,  at  their  high  fe^i-' 
vals,  as  they  were  .at  firft  intended  to  have  dOne. 
The  fplendour  of  the  City  and  the  Temple,  the 
Attraftions  of  the  Priefts  and  the  Levites,  the 
meeting  of  friends  and  acquaintance,  might  con-i 
duce  to  fettlq  many  differences,  and  form  ai^ 
alliance  injurious  and  deftruftiye  to  his  Govern- 
tnent.  The  King  therefore  adhered  to  the  religion 
jand  policy  of  his  Father,  and  di/e£bed  hi«  People 
to  repair,  at  fuch  feafons,  tc/  Dan  and  Bethel^ 
the  two  Cities,  at  the  extremities  of  his 
Kingdom,  where  Jeroboam  had  unwifely  fet  up 
the  golden  calves,  and  introduced  a  worfhip 
fimilar  to  what  he  had  always  witneffed  in  Egypt* 

The  grove  alfo  in  Samaria  which. Ahab  had 
planted,  and  which  hid  been  dedicated  to  the 
worfhip  of  Baal  flill  remained,  and  God  had 
exprefsly  cbmrhanded  that  it  fhould  be  deflroyed. 

Such  condu£l  and  omiffiops  were  fignaUy 
noticed)  Gpd  is  faid  to  have  been  angry  with 
Jehpahaz^  and  Haamel  King  of  Syria,  and  after- 
wards Benhadad  his  S|on  made  daily  depredations 
and  ravage*  on  the  borders  of  Ifrael,  and  from 
lime  to  time  Syria  laid  wafle  all  the  Country.  At 
Uii^h  on  the  King's  dutiful  and  fubmiffive  re- 
B  b  b  b  i  turn 


tttiirn  Attd  penitintial  forrow^  togetheir  with  th* 
{)ublick  and  foleinn  humiliation  of  air  his  Peopfe^ 
God  had  compaffion  on  Ifrael^  mercifully  called 
to  mind  the  covenant  with  fbrnc  of  his  pioud 
Predcceflbf.s  and  fent  them  a  deliverance^  but 
hot  in  the  reigA  of  their  prefent  Prince,  it  wa» 
deferred  to  that  of  his  Son  Jehoalh,  and  not 
completed  until  the  following  reign,  under  Jero^ 
boam  the  fecond,  great  Grandfon  of  Jdbti. 

By  fo  many  wafting  ravages  and  dcftruGtive 
invafions,  Ifra^I  was  at  laft  fo  exhaufted  and 
haraffed  by  Syria,  Jehoahaz  was  reduced  to 
only  fifty  horfemen,  ten  chariots,  and  ten  thou-^ 
fahd  foot  Soldiers,  and  the  fufferings  and  very 
heavy  yoke  the  King  laboured  under^  made  his 
life  and  reign  mdft  troublefomfe  aiid  miferable. 

Jehoahaz  lived  feventeeri  years  after  he  had 
afcended  the  Throiie  of  Ifrael,  at  which  time  he 
died  and  was  buried  in  the  royal  Sepulchre  ib 
Samaria,  and  fuccecded  by  Jehoafli  his  Son. 


^m 


JEMOASa, 


J    E    HO    A    S    H. 


IN  the  year  of  the  World,  three  thouiand  one 
hundred  and  fixty-fivc,    and  eight  hundred 
and  thihy-hine  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift. 
Jehoaffi    was    crowned    at    Samariaj^    King   oi 
Ifrael. 

The  firft  aftion  recorded  of  thb  young  Prince^ 
and  a  very  amiable  one,  is,  a  refpeOful  vifit  he 
paid  to  the  Prophet  Elifha,  when  he  had  long 
been  bowed  down  with  age  and  infirmities^  and 
he  gave  a  pleafing  proof  of  an  unaffefted  and 
pious  concern,  and  (hed  a  flood  of  tears,  at  the 
near  approach  of  the  death  of  fo  wife  a  Prophet^ 
and  To  holy  and  good  a  man.  The  Prince 
pleafingly  endeavours  to  comfort  and  revive  the 
good  old  Prophet,  by  reminding  Eliiha,  of  liis 

own 
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iwn  words,  at  parting  with  his  friend  the.  ffO^ 
|)het  Elijah^  and  the  awful   Majefty  exhibited  on 
that  ever  memorable  eventj  .'*  O' my  Father-:^ 
«f.  niy  Father,  tte  chariot  of  Ifrael  and  the  horfe-' 
*^  menthcreof,"  thus  recalling  the  meiuory  of  ElU^ 
jab,  his  gockl  coiinfels,  and  prayers,  by  which  hcf  „ 
hsA  procured  them  fuch  glorious  viftories.    The] 
Prophet  warmly  felt  the  King's  kindnefs,  and  alt 
he  was  doing,  with  a  highly  pleafing  couftely^* 
(enjoying  the  honours)  Elifha  in  return  told  hiTfi 
of  his  future  fucceffes  againft  his  enemies.     l^tT, 
ihould  engage  the  Syrians  in  three  pitched  hkU 
ties,  and  come    oS  .  Conqueror    in   them    alK 
The  prophet  very  fancifully  fpeaks  to  the  King 
by  aaian."    Take   Bow  and    Arrows.     Opeh" 
the  window  eaftward  (where  the   Syrians  were 
ravaging)    and  Ihoot.     Now  fays  the    Prophet 
thou  (halt  fmite  Syria,  At  Aphek,  till  ehou  haft"^ 
confamed  it.    This    was  the  firft    fign^   land   it 
was  to  foretel  his  viftories    over    Syria.     Tb<j 
fecond  had  a  reference  to  the  number  of  them^., 
Again  the   Prophet  fays,  take   Arrows  and  fmit^" 
on  the  ground.     The  King  humoured  the  Old 
Prophet  and  he  fmote  thrice,  and  then  ftopped. 
Elifha  was  paffionately  difappointed.  Thou  fhould«. 
eft  have  fmitten    five   or    fix  times,  then   hadft 
thou  fmotc  Syria  till    thou  hadft   eonfumed    it^ 
whereas  now,  thou  wilt  fmite  Syria  only  thrice^ 
fcnr  God  had  fignified  W  the  Prophet,  that   thd 

nUmbcf 
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number  of  the.  vidories^  fhpuld  icorrefpoiid  wjitb 

<t]ie  huinber  of  the    Kings   ftrokes. 

r. ."  ■  '      - 

Jehoafti  was  however  fo  much  encouraged,  bjr 

the  prediftions  of  the  good  old  Man^  that  wiA 

^reat   fpirit  he    engaged  Benhadad  the  Syriani 

Prince,  in  three  pitched  battles,  routed  him,  drov^ 

kim  out  of    the    country,    and  retook   all  fte* 

Cities,  Hazael,  his  father,  had  taken  from  Ifratjt 

during  the  unhappy  reign  of  J'ehoahaz. 

While    Jehoafli     was    enjoying  his  Viftories 

jover  Syria,  he  received  a  very    extraordinary 

letter  and  Challenge  from   the  King  of  Judah* 

Amaziah  elated  with   his  fiiccefs   againft  Edom^ 

returned  home  in  triumph  to  Jerufalem,  and  as  he 

Was  palling  on  the  road,  he  heard  of  the  infults  and 

ii^uries  done  by  the  Ifraeiites,  to  the  towns  andl 

villages,  through  whii:h  they  marched,  after  thciir 

flffmiflion  and  difappointment  in  not  iharing  the 

fpoil  and  conqueft  of  Edom,  in  revenge  for  the 

affront  the  King  fe^it  by  his  Ambaffadors  to  the. 

Court  of  Samaria,  a  challenge  ,to  Jehoafli ,  an^ 

He  wrote. 

**  Com^    let  vs     look    one   another  in  the 

•*  face,*'  - 

Jehoafli  treated  the  infult  with  haughty  derifion 

^nd  contempt,  and  his  anfwer  to  Amaziah  wa$  ^ 

cpuched  in  Sovereign  fcorn, 

-**  The  thiftle  that  was  in  Leb^on,  f^t  to^bt 
^^v^cd^r.diwiwas  jw  J-cjbanbn,  faying,  give  thy 
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•*  Danghtcr  to  my  Son  to  Wife,  and  there  palled 
^  by  3,  wild  beaft  and  trod  down  the  thiftlc.'* 
Thus  I  tread  down  thee — my  Army  thine— Thow 
liaft  finitten  £dom,  be  content  with  thy  glory 
tarry  at  bome^  why  meddle  to  thy  hurt?   wh)^ 
fell,  even  thou,  and  Judah  with  thee  ?  Amaziah« 
|b}f-confident,  in  the  hour  of  viftory,  and  fired' 
▼ith  the   infult,    marched  his  whole   Army  to 
Beth-iheme&t  and  there  met  Jehoafh  and  the 
Ifraelites.     A  bloody  battle  was  fought,  Aihazrah 
vas  totally  defeated,  his  Army  all  routed,  the 
King  faimfelf  taken  Prilbner,  and  Jehoaih  led  bisr 
fpirited  Troops  through  all  his  CouHtry^  took  po{^ 
jfeffionof  Jerufalem,anii   King  Amaziafadifgrace^ 
(uUy  fblbwed  forrowing  at  the  heels  of  the  Con-^ 
queror,  Jehoaih  caufed  four  hundred  cubits  of  ita 
ftrong  walls  from  the  gate  of  Ephraim  to  the  corner 
gate,  and  its  towering  fortifications  to  be  broke 
down,  plundered   the  Temple  of  its  richefl  trea* 
4Uj^es,  and  the  royal  Palaces,  then  laden  with  his 
fpoils,  and  taking  with  him  fuch  hoftages  as  he 
bimfelf  chofe,  Jehoafh   marched  his  Army  back 
to  Samaria,    enjoying  the    high   honours   of  a 
fecond  triumph. 

After  a  reign  of  near  fcventeen  years,  $he  two 
firft  of  which  were  in  the  life-time  of  his  Father, 
King  Jehoafli  died  and  tl^ey  buried  him  in  the 
royal  Sepulchre. 

JEROBOAM 


^<ll      '■    iM|.l.»>pppB 


J  E  R  0  B  O  A  M    li. 


JIM.  ■  I   iwwWi^H 


THIS  Prince  was  efaie  Son  of  Jek>ai^/M4 
great  Grandfon  of  Jehu.  Jeroboam  fd^« 
ceeded .  his  Father  and  was  proclaimed  King^f 
ICraeU  i^  ^^  F^^r  of  the  /World,  three  thcNifaafd 
one  hundred  and  eighty-one;  and  eight  hua^ 
dred  and  twenty-threp  years  before  Cbrift,  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Am^zvihSinji  of 
Judah; 

This  yoong  Prince  had  during  the  laft  (eh  years 
ftared-tbe  Government  whh  his  Falher,  and  he 
reigned  one  and  forty  years  afterwards.  Two 
veiy  eminent  charaflers,  both  Prophets,  were  bis 
contemporaries,  Jonah  the  Son  pf  Amittat  who 
was  of  Gath^hepher,  and  the  Prophet  Hofea^ 
and  Jeroboam  valiantly  executed  the  noble  work 
which  they  had  bpth  fp  fignally  encouraged  him  to 
undertake* 

.ilSl.    AoJazishKing  pf  Judah. 
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THIS  Prince  afcended  the  Throne  of  Ifrael 
and  fucceeded  his  Father^  Jeroboam  the 
fecond,  in  the  year  of  the  World,  three  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  thirty-three^^  and  feyen  hundred 
and  ieventy-one  years  before  Chrift,  in  the  thirty- 
(eighth  year  of  the  reign,  of  Uzziah  King  of 
Judah. 

v.-  After  tbedeaih  of  Jeroboam,  there  had  been  ah 
^'liatier-regnum  of  eleven  years,  before  thiis  FriACe 
dii«S6n»  was  crowned  at  Samai^ia.  ' 
.  Zechariah  was  an  Idolater,  and  it  is  expcefsly 
faid  of  him»  as  of  all  the  reft,  he  departed  not 
from  the  fi^s  of  his;  Predeceffors,  continued  to 
adhere  to  th<f  worfhip  of  the  golden  calves,  com- 
manding all  his  People  to  go  up  to  the  Cities  of 
Dan  or  Bethel,  to  which-eyer  of  them  beft  fuited 
their  convenience  for  that  purpofe. 

j.  ,:   :        'S^SS.   Uzziah  King  of  Judah* 

C  c  c  c  2  After 


^Aditt  Zetbariali   had  ttAgpid  (itAm'thit^ 
%ik  cipt&y  Ifrtbe  ptibUck  Bttets  ia»1&!twt  ti^-p 

SHALL  UM* 

this  Print*  wnscme ofZethktMs  own d(<wiiM- 
tic8»  Shallum  feized  upon  the  Crown  of  Ifrael 
and  ilras  proclaimed  in  Samaria. 

Shallum  well .  knew  the  promife  tliade  to  Jehu 
extended  to  the  fourth  generation  onTy^  and  he 
found  the  People  difaflPeflsd,  ripe  for  a  revolt^ 
tfld  favourable  to  hii^  attempt. 

Shallum  reigned  a  it^ntb  of .  days  (thirtjr)  at 
which  lime  h^  vtm  himfelf  murdered  by 

MEN  A  H  E  Mik 

In  the  liiiie  zrii  thirtieth  yefti"  of  Vttinhi 
king  of  Judah. 

Menaheih  was  a  General-Officef  ittld  iht  Son 
of  Gad.  This  Prince  alfo  ufurped  the  THroiHi  of 
Ifrael;  his  place  of  refidence  and  where  he  kept 
his  Court  was  Thzih^  in  tha  tribe  ist-  Epbr^m. 
The  Palace  had  been  originally  built  by  Jertt- 
boam,  the  (iritKingof  Ifraeh  On  Metiabem'^ 
approach  the  Citizens  of  Tiphfah,  the  £lden 
and  magiftrates  fhut  the  City  gatea  againft  him 
and  refufed  to  acknowledge  and  proclaim  him 
their  Sovereign  1  this  fpirited  and  bloody  Prince, 
inftantly  put  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Country  to 

the 


lWMtt4r^0lXl  0^  City:  Tip])(^  ^v^^ 
Ci^  of  Tirzah^  and  all  the  women  witli  chfld  fie 
ripped  up,  by  ctuelty  and  fuch  horrid  ftvetity 
he  wa^ithua^terrifyingyfais  l|ibjed!rinta  obeiltence^ 
committing  on  all  riatiks'Snd  orders  of  People 
the  tnoft  wanton  barbarities,  private  affaffinations 
and  publick  executions* 

It  was  not  long  aftef  BTs  letflfeifient  at  Tirzdn. 
that  Pul,  Kingof  Affyria^  invaded  Ifrael,  and 
Mfenahem  was  fo  utiabfe  td^  ^p^  fiim/tix&ipfe - 
forwarded  atn  EiWSafly  and  fotef'  lb#  initty,  ^at 
the  ertormousr  prtiie*  tjf-a-'tfebtofaii^  tilttit*^^- 
filver^  Menahem  purchafed  a  prefeikd^vtffiHkt!^ 
and  In  ordef  to  piy  Ae  hwaRto^lS^'levred  ift'fieavf 
tax:  of  fifty  ihikeli  per  hd^tf/ioifr  tai^K  6f  lili 
wealthy  fubjefts.  *      *      ^ 

The  cruelty  of  this  bloody  Tyrant  was  fo  far 
from  eftablilhing  him  as  he  ejfpefted,  that  it 
weakened,  endangered,  and  forced  him  to  feek 
out  foreign  affiftance  and  even  to  fiie  to. an. 
Enemy*  After  the  Aflyrian  Monarch  had 
marched  his  Teo(^>s  out  of  S^anai^  Menahem 
reigned  about  ten  years,  and  then  died  at  Tirzab^ 
and  they  proclaimed  his  Son  Pekdiiabi  King  of 
Ifrael. 


pekaliah; 


■i  til    i      ■  r  ■'       I    '    '■  j         ■■      I  iii'i»; 

P  E  K  A  L  I  AH. 


THIS  Prince  afcenc^ed  the  Hirone  in  the  year 
of  the  World,  three  thooland  two  hundred 
and  forty-four;  and  feven  hundred  andfixty  year^ 
before  Chrift.  , 

V .  After  he  had  reigned  two  years»  Pekaliah 
jMras  murdered  in  his  Palace  by  Pekah  one  of 
his  General  Officers. 


PEKAH 


THIS  Officer  was  the  Son  of    Rcmaliah. 
Pekah  feizcd  upon  the  Crown  of  Ifrael  and 
was  proclaimed  in  the  year  of  the  World,  three 

thouland 
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theuikfvd  twa  hundred  and  forty  fix ;  feven  hdn^ 
drcd  and  fifty-eight  years  before  the  birth,  of  our 
Saviour,  and  in  the  fifty-fecond  year  of  the 
reign;:  pf  Uzzialj    King  of  Judah.  ,.- 

In  the  Paiace  of  the  Kings  houfe;  Pekafa  formed 
a  confpiracy  with  Argob  and  Arieh  two  Officers 
of  the  .Hpufehold  and  they,  3v.cre..bis  affiftants 
in  perpetrating  the  treafon.  Here  Pekah  mur- 
dered Pekaliali^  and  he  took  /with  him  fifty 
}Jltn  of  the  Gileadites  whom  he  had  hifed 
and  enlifted  in  the  bufinef$.  j 

Pekah  was  a  moft  wicked,  and  abandoned 
Prince,  and  walked  in  all  the  abominations  of 
his  Predeceffors.  Ifrael  was  during  his  reign 
again  invaded  by  Aflyria,  Tiglath-pilefer  entered 
it  with  a  powerful  Army,  and  he  took  Ijon,  and 
a  city  of  Ephraim  and  two  cities  ofNaphthali 
and  Gilead  and  Galilee,  Cities  and  parts  of  Ifrael 
the  nearcfr  to  Aflyria,  and  the  AfTyrtCff  Prince 
carried  all  the  inhabitants  Captive  to  Halah, 
^nd  Habor  to  people  defolate  countries,  even  as 
far  as  the  river  Gozan« 

A  reign  unhappy  and  fo  ingjorious  ended  in  ^ 
violent  death,  Pekah  was  murdered  by  Hofhea 
AcSonOfElah. 

-    .'  ■■■■''■■    ^       ■    324^-. .    •••  ^ 

Pekah 
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:fiktt  iiad  wigwed  tweaty  years»  after  hisdcTKli 
was  an  Anarchy^  and  general  confufioa 
tocAplaoe  for  near  nine  years^  during  all  which 
time  Hofliea  was  ftrenuoufly  endeavouring  to  get 
kimielf  fettled  in  the  Gavernment.  A  rexolutfon 
very  4ifiafieful»  and  much  objeded  to  by  the 
liraelitest  but  at  length 

^  O  S  H  E  A 

Piocxired  influence' enough  Co  raile  a  powerful 
party  in  his  favour,  jipd  tbcy  .proclaimed  him 
ICing  of  Ifrael«  in  the  year  of  the  World,  three 
thoufasd  two  hundred  and  feventy^five;  ancf 
feven  hundred  and  twenty «.nine  years  before 
Cfarift,  in  the  twelftji  year  of  the  i eign  of  AhaZi^ 
Kingofjudab. 

So  much  was  this  Prince  defpi&d^  th?it  after 
his  coronation  Hofhea  found  it  a  very  difficult 
matter  indeed,  to  fupport  any  royalty  or  ftation 
whatever. 

In  his  principals  and  religious  praQifes  Hofhea 

was  not  equally  Idolatrous  with  the  Kings  who 

had  reigned  before  him,  for  he  did  not  worfliip 

Baal,  nor  compel  his  People  to  go  iip  to  the 

Cities  of  Dan  and  JBethel  a,nd  worfhip  the   GoU 

den  Calves  Jeroboam  had   fet  up,  the  pne  in-< 

deed,  that  which  was  fixed  up  at  Dan,  had  been 

dcmolifhed  before   his  Government  took  place 

and    Hofhea    iffued   out    no  proclamation   for- 

3275.    Ahaz  King  of  Jiidah. 

bidding 
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bidding  his  fubjeQs  going  up  to  worftip  af 
Jerufadcm,  and  yet  the  meafure  of  their  Iniquity 
is  faid  to  have  been  full,  and  the  moff  tremen- 
dous Judgments  and  fore  Vengeaoce  of  jthe 
Almighty  foon  followed,  without  a  remedy  or 
poflibility  of  efcape.  Ifrael  had  finned,  and 
worfhippcd  Baal,  in  conformity  to  the  laws  and 
cuftoms  of  the  Heathen,  had  bowed  down  to  Idols 
and  worftiipped  the  Golden  calves,  under  every 
green^iree  had  fet  up  molten  Images,  and  plant- 
ed Groves  in  the  High  places,  and  burnt  incenfe 
there,  thus  they  rejefted  his  ftatutes,  followed 
vanity,  worfliipped  all  the  hoft  of  Heaven, 
caufed  their  Sons  and  Daughters  to  pafs  through 
the  fire,  ufing  divinations  and  enchantments  and 
felling  themfelves  to  do  evil.  Over  and  over 
again,  God  had  bore  tcftinwny  againft  them, 
warning  them  by  his  Prophets  and  Seers,  by  ex- 
traordinary revelations  and  Vifions,  by  fignal 
miracles,  tried  them  by  Severity,  puniihed 
them,  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  fpoilers, 
inviting  them  by  clemency  when  they  (hewed 
a  difpofition  to  Penitence,  and  ufing  (but  in  vain) 
every  means  of  reclaiming. 

Hofhea  was  laying  many  Schemes  in  order 
to  free-himfelf  and  his  fubjefts  from  Aflyriaa 
bondage,  he  grew  remifs  in  his  payment  of  the 
j^ribute  money,  apd  for  fome  fliort  time  alto- 
gether omitted  it.     Shalmanefer     the    Aflyrian 

Vol.  L  Dddd  Prince 
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Prince   noticed    it,  and     Hofliea  was  alarmed, 
fee     Iwore   P^alty,   proiiiifed    inftantly   to   make 
up  his  payments;  but  the  King  deteCled  Hofhea 
in  fome  fecret  confpiracy  againll  him,  and  found 
he  had    fcnt   McHengers  and  prefents  to   Egypt, 
though  he  had  omitted  the  payment  even  of  his 
juft  dues  and  tribute  to  Alfyria,  fuch  as  he  had  be- 
fore done  year  by  year.    Shalmanefer  foon  broke 
all  his  meafures  plots  and  defigns,  at  the  head  of 
a  formidable  Army  he  entered  Samaria,  levelled 
and  ravaged  Cities  and   Country,  laying    wafte 
all  the  lands  of  Ifrael.    Shalmanefer  marched  his 
Troops  up  to  the  Gates  of  the  Capital,  and  fat 
down  before  it,   encamping  a  numerous  Army  all 
round  its  Walls  and  formed  a  total  brockade. 

Hofhca  had  made  all  the  Preparations  in  his 
power,  he  had  ftrongly  fortified  Samaria,  brought 
into  it  large  (lores  of  Ammunition  and  Provifion, 
and  the  City  held  out  almoft  three  years  againft 
fo  powerful  and  enterprizing  a  Rival  ;  at  laft 
Samaria  was  compelled  to  furrender ;  King  and 
Subjefts  were  made  Prifoncrs,  and  they  were  all 
carried  away  Captive  into  AfTyria,  in  the  ninth 
year  of  the    reign   of  Hoflica. 

The  fad  hiflory  and  diftrcis  of  King  and  Peo- 
ple is  dcfci'bed  in  the  molt  pathetic  language  of 
iiiifcry  and  diilraHion,  horrid  indeed  were  the 
cruelties  pratlilcd  by  the  Conquerors  over  the 
Pcrfons,  Families,  )oang  Princes,  Children,  In- 
fants 
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fants  yet  unborn  as  well  as  born,  thus  pretxiaturely 
butchered  with  their  parents.  The  City  of  Sama- 
ria, its  Palaces,  and  ftately  buildings,  became  a 
heap  of  rubbifh,  .the  Country  was  laid  wafte,  and 
the  Aflyiians  returned  home  laden  with  ail  the 
fpoil  of  Ifrael. 

Of  the  Country  into  which  they  were  carried 
captive,  no  traQ:  can  be  feen,  no  very  probable 
conjefture  ever  formed. 

This  is  the  fad,  and  fatal  end  of  the  Ifraclitifh 
Empire,  after  it  had  been  feparated  from  that  of 
Judah,  and  flood  a  divided  Kingdom,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four  years. 

Of  the  Ifraelites  who  were  happy  enough,  by 
flight  or  concealment  to  efcape  butchery  or  cap- 
tivity, fome  arrived  in  Egypt,  and  fome  forfaking 
their  rebellious  principles  and  idolatry  became 
fubjefts  to  good  King  Hezekiah  and  his  fucceflbrs, 
inhabitants  of  Judah.  All  the  reft  were  carried 
away  to  people  uninhabited  territories,  widely 
diftant  from  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  placed  on 
the  defolate  frontiers  of  Halah,  and  in  Habor  by 
the  River  Gozan,  and  fome  in  the  mountainous 
and  dreary  parts  of  Medea,  perfecuted,  enflaved, 
and  condemned  to  end  their  days  in  mifery, 
forrow,    and   bondage. 

The  Affyrian  Conqueror  afterwards  peopled  the 

Cities  of  Ilrael  with  the-inhabitants  of  Cuthah,  and 

Ava,  Hamath  and   Sepharvaim,  Nations  he  had 

D  d  d  d  2  brought 
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brought  under  his  yoke,  and  thefe  People  uniting, 
together  foon  revolted  and  eleQed  a  King  of  their 
own. 

Aftrange  raedley  of  religion  now  took  place 
and  hfted  about  three  hundred  years^  at  which 
lime  the  celebrated  Temple  was  built  on  Mount 
Gerizim,  and  this  union  of  Nations  and  People 
henceforward  took  upon  them  the  name  of 
Samaritans. 


O  N 


ON       THE       BOOKS 


OF       T    V    1 


K      I     N     G      S. 

A  SHORT  RECAPITULATION 


OF       T    H    X 


H     I      S     T     O     R    Y. 


THE  firft  book  concludes  the  life  of  David, 
gives  his  wife  dire&ions  and  charge  to  bis 
Son  Solomon,  perfuafive  exhortations  to  piety 
and  right  condu6l,  and  the  King's  laft  advice  re- 
fpeAing  two  State  Prifoners,  Joab  and  Shimei. 

By  the  exprefs  command  of  David,  Solomon 
is  anointed^  and  publickly  proclaimed  King  of 

IfracI 
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Ifrael  by  Zadoc,  the  High-Prieft,  and  Nathan 
the  Prophet,  and  the  eleven  firft  Chapters  of  .he 
firftbook,  record  his  profperous,  moft  alionifh- 
ingly  glorious,  peacefuJ,  and  happy  reign. 

After  the  death  of  Solomon,  Rehoboain,  his 
Son,  at  the  age  of  forty,  inftantly  fet  out  for 
Scchem,  a  City  in  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  almoft 
the  centre  of  the  Kingdom,  with  the  Princes,  his 
Heads  and  Elders,  his  Nobles  and  all  his  Court, 
there  to  receive  the  honours  of  his  Coronation. 
A  vaft  body  of  his  People  here  aflembled,  and.  as 
they  thought  themfelves  opprefled  and  over- 
burihened  with  very  heavy  taxes,  before  they 
paid  him  homage,  and  admitted  his  procla- 
mation by  found  of  trumpet,  they  humbly  of- 
fered him  up  a  petition  for  a  redrefs  of  their 
grievances. 

Rehoboam,  upon  this,  fummoned  a  Council 
from  among  the  Elders,  the  Privy  Counfellors 
of  his  Father,  they  gave  their  opinion  unani- 
moufly  for  its  being  granted,  affuring  the  Prince 
he  would  thereby  gain  and  fecure  the  afFcftions 
and  loyalty  of  his  People  for  ever.  Rehoboam 
next  formed  a  Council,  from  among  the  young 
men,  who  were  grown  up  with  him,  y  and  they 
well  knowing  the  vanity  and  pride  of  the  Prince, 
flattered  his  paffions  by  yielding  to  his  wifhes, 
and  unwifely  advifed  him  to  return  a  moft  haughty 
and  infalting  anfwer  to  the  petition  of  his  People) 

*[  my 
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*^  my  little  finger  fliall  be  thicker  than  my  P*2U 
*'  ther's  loins;  my  Father  chaftifed  you  with 
**  whips,  I  will  chaftife  you  with  fcorpions" 
(  lafhes  ended  with  iron  ) — upon  which  ten 
tribes  out  of  the  twelve,  inftantly^  revolted  from 
Rehoboam.  The  Prince  forely  alarmed  haftily 
fled  to  his  chariot  for  fafety,  and  drove  off  fuH 
fpeed  to  the  Capital. 

The  ten  revolting  Tribes,  blew  the  trumpets  and 
inllantly  proclaimed  Jeroboam,  King  of  Ifrael. 
Ever  afterwards  the  Kingdom  remained  thus 
divided.  Rehoboam  was  crowned  at  Jerufalem, 
and  he  aCTumed   the   title  of  King  of  Judah* 

The  two  Tribes  of  Benjamin  and  Judah  were 
henceforward  united. 

The  pofterity  of  David,  in  this  laft  divifion, 
reigned  three  hundred  and  feventy-two  years, 
during  which  period,  nineteen  Kings  fucceeded 
one  another,  with  only  one  interruption,  which 
lafted  fix  years,  Athaliah  Queen  Dowager  and 
Mother  of  Ahaziah,  haying  at  that  time  ufurped 
the  Throne  of  Judah. 

The  Kingdom  of  Ifrael  continued  only  two 
hundred  and  thiny-fevtn  years,  and  their  Kings 
were  all  Idolaters,  wnich  occafioned  that 
ftriking    Prophely    relpefcling    them, 

"  They  fhould  be  as  reeds  fhaken  in  the  water.'* 

The   Hiftory  of  Jiidab,   and  Ifrael,  during  the 
fpacc  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  years  is  re- 
corded, 
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corded  in  the  firft  Book,  it  gives  the  reigns 
fX  the  four  firft  Kings  of  Judab,  ending  with 
the  death  of  Jehofophat,  and  alfo  the  reigns  of 
.the  eight  firft  Kings  of  Ifraei.  This  Book  alfo 
relates  the  awful,  interefting,  and  inftnidive 
lives,  and  chara(*ters,  of  the  Prophet  Elijah  amf 
Elilha. 

The  fecond  book  of  the  Kings,  contains  the 
femaining  Hiftory  of  the  Reigns  m  Judah  ami 
Ifraei,  to  the  Captivity  and  deftruftion  of  both 
Kingdoms;  that  of  Ifraei  is  continued,  from  the 
rebellion  of  Moab,  in  the  reign  of  Abaziah,  to 
the  Captivity  and  final  difperfion  of  Krael,  among 
the  Cities  of  the  Medes,  and  the  defolatc  and 
uninhabited  Countries  of  Halah  and  Habor,  in 
the  Reign  of  Hofhea,  the  laft  King  of  Ifraei;  a 
period  of  only  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  years 
as  the  Kingdom  of  Judah  remained  alone  a  hun- 
dred and  thirty  five  years  after  Ifraei. 

The  Hiftory  of  Judah,  is  here  contirwed  from 
the  death  of  Jehofophat,  to  the  Captivity  in 
Babylon,  under  the  reign  of  Zedekkih,  a  fpaceof 
two  hundred  and  forty-four  years. 

The  laft  chapter  relates  the  fiege  and  fore  Fa- 
mine occafioned  thereby,  thofe,  who  were  flain 
by  the  fword,  were  happier  far,  than  thofe  who 
pined  to  death  with  hunger.  On.  the  ninth  day, 
of  the  fourth  month,  after  a  blockade  of  more 
than  two  years^  this  ftrong  Hold  of  Zion,    an 

almoft 
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aiiTiofl:  impregnable  Fort  was  taken  by  ftorm,  and 
while  a  breach  was  made  at  one  end  of  the  Ciiy, 
and  the  Chaldeans  kept  pouring  in  their  chariots 
and  their  men  through  a  pri\*ate  gate  at  a  dif- 
tance,  which  led  to  the  King's  garden,  many  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  Army  efcaped  by  flight; 
and  at  the  dead  of  night,  Zedekiah  himfelf,  with 
a  few  of  his  Nobles^  and  his  Body-Guard,  ftole 
otit  by  fome  very  private  road  and  reached  the 
plains  of  Jericho,  the  Chaldees,  ever  on  the 
watch,  fpied  them  out,  and  difpatched  a  party  to 
feize  them,  they  were  foon  brought  to  the  Camp, 
and  fent  under  a  guard  to  Riblah,  the  head- 
quarters of  Nebuchadne^er,  and  ufhered  in  to 
the  royal  Prefence,  the  King  fummoned  a  Coun- 
cil, Zedekiah  was  brought  before  them,  and 
convifled  of  treachery  and  rebellion.  Imme- 
diately after,  they  called  in  all  his  children,  one 
by  one,  and  executed  them  in  his  prefence,  they 
then  ftruck  out  both  the  eyes  of  the  Father,  that  no 
one  obje£t  whatever  might  efface  the  bloody  fcene, 
or  the  fad  idea  and  remembrance  of  it  for  ever. 
Zedekiah  blind,  and  bound  in  fetters  of  brafs, 
was  then  led  away  a  State  Prifoner  to  Babylon, 
to  grace  the  triumph  of  this  mercilefs  Tyrant, 
and  pine  out  a  miferable  exiftence  in  a  dungeon. 

In  the  fifth  month  after,  a  Chaldee  Officer, 
Ncbuzar-adan,  arrived  from*  Babylon,  and  was 
commiffioned  to  burn  to  allies  the   royal  Palace, 
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houfes  oF  the  Noble??,  after  pliinde 
them  of  all  that  could  be  fcnt  off,  and  he  burnt 
the  whole  City,  and  this  fupcrb  and  magnificent 
Temple,  the  ornament  and  glory  of  the  world^ 
after  they  had  firft  (tripped  and  plundered  ii  of  all 
its  ireafarcs,  cut  off  from  ihcir  ftands  the  goJden 
vefieKs  pulled  down  tlie  brazen  pillars,  cut  to 
pieces  the  brazen  fca,  and  forwarded  all  the 
rpoil  to  Babylon.  All  Judah  were  now  carried 
away  into  Captivity,  a  few  of  the  poor  only  were 
left,  to  drefs  the  vines  atid  cultivate  the  land. 

Gcdaliah,  a  friend  of  the  Prophet  Jeremiah, 
bbtained  the  appointment  of  jutlaid,  and  the 
new  Governor  kept  hia  Court  at  Mizpah.  The 
Prophet  was  here  luppUcd,  by  him,  with  alt 
nccetfarics,  and  many  of  ihc  Jr^wiih  Chiefs  and 
Princes,  who  bad  lied  Juiing  the  fiege,  came 
alfo  to  Gedaliah,  and  he  fware  to  them,  and 
fpoke  kindly,  fear  not  ye,  dwell  peaceably  in  the 
land,  ferve  the  King  of  Babylon,  anditfhall  be 
well  with  you.  Amongft  others,  Ifhmael  a  Prince, 
of  the  blood  royal,  and  ten  of  his  refolute  compa- 
nions, were  all  of  a  party  and  on  a  vlfit  at  the 
Governor's  houfe;  while  they  were  hofpita- 
bly  received  as  guefts,  and  entertained  at  a  feaft 
he  had  made  for  them,  they  bafely  murdered 
Gedaliah,  and   all  the   brave  Chaldaeans   of  his 
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On  this  treacherous  aflaffination,  the  Jews  who 
had  placed  themfelves  under  his  friendly  protec- 
tion, now  fled  away  to  Egypt,  and  the  Prophet 
Jeremiah  was  amongft  the  number. 

After  this  time  the  land  is  faid  to  have  Iain 
defolate,  the  Sabbatic  year  had  been  much  neg- 
le6ied,  but  throughout  Judaea  the  land  now  kept 
a  very  long  and  perpetual  Sabbath. 
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.viii  For  dignities,  read  dignity, 
xiv         offender,  read  offerer. 
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II  XV   For  woUen,  read  woolles. 
.  11  xix         occuring,  read  occuiring. 
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5  For  hofpitanitv,  read  bofpitality . 

23        fatcft,  read  fatteft. 

s8        enchanted,  read  enchanting. 

34         giatefu,  lead  gratefully. 

41         ambigituy,  read  ambiguity. 

82         fulfiling,  read  fulfilling. 
124         ftfickingly,  read  ftrikingly. 
13 1         thee,  read  three. 
352         known,  read  know, 
a  20        melancholly,  r.  melancholy. 
S42  For  advancing,  read  advanced. 
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271        tntered,  read  interred* 
344        P^^  '"<^  gave. 
370        the  me,  read  the  tune. 
372        ark,  read  arch. 
377        forrcft,  read  foreft. 
447        King  Babyloui  read  King  6f 

Babylon. 
552        on  road,  read  on  the  road. 
532         fent  to  murder  roe,  read  feat 
a  Meffcnger  to  murder  me. 
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12  After  and,  read  Cyrus. 

23      facond,  read  fecond. 

50  meployed,  read  em- 
ployed. 

^3  Privildges  read  Pri- 
vileges. 

112  inflance,  read  inftant. 


145  Barillus,  read  Batillus 

343  Belihazzar,  read  Bel-^ 

tefliazzar. 

344  Ditto,  Ditto. 

373  them  the,  read  them 
in  the 
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